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TORRESDALE WATER TREATMENT PLANT
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The filter building of the new plant has 94 rapid sand filter
beds, Each will handle normally three million gallons of water
daily, The filters are operated by semi-automatic controls,
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The slow mixing basins (foreground) mix chemicals and water
for 45 minutes, forming snowflake like "floc'" to which heavy
particles adhere. Particles sink in sedimentation basin (background).
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(Describe what goes on mow that you suggest improving by — a change — new technigue/ invention)

7. PRESENT PRACTICE IS:

8. | BELIEVE MY SUGGESTION WiLL:

Save S S Improve |
ik licenar | Tlshme. Clavmeds  [Clst

Simplif Other
DWort ¥ D(Spccily)

Save
[:] Money

(Describe bow suggestion will result in savings to the City; specify benefits expected in improved safety, bealth, welfare, or

morale, etc.; who will benefit)
9. MY SUGGESTION WILL ACCOMPLISH:

RESULTS OF A GOOD SUGGESTION

YOU share in the management of your own organiza-
tion unit.

YOU help eliminate waste, unnecessary duplication;
reduce cost or time of an operation; simplify forms or
reports; improve procedures or methods of operation;
conserve tools; increase production; improve equip-
ment; improve handling of materials; improve house-
keeping; improve industrial or public relations;
improve safety; improve employee morale.

YOUR SUGGESTION PAY-OFF

YOU receive official recognition of your valuable
ideas for improving operations — and — a cash award
from $10 to $100 for each adopted suggestion -
PLUS - an additional amount up to $250 if one of
your suggestions is rated by the Awards Board among
the two outstanding suggestions of the year.

YOU know YOUR job~ YOU know YOUR City opera-
tions ~ START SUGGESTING ways to improve them.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA.

DECEMBER, 1960

WAGNER ASKS EMPLOYEES
T0 BACK LITTER CLEAN UP

Managing Director Donald C.
Wagner urges City employees to back
up the City's campaign to keep the
streets of Philadelphia clean.

He notes that municipal employ-
ees can do much to make the current
anti-litter campaign a success by
setting an example for the community
at large.

Mr. Wagner suggests that em-
ployees—

. Dispose of litter properly,

..Urge their families and
friends to exercise similar
care,

..Report flagrant cases of
anti-litter ordinance
violation to the Police
Department Sanitation
Unit (MU 6-9700 ext.
1722 or 1176; or auto-
matic 936).

Supervisors can help particularly,
Mr. Wagner notes, by bringing this
message to the attention of employees.

To all emplopees of the Water Department, I
offer my warmest wishes for a Netw Pear full of the
best things of life.

SAMUEL S. BAXTER

Commissioner

“SAY WHEN", mumbles David MéCartney (left), of the U.S. G

to his b§ss, Norman Beamer, chief chemist, during a recent.ri'vere:rlgigsi:adlrgs:;;’:e{i
by USGS and the Water Department. Mr. McCartney has just pulled up a water
:g?glewff(om th: Delaware. Press representatives on board saw the old (above) and
STOReY Og’ag;AG)Enrthods of river monitoring used jointly by the two agencies.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA.

JULY, 1963

TORRESDALE OFFERS
MORE THAN WATER

Often during the nice summer
weather, a Saturday or Sunday after-
noon family drive is in order. May
I suggest a visit to the Torresdale
Filter Plant. The grounds are taste-
fully landscaped with broad expanses
of lawns, a large variety of shrubs and
several attractive flower beds. The
flowers have all been raised in a sec-
tion of the Pre-Treatment Building
converted into a greenhouse by El-
wood Unruh, Torresdale Gardener.

While out this way, the visit can be
extended to the Delaware River
where one can see many small boats
afloat. The Recreation Department
maintains a picnic ground area as
well as several pools stocked with fish
by Mr. Wm. Brinkman, where boys
and girls under sixteen years of age
may fish without benefit of license.

The best route to Torresdale Filters,
9001 State Road, (State Road &
Linden Ave.) is north on Frankford
Avenue, turn right at Linden Avenue
and proceed to State Road.

Hope to see you all in the near

future. —by Rose Sideman

It happened at Bedford

At the Bedford Conference of the
Pennsylvania Section of A.W.W.A,, it
is customary to draw names from a
box to select two winners of door
prizes, at the end of each technical
session. On Wednesday morning, June
5, Elwood L. Bean was asked to draw
and came up with Gerald E. Arnold
and Robert F. Walker, in that order.
That the Philadelphia Water Depart-
ment was much involved, caused
considerable stir and eriticism. The
pay-off, however, came when Mrs.
Walker drew first prize and Mrs.
Arnold the second prize, at the ladies’
affair being held elsewhere in the
hotel at the same time. We'll leave it
to the mathematicians to compute the
probability of the coincidence, but
delegates throughout the State will be
discussing the probability of collusion
for a long time.

S50

Boy and his dog enjoy fishing at one of the ponds behind the Torresdale Filter Plant.

WATER DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES COMPLETE
GOVERNMENT TRAINING INSTITUTE COURSES

In the spring of 1963, ten Water
Department employees attended and
completed courses given by the Phila-
delphia Government Training Insti-
tute in various areas.

As in previous years, the Water De-
partment is well represented by its
employees. We are proud to recognize
these persons and commend them on
their interest and initiative in taking
courses to improve their skills and
knowledge. The Water Department
and the City of Philadelphia will
benefit greatly from their increased
value as employees. We wish all of
them good luck in the future and
hope that the courses they have

completed will contribute to their
success.

Completing courses this Spring are:
Melvin Banks, Jr., Introduction to
Data Processing; Alice W. Butler,
Preparation for Civil Service Exams:
Gwendolyn G. Carter, Advanced Su-
pervision: Albert W. Forman, Ad-
vanced Supervision: Robert W. Hen-
ry, Jr., Preparation for Civil Service
Exams: Frank P. Ingenito, Computer
Programming: Maria A. Mansi, Prep-
aration for Civil Service Exams:
Carolyn L. Ogden, Preparation for
Civil Service Exams: Viola Payne, Ac-
counting Systems: Mary L. Perry, Ac-
counting Systems.
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1964

- CITY LAUNCHES FLOATING LABORATORY

- TO COLLECT FACTS ON RIVER CHANGES

CARMEN GUARINO

CARMEN GUARINO BECOMES
CHIEF OF SEWAGE SYSTEM

Carmen Guarino has been ap-
pointed chief of sewerage operations.

Mr. Guarino, who recently passed
written and oral civil service tests for
the position, is not new to the Water
Department. He has been with us
for 13 years.

Serving for several years as assist-
ant chief of sewage treatment, he
was named acting chief of sewerage
operations last July, following the
resignation of Deputy Commissioner
Edward D. Bastian.

Mr. Guarino was born and raised
in Philadelphia, is 38 years old, mar-
ried, and the father of a girl, Cathy,
who will be seven in November. The
Guarinos live in Lawndale.

A graduate of LaSalle College with
a B.S. in chemistry and biology, Mr.
Guarino also took various courses re-
lated to his type of work at Drexel,

{Continued on Page 10)

MAD WORLD SPECIAL

If you think “It’s a Mad Mad
Mad Mad World,” you can see
one version of it on the evenings
of February 9 and 11.

The Employees Recreation
Association has arranged special
tickets for its members at special
reduced prices. These are tickets
to the film, which is playing at
the Boyd Theater.

The  association promises
other mad mad mad mad bar-
gains for its members in the
coming year. You can still join
the association for one dollar
dues, and that’s not so very mad.

“Why don't you move to Philadelphia,

Gibson? | hear they've done wonders with
their water."

The new Water Department navy
has proudly unfurled its ensign to
the breeze.

Now shooting the waves of the
Delaware River is the “Aquadelphia,”
the department’s shining new cabin
cruiser, engaged in one of the most
important (though hardly secret)
missions of our time: the study of
the river from Reedy Island to
Trenton.

Latin and Greek scholars will ap-
preciate the symbolism of “Aquadel-
phia,” meaning “water brotherhood”
and implying the common interest
which communities up and down the
river have in good water. It is also a
symbol of the intellectual, rather than
recreational, nature of the new navy.

The new cruiser, traveling at speeds
up to 32 miles per hour, will be able
to cover more of the river in a day
than the old row boats could cover
in a month. Thirty feet long and 1014
feet wide, it will be a floating labora-
tory erammed with laboratory count-
ers and equipment. Its steel hull and
sound weather proofing will permit
its use in all kinds of weather.

Need for Cruiser

The need for a specially equipped
cabin cruiser has been growing in re-
cent years as the Water Department
and the U. S. Geological Survey have
expanded their river studies. Al-
though automatic monitoring stations
were set up at six points along the
stream, the need for a boat which
could cover the entire estuary in a
day—picking up as many samples as
required, reaching various river
points at favorable times, and permit-
ting analyses on board—became
pressing.

Not only is the new boat fast
enough, but it is also suitably

(Continued on Page 2)
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An exclusive story to the Phi Q‘ulf News, whose readership most closely matches
the demographics of the population at risk;
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Really nice. The employees

Very nice. More explained everything so well.
than I expected. Mrs. Marinelli and Judy Baity
Jim McGee

This is my first time here.

Interesting. Very informative.
Joan Browna

Wonderful. Good Crowd
Mary Wisoczanski

D

Beautiful. Very entertaining.

Should offer more.
Mildred Robinson
Willie Mae Slaughter

Really nice. I didn’t

expect it to be this nice.
Lorraine Kurimchak

Very interesting.
I learned a lot.
Jeanne Dingas

Nice, very
informative.
Barbara Patton.

This is very nice.

I've lived in this neighborhood
for 40 years. A lot of changes.
Della Baker

Captain Sewer is the best!
Barbara Patton’s two sons, Cedrick and Terrance.

Water is Life.
Captain Sewer







Ken Jeinnings, of Lawn and Golf,
demonstrates a top dressing unit.
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and PWD said..
“LET THERE
bt WATER'

East Park Reservoir Committee Members met on a regular

of the northeast basin,
ha 1s back in service in time for this past

reconstrucitic
summer’s peak water demand needs. Committee Members
shown are (left to right) Kamlesh Patel, Ernie Ferrero, Jim
Brady, Bill Hatcher, Jerry Kuziw, Gerson Korntreger, Bill
Wankoff, Joe Schultz, Joanne Anovick, Cliff Lahann and
Jung Choi.

Reservoir, which has been out of

service for more than 10 years, is back
in operation. The Water Department
removed the northeast basin from service
in November 1985, after a breech in the
north dike on the basin. The dike walls
are now stabilized and PWD employees
disinfected the basin and reactivated it on
May 15, 1996.Because it is back in service,

rl‘ he northeast basin of the East Park

the Water Department took the south
basin out-of-service on May 23. The
improvement of one basin and the shut
down of another will contribute to
improved water quality in the City.

The northeast basin is now a covered
basin. The cover protects the treated
water. It's a barrier preventing airborne
and wind-blown materials and debris from
contaminating the water. This cover will
greatly enhance the quality of drinking
water stored in the basin. East Park
Reservoir's northeast basin stores treated
drinking water from both the Baxter and
the Queen Lane Water Treatment Plants.

The water quality in the basin also
received a boost because of the installation
of a thick, synthetic rubber liner along
the sides and bottom of the basin. The
liner acts as a barrier from contamination
from groundwater and soil and it also
makes the walls more stable.

The basin also has a new pipe system.
These pipes allow for better water flow,
ensuring our customers always get fresh
water. The basin holds more than 210
million gallons of water and serves sections
of Fairmount, North Philadelphia, Center
City, and South Philadelphia.

Congratulations to the successful team
in charge of this monumental project!

Visit the Esplanade at the Fairmount Water Works Interpretive
Center. Thanks to Ed Grusheski, Fairmount Water Works
Interpretive Center Director, and a wonderful volunteer staff, the
center has a new look. Ed and the volunteers have worked many
hours to add new exhibits and landscaping to the beautiful path
that runs along the Schuylkill River. The Esplanade is home to
ten industrial plaques and a part of the cast-iron bevel gear from

an 1870 turbine.

The exhibits along the Esplanade invite visitors to explore
man's changing relationship with the Schuylkill River from the
time of the Lenape Indians to the present. The Pennsylvania

Department of Environmental Resources
Coastal Zone Management Program and
the Philadelphia Flower Show, Inc. have
provided partial funding for landscaping
along the bank of the river and for some
exhibits.

You can begin your stroll along the
exhibits with the Lenape Indian fishing
artifacts, cast in bronze, representing
man'’s earliest activities along the river.
Continuing along the path, you come
upon a ferryboat landing that represents
the early use of the river. Many people
used the Schuylkill River to transport
raw and furnished goods into and out of
Philadelphia. Further along the path,
you'll discover a clue to a "secret truth"
about the history and significance of the
river and the Water Works. At the end
of the path you can join the life-size cast
metal Fisherman perched atop a rock as
he waits for his prize catch.

The exhibits enhance the
Esplanade's beauty. They invite the
visitor to discovery instead of calling

attention to themselves. The Esplanade arouses curiosity
about the soon-to-be developed Fairmount Water Works
Interpretive Center and the indoor exhibits that PWD
will display there.

A reception was held at the Esplanade on October
11, 1996, for Fairmount Water Works volunteers. Ed
Grusheski has done an excellent job developing the
Esplanade. His work continues through the school year
as he gives tours and lessons to students.

The Esplanade is open year round, so stop on down
and stroll along the Esplanade. The Fairmount Water
Works and Esplanade are located along the Schuylkill
River on Aquarium Drive just off Kelly Drive and below
the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
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Philadelphia Water Department Employee Newzs

lea

Employees at PWD’s Bureau of Laboratory
Services initiated a lead sampling program in
1992 to comply with the Federal Lead and
Copper Rule, and the Safe Drinking Water Act. In
older neighborhoods lead pipes carried water into
the homes. Over time, these pipes may deteriorate
causing lead to leach to the water. There is no
lead in Philadelphia’s treated drinking water or in
our water main system. However, there may be
some present in the water as a result of old piping
in homes.

In 1992, the Lead Sampling Task Team found
unsafe lead levels in 15% of the homes in
Philadelphia where water was tested. Therefore,
PWD launched an extensive public education
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Help keep the
future of drinking
water crystal clear.

Learn the source of your drinking water. Find out
what activities occur in these areas that may
contaminate your drinking water.

Take your motor oil and other toxic automobile
fluids to a service station that advertises collection
for reprocessing. A single quart of motor oil can
pollute 250,000 gallons of water.

Participate in the cleanup of areas surrounding your
water source.

Get involved in decisions that affect the management

and quality of your drinking water. Attend public

meetings where quality and quantity discussions of

s water take place.
re

: ATL R Thed Run your tap until the water is cold before using
e e it for drinking or cooking if you suspect you have
Philadelphize lead plumbing or leaded solder in your home.

Chester
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