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Philadelphia. Councils. Joint Committee on Water 
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REPORT
O F TH 1

JOINT COMMITTEE

OU THS

Select and Common Councils,

O N T H K

SUBJECT of BRINGING

Water to the City.

Philadelphia: 

tHINJiD BY ZACHARIAH POULSON, JUNIOR, 

S U M S B I K 1 O H T Y| CHE»MVT-«TB1FT.



The joint Committee of the Select and Common Council^ 

appointed on the fecond of November lq/l, beg leave 

to fubmit the following Report—*

i H AT among the various methods which have been 
fuggefted, for introducing a fufficient quantity of whole- 
fome water into the city, none have appeared to your com
mittee fo well calculated to enfure the attainment of this 
defireable objeft, as the completion of the canal projected 
to unite the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill. Impreffed 
with this belief, and convinced that the profeculion of this 
objeft, would alfo contribute to aid the great and important 
undertaking of inland navigation, your committee folicited 
a conference with the Managers of that canal company, 
and after a free communication of fentiment, requefted from 
them information as to the time when they expend to be 
able to fupply the city with a fufficient quantity of water, 
and alfo as to the annual fum for which they would be will
ing to contraft for the perpetual ufe of the fame. This 
conference produced the reprefentation from the Prefident, 
Managers and Company, hereto annexed, under date of 
the nineteenth of December laft. After mature confidera- 
tion of the plan contained in this reprefentation, your com
mittee, on the twenty-eighth of December, fubmitted to 
them two queries, which were intended to obtain from the 
ftockholders of the canal, in the firft place, a particular 
mention of the fecurity to be given by them in cafe a loan 
for fifty thoufand pounds was made by the corporation, and 
in the fecond place, to produce a determinate conclufion 
upon a mode which had been fuggefted of purchafmg from 
them a quantity of 'wholefome water adequate at all times 
to the purpofes of watering and cleanfing the ftreets, cx- 

tinguilhing



<in£uilhing of fires, and (applying pipes, conduits, &c< 
for the ufe of the citizens, as well as their right of diftri- 
buting the water throughout the city, and the emoluments 
annexed thereto, as they arife out of the aft incorporating 
the canal company. To thefe queries the ftockholders re
plied by their resolutions of the fifth inftant, dating the 
iecurity for the loan to be a pledge of fuch part of the pro
perty of the company as might be deemed diffident, and 
making a propofition of allowing the city corporation the 
privilege of taking (hares in payment, at the original coft 
and intcreft at any time within three years. With refpeft to 
alienating their right of diftributing the water throughout 
the ciry, together with the emoluments arifing therefrom, 
they declined to accede to the terms offered. Another con
ference was had between your committee, and one on the 
part of the canal company, when it was agreed, that the 
Managers (hould propofe, and endeavour to obtain, the 
confent of the ftockholders to fell and deliver for fifty thou- 
fand pounds payable in eight quarterly inftalments, one half 
of the water of the canal, viz. as much as will pafs out of 
their propofed grand refervoir through a water way of 
twelve and an half feet in width, by three and an half feet 
in depth, to be conftruftcd at the expenfe of the city cor
poration, for the purpofe of watering the city, &c. accord
ing to the fourth feftion of the aft incorporating the (lock- 
holders. In the fecond place it was agreed, that the Mana
gers (hould alfo propofe to the {lockholders to convey three- 
fourths or the whole of the (lock to the corporation, upon 
receiving payment of the money advanced upon it, with 
intereft from the refpeftive times of payment, from which 
all the forfeited (hares amounting to about feven hundred 
were to be dedufted. Thefe two propofitions were rejefted 
at a meeting of the (lockholders on the nineteenth inftant, 
and in lieu of the laft, a propofition is now made to fell one 
half of the unforfeited (hares, fay fix hundred and fifty, 
and fuch further number as the Managers can procure at 
the original fum paid and intereft upon fuch credit as may 
he mutually agreed on. In cafe of pprehafe, the ftockholders 
offer to folicit the Legiflature to pafs a fupplementary law 
authorizing the city corporation to appoint Managers in 
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proportion to the flock they may hold. Here the bufinefi 
refts at prcfent, and your committee have thought it their 
duty to report a detail of it, in order that Council may take 
fuch dccifion upon this important fubjed as may he judged 
proper.

It will perhaps be expefted, that your committee fhould 
exprefs fome opinion, upon the propofition now made by 
the ftockholders of the Delaware and Schuylkill canal navi
gation, and that they fhould alfo recommend fuch mcafures 
as appear to them, befl calculated to fecure the attainment 
of the objeft in view. For this purpofe the following ob- 
fervations are added.

Firjl., That the fupply of a fufficient quantity of whole- 
fomc water, as expreffed in the petitions of a numerous and 
refpefhible body of our fellow citizens, is now in the pub
lic opinion, worthy the earlicft attention of the corporation, 
and that there is no objeft to which the funds of the city 
could be more acceptably appropriated, inaftnuch as fuch 
a fupply of water is now thought rflcntial to the health of 
the community, and one of the means moft cffc&ual to pre
vent or mitigate the return of the late contagious ficknefs.

Secondly That after attentively confidering various fehemes 
of introducing fuch a fupply of water into the city, no one 
lias appeared fo eligible as the completion of the Dela
ware and Schuylkill canal. Another inducement to pro
mote this great 2nd laudable undertaking forces itfelf on 
our recolle&ion, viz. “ That it forms a capital link in the 
great chain of inland navigation, between our metropolis 
and the Ohio and weftern lakes?’ From a variety of un- 
forefeen caufes, this work is now fufpended, theftockhold 
ers appear to be difeouraged, and without a’id, it is thought, 
they cannot complete it. In addition therefore to contri
buting to the health of the community, we fhould encrcafe 
the profperity of the city, by taking cffe&ual mcafures for 
accomplifhing this undertaking.

In what manner thefe obje&s can be belt effe&ed, and 
what are the means within the power of the city corpora
tion to effeft them, now require confederation. Here your 
fommittee think fit to remark, that in their opinion it can 
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be belt aceomplifhed by the citv becoming the proprietory 
if poffible, of the whole of the ftock of the canal com* 
pany, and obtaining a transfer of all the privileges and emolu
ments contemplated in the aft incorporating the ftockhold- 
ers. With refpeft to the propofition of a purchafr of half 
the ftock only, it appears to us inadmiffible ; many difficulties 
and objeftions prefent thcmiclvcs, Your committee will 
only mention the following. A perfeft harmony amon^ft 
Managers having different interefts to watch over, could 
not be expefted; jealoufies would hereafter arife, and the 
cbjeft of watering the city might be defeated, or at leaft 
procraftinated, a number of years. Befides, the premium of 
ten per cent, which muft according to their aft of incorpo
ration be annually paid upon the money expended in water
ing the city, exclufive of the general expenfes of the canal, 
would not, in cafe of the city becoming proprietors to the 
amount of half the ftock, be relinquifhed; and is it not the 
duty of the corporation to extinguifh, when in their power, 
this premjum which, in the opinion of fome of the ftock- 
holders, wall alone double the value of their ftock, and in 
a few years, operate as a direft tax upon our fellow citizens 
equal, if not fuperior in amount, to what is now paid by them 
for all the purpofes of the city?

The magnitude of the undertaking, in cafe the city fhould 
purchafe the whole of the ftock of the canal, may be thought 
beyond its recourfes, but there is iufficient ground to be
lieve, that as the fubjeft of watering the city, is now under 
rhe confideravon of a committee of the Legiflature of the 
ftare, and as a difpofition to aid the city in an attempt to 
efteft this objeft has been expreffed by many members of 
the Legiflature, that the duties upon fales at auftion, which 
are exclufively taifed upon the citizens, and now pafs into 
the treafury of the ftate, would be transferred to the cor
poration for this purpofe. If this grant could be obtained, 
your committee are induced to believe, that a fufficient loan 
may be raifed upon it to complete the work. The duties 
which have produced of late about fixteen thoufand dollars 
per annum, with the additional fum of ten thoufand dol
lars per annum from the taxes, would form a finking fund 
capable of repaying rthe loan in a fliort period. To this 

fund 
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fund the toll of the canal after its completion fliould like- 
wife be added, and upon a calculation in which it is ftatcd 
at the moderate futn of twenty thoufand dollars per annum, 
the finking fund would extinguifh the debt in the fliort fpace 
of eighteen years, even fuppofing the loan neceflary fliould 
amount to three hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. At 
this period the city would, befides accomplithing one of 
the greateft and moft important public works in which (he 
can be employed, have the difpofal of a revenue encr-af- 
ing with the population of the ftate and which might then 
come in diminution of the annua! taxes, as well as be ap
propriated to many objefls of utility and ornament.

Upon the whole, your committee are of opinion, that an 
application fliould be made to the Legislature for a grant of 
the duties upon fairs at auction, and in cafe this is obtained, 
a purchafe of the whole of the dock of the canal fliould 
be effe&ed, and an immediate attempt made to carry on the 
work by fmall and judicious contrafts, under the fuperin- 
tcndance of an engineer of approved talents and integrity.

Your committee, therefore, fubmit the following refo- 
lutions, viz.

Ftrft, That a joint committee be appointed to draft a 
memorial to the Senate and Houfe of Rrprefentatives of 
the ftate, praying them to grant to the Mayor, Aidermen 
and Citizens, the duties upon fales at au&ion, in order to 
enable the corporation to accomplifh the great and impor- 
tant objeft of fupplying the city with a fufficient quantity 
of wholefome water.

Second, That in cafe the grant is obtained, this corpora
tion will endeavour to purchafe on fuch terms as may be 
agreed upon, the whole of the ftock of the Delaware and 
Schuylkill canal navigation, and undertake the completion 
of the fame.

Saml- M. Fox.
Philadelphia, 1 JAMES Re AD.

^anuary 1798.f JOHN BlEAKLEY.
Tho" Parker.



The PreJidentt Managers and Company of the Dela
ware and Schuylkill Canal Navigation^

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia.

Gentlemen.

The canal, under our direction, as expreffed in the ait 
of incorporation, is intended to anfwer a double purpofe, 
TJX.

Firft, As forming a capital link in the great chain of in
land navigation between our metropolis, and the Ohio and 
weftern lakes and

Secondly^ As fu nfhing the beft and moft prafiicablc 
means of introducing an abundant fupply of wholefome 
water into all parts of our city and its fuburbs. This laft 
objeft is now confidcred to be of fuch immenfe confequence 
to the health and convenience of our citizens in their fami* 
lies, as well as to the preventing and fubduing the ravages 
of fire; that it becomes our duty, by every means in our 
power, to meet the wifhes of our fellow citizens, and to 
co-operate with them, in the moft effrftual plans and mea- 
fures for the more fpeedy accomplifhment of this moft im* 
porrant part of the work committed to our care.

A committee on our part, having been favoured with a 
conference by committees appointed on your part, they rc- 
quefted fome written information and ftattmtnts, as far as 
in our power, concerning

i he time in which the canal could be fo far com- 
pleatcd as that the body of ks waters might be brought into 

the 
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the propofed grand rcfervoir, in Broad-ftrret continued, a htf 
tie co the northward of Caliowhill-ftreet, 10 as to ne ready for 
diftribution throughout the ftreets and houfcs of the city.

Secondly, The aid that may, on the bed calculation, be 
neceflary in addition to the flock of the Company, viz. one 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds already fubferibed, fup» 
pofmg the delinquent payments to be made good, in th$ 
mode propofed and authorized by law.

Thirdly, The terms on which the neceflary aid may be 
derived. On :hefe heads we have confulted the ftot kholders, 
and the following are the general refults of the beft judg
ment which the time allowed for deliberation.

Tirjl, As to the probable length of time, which may be 
requifite to bring the body of water into the grand refervior 
(as mentioned above) we think it mav be accomplifhtd 
within two years from April 179% if a fufficient command 
or fupply of funds can be obtained, and the work carried 
on by fmall and well regulated contracts, (from a quarter 
to half a mile or more each) and as the work lies chiefly 
in the vicinity of the city, employment will thereby be found 
for numbers of poor labourers, who at fomefeafons of the 
year cannot fubfift themfelves, without the public aid, and 
a heavy operation of the poor laws, for their fupport.

The water thus brought into the grand refervoir, may, 
at no great expenfe by a canal cut from north tofouth, along 
Broad-ftrcet, the whole breadth of the city, and bridged 
over at the croffing of each ftreet, be made to difeharge 
about half a million of cubic feet into the different (Ireets, 
in one hour—which taking only ten {Ireets at a time, would 
fend fifty thoufand cubic feet into a Angle ftreet or its gut
ters in that time—which, by an eafy calculation (rhe defeent 
or fall of the ftreet being known) will appear not only far 
more than fufficient to fill the gutters, but to overflow and 
wafh the ftreets, as well as to extinguilh fires by night or 
by day, and thus the firft great objeft of cleanfing the ftreets 
and fubdning the rage of fire might be accompliflitd, in a 
few months and with a very inconfiderable expenfe. The 
diftribution of the water in pipes and conduits and fountains, 

\ will follow of courfc, and at ten per cent, clear profit
B on
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on the work will amply promote the undertaking—For if 
fifty thouLnd pounch as calculated were to be expended this 
Way according to the calculation, the clear income would 
be five thorfand pounds, and if two thoufand five hundred 
families or houfrs only on an average, were to be fupplicd 
at 5| dodars per houfe or family it would produce five thou- 
fand pounds, amount of the tax or toll—After this the pro- 
grefs in laying down the pipes, &c. need only keep pace with 
the demand for wan r, and the contrails which may be m ide 
for that purpofe, while, in the mean time the other par; of 
the drfign for watering and deanfing the ftrecr, and the 
prevention or fubjugation cf fire, will be in full operation. 
Thefc calculations and {ketches are haftily drawn our, but 
may eafily be examined and reduced to greater accuracy.

Secondly 9 The aid that may be neceffary to complete the 
work, in addition to the flock of the company.

In a former cflimate, made three years ago, the com
pany were of opinion, that one hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds the amount of their flock fubferibed, if it could 
have been duly collected, would be fufficient for coinplear- 
ing the work, fo far as regarded the navigation part of 
the fcheme, and that the probable toll, at the 'ate allowed 
by law, would produce upwards of forty-three per cent.— 
This, therefore, yields a fure prefumption, that the twenty- 
five per cent, dividend allowed by law, may be raifed on the 
works in general.

But there have been confiderable delinquencies in pay
ments, from many unforefeen caufe% fince that time, and 
the company rather than fuller the work to be abated, have 
been obliged to anticipate their funds at confiderable difad
vantage to the capital, as well as at a very advanced price in 
carrying on the work, whether by contract or by day’s la
bour—Nevcrthelefs, if the additional fum of fifty thoufand 
pounds, which was then cflimated as wanting to complete 
the watering of the city, on which a further dividend of 
ten per cent, is allowed by law, could be effectually pro
vid d, the delinquent ftockholders would pay up their 
{hares with alacrity, and the forfeited (hares might be ad- 
vainagcouflv iold according to law.

Thirdly^
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Thirdly We arc now to confider the mode of obtain^ 

ing thjs additional fum of fifty thou fan d pounds, and from 
whom, And on what terms, it is to be obtained.

The moft Ample and pra&icable method appears to be, to 
raife the fifty thoufand pounds, by an incieafe of new (hares, 
dr by felling the forfeited (hares at par, the company availing 
themfelves of the penalties as far as they will go, accord
ing to law, for railing the fifty thoufand pounds and fupplyr 
ing the deficiency by an increafe of (hares.

In this manner the city corporation might, to the amount 
of fifty thoufand pounds, become (hareholdtrs, and have 
the appointment of a number of managers, in the ratio of 
fifty thoufand pounds to one hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds or of four appointed by the city and twelve by the 
other (lockholders; and thefe fixteen Managers to choofe 
their own Prefident and other officers, by an additional 
claufe to be obtained to their charter. Thus the city cor* 
poration, as (lockholders would be on a footing of perfefk 
equality, with the original fnbfcribers, and have a mare in 
all the dividends, as well of the twenty-five per cent, on the 
navigation (if it (hould ever amount to that) as of the ten 
per cent, on the capital to be laid out in watering the city.

And as the corporation have mnnifdled an earned and 
patriotic defire to aid and forward this great undertaking, 
for the health and ornament, as well as the great emolu
ment of the metropolis, it cannot be doubted but that a 
public fpirited Legislature, agreeably to the recommenda
tions from the Chief Magiftrate, now before them, will 
likewife cheerfully patronize, and aid the defign by grants, 
loan or otherwife, cfpecially as it mull he apparent to both 
bodies, that independent of public fpirit, were they capa
ble to overlook it, the money advanced in this way might 
be made produftive of at leaft fourfold the intereft, that 
could be expelled in the common way of other (tock*

If this mode (hould be approved of, and if any thing 
farther (hould be neccflazy to recommend it, we arc per* 
funded the good citizens of Philadelphia and its fuburbs, 
will cordially join in petitions and addrefles to both bodies, 
on a bufmefs io interefting to them and their poftcrity.

Another
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Another mode has been fuggcfted, on the part of the 
committees of the Seleft and Common Councils, rhat 
the corporation of the city might be inclined to take upon 
themfelves, the conducing of the water from the grand 
refervoir^ and diftributing it through the city at their own 
expenfe, for all the purpcfes aforefaid at fuch toil, not ex
ceeding ten per cent. as they might think reafonablc; and 
the queftion has been propounded, for what fum the canal 
company would fupply them with a fuHicient fupply of wa
ter for that purpoic, exclufive of what will fupply the locks, 
the wet docks, and other purpofes of navigation contem
plated in the law.

On this fobjeft the law itfelf, will enable the corporation 
to make their own calculations, it being therein provided 
<c That the company (hall not be entitled to any greater 
price for water to fuppfy the city and the neighbourhood 
-thereof, than will create the annual profit of ten per cent, 
on the capital that may a'nd (hall be expended for that par
ticular purpofe, exclufive of the general expenfe of the canal.

The ftockholders have come to no determinate conclufion 
on this head; although it cannot be doubted but that it 
might be their inrerdt according to the tenor of the law to 
alienate a proportion of the water at the coft of bringing it* 
to the grand refervoir.

But certainly the intereft of the city will lead the Seleft 
and Common Councils to confider the immenfe difference 
between this mode of purchafing the water, and the advance 
of only fifty thoufand pounds, which will probably com
plete the work in all its pans, and entitle them to their 
(hare of twemy-five per cent, on the expenfe of the canal 
- nd its navigation, befides ten per cent, on the expenfe of 
diftributing the water throughout the city, in common wit|i 
the other ftockholders, and in proportion to their capital.

All which is rcfpcftfuily fubmitted by the canal company 
with all poffible candor on their, part^ with a view to pub
lic good, and no partial attachment to their own intereft. 
The prefent moment appears favorable, and it is requefted 
that no time may be loft in bringing the bufinefs to fome 
conclufion.

Agreed upm at a ineehng of the Stockholders, December igth< 179 7.

WILLIAM SMITH, Chairman,


	34350_cit
	34350

