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Country Club became one. of the strongest in 
due to and after the consolidation.

Si. Cathcrin
riginally was

Many propertic ol historical inter
the borough, there is 
jamin Rush, a signer 
was born and died.

the old Rush homestead where Ben- 
of the Declaration of Independence 
He was buried in a small cemetery

below Ellicott and Red Lion Roads. The decenclants oi
Benjamin Rush still own the homesteadi, and have the
original deeds of purchase from William Penn.

The troops under George Washington encamped on the 
banks of the Poquessing Creek, and were supplied with 
bread from what is known as the old bake house, and 
which still stands on the property ol Mr. Joseph Phillips 
near the river.

Colonel Edward de Vaux Morrell who married the 
daughter of the head of Drexel & Company, international 
Bankers, bought the old Macalester estate situated on the 
river front and later sold it to Robert E. Foederer whose 
heirs are living in it today. After the Colonel’s death his 
widow, Mrs. Edward de Vaux Morrell built the beautiful 
St. Michael’s Church on Knights Road.

On what was known originally as Prospect Hill a grant 
from William Penn, Judge Trcmpcr built a property in
1782. The property has been remodeled several times.
Judge Tremper's daughter married Andrew C. B. Steven
son, their descendants the sixth in line arc living there now.

The old Bristol Pike has undergone many changes from 
dirt roads to cobblestones and poor drainage, before it 
became the fine broad highway we know today as Frank
ford Avenue, so it is not any great feat to foretell a vast

the old O’Rourke Mansion, and was purchased by the 
Church for $40,000.

The Reverend Edwin Boardman, Jr., is the minister ol 
| the Macalcstcr Memorial Church which is a Presbyterian 

Church, originally built in 1878 through a bequest from the 
Macalcster Estate.

All Saints Episcopal Church was erected in 1772. The 
first Rector was the Reverend William Smith, who was 
provost of the University oi Pennsylvania. The present 
Rector, the Reverend Percy J. Brown was a student at the 
University of Pennsylvania thirty live years ago, when the 
lather of the present Mayor of Philadelphia was professor 
of Greek at that University.

There is a story, declared to be authentic, that when 
William Penn and his Surveyor General and party were 
prospecting up the Delaware River for a townsite, they 
stopped at the bluffs where the Poquessing Creek flows 
into the Delaware and were much impressed with the loca

tion, but, as they gazed across the expanse of water and 
saw a cluster of large rocks, known to residents hereabouts 
as the Hen and Chickens, sticking well out of the water, 
they thought it would be dangerous for navigation, bo, 
they meandered further down and came to a nice sandy 
beach near a small island and there they decided to settle,

increase in building during the next few years, when 
quaint old settlement will assume a new guise.

this

that place is now known as Market Street Wharf, 
island was removed years ago.

Poquessing Creek is mentioned so frequently in 
article that it seems timely to quote an old inhabitant 
stated that in his youth, some sixty-five years ago,

The

this 
who 
this

Transportation has improved wonderfully since the 
days of the Trenton-Philadelphia paddle wheel steamers 
and the horse and buggy days. Due to the efforts of the 
former presidents of the Torresdale Civic Association and 
their officers, not only was the old King’s Highway widened

stream, to use his words, was stiff with fish and the banks 
inhabited by thousands of Musk Rats, hence the name of 
Poquessing given by the Indians, which translated means 
River of Rats.

and sewered, but they were able to induce the P. R. T. to 
give Torresdale a more satisfactory two line service.

There are a number of fine institutions such as Eden 
I Hall Academy, which is a non-sectarian Boarding School 

for girls on Grant Avenue. The Academy is about to 
! build a large addition.

There is the Holy Family of Nazareth, which is a con- 
I vent and boarding school at Grant and Frankford Avenues.

An interesting story was related by Dr. Clarence 
Lewis, President and Mr. Morris P. Thomas, Trustee 
the Lower Dublin Academy.

It appears that in the year 1770, Lord Dublin, one
William Penn's Su

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard M. Boardman, 
Arendel and Tulip streets, Torresdale, 
celebrated their fiftieth wedding anni
versary on Tuesday. The couple have 
three daughters. Mr. Boardman is 72, 
and Mrs. Boardman 70. They were' 
guests at a celebration Tuesday night 
at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church,! 
Frankford and Grant avenues.

Mother Mary Ignatius Receives
Distinguished Service Cross

The Reverend Mother Mary Igna
tius, Provincial of the Sisters of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth was .awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross of the 
Catholic Hospital Association of the 
United States and Canada at the re
cent annual convention at St. Louis, 
Mo. Mother Ignatius was one of the 
two selected by the executive board of! 
the association for noteworthy service; 
to Catholic Hospital Work. The cita
tion on the presentation of the award 
read:

“As teacher for ten years in the paro-
chial schools of her Congregation; as' 
superior and principal for fifteen years, 
she profited by the apprenticeship 
which elevated her to the superior pro
vincialship of two provinces of her 

■ Order for a combined period of twelve 
I years. In this position, she interested 'r ’ 1 1---------- —v-v-herself deeply in hospital work; built 
___ImenUilc’ Pvnandpd the facili-several hospitals; expanded the facili
ties of others; and through her Sisters 
promoted health activities for colored 
children. Her advocacy of higher quali
fications has been made effective 
through the opportunities which she 
has afforded to her Sisters for their 
professional development,”

The Nazareth Hospital, located at 
Holmes avenue at the Roosevelt boule
vard, is the latest achievement of Moth
er Mary Ignatius and was opened in 
March of this year with the very latest 
and improved equipment in all its de
partments. The Hospital is non-sec
tarian and receives no state aid and is 
under the direction of the good Sisters 
who work without pay and render their 
^1 and unselfish services for the sick:

gI injured.

I.
of

of
left a bequest of 3L for the

education of a poor boy to be selected by the trustees, but 
for many years nothing was done about it, later the interest 
having accumulated they invested in land and property.

Today, the trustees after many years of wise and fore- 
sighted management have a fund of $10,000, and the in
come is used to purchase books for the Thomas Holme 
branch of the Philadelphia Free Library located in Holmes- 
burg.
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From The Dispatch, Aug. 20, 1920.

The worst accident that has happen
ed during the construction of the 
Frankford elevated railroad occurred 
about 7:30 o’clock on Monday morning 

j in Frankford, when three men were 
Skilled, another seriously injured and a

From The Dispatch, August 27, 1920

One of the last of the old wooden 
highway bridges that for years carried 
Rhawn street over Pennypack CreeK, is 
to be removed and a new open bridge 
on steel trusses erected in its place. 
Director Caven on Saturday received 
the schedule of bids for various highway 
work, that included the low bid for the 
placing of three steel trusess by the 
Robbins Contracting Company for 
$10,196. This bridge connects Holmes- 
burg with the Roosevelt Boulevard. It 
is located in Pennypack Creek Park. 
The span is 105 feet in length. The fl -—-------- A[number of others narrowly escaped in-, me span is iut> teet in length. The 

! jury. The gang of workmen were about flooring will be in concrete.
i to start the work of laying the rails for-_____
! the contracting firm of Snare & Triest. i . __ , ,
The men were riding on the boom of IH H tlie wor^
the derrick and were high in the air women voters

(when an iron cable snapped, allowing- ,, . . T. n the nation s historyI , ,___ , ,__ , J ,, , I in tnis Citv. Inosp who arc nni-the beam with its load and the work-
I men to fall to the elevated structure. 
I Several of the men were pinned under 
I the heavy beam, which snapped in two 
pieces.

The first of the beach baths which 
Mayor Moore intends to establish for 
the use of the public will be formally 
opened this Saturday, at Pleasant Hill 
Park, on the Delaware, a short distance 
below Torresdale. This park has been 
one of the popular breathing spots in 
the city for several years past.

About $2500 has been expended under 
J the supervision of Harry T. Baxter, 
chief of the Bureau of City Property, in 
improving the beach. Next year more 

I elaborate improvements will be made. 
! Archibald Boyd, a traffic policeman sta- 
I tioned at Seventeenth and Market 
'streets, has been designated as a life-; 
guard at the beach.

_ _________ - — muavawxx O UlOLUlj

in this city. Those who are not listed 
in this special canvass may have their 
names placed upon the list at the poll
ing place of their precinct Monday and 
Tuesday nights next.

Harold E. Wenker, Jr., 14-year-old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Wenker, 
of Bustleton, attained the highest score 
in judging vegetables during the annual 
4-H Club Week at Pennsylvania State 
College, held during last week. Mrs. 
Wenker was the former Miss Blanche 
Anderson^ of Hohnesburg.

The Rev. Henry E. Kaufmann, pres- i 
ent vicar of Trinity Church, Colling-; 
dale, will become rector of EmmanuelJ 
Church, Frankford avenue and Stan-: 
wood street, September 1, succeeding! 
the Rev. Isaac E. Brooks, who resigned . 
because of his health several months i 

. ago.
The Rev. Harry E. Kaufmann will 

occupy the pulpit at Emanuel P. E. 
Church officially on Sunday, September 
the first. He comes to Hohnesburg 
Irom Trinity Church, Collingdale, Pa... 
in which parish he has served since; 
1932. He is one of the outstanding' 
young men of the Diocese of Pennsyl
vania. Mr. Kaufmann is a graduate ofy 
the University of Pennsylvania and the 
Philadelphia Divinity School, is a ■ 
native of Northeast Philadelphia, and 
worked at Cramp’s Shipyard before en- p 
ter'mg the ministry. Mrs. Kaufmann is ;

: also a graduate of the U. of P. and ah 
.former instructor in the Cheltenham V 
Schools.



BURHOLME
By john f. McConnell

ACK in the early days a quaint little business section 
known as Five Points lay between Fox Chase and 

what is now Lawndale at the junction of five highways. 
It was a typical country center with a wheelwright shop 
and the usual blacksmith and carpenter. The old Turn
pike Toll Gate stood at the intersection of what is now 
Oxford and Rising Sun Avenues.

Men of prominence in those days were Charles, the 
wheelwright, Frank Bowers, the smithy, and Thomas 
McVaugh, the builder.

The town had a branch Post Office which had been 
transferred there from Hollowell’s Corner, which was 
another name for Martin's Mill Road and Second Street 
Pike. During the administration of President Buchanan, 
the Pastor of Oxford Church was a brother of the Presi
dent. It was he who had the Post Office established in a 
grocery store kept by Mr. Kerper, in whose honor a street 
has since been named. Later the Post Office was removed 
to Taylor's Store, the building now occupied by Hotelman 
John Leihr. Taylor being of the opposite political party, 
the high lights of the section's politics had the Post Office 
moved to the toll gate in charge of Mr. Miller. In the 
following years several changes were made in Postmasters 
and locations until a modern building was erected at Rising 
Sun Avenue and St. Vincent Street which now serves 
Burholme, and the surrounding communities. Outstanding 
among the residents was the Ryers’ family. Their resi
dence was known as “Burholme” in honor of their ances
tral home in England.

After Mr. Ryers’ death, in accordance with the terms 
of his will, the property was given to the city to be used 
as a park. The beautiful mansion became a museum and 
library. The seventy acres of rolling lawns and gardens 
were opened to the public.

After the Ryers’ Estate became city property the resi
dents of Five Points held a public meeting and voted to 
change the name of their community to “Burholme”.

At the turn of the’ century the people of Burholme 
realized that they must unite in order to obtain improve
ments. Therefore, they formed the Burholme Improve
ment Association, which has been functioning continually 
for the past forty years. Among the active members of 
the association are three who have served their community 
for a great many years. They are: Thomas McMenamin, 
Daniel M. Hall and William Gould. As the community 
grew the Association strove to secure better transit, light
ing, and sewers. In one year, with the co-operation of 
its Councilman, Clarence K. Crossan, the Burholme Im
provement Association got fourteen new streets for the 
community. The Association’s members thought nothing 
impossible. When the residents found it difficult to pay 
for their sewers at the time of their completion or even 
within the thirty day extension period, the Association 
felt it could have an extended payment plan enacted. This 
had to be done through the legislature. A committee led 
by Peter H. Markman, Jr. was appointed to take charge of 

this movement. Through the co-operation of Representa
tive Henry Dubbs, Senator Pytko, of our local district, 
and Elwood Turner of Delaware County, along with several 
others the seemingly impossible bill known as the Ten 
Year Payment Plan was passed in 1937. This Bill benefits 
not only Burholme but the entire Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania.

In 1939 Burholme celebrated the twenty-fifth anni
versary of the establishment of its Fourth of July Celebra
tions. All through the years the Burholme Improvement 
Association and the local Boy Scout troops had worked for 
better and safer Fourth of July Celebrations. Parades, 
contests, refreshments, and fire works, helped to make all 
the celebrations successful.

At present the Burholme Improvement Association is 
engaged in one of its most outstanding projects. It is 
establishing a Recreation Center for the people of Bur- 
holme. A large house, badly in need of repairs and lacking 
all of the modern conveniences was taken over. Through 
the assistance of the Department of Public Assistance and 
local volunteer workers the building was completely reno- 
vized. The W.P.A. Educational and Recreational Project 
has supplied teachers for the many subjects. Today, mem
bers of the community can learn Social and Tap Dancing, 
Piano, Painting, Horseback Riding, and the various arts 
and crafts. Ping-Pong Tables, Shuffle Board and a Bowling 
Alley are also in the building. See-saws and Swings have 

been provided for outside recreation. These are only a 
few of the activities planned by the Association in con
junction with this Center.

The present officers of the Burholme Improvement 
Association who are working to make this Recreation 
Center a success arc: John F. McConnell, President; 
Edward M. Buttman, Vice President; Thomas McMenamin, 
Treasurer; Daniel M. Hall, Secretary; Karl Massott, 
Financial Secretary and P. H. Markmann, Jr., Chairman of 
the Board of Directors.

Former members of the community would marvel at the 
great change which has taken place. Today, a beautiful 
monument in honor of our War Dead stands at the junc
tion of the five roads, one of which is a State Highway. 
The Corn Exchange National Bank, the only bank on 
Rising Sun Avenue between Wyoming Avenue and Fox 
Chase, is in the heart of the community. The Public 
Utilities are represented by the Bell Telephone Building. 
Stores, churches, and entertainment places line the five 
streets which radiate from the monument. In place of a 
two room, frame building, our children now attend classes 
in a modern stone school.

Burholme, one of the outstanding communities of the 
great Northeast, is ever willing to co-operate with its 
neighbors to make our city a better place in which to live.

TORRESDALE
By ALFRED M. TOWNSON

'TT’ORRESDALE originally was the site of an Indian 
A Village named Poquessing, later it was known as Ris- 

don’s Ferry, this was an important point of contact with 
traffic on the Delaware River, mail and passengers were 
picked up by the Philadelphia-Trenton boats daily, in fact, 
in the early days before railroads and horse cars, the only 
means of transportation was by boat or driving.

Many people took the boat at 8 o’clock in the morning, 
did their work or shopping in town, and then took the 
3 o'clock boat at Market Street and had tea on deck on 
their way back home, which usually required about one 
hour.

Also it was a common sight to see the carriages and 
four-in-hands driving into town, many wealthy people 
resided in the old Village of Torresdale, and it was a gay 
and fashionable place those days, when the following lead
ing families were in their heighday, the Biddles, Drexels, 
Middletons, Phillips, Carsons, and others.

Mr. Charles Macalester settled on the river front in 
the year 1850 and became a large land owner and later 
named the settlement Torresdale after his hunting lodge in 
Scotland.

It has been difficult to obtain exact information about 
the boundary line of Torresdale as the name is now 
spelled, but starting on the North, bordering Bucks County 
we follow the line of Poquessing Creek to the Byberry 
township line, South on Ashton Road to Academy Road, 
East on Linden Avenue to the Delaware River, and North 
again to Poquessing Creek.

Torresdale always has been, and still is, a farming and 
residential section, one of the most beautiful in Philadel
phia County, ripe for development. There is only one 
small factory in the whole settlement.

There are two fine Country Clubs, The Torresdale- 
Frankford Country Club chartered March 13, 1899 with 
one of the finest Club houses and courses in Philadelphia, 
and also The Holmesburg Country Club with a fine course 
that is pay as you play.

The Torresdale Country Club was founded by Mr. 
Thomas E. Coale and Mr. William Middleton under great 
difficulties. Mr. Coale was president until 1923, one year 
after the consolidation with the Frankford Country Club? 
when Mr. William Diamond became president and still 
retains that office.



DRAMATICS class (shown above) is popular with the students at exclusive Eden Hall Academy, 
Grant ave., Torresdale, maintained by the Religious of the Sacred Heart, famed Roman 
Catholic educational order. Widely known throughout the world, its 100 girl students come 
from .all parts of U. S., the Philippines, four foreign countries (France, England, Scotland, 
Spain). The school was founded in 1847, numbers among its alumnae Mother Katherine 
Drexel, founder of the Order of the Blessed Sacrament, in nearby Cornwells.

&0W

Frankford Presbyterian Church 
to Celebrate 170th Anniversary

Sunday, May 5th, will be anniversary ; 
day in Frankford Presbyterian Church. 
The church was founded in 1770. It is 
now one hundred and seventy years 
since worship was instituted at this 
place, which is now Frankford avenue 
and Church street. This worship has 

i been unbrokenly maintained during all 
these years. Six years prior to the sign-| 
ing of the Declaration of Independence 

| the first church was built on this spot. 1 
The church has therefore witnessed all 1 

! the stirring events in the life of our . 
i country. George Castor and Rudolf Neff 
were pioneers in this movement. Some 
of their descendants arc still associated 

; with the congregation. Originally the . 
[services of the church were in the Ger- j 
j man language. About the year 1802 the 1 
I German was displaced by the, English. .
Many churches in the Northeast have 
sprung from this old mother of church- f 
es. The Sunday School is now 125 years ( 
old. At first only girls were admitted 
to the school. Dr. Laird’s pastorate j 

: has now covered forty-five years. His 
predecessor, Dr. Thomas Murphy, was i 
pastor of the church forty-six years. ' 
The two pastorates cover a period of i ’ 
ninety-one years. Few American b 
churches have been served so long by . 
two successive ministers.

At the 10:30 service Sunday morning, 
Dr. Laird will tell the story of the or-, 
ganization and life of the church, and 
will have many things to say about the 
Frankford to which he came forty-five 
years ago, and the Frankford which we 
now know.

The 125th anniversary of the organi
zing of the Sunday School will be rec
ognized at 11:45, immediately after the[ 
morning service. A pageant entitled, 
“The Passing Years” will be presented.

“LADY BOUNTIFUL” to the thousands of anglers is the huge hatchery of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Fisheries, Torresdale. More than 54,000,000 yellow perch, sunfish, frogs, tadpoles, 
etc., are born here every year to stock streams and rivers throughout the State. Here attendants 
can be seen packing “sunnies” into water-filled tanks preparatory to shipment to the Upper 
Neshaminy. The hatchery adjoins the city’s largest filtration plant, where 176,000,000 gallons 
of water is purified daily.

■1111
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From The Dispatch, April 30, 1920

The Frankford Presbyterian Church 
is planning the celebration of the one- 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
church from May 2 to 7, 1920. This 
church, one of the oldest in this part 
of the city was founded May 4, 1770. 
With the exception of the Quaker 
meeting house on Unity street, so far 
as we know, there is not now in ex
istence in Frankford a single institu
tion which had its being when this 
corner was purchased and set apart for j 
religious purposes. For a century and 
a half many of the leading families of] 
the Northeast section of the city wor
shiped in this church. George Castor 
and six generations of descendants, 
Rudolf Neff and six generations of de
scendants worshiped here. John Deal 
long postmaster of Frankford, was 
many years clerk of the session. Mar
shall D. Yonker directed the music 
more than forty years. The honorable 
W. W. Foulkrod, Frankford’s only Con
gressman, was president of the Board • 
of Trustees for a number of years, as [ 
was also John McMullin. Joseph L.1 
Kinkerter was superintendent of the, 
Sunday School twenty-five years. He I 
was also an elder and trustee. Among | 
other trustees prominent in the com- [ 
munity were Recorder of Deeds Thom i 
as Green and Thomas C. Foster. For 
a time, Matthew Baldwin, the founder 
of the Baldwin Locomotive Works, 
worshiped here, and Robert Cornelius, 
whose homestead has been made a 
park, was an elder.

Golden Wedding Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Horn, 1225 

Aliengrove street, Frankford, cele
brated their golden wedding anniver
sary Wednesday. Mr. Horn, who ob
served his 80th birthday in March, serv
ed 16 years in the old Common and 
Select Councils and was on the old 
School Board. Mrs. Horn is a member 
of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. They have two sons, 
Harold R. and Stanley F. Horn, and 
two daughters, Miss Marion R. Horn 
and Mrs. Charles Noble.

Mrs. William H. Morrison, Sr.. cele-! 
brated her eighty-fourth birthday an-! 
mversary on Wednesday, May 29th, ad 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. Willard' 
Samson, of Forest Grove, Bucks Co ‘

"57 th7 "7° first built’ but continuously under fire for mismanagement 
Indian?1 777^ are s County Prison, House of Correction and. the Home for the
Indigent (all three within eight-block radius). The prison was erected in 1893 to relieve over
crowding at Moyamensing. It received nation-wide notoriety two years ago when four convict*? 

t0 7 a punishment block. The “Correction,” built in 1875
houses 800 men and women§ejv’'g short terms as vagrants, drunkards, rr;~ ~ ~ '

or indent-op \ f centurv to replace the Blockley Ab ,1000

George Henkel, of Frankford avenue, 
started in the bakery business in 
Hohnesburg just forty years ago on 
May 1st, 1900. During all these years 
he has commanded the respect and en
joyed the friendship of the people of 

coinmunity and surrounding
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--- Thaddeus Norris, however, records 

that he landed eight or ten fish on an 
artificial fly in the rapids below the 
Fairmount. Dam just prior to the Civil 
War. Until mine water ruined the 
Susquehanna it was also a scene of 

„Men and Things 
■

Scientist Recalls the Good
Old Shad Days

: '~I~'HE news that shad have begun J their annual run up the Dela- 
ware brings a smile to the lace 

of Henry W. Fowler, Curator of 
Fishes at Philadelphia’s Academy of 
Natural Sciences. The smile is some- 

\ what wistful as he remembers the 
A* da.. ‘.vhen shad really did run up 

the river.
Seated in his little square office, 

surrounded by finny specimens from 
all parts of the world, Mr. Fowler, 
described record catches of' a hun
dred years ago, and the not-so-long- 
ago planked shad dinners which a 
large fishery at Gloucester offered as 
an inducement to visit the scene of 
the shad seining activity. At Glouces
ter horses worked the windlass that 
pulled the seine ropes to shore.

The Delaware has always been 
noted as a shad stream. In 1680 
Mahlon Stacy, writing from New 
Jersey to England, noted that the fish 
were abundant in Chester, where six 
could be bought for a quarter.

The early fisheries began on the up- 
peT'Delaware just prior to the Revolu
tion. Here the fish were driven, In

thriving fisheries.
Drift Net Fishing

The use of rod and reel was limited 
in the extreme, and the practice of 
seining was not common until the 
early part of the past century. The 
fish pen of the Indians and drift nets 
of fine cords were widely used.

What fishing is still taking place on 
the Delaware, Hudson and Susque
hanna is done by gilling with drift 
nets—a practice that persisted after 
the man- and horse-drawn seines 
had become part of the legend of the 
once abundant Delaware.

Housewives will find little comfort 
in the prices of half a century ago. 
Roe shad weighing five to eight pounds 
could be bought for five cents a pound, 
and nearly twice as far back twelve 
or thirteen cents would net a thrifty 
Philadelphian a whole fish dinner. 
One Philadelphian recalls having 
bought an eight-pound roe shad at 
Gloucester for fifteen cents in 1898.
Fate of the Eggs

Mr. Fowler explains the fact that 
buck shad are the first to appear on 
the market stands in this way: As a 
part of the natural spawning predian-fashion, into pens. Being a sea-

sonal enterprise, the runs began in liminaries, the males or bucks pre- 
,early spring and continued until June, cede the roes or females up the river

Amongst the familiar fisheries at by several days. They head for the 
the turn of the century were Dunks 
Ferry (Eddington), Badger Island 

“shad wallows” to spawn.
This usually takes place over sand

While spawning the(Maple Beach), which was visited by or mud bars.
fish mix in a school, swimming near
the surface, where they cause con-

. farmers from miles about, and Dutch
-'‘reck, which employed fifty men. _____ _

Another famous fishery was Hed- siderable disturbance. The fertilized 
ley Manor, owned by the Burton fam-.- 
ily., Mr. Fowler made some of his . 
first studies of fish-life at this seine, 
which was operated in the daytime 
between trips of the river steamer. 
For more than a hundred years these 
shad-netting enterprises carried on. 
Frequently those like the Hedley 
Manor fishery were family concerns.
Followers of Shad Haul

The men who worked the nets de
serve a chapter for themselves. 
Characters like “Herring Charley” 
and “Catfish Bill” are representative 
of this band of migrants of the Vic- 

I torian era. These transient workers 
started their season in the Carolinas 

j and followed the shad up the coast to

the Virginias, then Maryland, and 
finally the Delaware.

At the finish of the shad season they 
-drifted off to berry-picking and local 
truck patches. Legends and whispers 
about their dubious behavior were 
widely circulated when the seine men 
appeared each season with the shad.

May 1, 1833, is a red-letter day, for 
this marks the date of the Delaware’s 
greatest run—a catch of 30,000 shad.

The tributary Schuylkill, too, had 
its short-lived day as a shad stream. 
Short-lived because of the early date 
that saw dams constructed across it. 
By 1818 the dam at Reading and the 
Fairmount dam at Philadelphia com
pleted its doom.

eggs sink to the bottom, and are 
hatched in from three days to a week.

Though a roe shad may carry an 
estimated 100,000 eggs, the average 
is 25,000. Many of these are destroyed 
by hosts of small fish that lurk about 
the “wallows,” or by sudden changes 
in temperature, or by being smoth
ered in the mud.

Before pollution doomed the Dela
ware, the “wallows” occurred far be
yond Trenton. Now fish that seek 
to spawn in this river—frequently 
from necessity—drop their eggs in 
deep water.

After the young fish hatch the shad 
move into less shallow water, and in 
the autumn drop down river to brack
ish water. After spawning the fish, 
known as “down runners” or “racers,” 
are easily distinguishable by their 
spent and flabby condition. Some of 
them probably die soon after spawn
ing, while the others return to the sea 
before running upstream again.

Perhaps the complete story of Phil
adelphia’s famous fisheries will never 
be told, though some citizens still sur
vive who remember the pristine dec
ades when shad ran in schools where 
the present Philadelphia-to-Camden 
span crosses the river..

John H. Ful weiler

Two Famous Reporters
Death of Mrs. George Kennan, widow of the famous Siberian 

traveler, revives a tale of remarkable adventures. Kennan was the 
American who made “Darkest Russia” a thriller back in the eighties.

Audiences in such theatres as that at 10th and Vine sts., where 
melodrama was seen at its height, were horrified by the woes of 
Siberian exiles as painted by George Kennan.

I have talked with his brother-in-law, Frederick J. McWade, 
Civil War veteran of Holmesburg and now 93 years of age, about 
Kennan’s travels. They were Ohio soldiers in Grant’s army.

Kennan, in 1866, went out with a small company of surveyors 
to map a route for a telegraph line across Alaska ‘to Siberia. The 
daring American then elected to come home by way of Siberia and 
was the first from any outside country to cross that land of ice, 
exile colonies and terror.

Kennan’s newspaper articles were the big sensation of that 
era. In popular interest his tales of “Darkest Russia” compared 
with those of Henry M. Stanley’s “Darkest Africa.” The latter 
newspaper reporter, had been commissioned to find Dr. David Liv
ingstone, who had disappeared in Equatorial regions.

Those two journalists, one dramatizing the domain of snow 
and frigid temperature, the other the vast and little known jungle 
lands of the Equator, made history books and packed lyceum lec
ture auditoriums.

As for brother-in-law McWade, I talked with him on his 93d 
birthday, when he was preparing to move out to his Holmesburg 
bungalow for the summer.

GIRARD

Famed Philadelphian
Pioneer in Florida Land

Sequel to Hamilton
Diss+on's, 4,000,000-Acre Venture
Our well-known lumberman of Philadelphia and West Ches

ter, Robert G. Kay, wintered in Florida. Now he passes along to me 
the story of another Philadelphian’s plunge into Alligator real es
tate to the extent of 4,000,000 acres at one big bite.

The renowned manufacturer of saws and Republican political 
leader, Hamilton Disston, was that daring adventurer into the 
lumber game of Florida.

Many old-timers in this big town remember the powerful Diss
ton and his beautiful home in North Broad street. He was counted 
a very rich man and was extremely popular.

Since Mr. Kay got his facts from Bion H. Barnett, of the Bar
nett National Bank which figured in the great Disston land deal, I 
believe they are accurate.

A huge land trust, or Improvement Fund as it was named, con
trolled 12,500,000 acres. It sold 4,000,000 acres to Mr. Disston for 
$1,000,000. After he had paid half that amount, he arranged to sell 
2,000,000 acres to Sir Edward J. Reed, of England. Mr. Barnett 
says he was informed at the time that Sir Edward agreed to pay 
$600,000 to Mr. Disston and the remaining $500,000 which the latter 
still owed on his big purchase.

Which, if the agreement had been carried out, would have net
ted the Philadelphia Republican leader $100,000 on his entire ven
ture, plus 2,000,000 acres which he still retained.

Now Banker Barnett says: “I doubt if Disston ever got that 
$100,000 from Sir Edward.”
Pioneer in Florida Lumber

Mr. Barnett’s bank helped the Englishman finance his pur- 
se ^rom Disston. It loaned him $50,000, taking as security 500 - 000 acres of his land.
But the enterprising Philadelphian saw manufacturer—he was 

a son of the Disston who founded the great saw works largest in 
America—was a progressive individual.

His energies in promoting timber iand sales opened up a vast 
extent of Florida. Disston projected railroads and was actually the 
pioneer who engineered the beginning of what afterwards devel
oped into a great Florida timber industry.
. More than 20 years after Disston made nis memorable foray 
aaa real es.tate, Banker Barnett deeded to a company 250,-
000 of the acres which his bank had held as security for Sir Edward 
Reed’s loan of $50,000.

Other noted Pennsylvanians since Hamilton Disston’s day 
turned their eyes and opened their purses in a big way in Flor
ida. One was Robert Coleman, baron of the famed Cornwall iron 
mines in the Lebanon Valley. Another was the late Clarence H 
Geist, with his astonishing club in which, it is said, $7,000 000 was invested. ’

Joseph E. Widener’s venture was mainly confined to a wonder- . 
lui race track with appropriate accessories.

MAY 31, 1940
Disston Firm

Celebrates 100 th 
Anniversary

LOCATED IN TACONY IN 1870
Celebrating the 100th anniversary in 

business of’ Henry Disston & Sons,* 
Inc., and the 121st anniversary of the 
birth of the founder of the famous 
Tacony saw-making plant, a memorial 
gate to the Disston athletic field was

i dedicated last Friday.
i Richard T. Nalle, -vice president in 
charge of operations, presented a dia
mond pin to George Metzger, 7122 
Cottage street, for 70 years of service 
with the firm. Now 83, he is foreman 
of the blacksmith shop. Six men have 
worked 60 years, 72 for 50 years, 125 
for 40 years, 160 for 30 years and 250 
for 20 years each.

The wrought iron gate is supported ‘ 
by two stone pillars. S. Horace Diss
ton, grandson of the founder and pres
ent head of the firm, placed compa-; 
records and tools under one of the pii. 
ars. An inscription, “1840-1940—100 
Disston years,” will be cut into a stone 
plaque. ..... i

Born in Tewksbury, England, in 
1819, Henry Disston came to Philadel-1 
phia in 1833. His father died three ( 
days after his arrival.

Left to support a sister, the 14-year- 
old boy obtained a job as an apprentice 
with a saw-making company, which
failed in 1840.

Accepting tools and materials in lieu ( 
of salary, young Henry opened his own ( 
shop near Old Christ Church. For five 
years he struggled along, producing 
and selling his own saws.

Almost bankrupt, he decided on a 
daring gamble. He moyed to larger 
quarters at Front and Laurel streets, in 
1844, and adopted revolutionary pro
duction methods that were the spring
boards for a rapid and spectacular rise 
to wealth.

Expanding still further, he moved the 
plant to its present location in 1870. 
Two years later he established hi^ own 
crucible saw steel plant, the first of its 
kind in the United States..

Approximately 77 buildings in the 
immaculately kept grounds house 2502 
employes kept busy manufacturing 
2000 products. The recreational outlet 
is the spacious company-owned ath
letic field nearby.

Charles P. McMenamy Post No. 176, 
American Legion held their Memorial, 
Service at the Baptist Church on Sunday j 
evening, May 26th. There was a large 
attendance both of the Post and Unit. 
John \V. Cox, Post Commander, was in 
charge. Charles L. Lewis, Post Adju- . 

• tant, read the names of those who lost 
, their lives in the World War while the' 

members of the Post stood at attention ! 
and faced the West after which taps; 
were sounded. At previous memorial' 
services citation awards were presented i 

’ to Mr. F.J. McWade, Mr. Z. T. Kirk, 
and Mr. William Boal. At this service Is 
Mr. R. Scott Banister read the qualifica
tions of the recipient of the citation and 
announced the name of Mr. Fred P. Long 
as the one chosen by the committee of 
the Post. Mr. Z. T. Kirk was awarded 
his citation posthumously as he had 
passed away before it could be presented. 
His daughter, Mrs. Thomas Johnson 
represanted the family when it was pre
sented. r

Charles P. McMenamy Post 178, ■ 
American Legion, held their Sunday 
Memorial Service at the Holmesburg 
Baptist Church- last Sunday evening. 
Mr. F. J. McWade, the only surviving 
Civil War veteran in this section of the 
city, was present, and Mrs. Sarah Mc
Menamy, the mother of the Comrade 
the Post is named after, and Mrs. Ethel 
Leary, President of the Ladies’ Auxil
iary, were present. The Post presented 
an American Legidn Citation Award to 
Fred P. Long, who has the qualifica
tions as a Citizen of Holmesburg to re
ceive such a' certificate. The Post anti
cipates a large turnout for the parade 
on Saturday afternoon in the city, 
which was postponed from last week 
on account of the weather. Meet at tjie 
Post 1 P. M. sharp. Post meeting Mon
day evening, June 3rd.



* 7 .4
9 3S IT H n

____ - - — ■Newtown, Bucks County, is fortunate in that many of her citizens have an ultra modern appreciation 
of the importance of preserving her historical background. The famous old "Bird-in-Hand" tavern, 
finished probably in 1723, was purchased by Edward R. Barnsley, Esq., to save it from destruction. 
The building has been reconstructed following the original, externally, and is now Mr. Barnsley's office.

Cz MONG towns adjacent to The Old 

York Road one of the most interesting is 

historic Newtown. Probably the earliest 

record is the deed for two hundred and

fifty acres to Shadrach Valley from 

William Penn, March 22, 1681, eighteen 

days after the execution of the grant from 

King Charles II.

BQfiDER1N$
GIVIN(TFREtlJ5E«FWS
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this stone was erected on the small 
tract remaining from the strip of land 
deeded by William Penn in 1727 to 
"our town of Newtown" for a Common. 
Master Charles McKenney, points to 
the inscription which his grandfather, 
Mr. Robert B. McKenney carved.



Just below Newtown Borough is George School, 
founded in 1893, under the care of the Phila
delphia Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends, 
Fifteenth and Race Streets. George A. Walton, 
A. M., principal, is not only renowned as an 
educator, but also for his work with the American 
Friends Service Committee.

The home of the Newtown New Century Club is 
the former Bucks County Academy, built in 1798. 
"It is said that the Academy was the first school 
of high grade in Bucks County and the ninth in 
the State.''

Washingtons Headquarters in Newtown, after the 
gattle of Trenton, were in a brownstone house at 
Sycamore Street and Washington Avenue. The 
present house the third on the site, is believed built 
of stone of the Headquarters House and on the 
original foundation.

In 1764, Amos Strickland built the 
house now known as the Brick Hotel. 
The moulding and the detail of the 
staircase are of the finest type of wood
work and carving. The original doors 
are paneled on both sides.

The history of Newtown Meeting House, a booklet 
on which has been published by the "Newtown 
Enterprise,'' is particularly interesting. The first : 
ground purchased by Newtown Preparative Meeting 
of Friends upon which the meeting house was 
erected was made in 1818.

"The oldest institution in Newtown in continuous 
organization is the Presbyterian Church, founded 
in 1734.'' The building shown was erected in 1769. 
After the battle of Trenton, December 25, 1776, 
captured Hessian soldiers were quartered there
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(J Newtown is justly proud of an efficient 
volunteer fire company, originally the 
Washington Fire Company organized 
in 1824. Their first engine was built 
by Patrick Lyon of Philadelphia in 1796.

kittle remains to remind one of the days, beginning 
n 1726, when Newtown was the county seat of Bucks 
bounty, except the dignified old houses on Court 
street. Beautifully proportioned shuttered doorways 
ire characteristic.

Mr. arid Mrs. Andrew Michie cele
brated their golden wedding anniver-1 
sary at their summer home in Lans-| 
dale, Montgomery Co., Pa., on Friday, 
August 2. Forty guests were served 
with supper. Among these were Mr. 
and Mrs. John Edwards and Mr. David 
Watson, of Holmesburg. Mrs. Ed
wards is a sister of Mr. Michie and Mr. 
Watson a nephew. Mrs. William Wat
son, of Germantown, and Mrs. William , 
Jaques, of Berkeley, California, are 
also sisters. Mr. and Mrs. Michie have 
five sons and two daughters, who were 
all present. Mrs. Jaques, who came east 
especially for the celebration, will leave 
for California on Monday of next week.

Mr. Frank G. Castor celebrated his 
75th birthday last Tuesday at his home, 
8204 Frankford avenue. Mr. Castor has 
always lived in the same block, having 
been born at 8226 Frankford avenue, 
then at 8022 when he married January 
1st, 1891, and moving to his present 
residence in 1904.

Tracing History 
By Phila. Streets

Kensington Ave.
Northeast from 2400 N. Front 

St., to 4232 Frankford Ave.
Anthony Palmer, wealthy 

ship captain and merchant, came 
to this city from the Barbados 
in 1709 and bought extensive 
tracts of land in the northern 
section of the city. He was prom
inent in the affairs of the colony 
and established a town which he 
called Kensington, after the 
English parish which is now part 
of London. The principal street 
was given the same name. It 
was also known as Plank Rd. 
for many years.
Tomorrow—Berks St.

FRANKFORD
By ELMER SCHLICHTER

NO DISTINCTIVE part of Philadelphia; not one of 
its community centres, combines present day progres

siveness with a wealth of historic value more completely 
:han Frankford.

With its business and civic organizations leading in 
ap-building commercial interests, its Historical Society care' 
fully cherishes each relic, each memory of a participation 
in the early formation of a great American City.

History tells us that one of William Penn s surveyors, 
a Thomas Holme, surveyed the region in 1681-82, the year 
before the arrival of Penn. Before William Penn acquired 
his Province of Pennsylvania, that portion of the country 
had been in possession of the Dutch and also of James, 
Duke of York, afterward King James I of England. Sev- 
eral grants of land were made by them to various settlers, 
and these grants were in some instances afterward con- 
firmed by William Penn and his Commissioners. So that, 
even before Penn acquired Pennsylvania it was inhabited 
in several places, one of which was the land along and 
near the mouth of Frankford Creek. This land appear 
however, to have been marshy ground, though wd1 covered 
by good timber at various places. I" evidence of this is 
the letter of Jonathan ixvkmson, who in 1715 wrote that 
“a rord at the creek by his land (meaning one Thomas 
Fairman whose land was along the Frankford Creek) would 
be needful, as the winds drove the waters from the Dela- 
ware over much marshy land”. The early name of this 
creek was in doubt. The Indians called it “Takene” and 
also “Inessionomuk” or “Eel Skin River”, while the Swedes, 
before the arrival of Penn, called it the “Taokanick”.

Tingstrom’s map of 1645'55 spoke of the village on this 
stream, but just how it received its name has been dis
puted. A company of German mystics organized in Frank' 
fort, Germany, under the name of the Frankfort Coni' 
pany, purchased the land and the name of the settlement 
was Anglicized into Frankford. Another version is that 
the name came from a man named Frank who ran a small 
ferry across the Creek and that the crossing became known 
as Frank’s Ford.

Richard and John Worrell emigrated to this country 
from England in 1682. They held grants of land from 
Penn of that part which made Dublin Township, and in
cluded Frankford. This became the permanent home of 
the Worrells and we read that the First Protest against 
Slavery was read in the year 1788 at the monthly meeting 
of Friends held in the home of Richard Worrell in Main 
Street, Frankford. This family forfeited their membership 
in the Friends’ Society to take part in the Revolution. On 
the sidewall of the house at 4355 Frankford Avenue is a 
plaque which reads:

“Erected by the people of Frankford to mark 
the side of an arch where on behalf of the 
citizens and assisted by a chorus of 24 young 
ladies General Isaac Worrell welcomed Gen' 
eral Marquis De Lafayette”

September — 1824
These young Indies' were dressed in white and each 

represented ’a State of the Union. A paper in the Frank' 
ford Historical Society gives a detailed description of the 
event and tells of the address of welcome made by Major 
General Isaac Worrell of the War of the Revolution and 
1812, and a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly. His 
brother, John Harley Worrell, made the powder used in 
the War of 1812, the mill being located on the outskirts 
of the town. This house was occupied continuously by the 
Worrell family for two hundred and twenty-five years.

The first Quaker meeting house was erected at Wain 
and Unity Streets; the Jolly Post Inn is mentioned as far 
back as 1698, and years later Washington’s Army encamped 
in the vicinity on the march to Yorktown, while Wash
ington dined at the inn, located on Main Street, or the 
King s Highway, as Frankford Avenue was known.

Frankford was not organized as a borough until 1800. 
From then until the Consolidation Act of 1854 it remained 
an independent municipality. Ground was broken for the 
Frankford elevated railway September 13, 1915; it was 
opened November 4, 1922, with a celebration in Frank
ford; and regular operation began November 5th. Delay 
was due to a number of causes, including difficulties over



leases and controversy over types ol construction. 1 he 
community, once confined to Frankford within restricted 
boundaries expanded greatly with the operation ol the 
elevated railway. With its arrival (he whole Northeast 
section ol Philadelphia grew in population and hu: incss 
enterprise. Assessed valuations for Frankford in 1920, two 
years before the opening ol the elevated, totaled $26,895/ 
900. Fifteen years later this value was doubled. The 
total for 1939 was $53,795,450, with property valued at 
$7,666,900 exempt.

There was in those days an intimacy which progress 
of later years, while not wiping out, dulled. In those times 
we talked in our Dispatch, in our Gazette, and in our News 
Gleaner, of the "bands on the street", as a part of the 
Frankford celebration it was in 1922 of "the baby parade 
on the Avenue" and "the industrial parade by manufac' 
turers and merchants" and the “burning ol the mortgage 
of the Legion House".

These were all intimacies to which the cordial “Hello 
Bill” added a warmth of sociability which some feel has 
departed with the coming of the modern betterments and 
a newer generation.

Today, what was a decade ago, almost a sembrural 
community, is a lively, thriving and progressive city of its 
own. Like other busy communities, it has its own organF 
zations of business elements, such as the Business Men's 
and Taxpayers Association of Frankford, organized in 1896, 
and here also the Northeast Philadelphia Chamber of Com' 
merce was organized.

The value of such civic bodies was never better illus' 
trated than upon an occasion last February. Members of 
different organizations presented the needs of Northeast 
Philadelphia to the Honorable Robert E. Lamberton, the 
Mayor, at a meeting in City Hall. Their mission was not 
only one of good will, but the substantial one of presenting 
concretely the betterments needed in this part of the City.

The delegates from the Northeast comprised representa' 
tives from fourteen community organizations covering a 
most generous part of the City as it relates to territory 
and population. Upon this occasion a number of projects 
needful for expansion and development were presented. 
Their ready completion pertain to the health, welfare, and 
convenience of 250,000 residents. They covered more than 
the routine improvements of a municipality demanded and 
granted the citizen. They asked for betterments contiguous 
to a great, growing territory and these included the com' 
pletion of the sewer system of the Northeast section, the 
building of a bridge over Frankford Creek at Lefevre and 
Margaret Streets, the construction of a sea wall or bull/ 
head in front of properties facing the Creek between the 
Delaware River and Orthodox Street, the dredging of the 
Creek, and the extension'of the Frankford elevated railway 
from the present terminus at Bridge Street. The Mayor 
promised his support for these and other projects for ad
vancement, which were presented. But some of these plans 
have met with conditions ol retardation. There is not.

The Frankford Arsenal
BRIDGE AND TACONY STREETS

THE land on which Frankford Arsenal is situated was 
obtained by transfer from John Penn, Thomas Penn, 

and Richard Penn, to Alexander Hamilton in May 1772, at 
a price of one Shilling, Sterling, for each 100 acres. As the 
reservation contains about 91 acres, its cost was less than 
one shilling. Frankford Arsenal was established under the 

; general authority which provided that depots be erected 
in various parts of the country, as contained in an Act of 
Congress in 1815. The work of constructing the Arsenal 
proceeded gradually until the war with Mexico, at which 
time it was engaged principally in repair work, interspersed 
with certain manufacturing activities. The archives show 
the production of such items as flint caps, grape shot, 1 2' 
pounder strapped shot, quick matches, eprouvette beds, 
sabots, vent punches, bombazette cartridges. During the 
war period from April 1917 to November 1918, it expanded 
over forty million dollars in its manufactures.

Frankford Arsenal deals principally in problems con' 
nected with the development of small arms ammunition, 
artillery shells, and fire control instruments for all classes 
of artillery. At present, some of the more pressing prob' 
lems in the ammunition research department are the deveb 
opment of the high velocity armor piercing ammunition 
for caliber .30 and .50 rifles; core steel of improved inv 
pact qualities, and improvements in the shape of the core 
of the bullet to give maximum efficiency.

The Fire Control laboratory conducts research in the 
field of optics, acoustics, electronics, and the mechanics of 
various types of computing mechanisms. The research 
work in optics has been concerned currently in the design 
of optical elements suitable for fire control instruments with 
a view to reducing, at the same time, the number of dif- 
ferent types of optical glasses required. This Laboratory 
includes an Acoustic Laboratory for the development of 
aircraft listening devices. With the advent of the coni' 
plicated fire control systems for antiaircraft artillery, the 
complexity of fire control problems has increased. The 
automatic transmission of data required by director coir 
trol of anti-aircraft guns has introduced many problems 
concerning these systems.

The principal items that will be procured by Frank' 
ford Arsenal in connection with the rearmament program 
include fire control instruments, clocks, watches, brass 
cartridge cases, forgings for projectiles, metal parts for 
primers and fuzes, and small arms ammunition. Approxi' 
mately 4700 employees arc now working at the Frankford 
Arsenal.

for instance, a complete agreement as to the extension of 
the elevated railway line. Some believe it should not be. 
Mr. Exley, the City Transit Director, feels that the most 
feasible transportation improvement in the Northeast is a 
subway extension of the elevated line from Bridge Street 
to Pennypack Circle. He is quoted as feeling that in view 
of the City’s financial condition a subway out Roosevelt 
Boulevard at an estimated cost of $48,800,000 is out of the 
question, while more possible arc subways from the term' 
inus of the “L” to Pennypack Circle over Cheltenham 
Avenue, costing $13,500,000, or over Bustleton Avenue, 
costing $13,300,000, these to furnish high speed transporta' 
tion for the area and prepare for the ultimate construction 
of the Roosevelt Boulevard line.

Important matters have developed since the visit of the 
Frankford citizens to the Mayor. The contracts for the 
installation of intercepting chambers connecting sewers di' 
rectly with the City sewage disposal plant at Delaware 
Avenue and Wheatsheaf Lane, made in March, 1937, are 
practically completed, and with them arose the question 
of ownership in Frankford Creek. Congress passed a bill 
declaring this a non-navigable stream and ended War De' 
partment jurisdiction over it. This permits the City to 
carry out its plan to undertake a flood control project along 
the Creek. This will mean widening the stream to permit 
flood waters to flow, and the construction of retaining 
walls, at an approximate cost of $2,500,000.

The necessity for the bridge across the Creek at Mar' 
garet'Lefevre Streets has been recognized for years. It 
facilitates communication between Frankford and Brides' 
burg, and those urging it were much encouraged in April 
of this year, when Mayor Lamberton in a letter to S. 
Walter Foulkrod, Jr., the President of the Business Men’s 
and Tax Payers’ Association of Frankford, said that he 
expected to have the work under contract in two months

KILLER FIRES SHOT 
INTO FARM HOME 

OF SLAIN BOY
MURDERER SURROUNDED

Flemington, N. J., Aug. 19.—The 
fugitive slayer of Julius Norwich, 
21, crept through the encircling 
campfires of the manhunt early this 
morning and fired a shotgun blast 
through a ground floor window of 
the Norwich farmhouse.

The report of the gun and crash 
of glass brought members of the 
posse rushing into the Norwich 
farmyard. They fanned out for a 
quick hunt, but the slayer had dis
appeared in the covering darkness 
of nearby woods.

This incident at 3 A. M. convinced 
C. Lloyd Fisher, Hunterdon county 
prosecutor, that his posse has the 
slayer surrounded and will catch 
him before the day is over.

He had 100 armed men mobilized 
at daybreak and they began to 
tighten their cordon under instruc
tions to shoot to kill, if necessary.

Two airplanes aided the hunt yes
terday. From one, Fisher surveyed 
1he countryside. The other was 
flown by Arthur Holzschuh, 8027 
Frankford av., Philadelphia, hus
band of Mrs. Isabelle Holzschuh, 
a sister of the dead boy. Holzschuh 
is sales manager for an automobile 
agency at 203 N. Broad st., and an 
amateur flier. When he received 
word of the murder he flew his wife 
to Three Bridges, landing on a 
farmer’s field from which he op
erated on a “hedge-hopping” search 
of the countryside.

Thomas I. Parkinson, formerly of 
Torresdale, President of the Equitable. 
Insurance Co. of New York, is espe-j 
cially interested in tlie Bicentennial' 
Celebration of the U. of P. He is the 
National Chairman of Alumni.

The sum of $5,035,000, representing 
the University of Pennsylvania Bi
centennial Fund contributed in the 
last three years by more than 18,000 
alumni and non-alumni, was handed 
to Dr. Thomas S. Gates, president of 
the University, at ceremonies rich 
in color and tradition held yester
day morning in the “Big Quad” of 
the dormitory enclosure, 37th and 
Spruce sts. t________
ACCEPTED BY GATES

While more than 5000 alumni, pop
ulating the “Quad” from the facades 
of Magee and Ashurst houses, on the 
east, to the junior balcony on the 
west, applauded, Dr. Gates accepted 
the gift and commented upon the 
amazing response, in funds and work 
and intellectual enthusiasm, which 
has been a significant feature of the 
week-lone urogram. __  
PEPPER SPEAKS

Wildly acclaimed by the alumni— 
from ’68 to ’39—was the presentation 
of General Alumni Society awards 
of merit to Edgar M. Dilley, ’97, au
thor of the words of “Hail, Pennsyl
vania,” and Harry Ca Westervelt, 
’98, who wrote the words for “The 
Red and Blue.”

Other speakers on the program in
cluded former U. S. Senator George 
Wharton Pepper, Thomas I. Parkin
son, president of the Equitable In
surance Society of the United States 
and chairman of the National Alum
ni Bicentennial Committee; Crozer 
F. Martin, ’41, and John T. Cumbler, | 
’41.
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Trolley Wheels on Memory Lane

When the P. T. C. lifts its rails from Old York Road, and buses take the place of Route 55 trolley cars, old-timers who rode 
out to Willow Grove, singing all the way, on open-sided cars, will hum again “The Jolly Trolley Party”

I At Last ■ the Bus Sounds Doom^l\X&
. . ------- -----  „ \ . J Then there were the songs. Eighty

Jolly Trolley Parties
By CYNWYD PENNAR

Members of the McKinley-for- 
President Clubs, the Grover C. 

I Cleveland Marching and Clambake 
I Clubs, and the Carrie T. Nation 
Temperance and Oyster Supper So
cieties had better brace themselves

Summer nights saw from one to a people in a car could have a lot of 
! fun cutting loose with barber-shopdozen parades of them—lines of

* &

for a bit of bad news. To wit:
The gasoline engine is here 

| stay.
And in case they don’t know

to

it,
that means that the Jolly Trolley 
Party, with a band-car full of han
dle-bar moustaches curled around 
trombones and tubas, blasting away 
with “Daisy Bell” or “After the 
Ball” as it leads a parade of a dozen 
brilliantly-illuminated street cars to 
Willow Grove by way of Old York 
Road, is about to become as dead as 
the antimacassar or the gold tooth
pick.
Preview Trip

The Philadelphia Transportation 
Company is getting ready, right 
now, to drive the last nail in its cof
fin.

On September 6, the Company an
nounces, one of its 152 brand-new 

“up-to-the - min- 
“mf°rtab>e buses will be 

loaded to the 
Plimsoll mark 
with borough and 
township officials 

(of Jenkintown, 
Abington and oth
er Old York Road 
communities, and 
will set off on a 
preview trip from 

B* Olney Terminal

open-sided summer cars, draped 
with bunting and signs, strung with 
strings of the newfangled electric 
lights around the top and up the 
trolley pole, with pennants flung 
from trolley-ropes, rolling noisily 
out 8th st. or Germantown Road, to 
the music of bands in the lead cars.
Flavored to Taste

As a social institution, it combined 
all the best features of a clambake 

a picnic, and a 
Fourth Ward 
dance with the 
breathless adven
ture of horseless 
locomotion. And it 
could be flavored,

' And on Sep
tember 8, street cars will vanish 
from Route 55, replaced by buses. 
A few will remain for local service 
at peak hours between Olney Ter
minal and City Line, but that’s only 
temporary. And above City Line 
the Company will start tearing up 
its tracks.

“We are very happy,’’ says the 
company cheerfully, “to report that 
all of the 152 new buses will be in 
operation by October 13.” Most of 
them will replace older buses on 
Routes R, B, Q, O, K, T, N, W, 76, 
77 and J.

Which is all right. That’s pro
gress . . . But the Company needn’t 
be so darned happy about tearing
up the tracks on Route 55.

Progress or no progress, a 
of middle-aged Phila'delphians
going to go right 
on remembering 
the night of the 
Jerry Mahoney 
Clambake Club’s 
Moonlight Trolley 
Excursion, or the 
Starlight Party of 
the First Church’s 

, Young People’s
Union; and how 
they rattled and 
bounced over

lot 
are

those tracks on 
Old York Road, 
singing “Put Me 
Off at Buffalo” or
“I Don’t Want to Play in Your Yard” 
or “Just Tell Them That You Saw 
Me”—and having more fun than any 
borough officials will eve^•^ ^ ,^-

with beer 
songs, to suit 
taste.

Thomas

or 
any

D.
Kiniry, assistant 
superintendent of 
transportation for 
the Philadelphia 
Transport a t i o n 
Company, tells us

that it all began long before P. R. T., 
the daddy of P. T. C., was born.

The Bainbridge st. line started it 
in 1892, when it sold its horses and 
sent horseless horse-cars whizzing 
through space at 20 miles an hour, 
giving off sparks.

That swept the thrill-loving 
younger generation off its feet. 
And swept horses out of the car
barns. Within two years every 
horse-car line in Philadelphia— 
there were 66 separate companies— 
had been electrified. And the trol
ley-party was a full-grown institu
tion.

Usually they went by the name of 
"Starlight Excursions,” and mostly 
they were community affairs. A 
neighborhood carnival, or church, 
would organize an excursion to Tor- 
resdale Park, or to Chestnut Hill’s 
White City, or to the picnic grove at 
Sherwood Park at 54th st. and Bal
timore av., or to Woodside, and sell 
20 cent trolley tickets for 50 cents— 
leaving 30 cents for the new steeple.

Or the proprietor of a big restau
rant at 4th st. and Girard av., would 
get up a Moonlight Trip for the 
neighborhood. Or a saloonkeeper 
of the high-license.days, like Andrew 
Mahan, a blind man who kept a 
place at 10th st. and Columbia av., 
would promote a big party to go 
trolley-jaunting to Frankford or An
gora, returning at midnight for a 
clambake or beefsteak roast.
It was Fun in Those Days

“It didn’t cost much, and it doesn’t 
sound very exciting now," says 
Kiniry, "but people knew how to 
have fun in those days.”

For one thing, 
there were the 
seats. The cars 
were made to hold 
70 passengers — 
seven to a bench— 
but the trolley- 
parties livened 
things up by 
crowding in eight 
to a bench (“Last 
three seats for 
smokers, please. 
Don’t annoy the 
ladies!”)

And Kiniry has 
always had a no- 

j<qon that extra crowding was a good

chords on “Down Went McGinty’’— 
"Down went McGinty to the bottom 

of the sea!
He must be very wet.
They haven’t found him yet 

Dressed in his best suit of clothes."
Or with “Daisy Bell”—
“Daisy, Daisy, give me your an

swer, do!
I’m half crazy, all for the love 

of you—
It won’t be a stylish marriage, 
For I can’t afford a carriage, 
But you’ll look sweet upon the 

seat
Of a bicycle built for two.”
And on the way home, as the mood 

grew mellower, the favorite was the 
sweetly sad bit of melancholia called 
“After the Ball’’—

“Many a heart is aaaaaching, if 
you could read them all;

Many the hopes that have vaaa- 
nished—af-ter the ball!"

Hit Stride in 1896
But trolley-parties really hit their 

stride in 1896. That was the year 
that Willow Grove Park opened, on 
the site of what had been a bicycle 
race-track for "scorchers,” adjoin
ing the older Mineral Springs Park.

A Willow Grove trolley-party was 
definitely top-drawer stuff. The 
Union Traction Co. saw to that, by 
paying hefty salaries for bands that 
could lure more cash customers to 
Willow Grove in one day than any 
1940 swing favorite sees in a week.

There was John Philip Sousa and 
his band, playing The Stars and 
Stripes Forever, Semper Fidelis and 
Soldiers of the King, along with 
snatches from Le Coq d’Or and Rosa- 
munde.

There was Walter Damrosch, 
straight from the Metropolitan 
Opera House, playing the music of 
Wagner and Liszt. Victor Herbert, 
giving Philadelphia its first hearing 
of his own Kiss Me Again and the 
latest waltzes from Vienna.

There was Arthur Pryor and his 
trombone, beating time for The Lib-

. erty Bell March 
^3 7* omV? with a baton that 

was almost as

spine, but not 
quite. And Fred
erick Stock, Pat
rick Conway, and 
Theodore Thomas 
all with bands 
that had “played 
before the crown
ed heads of Eur
ope."

Four or five Each Season
Four and five of them appeared 

each season. And nearly always 
—for years and years—there was 
one of Philadelphia’s favorites, Sal
vatore Creatore. Half of Philadel
phia went to hear his music—favor
ite pieces rrom Faust, William Tell, 
La Gioconda and the Italian operas.

And the other half went to see him 
direct, sliding into each number 
with a mad combing of his hair, 
hunching his shoulders and beating 
time with a crawl-stroke motion all 
his own, bringing out the ripples of 
the flute with a wagging little fin
ger.

All this was part of the trolley- 
party of the '90s. So it’s no wonder 
that a Philadelphia songsmith 
named James Glenn was finally 
overcome with the beauty of it all, 
and poured his emotions into a spe
cial song called “The Jolly Trolley 
Party."

It started out:
“When the stars are brightly 

shining
“And the summer eve is fair, 

“And the moon looks down upon 
the silvery tide;

“When the girls are gaily 
singing

“And sweet music fills the air, 
"That’s the time for you to 

enjoy a trolley ride."
And ended with a suggestion that 

the trolley-rider would find happi
ness sitting by his sweetheart’s side 
and "squeezing her tiny hand.” Dar
ing stuff, in the '90s.

Trolley-parties, Kiniry tells us, 
began disappearing as a social func
tion at the turn of the century, when 
the novelty of horseless locomotion 
wore off.
End of an Era

The automobile finished the job, 
although chartered-car parties for 
special events continued. As late 
as 1918, "Polly 
Evans" was stag
ing Outing Fund 
Parties for the 
old North Amer
ican, and charter
ing 70 cars to 
take youngsters 
to the city’s .A 
parks.

But those were
n’t old-fashioned 
trolley parties. 
For one thing, 
nobody fell off 
the steps. And no 
real trolley-party ever got under! 
way until somebody had fallen off 
the steps that ran the length of the 
old, open summer-cars.

And now, to write finis to the 
Jolly Trolley Party era, they’re 
going to tear up the track of Route 
55.

We said it didn’t seem right, and 
P. T. C. reminded us, a little wist- 

that trolleys will still run to 
Willow Grove on Route 6, via Glen-

-?ut T- c* ba^ to confess 
that it can’t offer summer cars, or 
bands with reached hair, or sweet
hearts with bustles.

If the McKinley-For-President 
Club wants those, it will have to 
bring its own.

The trolley-party, for a dozen 
years around the turn of the cen
tury, was as much a part of Phila
delphia life as stereoscopes, bustles 
bicycles-built-for-two or John Philin 
Sousa.



From The Dispatch, Sept. 10 1920

The usual quiet of their suburban 
homes disturbed by the buzz of air
planes, residents of the river front col
ony at Torresdale have called upon Su
perintendent of Police Mills to extend 
his police vigilance to the clouds. Po
lice Captain Kenney was detailed on 
the complaint, the first of its kind ever 
made in this city, and from his lowly 
position near the new city bathing 
beach at Pleasant Hill, he observed 
that Frank Mills, formerly a U. S. flying 
instructor, was one of the airman flying 
over Torresdale, The airman will be 
warned of the complaint and requested 
by the police to stop flying over Tores- 
dale or to fly higher.

Notwithstanding bad weather a 
crowd estimated at 20,000 attended the 
opening day of the Philadelphia County 
Fair at Byberry on Monday. The $20,- 
000 in purses and premiums has
brought out more exhibits than at any 
previous fair, according to Walter R. 
Buckman, secretary of the county fair 
association.

Government to Double Size
of Disston’s Tacony Plant

Expansion of the Henry Disston & 
Sons plant in Tacony was authorized 
by the War Department last Friday to 
facilitate the production of tank armor 
plate. A contract to double the exist
ing structures and equipment, at a cost 
of $1,018,400 on Government-owned 
land, was completed on that day, with 
the award for construction being given 
to Barclay, White and Company, of 
Philadelphia, after Irving S. Townley 
Co., Philadelphia engineering and ar
chitectural firm, prepares plans.

Title to the addition and equipment 
will be retained by the Government, al-[ 
though the plant will be operated by the 
company.

The Disston firm has been making 
armor plate for tanks for five years. 
The new facilities will produce plate 
for the 13-ton light tanks, the 30-ton 
medium tanks, now being built by the 

[American Car & Foundry Co., Berwick, 
and at Government arsenals, and the 
50-ton heavy tanks that now are in the 
experimental stage at the Baldwin 

; Locomotive Works, Eddystone.

A monument to Rev. Henry I. Con- 
, , ner, late rector of St. Dominic’s Church, 

, Holmesburg, was blessed and unveiled 
in St. Dominic’s Cemetery, adjoining 
the church, on Sunday afternoon. Rev.

: Daniel S. Coonahan, rector of the 
| church, officiated.

M The monument is a very beautiful 
m tombstone in the shape of a cross and 
!^is engraved in emblems befitting a 
! j | priest. The stone is built out of Ver- 
Jimont granite, which is credited with 
M being the most durable of material used 
< for such purposes. Father Connor la- 

. bored for thirteen long years among 
■ I the people of St. Dominic’s parish and 
Mwas noted for his holiness, kindness and 
-charitable qualities. He was much be- 
U loved by his flock and all others who 
j came in contact with him and greatly 
! mourned at his passing.

---------- _ __
Cardinal Dougherty Officiates

at Eden Hail Academy
Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, Arch

bishop of Philadelphia, presided on 
Sunday at a triple ceremony, including 
the blessing and laying of a corner
stone for a new parochial school, at the 
Academy of the Sacred Heart, Eden 
Hall, Torresdale. His Eminence ad
ministered the Sacrament of Confirma- 

.tion and gave Solemn Benediction of 
the Mqst Blessed Sacrament at the 
ceremonies as well as blessing and 
laying the cornerstone for St. Kather
ine’s School, as the new building will 
be called.

After exercises in connection with 
the corner-stone laying, Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Thomas F. McNally delivered a pan-1 
egync of Mother Dushesne. Rev I 
Thomas P. Fitzgerald was deacon at 
the Benediction and Rev. Francis J 
Sherry sub-deacon.
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nmEmin OF
EHELTEiHM VILLAGE
In 1690, a six-and-one-half-acre tract was sold to 
Richard Dungworth from the grant made to Nehemiah 
Mitchell by William Penn in 1681. This marks 
the beginning of what is Cheltenham Village which 
has just finished the celebration of its 250th Anni
versary. A festive week of ceremonies ending with 

a grand parade marked the Anniversary.

Members of the Pennypack 4-H Club 
have elected Harold Wenker, Jr., Bus
tleton, president for the coming year. 
Clarence Shallcross, Jr., of Bustleton 
pike, is the new vice-president and 
Newton Comly, Bustleton, is secretary- 
treasurer. The club has planned a series 
of winter meetings, one to be held in 
December emphasizing care of wild life 

; on the farm.
Three members of the club will be 

selected through competitive judging 
to represent Philadelphia County at a 
potato grading contest at the Pennsyl-' 

'vania Farm Show, the third week in
January.

| President - Harold Wenker had the 
• highest score of any entrant in the 
'statewide 4-H Vegetable judging con
test at State College in August. Ed
ward Comly, William Lauer and Har
old Wenker, all of Bustleton, were 
members of the Philadelphia County 
team which finished second in the state
wide contest.

Dr. Francis F. Borzell
Heads Penna. Medical Society

At the meeting Tuesday of the 90th 
annual convention of the Medical So
ciety of the State of Pennsylvania, at 
the Academy of Music, Dr. Francis F. 
Borzell, Philadelphia X-ray specialist, 
was installed as president. He is roent
genologist of Frankford Hospital, chief 
of the radiology department of Bur
lington County Hospital, Mt. Holly, 
and assistant professor of radiology at 
the University of Pennsylvania Gradu
ate School of Medicine. Dr. Borzell re
sides at 4940 Penn street.

In his inaugural address Dr. Borzell 
denounced plans for compulsory sick
ness insurance and socialized medicine 
as “part of a scheme whose object is 
totalitarianism.”

Early Sunday morning, October 
120th, a veritable fairyland greeted the 
! early riser in a walk through Penny- 
'• pack Park back to the old historic falls 
land through the park on the opposite 
। side of the road. Never was there a 
'sight like this in all the annals of the j 
j weather bureau so early in October. I 
j The beautiful foliage of the trees was I 
covered with a mantle of snow with I 
their gorgeous coloring of brown, red,' 

i yellow, gold and green shining through.J 
i Unlike Whittier’s “Snow Bound,” 
I where he writes, “A solitude made more! 
I intense by dreary voiced elements, the! 
shrieking of the mindless wind, the 
moaning tree boughs swaying blind,” 

. there was a silence so impressive not 
even the voice of a bird was heard, only 
the rustle of the vagrant leaves and 
the water as it rippled over the falls. 
The hydrangeas with their fall colors 
shining through their covering of snow, 
,an airplane droning its way overhead, 
the laggard moon hung high in the 
western sky, and as the sun rose in all 
its glory, touching the tops of the snow- 
.laden trees with gold, the moon paled 
into insignificance presenting a picture 

j rwhich time itself cannot efface.

EVENING BULLETIN-
OCTOBER 2 8, 19 4 0

At the Showcrafters Playhouse, 
Moro lane above Rhawn st 
Holmesburg, the annual show of 
work by the Community Artists of 
that section, as well as of Trevose 
and Eddington, is being held for the 
fourth time. Harriet C. Funk has 
ten entries. While she emphasizes 
land and seascape, she includes a 

. , sketch of Times Square, New York 
on a rainy night. Grace H. Norten- 
heim presents two detailed water 
color flower studies and a pastel 
portrait of her daughter and 
grandchild, posed on an old fash
ioned sofa among her offerings.

- Walter E. Baum

In The Cheltenham National Bank hang the two pictures reproduced here. As 
possible, they depict two of the important industries of old Cheltenham Village. The Grist 
about which the original industrial village was built, stood beside the Quesinominy

other painting is the Old Shovel Mill which was built in 1802 and which marked 
industrial expansion of the growing community. These two buildings were recalled by 

floats in the parade.

An important event in the celebration was the dedication of the new Cheltenham 
in ,M1S^ Bettimae Y^ner is shown as she cuts the ribbon; at the
left Mr. Charles D. Conklin Jr^ President of the Board of Commissioners and 

_ Mr. Harold C. Pike, Townshio Manager.

YORK ROAD CALLER • AUTUMN 19 4

FOUNDING 
SELLER SCHOOL 

i 1795

It is indeed appropriate that youth played 
an important part in the celebration of the 
two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of Cheltenham Village for this 
is an enterprising community that ap
preciates its fine traditions as a background 
tor modern ideas and achievement One 

• of the most interesting floats in the com
memoration parade of September 14 was 
SNto'TTM'Mv Heller Sch=°> built 

• 12 '795' PlfPIM Y presenl school, on 
the original site, took par.-.'----- ■ - -

0
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ONE FOR ALL AND ALL FOR ONE IS AIM OF NEW BUCKS
By MAURICE RITTER

Economists and theorists 
may see unlimited social sig
nificance in the aims and ac

complishments of Bryn Gweled 
Homesteads.

But the little group of 29 men 
and women who pooled ideas, ef
forts and resources to buy 238 acres 
of rolling countryside in lower 
Bucks county was motivated by 
only one desire: A home in the 
country “with room to breathe” for 
themselves and their children.

Bryn Gweled Homesteads de
pends upon communal effort. But 
don’t mention the word Commu
nism. Members quickly explain 
that it is just a matter of joining 
together to get something they
couldn’t get singly by individual 
effort.

Neither is it completely experi
mental. Ralph Borsodi, econo
mist and author, established a com
munity somewhat along the pat
tern of Bryn Gweled in his Schoo! 
for Living at Suffern, N. Y. The 
Single Tax colony at Arden, Del., 
has some similar features. The 
Pocono Preserve, although only a 
summer colony, works along on the 
same lines.
Not for Profit

Bryn Gweled Homesteads is in 
no sense a commercial develop
ment. “Our community is for mem
bers only and was incorporated as 

; a non-profit organization in Bucks 
’ county courts,” said Herbert Berg- ’ 
strom, president of the organiza
tion.

Two tenant farm houses, both 
still in state of disrepair, three 
wooded areas and two sizable 
streams meandering through 
meadows mark the corporation's 
acres on Stump Bridge road be
tween Feasterville and Church
ville, about 20 miles from City Hall.

Already surveyors have marked 
off all but 80 acres into plots of 
about two acres as prospective 
home sites, and a roadway system 
has been approved. Sites not al
ready chosen will be selected by 
new members as they are admit
ted to the group. Four-fifths of 
1he membership must approve by 
vote before an applicant is ac
cepted.

The 80 unplotted acres, includ
ing the woods and a lake site, will 
be given over to a park. Around 
the bigger and better of the old 
stone farm houses—to be rehabili
tated as a community house—15 
acres will be developed as play
grounds, tennis courts and base
ball diamonds.
Had Dual Start

The germ of what was to be
come Bryn Gweled appeared si
multaneously in two places. Down 
in Bedford Center, community 
house at 619 Kater st. Bergstrom, 
his wife and two other couples con
nected with the center, discussed 
such a plan. At the same time three 
families living at Carl Mackley 
House, in the Northeast, were hav
ing the same idea.

COUNTY ‘GOOD NEIGHBOR’ COMMUNITY
“Somehow we got, together and, 

determining to really go places, 
started calling friends who might 
be interested,” says Bergstrom. 
“This is the result.”

The first formal meeting was 
held October, 1939, and the group 
has met two times or more a week 
since.

Then came the problem of find
ing land within an hour commut
ing distance from the city. For a 
long time results were disheart
ening. “Prices of available land 
ranged from $200 to $3,000 an acre, 
much too high for our purpose,” 
Bergstrom said.

Eventually the Franklin C. Read
estate was purchased for $18,000, 
an approximate cost of $78 an acre. 
On May 20 incorporation papers 
were signed and, going into the 
history of their tract, the members 
selected the Welsh name which 
means “Hill of Vision.”
$50 Entrance Fee

Members paid an entrance fee of 
$50 which entitles them to a vote 
in affairs of the corporation. Wives 
as well as husbands are members, 
so the ladies are sure of not hav
ing to depend upon their husbands 
for a voice in management.

Families hold a 99-year-lease 
on their individual two acres, which 
are selected by drawing lots, and 
each family pays a nominal month
ly land assessment or rental. The 
annual budget provides for all ex
penditures, including taxes, in
terest on capital—which was 
raised among members and friends 
without outside financing—and de
velopment costs.

The budget is apportioned to the 
number of plots available, now 
tentatively 79, and each family 
pays only its share. If the com
munity fails to attract sufficient 
additional members to occupy all 
home plots, the cost of the extra 
land will be prorated periodically.

A site-planning and architectur
al advisory committee passes on 
proposed building. As few restric
tions as possible on location and 
architectural style will be imposed 
and price range of houses will be 
limited to somewhere between $5,- 
000 and $15,000.

Several member families plan to 
build their homes on the unit plan, 
a living room, kitchen and bath, 
later adding as their financial 
status permits. Homes and im
provements will be the property of 
the homesteader but he may not 
sell to anyone not approved by 
four-fifths of the membership.
Derhocracy First

The Corporation plans to help 
each member as much as possible 
on building and plans are afoot to 
take over financing of homes even
tually.

“The settlement is built upon a 
foundation of democratic assistance 
and when things get under way, it
is not unlikely one wilTfind whole Thomae aHfamilies at work clearing wood- ____ Michener, architect-member otthe organization, and project^
lands, developing the landscape supervisor, completes plans for the communal settlement in his temporary 
and doing other duties on the a. ■ _> , • ______ __office on Bustleton pike at State rd. ~ W

Homesteads,” Bergstrom said.
Two families are going to begin 

building their homes before Christ
mas, while others are waiting until 
spring. . i

All members will have a hand in ' 
erecting community buildings and 
improving grounds. Each family 
will have its own garden plot'but 
co-operative farming is being con
sidered for unused land.

Other projects include a com
munity workroom and a handicraft 
shop where machines and tools too 
expensive or unwieldy for Individ
ual ownership will be installed. 
Power lathes and looms for weav
ing are cited as two necessary units.

On playgrounds, the proposed 
lake and nursery school and in 
other community affairs for the 
dozen small children who will pion
eer the junior division, members 
will take turns as supervisors and 
instructors. Several families plan 
to keep chickens and bees and there 
is talk of a common grazing ground 
for cows.
Welcomed by Natives

The community is being welcom
ed by present residents of the 
countryside, many of whom believe 
the development will increase the 
values of their own properties.

Harry Gill, who with his brother, 
J. Alva Gill, operate a coal busi
ness in Churchville, is enthusias
tic about the Bryn Gweled Com
munity.

“All residents of this section al-© 
glad to see people of the type rep
resented in the new community 
moving into the neighborhood. 
Many of us were afraid the plot 
would be divided into little sec
tions with cheap homes packed 
side by side,” Gill said. "My brother 
and I are delighted.”

Harry Gill lives several miles 
from Bryn Gweled but his 
brother’s farm is directly across 
Gravel Hill road and faces the new 
development.

Mrs. Luther D. Lovekin, Jr., who 
also lives on Gravel Hill road, is 
the wife of a real estate operator 
and agrees with the Gills that the 
newcomers will be an improve
ments to the whole community.

"I have two small children and 
I’m glad we will have nice new 
neighbors and other children for 
them to meet. My husband feels*; 
the section will be benefited.”

In the by-laws of the corporation 
is an article: The rights of mem
bers to absolute freedom of religion, 
politics, association, expression, 
production and exchange shall 
never be abridged or impaired by 
the group, except so far as the 
freedom of individual members 
conflicts with the rights of other 
members.”

One member, Dr. Willard S. 
Hastings, is on the staff of the 
Jeanes Hospital; Bergstrom and 
Wayne A. Dockhorn are social 
workers at Bedford Center; Joseph 
Diano is an artist; John Hodg
kins an. accountant; Thomas 
Michener, Walter Robinson and 
Robert Bishop are architects: Ed- 
w'ard G. Ramberg and Gordon L. 
Fredendall are electrical engineers 
and television experts; Thomas 
Potts is an executive in the Potts 
Steel Works Corporation; Ray 
Newton and E. Raymond Wilson 
are well-known workers on the 
Friends Service Committee and 
Elliston P. Morris is a former for
ester with T. V. A.
Now For the Ladies

As for the ladies, there is a 
scattering of teachers, artists, busi
ness women, social workers and 
housewives. Miss Madeline Ers
kine, member of the board of direc
tors of Friends Central School 
and the Germantown Y. W. C. A., 

and interested in social work, is the 
only unmarried woman in the 
group.

Ages of members range from 30 
to 50.

"As representative a group of 
men and women as could be found 
anywhere,” Bergstrom says as he 
points to another article of incor
poration:

“The success of Bryn Gweled 
Homesteads will depend upon the 
sustained interest of the members 
and their ability to maintain, de
velop and further these purposes

'We'll do all right,” he smiles.

>%Ofn members of Brvn Gweled Homesteads see neat homes and carefully tended gardens replacing the weeds and brambles1
238-acre estate on Stump Bridge rd. rtear Feasterville. Buildings in the foreground will be reconj^^®3^5 a community center.



I
R From The Dispatch, Oct. 29, 1920.

'Oil With interesting ceremonies, the 
' i Roosevelt boulevard was dedicated on 

; | Wednesday at the intersection of Broad 
m street, in the presence of 'Mrs. Theo- 

'dore Roosevelt, her son, Kermit Roosc-
* । veil, and his wife, Mayor Moore, and a 
•!' j great assemblage of spectators. Thou-, 

Aj sands of school children were massed
J at the circle, and for six minutes they 

o' cheered the Mayor and Mrs. Roosevelt. 
M Fifteen hundred flags had been distrib-1 

uted among the children and they । 
waved them as they cheered. The

• Roosevelt party arrived at Holmesburg 
Junction’ station at 10:35 A. M. and 

W were met by Mayor Moore and a re- : 
ception committee with automobiles for I 
an inspection trip of the boulevard. The • 
station was decorated with flags.

A detail of police, including Sergeant 
Leonard, and the plain clothes men, 

£ including District Detective Horace 
Fesmire, led to waiting automobiles. 

53$ Escorted by a detail of mounted police, 
J they went up Rhawn street to the plant 

of the American Manganese Bronze 
Company, which was especially decor- 

$ ated with hundreds of American and 
Allied flags. The company committee, 
consisting of Messrs. 1.. Thomas Trook, 
E. P. Tomlinson. J.. H. Heim and 
Charles J. Gros, also had a large por- 

C ' trait of Theodore Roosevelt draped in 
E red, white and blue on the lawn and a 
' large sign reading: “Theodore Roose- 

i celt still lives in the minds qf the 
^L’Amerian people.”

From The Dispatch, Nov. 12, 1920

The work of razing the front part 
the old dummy depot at the P. R. T- 
station at Frankford and Oxford ave
nues, is progressing. The old tower 

' which for many years presented a 
clock face to the town, but often failed 

1 to give the time of the day, has been 
‘ demolished. When the work is com-' 
pleted, a serious menace to the proper 
regulation of traffic at this busy inter- 

. section will have passed and the dang
ers of travel near the junction greatly 
reduced. This has been brought about 
through the persistent efforts of the 
Business Men’s.Association.

■ I —
' ! The old Swedes Mill on the Penny- 

1 pack at Holmesburg, built in 1697 at 
the place where Philadelphia was first 
planned to be, and in use until burned 
in 1880, has been torn down. In this

I mill flour was ground and bread baked 
1 not far away, at Torresdale, for the 
Continental Army in the Revolution
ary War, It was captured for a time 

, by the British, and held as a barracx 
until driven out, and the mill used 
again for grinding flour. Here the 
early settlers brought their grain from 
many miles back and also from New 
Jersey,

ST i --------

{
I A bronze tablet in memory of the 
late John L. Shroy has been erected in 

• the first floor corridor of the John 
Marshall Public Schcol. This tablet is 
,a lasting tribute of a grateful com
munity to the unparalleled devotion

1 and unselfish service of Mr. Shroy to 
the people of Frankford, both in school

. and out. It will serve as a continuous, 
uplifting stimulus to the pupils of the 
school by keeping before them as an 
ideal the very highest qualities of true 
citizenship typified in the life and 
work of Mr. Shroy.

1 From The Dispatch, Nov. 19, 1920 ‘

| The account of the secretarial staff 
! of the League of Nations, at Genoa, 
1 shows that Miss Florence Wilson, the 
accomplished daughter of the late Col.

I William B. Wilson, of Holmesburg, has 1 
, been appointed chief librarian of that 
body, and is now engaged in London, 
for the work in hand, having under her 
Norwegian, Italian, Swedish, Japanese

. and English girls. She went over with
! the the American Peace Commision

—
Edward T. Flood & Son, represent- 

^|ing the owners, have sold to Gethel-I 
i Holmes, Inc., ground on the north- 

U easterly side of Meridian street from 
J j Craig to Leon streets and on both sides 

of Meridian street from Leon to Cris
pin streets, in the Mayfair section.

i These frontages comprise a total of 64 
lots held at $25,000.
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TAXI OPERATOR, 81, 
ONCEDROVE STAGE

Frankford Man has been 
in For-Hire Business 

for 59 Years
William Lintz is a candidate for 

the honor of being the oldest taxicab 
driver in the city, the State and 
maybe the Nation.

At any rate, he disputes the claim 
advanced for another taxi driver in 
Phoenixville, who quit driving on 
his 81st birthday a couple of weeks 
ago because his eyesight was fail
ing. The Phoenixville champ had 
been driving a cab 22 years, and was 
believed to be the oldest taxi driver 
in Pennsylvania.

“Twenty-two years!” snorted 
Lintz. "If that man in Phoenixville 
is a champ I must be a double 
champ.”
59 Years in Business

Lintz sailed past his 81st birthday 
on November 17. He has been driv
ing a taxicab for 28 years—since 
1912. Before that he had been driv
ing stage coaches and hacks since 
1881. That’s a total of 59 years in 
the for-hire business.

“And I’m not thinking of quitting, 
either,” he declares vigorously. 
"There’s nothing wrong with my 
eyesight.”

There’s nothing wrong with the 
spring in his step, either. He’s on 
the job, or on call at his home, 7909 
Frankford av., six days a week, from 
9 in the morning until 10 at night. 
If it’s a rainy day—the kind he likes 
—he starts earlier and finishes later.

He celebrated his 50th wedding 
anniversary in October. How? By 
working, of course.

Lintz got into the taxi business 
by the stagecoach route. In 1881 he 
started driving a stagecoach from 
Holmesburg to the railroad station 
at Holmesburg Junction.
Mile-and-a-Half Ride

That was a mile-and-a-half ride 
along what now is Delaware av. 
“But in those days,” says Lintz, "it 
was just a dirt road with mud up 
to here. There were six houses in 
that mile-and-a-half, and three of 
them were farmhouses.”

He ran a livery stable later, as 
an adjunct to the stage line. He ran 
the livery stable right into the auto
mobile age, and didn’t sell the last 
of his horses until about 15’ years 
ago. "That was a mistake,” he says. 
“I should have given them away."

His best investment, in the good 
old days, was a 20-passenger sleigh 
that he bought in 1890 for $100. 
Young bloods got up parties, and 
paid $1 apiece for sleigh parties. 
Lintz drove them all over the "farm
ing country” that now is Mayfair, 
Pennypack Park and Winchester 
Park.
First Cab in 1914

In 1914 Lintz saw the trend of 
the times and got his first taxicab.

Mr. and Mrs. David Chambers, of 
Decatur street, will have a family din
ner Sunday, in honor of their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary, being married 
November 18th, 1890, in St. Luke’s 
Church, 13th street below Spruce street.

Miss Margaret Eleanor Long’s thesis 
which was the final step towards the! 
completion of her work for her Ph.D., I 
which she received in Tune from the । 
University of Pennsylvania, has been j 
printed in pamphlet form by the press j 
of the Wistar Institute of Anatomy and । 
.Biology, Philadelphia, and was reprint- 
led from the Journal of Morphology. 
’First are the introductory remarks, then j 
.a paragraph on the “Material and 
Technique,” then “Acknowledgment to 
the following scientists: to Dr. C. E.

i McClung, who retired recently after a 
long period of service with the Zoology 
Department of the U. of P., who pro
vided the material and continually 
guided and encouraged her towards the 
completion of the work; the thought
ful criticisms and suggestions of Prof. 
D. H. Wenrich and her friend, Dr. H. 
Irene Corey Diller; to Dr. E. R. Helwig। 
and the late Dr. Phillip B. A. Powers, I 
all of the U. of P., and especially to ■ 
Prof. Herbert M. Evans for research 
facilities at the Institute of Experi
mental Biology, University of Califor
nia, where she spent two years. Her 
work is now with the North Carolina 
Biological Supply, at Elon College, 
North Carolina.

II ~i 7- ■ "

William Lintz has been in the taxi business since 1914. neiore 
that he piloted a stagecoach in the Holmesburg area

He’s been driving one ever since,; Thursday, taking visitorstoBy^
■’ 1-~ Wncnifa] J

l immediately after the war and or
ganized their library. She was for ten 
'years a librarian in Columbia Univer
sity, New York.

Hospital.and has had a commercial license 
from the first day the city issued, 
them. I

His favorite stand is at South- Lintz has 
ampton road and Roosevelt boule- ! “Never a r 
vard. He does a rushing business 
there on Sundays. Tuesday and

. And if anybody thinks a man of
81 might be unsteady at the wheel,

a record to point to.
a real accident yet,” he says,

‘‘barring a few fenders.” Let the 
youngsters shoot at that.

NAMING OF BRIDESBURG
For whom was Bridesburg named? G. G. W.
Bridesburg in the northeastern section of the 

city was named for Joseph Kirkbride, a land- 
owner who operated a ferry on Frankford Creek. 
In 1810 he was authorized to erect a bridge there 
and a small village grew up around the site. At 
first it was known as Kirkbride’s Burg or Kirk- 
bridesburg, but the cumbersome name even
tually was shortened to Bridesburg. In 1854 it be
came part of the City of Philadelphia.

AMERICAN ART of Cclonial

Church Celebrates Anniversary 
and Burns Mortgage

A banquet was held in the P. E. | 

Church of the Resurrection, Mayfair,1 
Wednesday evening, to honor its rec
tor, the Rev. Samuel D. Ringrose, B.D., 

j it being the tenth anniversary of his 
work in the local parish.

The dining room was beautifully 
decorated, and baskets of chrysanthe
mums and gardenias, gifts to the rec- 

■ tor and his wife, were on the speakers’

times owes its perpetur'.ion largely 
to Charles Willson Peale, who was 

I born in Charlestown, Md., in 1741 
and died in Philadelphia in 1827. 
Not only a pioneer in American 
forms of portraiture and engraving, 
and member of a family which 
contributed a dozen artists, he be
gan work which resulted in the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts, oldest institution of its kind 
in the United States. After serving 

| with distinction as soldier in Revo
lution, a period during which he 
painted several portraits of General 
George Washington. Peale in 1784 
established one of the earliest mu- 

I seums of art and natural history 
I here. His first efforts to establish 

| table.
j The Bishop of Pennsylvania, the Rt. 
Rev. Francis M. Taitt, $.T.D., made the 
principal address of the evening.

The Rev. J. Marshall Linton, D.D.,j . .----  -- ----
the Hev. Herman W. King, and the I association of artists, in

l Rev. Henry J. Boardman, Presbyterian | ana 1"95, were not success- 
clergyman, brought greetings ‘ 
their people. .

| The Honorable Louis H. Farrell, and ;

’ ful, but in 1805 his ambition to form 
rom । an Academy of the Fine Arts was

the Hon. Frank J. Tiemann, expressed . 
their pleasure in watching the steady! 
growth of the parish. The Rev. William ■ 
O. Roome, the Rev. George L. Gibbs,! 
the Rev. Henry E. Kaufmann, and the! 
Rev. John R. McGorory, Episcopal rec
tors, brought greetings from their par
ishes. Mr. Theodore L. Sheppard was 
toastmaster.

The special event of the evening, was 
[the burning of the mortgage of three 
• thousand five hundred dollars. The

realized. While the Academy owes 
its actual conception to Peale, 
about 70 other Philadelphians were 
associated with him in its found-
Ing. Peale lived to contribute to 
17 of its annual exhibitions. The 
artist, like his famous contem
porary, Gilbert Stuart, studied un
der Benjamin West in London.—

■ Bishop applied the lighted match, while I 
the standing diners sang, “Praise God| 
from All Blessings Flow.”

The president of the Men’s Forum, 
Mr. William A. Fielden, in behalf of 
the men of the parish, presented Dr.

i Ringrose with a radio and a six-way 
floor lamp. Mrs. George Fox, presi
dent of the Woman’s Guild, in behalf 
of the women, presented the rector and 
his wife with a fifty-three piece blue 

, lace dinner set.
The choir made their gftt to the rec

tor, through Mr. J. Courtland Hamer, 
of an elaborate morocco desk set for 
his office. The money for the mortgage 
debt was raised and given by the mem
bers of the parish and friends of the 
congregation. The money was given 
a week before it was due, and was over
subscribed nearly five hundred dollars.

During the program, Mrs. Edwin 
Boardman gave several dramatic read
ings. Mr. Carl Urban, baritone soloist, 
sang the vocal parts of the evening’s 
entertainment.

BENSALEM TOWNSHIP (Bucks 
tounty, Pa ) viHag? i,31%^’-geon

nected largely with estate of Joseph t 
Growden, Quaker and friend of Wil- i 
liam Penn, which took up more than 
half the township.Growdenemigrat
ed here from Cornwall, England, 
and Penn granted him 10,000 acres. 
He at first called his estate Bensal- 
em. a Gaelic and Hebrew combina
tion meaning "Peaceful Mount.”

। Later, when name was applied to 
township, he changed name of his 
manor, built about 1685, to Trevose. 
Children of Joseph Growden. who 
died in 1730, were Grace, who mar
ried David Lloyd, and Lawrence 
(died 1769), whose daughter. Grace, 
married Joseph Galloway. Town of 
Eddington, nearby, takes its name 
from Eddington farm, named in 1770 ' 
by Richard Gibbs from place in Eng
land. Name Andalusia was applied । 
by John Craig, Philadelphia mer-i 
chant, to his country house in 1795.1 
Cornwell (later Cornwells or Corn^ 
wells Heights), is probably a varia
tion of Cornwall, Growden’s native 
place. Postoffice at Cornwall rail
road station was known as Maud.— 
(G. A. McC„ T. F„ C. J.)
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ONEFOR ALL AND ALL FOR ONE IS AIM OF NEW BUCKS
By MAURICE RITTER

Economists and theorists 
may see unlimited social sig
nificance in the aims and ac

complishments of Bryn Gweled 
Homesteads.

But the little group of 29 men 
and women who pooled ideas, ef
forts and resources to buy 238 acres 
of rolling countryside in lower 
Bucks county was motivated by 
only one desire: A home in the 
country “with room to breathe” for 
themselves and their children.

Bryn Gweled Homesteads de
pends upon communal effort. But 
don’t mention the word Commu
nism. Members quickly explain 
that it is just a matter of joining 
together to get something they 
couldn’t get singly by individual 
effort.

Neither is it completely experi
mental. Ralph Borsodi, econo
mist and author, established a com
munity somewhat along the pat
tern of Bryn Gweled in his School 
for Living at Suffern, N. Y. The 
Single Tax colony at Arden, Del., 
has some similar features. The 
Pocono Preserve, although only a 
summer colony, works along on the 
same lines.
Not for Profit

Bryn Gweled Homesteads is in 
no sense a commercial develop
ment. “Our community is for mem
bers only and was incorporated as 
a non-profit organization in Bucks 
county courts,” said Herbert Berg- 

president of the organiza-strom, 
tion.

Two 
still in

tenant farm houses, both 
state of disrepair, three 

“Somehow we got together and, 
determining to really go places, 
started calling friends who might 
be interested,” says Bergstrom. 
“This Is the result.”

The first formal meeting was 
held October, 1939, and the group 
has met two times or more a week 
since.

Then came the problem of find
ing land within an hour commut
ing distance from the city. For a 
long time results were disheart
ening. “Prices of available land 
ranged from $200 to $3,000 an acre, 
much too high for our purpose,” 
Bergstrom said.

Eventually the Franklin C. Read 
estate was purchased for $18,000, 
an approximate cost of $78 an acre. 
On May 20 incorporation papers 
were signed and, going into the 
history of their tract, the members 
selected the Welsh name which 
means “Hill of Vision.”
$50 Entrance Fee

Members paid an entrance fee of 
$50 which entitles them to a vote 
in affairs of the corporation. Wives 
as well as husbands are members, 
so the ladies are sure of not hav
ing to depend upon their husbands 
for a voice in management.

Families hold a 99-year-lease 
on their individual two acres, which 
are selected by drawing lots, and 
each family pays a nominal month
ly land assessment or rental. The 
annual budget provides for all ex
penditures, including taxes, in
terest on capital—which was 
raised among members and friends 
without outside financing—and de
velopment costs.

The budget is apportioned to the 
number of plots available, now 
tentatively 79, and each family 
pays only its share. If the com
munity fails to attract sufficient 
additional members to occupy all 
home plots, the cost of the extra 
land will be prorated periodically.

A site-planning and architectur
al advisory committee passes on 
proposed building. As few restric
tions as possible on location and 
architectural style will be imposed 
and price range of houses will be 
limited to somewhere between $5,- 
000 and $15,000.

Several member families plan to 
build their homes on the unit plan, 
a living room, kitchen and bath, 
later adding as their financial 
status permits. Homes and im
provements will be the property of 
the homesteader but he may not 
sell to anyone not approved by 
four-fifths of the membership.
Democracy First

The Corporation plans to help 
each member as much as possible 
on building and plans are afoot to 
take over financing of homes even
tually.

“The settlement is built upon a 
foundation of democratic assistance 
and when things get under way, it

wooded areas and two sizable 
streams meandering through 
meadows mark the corporation’s 
acres on Stump Bridge road be
tween Feasterville and Church
ville, about 20 miles from City Hall.

Already surveyors have marked 
off all but 80 acres into plots of 
about two acres as prospective 
home sites, and a roadway system 
has been approved. Sites not al
ready chosen will be selected by 
new members as they are admit
ted to the group. Four-fifths of 
the membership must approve by 
vote before an applicant is ac
cepted.

The 80 unplotted acres, includ
ing the woods and a lake site, will 
be given over to a park. Around 
the bigger and better of the old 
stone farm houses—to be rehabili
tated as a community house—15 
acres will be developed as play
grounds, tennis courts and base
ball diamonds.
Had Dual Start

The germ of what was to be
come Bryn Gweled appeared si
multaneously in two places. Down 
in Bedford Center, community 
house at 619 Kater st. Bergstrom, 
his wife and two other couples con
nected with the center, discussed 
such a plan. At the same time three 
families living at Carl Mackley 
House, in the Northeast, were hav
ing the same idea.

COUNTY ‘GOOD NEIGHBOR’ COMMUNITY
Homesteads,” Bergstrom said.

Two families are going to begin 
building their homes before Christ
mas, while others are waiting until 
spring.

All members will have a hand in 
erecting community buildings and 
improving grounds. Each family 
will have Its own garden plot’but 
co-operative farming is being con
sidered for unused land.

Other projects include a com
munity workroom and a handicraft 
shop where machines and tools too 
expensive or unwieldy for individ
ual ownership will be installed. 
Power lathes and looms for weav
ing are cited as two necessary units.

On playgrounds, the proposed 
lake and nursery school and in 
other community affairs for the 
dozen small children who will pion
eer the junior division, members 
will take turns as supervisors and 
instructors. Several families plan 
to keep chickens and bees and there 
is talk of a common grazing ground 
for cows.
Welcomed by Natives

The community is being welcom
ed by present residents of the 
countryside, many of whom believe 
the development will increase the 
values of their own properties.

Harry Gill, who with his brother, 
J. Alva Gill, operate a coal busi
ness in Churchville, is enthusias
tic about the Bryn Gweled Com
munity.

“All residents of this section afe 
glad to see people of the type rep
resented in the new community 
moving into the neighborhood. 
Many of us were afraid the plot 
would be divided into little sec
tions with cheap homes packed 
side by side,” Gill said. “My brother 
and I are delighted.”

Harry Gill lives several miles 
from Bryn Gweled but his 
brother’s farm is directly across 
Gravel Hill road and faces the new 
development.

Mrs. Luther D. Lovekin, Jr., who 
also lives on Gravel Hill road, is 
the wife of a real estate operator 
and agrees with the Gills that the 
newcomers will be an improve
ments to the whole community.

“I have two small children and 
I’m glad we will have nice new 
neighbors and other children for 
them to meet. My husband feels*; 
the section will be benefited.”

is not unlikely one will find whole Thnmac Mirhnnorfamilies at work clearing wood-___ ‘ ’ effect-member of the organization, and project^®
lands, developing the landscape supervisor, completes plans for the communal settlement in his temporary 
and doing other duties on the , _______ _______ __ _____ _office on Bustleton pike at State rd. “ ’ W

Tn the by-laws of the corporation 
is an article: The rights of mem
bers to absolute freedom of religion, 
politics, association, expression, 

j production and exchange shall 
never be abridged or impaired by 
the group, except so far as the 
freedom of individual members 
conflicts with the rights of other 
members.”

One member, Dr. Willard S.
Hastings, is on the staff of the 
Jeanes Hospital; Bergstrom and 
Wayne A. Dockhorn are social 
workers at Bedford Center; Josepji 
Diano is an artist; John Hodg
kins an. accountant; Thomas 
Michener, Walter Robinson and 
Robert Bishop are architects: Ed
ward G. Ramberg and Gordon L. 
Fredendall are electrical engineers 
and television experts; Thomas 
Potts is an executive in the Potts 
Steel Works Corporation; Ray 
Newton and E. Raymond Wilson 
are well-known workers on the 
Friends Service Committee and 
Elliston P. Morris is a former for
ester with T. V. A.
Now For the Indies

As for the ladies, there is a 
scattering of teachers, artists, busi
ness women, social workers and 
housewives. Miss Madeline Ers
kine, member of the board of direc
tors of Friends Central School 
and the Germantown Y. W. C. A., 

and interested in social work, is the 
only unmarried woman in the 
group.

Ages of members range from 30 
to 50.

“As representative a group of 
men and women as could be found 
anywhere,” Bergstrom says as he 
points to another article of incor
poration:

“The success of Bryn Gweled 
Homesteads will depend upon the 
sustained interest of the member! 
and their ability to maintain, de
velop and further these purposes

'We’ll do all right,” he smiles.

members of Bryn Gweled Homesteads see neat homes and carefully tended gardens replacing the weeds and brambles*

es^e on Stump Bridge rd. frear Feasterville. Buildings in the foreground will be recon- utic-ned as a community center.
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Disastrous Fire Causes $50,000
Loss at Abrasive Co. Plant

Flames fed by a broken gas pipe 
on Wednesday night badly damaged 
the plant of the Philadelphia Steel 
Abrasive Company; Lewis and Ash
land streets, Tacony, with a loss ot 
$50,000. . ...Only the walls of the one-story build
ing, covering 150 by 75 feet, were left 
standing, and equipment valued at $38,- 
000 was ruined. Neither firemen nor 
employes were able to say how the fire 
started. . , ...Fire already had burst through the 
roof of the building—which is a one- 
story structure for most of its length 
and is built within a brick framework 
when an alarm was turned in by a 
watchman at another plant two blocks 
away. .None of the company s own work
men was on the property. Thomas 

'Thompson, 36, of 1939 Lippincott 
street who watches the plant until 8:30 
each night, had left after shutting off 
two big gas machines.

Firemen had to drag hoselines several 
blocks from the nearest hydrants. They 
also tapped the water supply at the E. 
Beres Company, smelters, nearby.

Captain Edward Smith, of Engine 
Comany No. 7, was treated at Frank
ford Hospital for exposure after he fell 
into a seven-foot well in the darkness 
within the building.

HILA., FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 1941 /7
Celebrates

25th Year of
Rectorship

ALL SAINT’S CHURCH, TORRESOALE
All Saints’ Episcopal Church at Tor- 

resdale will celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the rectorship of the 
Rev. Percy J. Brown, on Sunday, Janu
ary Sth. On the afternoon of that day 
a public reception will be tendered Rev. 
Mr. Brown and his family in the parish 
house from 4 to 6:30 o’clock, when it is 
expected that all former parishioners 
and friends of the Rector will be pres
ent.

2 CHURCHES MARK 
ANNIVERSARIES

Episcopal Rector Marks 
his 25th Year in 

Torresdale
The Rev. Percy J. Brown will ob

serve his 25th anniversary as rector 
of All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church, 
Grant and Frank
ford avs., Torres- 
dale, tomorrow. 
There will be a 
reception in his 
honor, tomorrow 
afternoon. He is 
married, has five 
children and was 
born December 
17, 1878, in Cam
bridge, England.

Chalkley Hall-
COLONIAL MANSION at WheaL 

»hcaf lane and Scpviva sf., Frank
ford, in yard of American Engineer
ing Company, is an old Quaker 
homestead known to history as 
Chalkley Hall. It takes Um name 
from Thomas Chalkley (1675-1741),
Quaker minister and 
merchant ships, who

owner of
Mettled in

Philadelphia at opening of J8th cen
tury. He built Chalkley Hall about 
1723 and retired to write his 
memoirs, but call of sea led him to . • 
new voyages and he died in West In
dies. His daughter, Rebecca, mar
ried Abel James who completed the 
mansion about 1776. They lived ' 
there until 1789. In 1817, Chalkley 
Hall passed into hands of John 
Wetherill family. Just 100 years 
later, in 1917, ground was acquired 

i by American Engineering Company.
In early years of this century, 1902- 
16, mansion was conducted as coun
try home for poor by College Settle
ment. Chalkley Hall is commem
orated in poem of that title by John 
Greenleaf Whittier, 1838.—(M.A.L.)

Readerinside the car.

Rev. F. J. Brown
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J. STANFORD HOLME

211 GIRLS, 133 BOYS, GRADUATE

HOLMESBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

Tracing History 
By Phila. Streets

Holme Ave.
: Northeast from 8300 E. Roose- 
I velt Blvd, to Grant Ave.
i Named for Thomas Holme, the 
’ first surveyor-general of Penn

sylvania, who was born in 1624. 
He is believed to have been a 
native of Yorkshire, England. 
Appointed surveyor-general by 
William Penn, he came to Penn
sylvania in 1682 and laid out. the 
city of Philadelphia. On Holme’s 
“Platform” (or plan) the city ex
tended from South St. to Vine St. 
and from the Delaware River to 
the Schuylkill. Holme was a 
member of the first Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, 1682, and a mem
ber of the Provincial Council, 
1683-86, serving as acting presi
dent of the Council and Governor 
for a short time. He died in 
1695.

Tomorrow—Holmesburg Ave.

REV. PERCY J. BROWN
The date for the anniversary almost 

coincides with the anniversary of the 
Rector’s birth. He was born December 

117, 1878, in Cambridge, England. Grad
uating from the University of Pennsyl
vania in 1903 with a B. A. degree, he 
studied at Oxford for a#year and in 
1907 graduated from the Philadelphia 
Divinity School. In February of that 

(year he was ordained to the Diaconate 
[by the late Bishop Whitaker in the. 
, Chapel of the Home of the Merciful 
i Saviour, West Philadelphia, where he 
was serving as Chaplain. Tn July of 
1907 he was advanced to the priesthood 
by the late Rt. Rev. John Scarborough, 
Bishop of New Jersey, .in St. John’s 
Church, Avon-by-thc-Sea.

In 1909 he resigned as Chaplain of the 
Home for Crippled Children to become 
Curate of St. Peter’s, Philadelphia, 
where he served until 1912 when he be- i 
came Canon of Christ Church Cathe- 
dral, St. Louis, Mo., remaining there 
Wtil he accepted the. call to All Saints, f 
Torresdale. In the year he became j 
Canon of the Cathedral in St. Louis,'
Mr. Brown was appointed Dean of the 
Cathedral in Manila, Philippine Is
lands, under the late Bishop Brent, but 

: declined the appointment.
On November 11, 1911, while he was, 

serving at St. Peter’s, he married । 
Gladys Eleanor Powell, daughter of: 
the British Consul General at Philadel-' 
phia, the ceremony taking place in St. 
Peter’s. Rev. and Mrs. Brown have 
three sons, James, Hugh and Geoffrey, 
and two daughters, Hether and Joan.

I’rankford Dummy
Sir: Frankford "dummies” were 

street cars run by small steam en
gines. They ran between 4th and 
Berks sts. to Arrott st. in Frankford 
and later from Kensington av. and 
Cumberland st. Dummies were first

put into operation on November 17, 
1863, and were used until 1893 when 
electric trolleys took their place. 
The dummies had an attached trail
er with seats on the roof as well as
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Commencement 
of Frankford’s 

50th Class

Valedictorian

Holmesburg Ave.
East from Rowland Ave. to 

Delaware River, above Solly St.
Takes its name from a section 

of the city, lying partly in the 
35th and 41st Wards. It was 
formerly a village in Lower Dub- 
Fn Township, located on the 
Philadelphia - Bristol Rd. near 
Pennypack Creek. The village 

for Thomas Holme, 
William Penn’s surveyor-general 
who originally owned the land. ’

Edward Comly, Newton Comly and 
Harold E. Wenker, Jr.—all of Bustle- 

* ton, have been selected by Charles K. 
Hallowell, Philadelphia county agent, 
to represent Philadelphia county in the 
potato judging contest at the Pennsyl- 

■ vania Farm Show in Harrisburg this 
week. Teams consisting of three mem
bers from each county in Pennsylvania 
will identify diseases, insect injuries, or 
blemishes on thirty different potatoes 
and then grade fifty pounds of field po
tatoes. All three boys are members of 
the 4-H Club.

At the close ot December, Miss MarJ 
garet G. Swift, of 4124 Longshore ■ ’ 
street, Tacony, received news through) 
Mr. Mathias Moe, Consul of Norway,' 
that her painting, “A Hill Garden,” is I 
intact in the Royal Gallery, at Oslo, i 
Norway. |

MAYFAIR
What are the boundariesv of Mayfair in thia

city? J. G.
There are no definite boundaries, according to 

the Bureau of Engineering, Surveys*.and Zoning. 
This section, which is located between Tacony, 
Holmesburg and the Roosevelt Boulevard, was 
developed by building operators in the 1920’s,

The fiftieth class of Frankford High 
! School graduated last night before a 
large audience at the Baptist Temple, 
.Broad and Berks streets. Three hun
dred and forty-four students received 
diplomas, of whom 211 were girls and 
133 boys. In addition, nineteen boys 

I and sixteen girls received achievement 
certificates.

The totals of the various courses 
were: Academic, 42 boys, 68 girls; 
Commercial, 24 boys, 123 girls; Me
chanic Arts, 36 boys; I-Iome Economics, 
15 girls; Industrial, 19 boys; Vocational 
Arts, 2 boys, 5 girls.

Harold Plotnick, who has been seri
ously ill in Jefferson Hospital since be
fore Christmas, received passing marks 
in all his subjects and was given his 
diploma in spite of his long absence.

The commencement program was as 
follows:

Organ Prelude
Invocation—The Rev. Edwin Board

man, Macalister Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Torresdale

Chorus — "The Lord’s Domain,” 
Parry

Salutatory Address—“Jean Sibelius,” 
June M. Steigerwald

Chorus—“King Frost,” Coerne
Presentation of Diplomas and Award 

of Prizes, Dr. Frank L. Cloud
Chorus—“Pilgrim’s Chorus,” Wag

ner
Valedictory Address — “Frankford 

High School—25 Years Old,” John P. 
Obarski

School Song
Organ Posthide

JOHN P. OBARSKI
s'i

recommendations to various higheFTirn; 
stitutions of learning and names of' 
those boys and girls selected as winners p
of a long list of prizes offered by friends! 
and organizations interested in the -
school.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships were awarded

in

as

The Principal, Dr. Frank L. Cloud, 
announced the names of scholarship

the •

fol-
lows: June M. Steigerwald, to Univer-J . 
sity of Pennsylvania; Elizabeth M. 
Groom, to Temple University; Norma> 
A. Bertos, to Moore School of Design.P

PRIZE AWARDS
Charles Stehle Memorial Prizes __ I 

(to boy and girl completing the second 
year with best record in scholarship) ' 
Mary Baush, William P. Manning.

COA T* a Vil >"1 A Al*' 1 1 VxGeorge and Anna Weightman Bur
nett Memorial Prizes—Social Science

Deypnis: American Historv 
iJulius E. Koehler.

Department of Social Studies Prizes 
.—Social Science: John P. Obarskf: 
American History: Marion S. Shoch



Real Estate Asking Price 
Soars 5 Fold in 6 Months
Borough's 318 Citizens, Gain of 11 in 10 
Years, Expect to Share Hatboro Bonanza

BEST WAY TO GO TO SCHOOL The Forrest School at
, , ’ Bleigh and Cottage sts.

yesterday became the first to try out maps of routes to and from school provided 
?yJhtclY s traffic department and compiled from data furnished by WPA, From 
left, Marian Roessel, Jack Gallagher, Norman Field.

ANDALUSIA WOMAN 
BUSY, HAPPY AT 102
Sews four Hours Daily;

hasn’t had Physician 
for two Years

Mrs. Hannah Shive celebrated her 
102d birthday at her home in An
dalusia today by putting the finish
ing touches on some finely-hemmed 
linen handkerchiefs she's been mak
ing.

She spends four hours a day sew
ing and she’s an expert on apron
making. Mrs. Frederick Vandegrift, 
with Whom she lives, declares that 
“she makes the neatest buttonholes, 

hems, bindings and seams. And 
when she’s not busy at new work, 
she asks for mending.”

The widow of Dr. Peter C. Shive, 
she followed her regular program 
today. After breakfast in bed at 8 
o’clock, she read a chapter of the 
Bible. Mrs. Shive is happy, always 
keeps the conversation lively. She 1 
enjoys good repartee.

Tall and straight, her smile quick 
and bright, she has not needed a 
physician since her 100th birthday.

'• Mrs. Vandegrift says she looks bet
ter than she did two years ago.

Born in upper Bucks county, Mrs. 
Shive has been active all her life, 
even though now she goes to 
bed at 7 in the evening. At one 
time she was a dressmaker and mil- i 
liner. For many years she and her 
husband lived in Plains, near 
Wilkes-Barre, and after his death

1 she lived with a niece, Mrs. Thomas 
Vaugh, of 5834 Hatfield st. 1

Mrs. Carrie Edwards is the oldest resident of Ivyland, 
which reported 318 inhabitants in the 1940 census

within a small area. Why, any
thing might happen to our water 
supply.” .

He admitted water mains could 
be constructed from Hatboro but 
hinted very strongly that this 
would require changing the minds 
of many of the present Ivylanders. 
And the same goes for sewage 
Jines.
10 Train Stops Daily

While a majority of property 
owners anticipate rises in property 
values and shake off worries of 
sewage assessments and tax in
creases, there are others who see 
little good of the boom. Also 
others who fled Bucks County
ward for peace and tranquillity. 
Now they growl only at the com
ing boom and at the whirring roar 
of testing motors.

It is they who are reasonably 
content with the town’s train 
service. There are six trains daily 
to Philadelphia. Four trains from 
this city stop at Ivyland. Gaso
line coaches make the trips to Hat
boro where passengers transfer to 
the electric trains. The Board of 
Trade has set electrification of the 
Northeast Penn division of the 
Reading Railroad for the remain
ing three miles to Ivyland as a first 
objective. This to include “a 
decent-looking station.”
Solving Freight Problem

An official of the- Reading Com
pany said that the Reading has 
been conferring with transporta
tion officials of Brewster’s since 
last November to work out a pro
gram for handling the company’s 
freight.

“Passenger traffic beyond Hat
boro, however, has never war
ranted the huge expenditures 
necessary to electrify the line,” he 
declared. "Wherever there is suf
ficient patronage, any railroad will 
do its utmost to accommodate that 
patronage. We’d like to be able to 
supply all passengers with electric! 
train service.”

Ivyland boasts of a gasoline sta-! 
tion, a general store and the 
old-established firm of William 
Hobensack’s Sons, dealers in feed, 
grain and farm implements. Some I 
of the town’s leading citizens I 
make their livelihood at the 
Hobensack mill, including the 
Burgess, B. Frank Hobensack, a 
relative of the owners.

The proprietors, George S. and 
Cornell Hobensack, don’t fear 
aviation’s intrusion into farming, 
although the former admits worry
ing a bit lest some of his 12 
employes desert to work for 
Brewsters.

By N. S. HASELTINE, JR-
There is little about Ivyland. 

Bucks County, to remind one of 
Florida at this time of the year. 
Certainly not the first glimpse, the 
waiting room of its weather-beaten 
railroad station .where the bucket- 
a-day spreads some cheer to at 
least the inner circle of com
muters.

But, fake it from William H. 
Molloy, Ivyland real estate oper
ator, most of the town’s residents 
are looking to a real “Florida 
boom,” with property values jump
ing to all-get-out. Even now, some 
of the landowners who would have 
been content wilh selling out six 
months ago at $100 to $150 on 
the acre are jacking up the asking 
price to $750—and still not suret 
they’ll sell.

Ivyland, you see, is the borough 
nearest what is to be the super 
assembly plant of the Brewster 
Aeronautical. Corporation, on a 
site of 367 acres of Warminster 
Township. The new plant expects 
to take on 4000 workers by Sum
mer and use upward to 10,000 
when it reaches the production 
peak.
Planes in “Front Yard”

The townsfolk have been some
what nettled that nearby, and 
larger, Hatboro has been getting 
all the publicity. “Why Hatboro 
is a mile away,” they say, “and 
it won’t even get the tailwash of 
the bombers whereas the planes 
will be in our front yards."

As things are shaping up, Ivy
landers will be close enough to 
toss corncobs at the spinning pro
pellers. That is, if there is any 
adjacent land to grow corn on 
once housing developments get 
under way.

The community of 318 proud 
citizens—it gained 11 persons be
tween the 1930 and 1940 census 
takings—is beginning to plan how 
to take care of an expected over
whelming influx of workers “whose 
children will have to go to school, 
even if it means abandoning our 
modern two-room schoolhouse.” 
Forty-six pupils are getting their 
education there now from th? 
town’s two teachers.
Trade Board Revived

First official action was taken 
at a recent meeting of the bor
ough’s rejuvenated Board of Trade. 
The board was formed five years 
ago and functioned in a desultory 
fashion for several years. Then, 
as there seemed no reason for con- 
linued existence, it turned over its 
treasury to the town’s baseball 
nine. That was its former history, 
according to the board’s president, 
W. W. (Wats) Carver, who is 
also the town’s stationmaster and 
its Justice of the Peace.

“We have to get busy and draw 
up proper zoning ordinances and 
building codes;” declared Carver. 
“We can’t have our town becom
ing a squatters’ settlement. We’ll 
probably need a good restaurant 
and some stores, but we won’t 
stand for a lot of cheap, noisy tap
rooms.”

No, that would never do—not in 
Ivyland, which used to boast the 
reputation of a “temperance town” 
and actually accommodated the 
overflow of sober-minded visitors 
at Philadelphia’s celebration of the 
Centennial. It would seem incon
gruous to have a “Sloppy Joe’s” 
on such town streets as Willard, 
Greeley and Gough. All were 
named for noted temperance work
ers.
Modern—AU .93 Square Mile

Five other streets besides these 
plot out the village’s .93 square 
mile. Comfortably spaced between 
them are some 70 odd homes, 
mainly of shingle and wood with an 
occasional brick or stone house to 
break up any regularity. Most of 
the buildings are the well-pre
served homes of the original re- 
1 ired farmers who first settled Ivy
land.

The residents enjoy many of the 
modern conveniences such as elec
tricity, fire protection, railroad 
communications and paved streets. 
Gas has not yet been piped in “but 
it is within a mile of here.” Sew
age and water mains are the com
ing problems.

“Apy large-scale housing, here is 
stymied by our lack of water 
mains,” declared Molloy. "If some 
one were to put up, say, 40‘houses, 
he couldn’t, very well sink 40 wells

What Townsfolk Say
Samples of opinions of other, 

townsfolk are: “There is a gold! 
mine here for opportunists,” “I 
see plenty of jobs opening up ”! 
“We ought to get a good medi
cal arts building here,” “Won’t the 
airplanes make an awful racket,” 
“We’ll be on the spot if war 
comes to America” and “I don’t 
see how we’ll be abld to care for 
everybody coming in.”

Then there is the town’s “oldest 
resident,” Mrs. Carrie Edwards, 
who is as modern as the new 
assembly plant will be. She says: 
The townsfolk always complained 

that we never got anywhere be
cause we never had anything to 
attract people. Now this comes 
along, and right away they begin 
to complain about a little noise. 
1 say let s have the noise.”
Boom Is More Than Talk

Railroad sewers, school house, 
taprooms, * Florida boom,” noises, 
jobs, gas and housing are all 
Proper points of discussion out 
I yland way. The Brewster Com- 
wJ? §round within 
two weeks, while J. L. Campbell, 
personnel manager, reports accenting over 7000 applications for jobs, 
n VnnT in at the rateot o00 to 600 daily.
al|Atna'lkthe(j’00m t0 hous>ng isn't 
nit kt A!readythe first
tothoi °f 500 available
Hatboro acres has been sold by 
the real estate firm of MP***-^ 
menTr t0 the Colonial D< 
ment Company for the erec 
142 homes.*
boro1^ 8 tbe be£innin* ;

land^5 °nly the beSinnin^
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Residents of Ivyland hope this railroad station will be replaced by a 
modern structure if expected town prosperity results in more traffic
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W. W. Carver, Board of Trade president, who is determined to maintain 
the high moral tone of the town, poses with his wife in their shop

Map indicates area of Warminster Town
ship affected by the purchase of land for 
the new assembly plant of the Brewster 
Aeronautical.Corporation. These five farms 
have a ground area of about 360 acres. 
Factory will be on the old Florey farm

h^risht^^ stimulated members of town model airplane club. Left
to i ight. Ray bnyder, Dick Beidler and Stan Kroud (Ledger Photos by Norman Mevius)
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EXERCISES HONOR 
MOTHER DREXEL

Youngsters loiter at the entrance to Ivyland’s general store and postoffice on Gough St. 
Townsmen expect an influx of 10,000 workers when the factory reaches full production

Mark 50th Anniversary 
of Founding Order 
and Becoming Nun

A three-day celebration to mark

TOIir7Sdalso the golden jubilee of 
Mother Katharine as a num Now 
81 she renounced wealth and so 
Hal position a half century ago to 
star^the order which has become 
renowned for Its work among 
Negroes and Indians throughout 
the country. There are 
than 450 sisters ^ho maintain m^s 
sions and schools in 17 Sta}esv4^ 
outstanding institution is‘ 
University, New Orleans, only^uni 
versify for Catholic Negroes in the 

COTheryorder now maintains four 
parish schools: Holy Providence at 
the motherhouse, Co\ 
Heights; St. Ignatius, 43d and Wal
lace sts.; Blessed Sacrament, Broad 
st. and Fairmount av., St. Peter 
Claver, 12th and Lombard sts and 
St. Catherine of Sienna, W. Penn

L.. •*

o

Mr. John W. McCord, of 1824 E.

(From The Dispatch, Feb. 4, 1921) 
(Etchings by John B. Patterson)

Betsy Gilmore, of 7812 Cottage st., places wreath on statue of 
George Washington at Independence Hall as feature of 

ceremonies by the Independent Patriotic League of the 
Loyal Orange Institute

Dr. Jos. J. Toland, Jr., Medical 
Director at Nazareth Hospital

Dr. Joseph J. Toland, Jr., 4605 Leiper 
‘ street. Frankford,.has accepted the ap- 

ipointment as Medical Director and, 
Chief Surgeon of the Nazareth Hospi-; 

festal succeeding Dr. Basil R. Beltran,: 
:, .who resigned due to augmented private, 

j and industrial surgical practice and in. 
^’conjunction with office consultations. ;

Dr. Toland was born and educated; 
.— in Frankford, graduated from Medico1 

Chi in 1912, specializing in Surgery. 
He is surgeon at St. Mary’s Hospital, 

.. Northeastern Hospital, National Stom-; 
L’.ach Hospital, and consulting surgeon 
J ;at the U. S. Naval Hospital. He is also 

a fellow of the American College of 
Wi Surgeons, a national organization, 
la j During the World War, Dr. Toland 
‘.'{served in the U. S. Naval Forces from 
'- June 19171 to October 1919 as a Lieu- 

Ji.il tenant Commander. He was the first
Commander of Frankford Post 211,

' American Legion, and has been an ac- 
five member sincejts_prganization.

HONORS FOR 2 FROM HERE
Agnes Repplier and Paul Cret Elect

ed to Arts and Letters Academy
Two Philadelphians, Agnes Rep

plier, author, and Paul Philippe 
Cret, world-renowned architect, 
have been elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, Dr. 
Walter Damrosch, president, an
nounced in New 'York.

Miss Repplier, a native of Tor- 
resdale, was educated at the Sacred 
Heart Convent, there, and holds 
honorary degrees from Yale, Colum
bia and other universities. Cret was 
born in Lyons, France, and is pro
fessor emeritus of design at the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. He was 
architect for American memorials 
in France, for the Federal Reserve 
Building and many other Federal 
and municipal buildings in this 
country.

Membership in the academy is 
limited to 50

Sisterhood Founded by Katherine
Drexel Fifty Years Ago

Wednesday was the fiftieth anniver
sary of the Sisters of the Blessed Sdcra- 
ment for Indians and Colored People, 
founded here by Katharine Drexel, 
member of the prominent Philadelphia 
family. A temporary mother house was 
established in 1891 at the old Drexel 
homestead at Torresdalc, with a group 
of thirteen novices and postulants. The 
following year the religious community 
was transferred to its permanent house 
at Cornwells. The group founded and 
operates Xavier University, New Or
leans, the only Catholic University in 
the United States for Negroes. It also 
conducts a number of mission centers 
and schools for Indians and colored.

Old Publications 
in Early Days of 

Famous Dummies

Cornwall street, has brought to The 
Dispatch office copies of three old news
papers which circulated in Frankford for 
a time, published at various times by his 
grandfather, J. Wallace Cord, as follows: 
—The Germantown and Frankford 
Weekly of December 4th, 1869, estab
lished October 3, 1868. This paper was 
four pages,five columns wide, distributed 
gratuitously in Germantown and Frank
ford. This publication was followed by 
another “The Weekly Idea.”

A FRANKFORD DUMMY
The Frankford Weekly Tribune (suc

ceeding the “Idea”) price three cents, 
every Saturday morning by M. Wise and 
J. Wallace McCord, dated December 10, 
1870. The paper was six column, four 
pages

The Germantown Sunday Review, 
price five cents, of March 3, 1878, an 
eight page, six column publication.

The "Weekly Tribune in a glowing 
article on “Frankford” said “This 
beautiful town constituting one of the 
northern environs of the metropolis of 
Philadelphia, is one of the most beautiful 
of the State, and certainly one of the 
handsomest of its surroundings.”

st.. Germantown. .
The Drexel homestead in 1 or- 

resdale, where Mother Katharine 
was raised with two sisters, Eliza
beth and Louise, has become St. 

.Michael’s Shrine of the True Cross, 
which is widely visited.

The foundress was hqnored at the 
motherhouse, yesterday, with an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Peda- 
gogy, presented at a private service 
by the Very Rev. Raymond V. Kirk, 
president of Duquesne University.

Bishop Hugh L. Lamb pontificat
ed at a solemn Mass, and the Rev. 
John LaFarge, S. J., associate editor 
of America, spoke at a jubilee serv
ice for the clergy today. Tomorrow’s 
service will be for religious sister
hoods, with Bishop Gerald O’Hara, 
of Savannah, Ga., as celebrant, and
the Rev. Edward F. Murphy, dean 
of philosophy at Xavier University, 
preacher.

On Sunday at 10 A. M.» Cardinal 
Dougherty will preside, and Bishop 
Joseph M. Corrigan, rector of Cath
olic University, will speak at a serv
ice for friends and benefactors of 
the order

However it was not all “roses” even 
in those days, for the article winds up 
with the following:

OLD “DUMMY” BRIDGE 
Over Frankford Creek.

“We find a serious drawback to the 
business of Main street (and much 
against the wishes of its residents) of the 
traversing of that thronged and active 
thoroughfare by the dummy street passen
ger cars, which precludes the farmers and 
esquestrian country folks on business in 
the town from enteringthat thoroughfare 
with teams, in consequence of the danger 
from the shying of their horses, and the 
consequent endangerment of life, and 
other accidents that may imminently 
befall children and pedestrians. We do 
not see why the citizens of Frankford 
should be inflicted with a grievance 
which the city proper very wisely prohib
ited for itself, for we surelv believe we 
are living in a day when an equal people 
command an equal respect and protection 
by law.”

[Editor’s Note—The first horse cars 
ran to Frankford March 15, 1858 to 
Frankford avenue and Arrott streets. 
In the same year the Second and Third 
Streets line was chartered, and their car 
terminus was Frankford avenue and 
Harrison street. November 17 186 
‘he were first from
Fourth and Berks streets to Arrott street.

h°rse’cars were used as trailers 
and the latter had seats on top and a 
SP2 f0r the Passengers
who used them. Trolled cars supplant
ed dummies and horse-cars in 1893 —

u* Artlcle entitled, “Transporta
tion, by Guernsey A. Hallowell.]



Mules May Come and Mules May Go

State Acquires Property 
To Preserve Its
Sylvan Beauty

By MAURICE S. RITTER

Gaily-painted Yankee Spy, 
Sylvan Stream and Lady’s 
Friend, manned by roister

ing, hard-bitten crews, have dis
appeared from the placid waters of 
^he Delaware Canal.

Jennie, Maud, and most of their 
co-workers, who once trudged the 
towpath proudly caparisoned in 
bells and fancy harness, are in re
tirement or in the mules’ happy 
grazing grounds. Rusted machin
ery could no longer swing open the 
lock gates at the conch-shell blast 
of the barge captain.

But the 60 miles of narrow 
waterway, once the main outlet 
from Pennsylvania’s rich anthra
cite coal region, will remain as a 
State Park, a connecting link be
tween these high-speed days and a 
more leisurely and picturesque 
past.

On December 18, Governor James 
signed the bill which again made 
the canal State property.

Its banks caved in at many spots, 
dry or almost dry in others, the 
canal today is no asset to any park. 
But Secretary of Forests and 
Waters, G. Albert Stewart, has 
promised that “some repairs will be 
made and water will be gotten in 
there.”
Everyone Happy

Which satisfies to a great degree 
members of the Delaware Valley 
Protective Association and its mov
ing spirit, William Francis Taylor, 
Lumberville artist, who have been 
fighting for years to preserve the 
beauty of the Valley and rehabili
tate the canal.

Secretary Stewart said the only 
purpose of the State in securing the 
property was 'to preserve it as a 
landmark and to keep the beauty 
of the section intact by preventing 
it falling into the hands of specu
lators who “would undoubtedly 
chop it up.”

“There will be no general im
provement at this time,” Stewart 
says. “We haven’t the money and 
it would be useless to ask the Legis
lature for any now. But we want 
to clean up insect-breeding spots 
and get water flowing again.”

Stewart said there would be no 
move to build a new highway along 
the canal to replace the quaint, 
winding road that carries sight
seers through one of the beauty 
spots of the State. “Let those who 
want to go places in a hurry use 
other roads. To tamper with the 
present one would be to destroy 
its beauty.”

The Delaware River Valley, with 
5ts canal and picturesque old 
houses, in recent years brought to 
the notice of the Nation through 
an influx of artists and writers and 
the founding of the Bucks County 
Playhouse at New Hope is within

Camel back bridge (upper) over the still partially filled portion of the canal 
above New Hope

Above Lumberville (lower) a mud puddle is all that remains of the once 
deep waters of the canal

two hours’ journey of one-sixth of 
the population of the Nation today.

But as late as 1898, when E. W. 
Redfield, of Center Bridge, one of 
the foremost artists of the world, 
drove up River road in a wagon, a 
cow tethered to the tailboard, 
chickens could scratch unmolest
ed in the narrow highway which 
was almost impassable in spring.
Gala Times

Completed in 1832 with great 
ceremony, actual use of the canal 
was postponed until a year later 
because of leakage. Its reputed 
cost was $1,374,743, paid by the 
State. Stock which originally sold 
for $50, jumped to $180 by 1835. 
In 1854 an outlet was made from 
the canal at New Hope and boats 
crossed the river to enter the Del
aware and Raritan Canal at Lam
bertville and continue to New 
York.

The State sold the waterway for 
$1,775,000 to the Delaware Division 
Canal Company in 1858, and it was 
leased to the Lehigh Coal and 
Navigation Co. in 1866. The lease 
was surrendered to the owner in 
1931. and later sold to the State for 
$1. For five years it was maintain
ed as a park, but upon an opinion 
by the then Attorney General, 
Charles J. Margiotti, that the sale 
was not legal, it was returned to 
the canal company.

Heyday of the canal was around 
1860, when 1,338,375 tons of coal 
were transported over its narrow 
stretches.

At this period between 2,700 and 
3,000 barges of from 40 to 100 tons 
operated on the Delaware Division, 
which extended from Mauch 
Chunk to Bristol. Even as late as 
1926 some 100,000 tons of coal were 
Still carried in mule-drawn boats.

Even after commercial traffic 
stopped, barge parties were popu
lar. The flood of 1936 was what 
really ended the usefulness of the 
canal, washing out an aqueduct at 
Point Pleasant and tearing away 
sections of bank all along its lower 
length.

Oxford and Lower Dublin
Institution to be Put to Use

The old property of the Oxford-Low
er Dublin Township Poor Board, aban
doned three years, ago, may be taken 
over by the State'as a home for men
tally retarded children. The property, 
at Cottman street and Rowland avenue, 
Holmesburg, was found in good condi
tion on Wednesday, after an inspection 
by Earl B. Stimpson, architect for the 
State Department of Welfare, and 
Bruce Dunlap, director of the Bureau of 
Institutional Management. .

About 1,000 mentally retarded chil
dren badly in need of institutional care 
are on the waiting lists of th’e Municipal 
Court.

Mr. CharleTc Yeager, ^r., of Cris-1 
pin street, enjoyed a reunion with his i 
children over the Christmas holidays, j 
Daniel E. and’his wife were up from' 
Baltimore and Charles C. Yeager, Jr. 
was here from Washington. Charles 
Yeager is with the government as assis-. 
taut pathologist in tobacco investiga
tion. He attended the meetings of the 
American Association for Advance
ment of Science held in Philadelphia 

i during the holidays and was appointed 
to the Council for Tobacco Disease In
vestigation.

Stmpson said the cost of converting 
he institution to accommodate children 

now unable to be admitted to Penn- 
hurst and Elwyn training schools be
cause these institutions are filled to ca
pacity, would “not be excessive.”

The State officials came from Harris
burg to inspect the property at the sug
gestion of President Judge Charles L. 
Brown of the Municipal Court, who 
urged that the State take over themrom idle Theeraed °f it to remain!
idle there are 12/ acres in the tract 
with three^sfH buHding is four stories, 

since its abandonment.iving on the place ,
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But Delaware Canal Goes on Forever list ’fWepty 
Years A£°”

From The Dispatch, Feb. 17, 1921

The old Joanes homestead, on an 82- 
acre tract adjoining Barholme Park in 
the Thirty-fifth ward, is the site for' 
the Jeanes Memorial Hospital.

Portions of four streets —Faunce, 
Napfle, Barnes and Jeanes—will be va
cated oy the city so the hospital may 
be erected. The ground, and a fund 
which now amounts to $1,000,000, was 
bequeathed by Miss Anna T. Jeanes, 
prominent member of the Society of 
Friends, for establishing a hospital for 
treatment of nervous and cancer dis-, 
eases.

The hospital will be built under the 
auspices of the Jeanes Hospital Cor
poration and the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting of Friends. Miss Jeanes died 
September 24, 1907, leaving upwards of 
$5,000,000 in bequests.

Years ago, when the Philadelphia, 
Newtown and New York Railroad was 
built, the Jeanes family fought bitterly 
against giving the railroad right of 
way across the property. The railroad 
won under the right of eminent do
main. This was in 1876, the time when 
the Centennial Exposition was held.

The spacious mansion of two-and- 
one-half stories was then abandoned, 
still completely furnished, according 
to legend. The family then occupied a 
property at 1201 Arch street.

FRANKFORD DISPATCH

ly Sttno Scott Wotton
(Released by Western Newspaper Union.)

Shared Washington’s 
Birthday

'T'HE fame of two American art- 
* ists rests largely upon their as

sociation with George Washington 
and their portraits of him. They 
were Charles Willson Peale and his 
son, Rembrandt Peale, and coinci
dence also plays a part in their rela
tionship with the Father of His Portrait of Washington, made by

Rusted machinery and rotten timbers (upper) are reminders o£ past glory 
near Lumberville. Covered bridge in background

Collapse of the steel aqueduct at Pt. Pleasant (lower) four year ago 
drained upper parts of the waterway

—i of dollars a year in free treatment to 
EDITORIAL FEB 14. Northeast Philadelphia hospitals. They 
------------------ have no way to collect, and the growing 

------------- number of accidents simply adds to the 
| cost of free treatment in other cases for 
i which the hospitals are not fully com
pensated by the Commonwealth now. 

1 Senator Farrell and his meritorious bill 
have much to commend.

Senator Farrell9 s 
Bill Protects

Northeast Hospitals

the first known

Considerable merit is to be found in 
the bill of Senator Louis H. Farrell, of 
the Great Northeast District, intro
duced in the State Senate at Harris
burg, authorizing payment by the Com
monwealth from the Motor Fund of ex
penses incurred by hospitals in Penn
sylvania, and more particularly in the 
Eighth (Northeast) Senatorial District, 
caring for victims of motor vehicle ac
cidents unable to pay for their treat
ment. There will be objections to the 
use of this fund for the purpose, but if 
there is any charge which might be 
made against it with justice, it surely 
is for the aid of persons injured in mo
tor accidents. The Farrell Bill provides 
a method whereby costs will be ascer
tained by the State’s own Department 
of Welfare and checked by fiscal offi
cers.

Expense of care of persons hurt in 
collisions and the like on our North
east highways is a burden on hospitals 
already crowded to the doors by meet
ing ordinary demands of our many, 
communities. It amounts to thousands Claude D’ Arras done by John 

Curry. Above self portrait 
of D’Arras

Country. For Rembrandt Peale was , 
born on Washington’s birthday— ' 
February 22, 1778—and his father 
died on Washington’s birthday—Feb- I 
ruary 22, 1827.

Being the son of an artist, it 
' was only natural perhaps that j

Rembrandt Peale 
should become a 
painter. So it is 
not surprising to 
learn that he be
gan to draw at ' 
the age of eight 
and by the 'time 
he was 13 he had 
painted a portrait 
of himself.

Charles Willson 
Peale had made 

portrait of Washing
ton (painted in 1772 and depicting 
him as an officer in the Virginia mi
litia) and had served as a captain 

! of volunteers under him at the Battle 
' of Trenton. When Washington be- 

came President, he was constantly 
I importuned to sit for his portrait, 
i Some of these requests he denied, 
! but he could not refuse his old 

friend, when in 1795 Charles Willson 
Peale asked him to pose for his tal
ented young son, Rembrandt. In 
fact, he granted the boy three sit
tings in his father’s studio in Phila
delphia and the portrait reproduced 
below was the result.

This portrait of Washington was 
the only one which Rembrandt Peale 
made from life, but another of his 
pictures of the First American, not 
drawn from life, is even more, fa
mous. Known as the “Equestrian 
Portrait” it is entitled “Washington 
Before Yorktown” and it was not 
made until 1823. But when Chief 
Justice John Marshall, who had 
served under Washington in the 

I Revolution, saw it, he exclaimed “It 
■ is more like Washington himself 
than any portrait I have ever seen.”

In 1796 Charles Willson Peale de
cided to give up portrait painting 
and recommended his talented son,

Rembrandt Peale when he was only 
17 years old.
Rembrandt, to the public as his sue- . 
cessor. But the son was not imme
diately successful and went to 
Charleston, S. C., where he had his 
studio for several years. In 1801 
he went to England to continue his 
studies under his father’s instruc
tor, the famous Benjamin West, but 
after a short time there his health 
failed and he returned to his home 
in Philadelphia. He intended to 
abandon art for agriculture but, 
after painting a few portraits, he 
was surprised to find himself hailed 
as a worthy successor to his famous 
father.

In 1804 he advertised .himself as 
‘Rembrandt, portrait painter in 
large and small, head of Mulberry 
court, leading from Sixth, three 
doors above Market street” and ex
plained that he desired to be known 
by his first name alone, “the ad
junct Peale serving only to show of 
whom descended.” Three years later I 
he visited Paris to paint the most 
distinguished men of the day and 
was successful in this enterprise. 
After a second trip to Paris in 1809, 
he came back to America the follow
ing year and from that time, until 
his death in 1860, his fame as a por
traitist, a painter of historic scenes 
and a lithographer (one of the first 
to practice the art in America) was 
undiminished.

* * ♦
Although Washington sat for his 

portrait by the 17-year-old Rem
brandt Peale in 1795, it was not un
til 1823 that the artist finally finished 
it. He spent those 28 years in work
ing on it to make it suit his ideal of 
a true likeness of the great man. He 
took it with him when he went 
abroad and exhibited it in Italy and 
England where it attracted a great 
deal of attention. After his return to 
America, the portrait was bought by 

' the United States senate and it now 
hangs in the vice president’s room 
in the senate wing of the Capitol.
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Safety Loves Company

Where one traffic policeman used to help children cross streets on way to Ethan Allen public 
school, Robbins and Battersby sts., 25 mothers are now employed—on own initiative

”WFAIR MOTHERS 
CUARDCROSSING

Assist Children on Way 
to School after City 
Removes Policeman

A dozen mothers turned traffic 
policemen today and ushered 35 chil
dren across Frankford av. at Rob-' 
bins st. on their way to the Ethan 
Allen public school, Robbins and 
Battersby sts.

A traffic policeman stationed at 
the corner was removed when a 
survey indicated, officials say, that 

■ the intersection was used by only a 
few children.

Indignant over the removal, the 
mothers went to the corner a lit
tle before 8.30. They carried Amer
ican flags, and signs reading: “We 
want a policeman to protect our 
children,” and “We pay taxes.”

Joining hands, the women formed 1 
a chain across Frankford av. while 
the children crossed. A dozen auto
mobiles came to a halt when the 
women took up their post. Guy 
Parsons, Assistant Superintendent 
of Police was among the motorists 

' who had to halt.
Before they went to the corner 

the women appealed to Councilman 
George D. Mansfield at his home,

4034 Higbee st. They told him that 
if their children are compelled to 
cross Frankford av, at the points 
designated by a traffic survey, it will 
mean that they must walk two ex- 

| (Con1rnued*'?fom"The’ Klrut Page) 

tra blocks, and that the number of 
children crossing at Robbins st, 
justifies a policeman and a traffic 
light.

Mansfield said he would consult 
with the city traffic officials again 
today to see if the dispute could not 
be adjusted.

Yesterday, when children crossed 
at Robbins st. they were sent home . 
after arriving at school because the 
safety patrol was not on duty at the 
intersection.

The children were supposed to 
cross at Devereux or Levick sts., 
each of which is protected by a 
traffic light and a policeman.

Mrs. William McKnight, 6243 
Charles st., mother of two small 
children; Mrs. Ernest Kessler, 4119 
Robbins st., who has one child; Mrs. 
William Schickner, 6254 Tackawan- 
na st., mother of three; Mrs. Wil
liam Boynton, 6230 Erdrick st., 
mother of three; Mrs. Michael 
Ovack, 4151 Robbins st., who has 
one child, and Mrs. Christian Fink, 
6260 Erdrick st., who has three, 
were in the delegation calling on 
Mansfield before they formed their 
own safety patrol.

^^^^^x<x^\^x\N?\XX\xx\>’

OTHERS

^1

CONTROL TRAFFIC TO PROTECT PUPILS
Doing the work.they.eontend policemen should do, more than SO women took over 
_control.of tjrafXic._Yesterday at theintersection ofFrankfqrd aye. and Robbins st. so 
their children could cross safely on their way to the Ethan Allen School, Robbins at Battersby sts.

Mayfair Mothers Promised Traffic 
Light at Dangerous Crossing

Protosting Mayfair Mothers
Guard Crossing for Children’

A number of mothers in the Mayfair 
section on Wednesday formed in a 
auard line across Frankford avenue at 
the Robbins street intersection to sate- 
_“ard their children on their way to 
The Ethan Allen School at Robbins and 
Battersby streets. The women have been
protesting the absence of policemen to । 
Liard this crossing. A traffic police-1 
man assigned to this corner was re-r 
|”ntly removed as officials stated the 
I intersection was used by only a few

utes was Assistant Superintendent ot 
Police Guy E. Parsons. Some' carried 
placards and others American flags. 
Two of the placards read “We Have to 
Do the Work Which Our Taxes Are 
supposed to Provide” and “Money for 
Drones, but None to Provide Safety for 
Our Children.”

Mayfair’s militant mothers, who last 
March succeeded in having the city 
station a patrolman at Frankford ave- ' ' '

Robbins street, while their: • 
children were en route to school, on! 
Tuesday visited City Hall and askedi 

. that a traffic light be placed at that ! 
intersection.

Robert A. Mitchell, city traffic en
gineer, explained street changes plan- i 
ned for that section and said the new i 
light would be installed next Septem-1 . 
ber. ! I

Meanwhile, according to Mrs. Chris-! 
tian Fink, 6260 Erdrick street, presi- i . - 
dent of the Women’s Civic, had been! 
promised a traffic light by May 1.

She said that on Saturdays and Sun- i' 
days, when the intersection is un-i 
guarded, “it’s as much as your life is1 • 
yvorth to try to get across.” She point- I 
ed out that several minor accidents: ' ■ 
had occurred during those times.

In April the women of the section' . 
.turned traffic police for several days’ 
and formed a chain across Frankford i 
avenue so the children could cross to' 
the Ethan Allen School and St. Timo-! 
thys Parochial School. Finally the' 
policeman was stationed there ‘ ♦ ■
NM. /ui-------- ■----------

i rived at the intersection, the mothers' 
■ halted traffic and formed a human : 
chain across the street to let the j 
pupils pass.
CITY HALL CONFERENCE

At City Hall, Director of Public! 
- Safety James H. Malone conferred ■ 
with Robert A. Mitchell, city traffic ; 
engineer, and Superintendent How
ard P. Sutton, following which Ma
lone said Mitchell would discuss the | 
problem with Councilman George D. 
Mansfield, who represents the May- 
fair section.

Following the conference, it was 
announced the policeman would e 
restored pending further checks op 
traffic at the intersection.,
CHILD WAS KILLED

children.
The dispute arose after a survey 

made' by WPA in co-operation with 
traffic engineers last January, when 
mmils were handed new routes which 
thev were told to follow to school. The 
hildren were advised to use either 

Devereaux or Levick streets, where 
there are traffic lights and a police-' 
man -and abandon Robbins street. :

The indignant parents previously, 
,»nt to the home of Councilman

George D. Mansfield, at 4034 Higbee]' 
See? and said the change of crossings

• would mean several extra blocks of 
alking for their children. Councilman

Mansfield said he would consult traffic 
officials to see if the dispute could not ■ 
be adjusted. .

The women, who arrived at the cor- •. 
i ner at 8:30 A. M., formed two lanes ..

rn„ Frankford avenue, halting all ,------. . , . - —— - —
' aC. 'mobiles until the children were 1 st. Wednesday in an-effort to obtair sociation, declared the entire problem 
i 2 elv past the intersection. Among the. , '........................... ’ ------- *------”” ------------------------- ----------------
' motorists delayedjor about five mupl -

Mothers
Win Fight 
For Police

Mitchell explained that following a 
survey of school routes children were 
asked not to use the Robbins st. and 
Frankford ave, intersection, but’ to 
walk 300 feet in either direction and 
cross Frankford ave. at Levick st. or

As indignant Mayfair mothers Devereaux, where there are both traf- 
continued to act as traffic officers fie officers and lights. He pointed out 

1 at an intersection near the Ethan that a school child was killed at 
Allan Public School yesterday, city Frankford ave. and Robbins, st. last 
officials announced that a traffic year, adding, “We don’t think it un
officer would be restored to the post fair to ask the children to avoid this 
this morning. i intersection.”

The dozen mothers who took up Robert Wright, president of the 
posts at Frankford ave. and Robbins Allen School Parents-Teachers As-

st. Wednesday m an-.enort to oiwi —...cumc piooiem 
i either a traffic light or officer there was one of speed law enforcement on 
were augmented yesterday to mon lankford aye., which he said motor- 

.Lthan 30. When school children ar- were using as if it were a race
.— COUI 86.



Mothers Go Off Duty, Policeman Comes Back

The protesting mothers of Mayfair, who formed their own safety patrol when traffic policeman was removed from this 
Frankford av.^and Robbins st. intersection, have won their fight. Patrolman James Leary takes the place of the one removed, 

and Captain Larry Carmody stands by _______ ______

evening public ledger, Philadelphia, Wednesday, march 26, 1941 Incidents in

Phila. Plans 
Rural Schools

A plan for the construction of 
two enormous educational centers 
in Northeast Philadelphia was 
disclosed today by Dr. Alexander 
J. Stoddard, superintendent of 
schools.

He declared, however, he would 
not recommend to the Board of 

; Education that a separate school 
■ be built for the Rhawnhurst sec- 
| tion which has been clamoring for 

a new one for months.
Dr. Stoddard said his plan, which 

( he will outline in detail to the 
; board in two weeks, is the “long- 
' term, statesmanlike solution” to 
’ the knotty problem of • providing 
i schools for the Northeast.

The two great educational 
centers he envisions, would en
compass some 80 acres each.

They’ would be fitted for their 
tasks by the rural and rustic na- 

' ture of the land on which they 
would be located, and, he declared, 

’ they could be built only in such a 
; suburban subdivision of a large 
city-’_ The first of the two centers, he

Frankford's
Early History

RELATED BY HORACE W. CASTOR

play and Boulevard.

said, would be located on the west 
side of Roosevelt Boulevard some
where in the vicinity of Pennypack 
Creek. He said he would recom
mend in his report that the city 
obtain this acreage as soon as pos
sible.

The first step in his plan would 
be construction of an elementary 
school to accommodate 1500 pupils. 
This would be built in accordance 
with the nature of the land. It 
would be long, low and rambling.

There would be indoor
health facilities, but the oppor
tunities for practical outdoor work 
Would be developed far beyond 
their present boundaries.

There would be room for gar
den plots where nature study and 
Continued from Page One

i elementary science could be pur- 
. sued by the pupils.

Certain domestic animals, in
cluding chickens, rabbits and the 
like would be raised so that pu
pils could get practical demon
strations of animal husbandry.
Plan Rural Atmosphere

The entire project, Dr. Stoddard 
• said, would, have as countrylike an 
.air as , possible. The children 
would be segregated entirely from 
traffic and other urban hazards 

i and distractions.

I The second rstep, Dr. Stoddard' 
j|said, would coincide with the j 
growth of these suburban com-: 
munities. It would include the 
construction of a junior high school 
elsewhere on the enormous plot of 
ground. Finally, he said, a senor 
high school would be built and an 
entire educational center would 
have been created.

As the Northeast grows, he said, 
plans would be made for purchase 
of a plot on the other side of the 

The first unit, he de-
! dared, could be started almost 
immediately. He did not say what 
the costs would be, but asserted 
they would be cheaper than the 
construction of as many individual 
schools in different parts of the 
city.

The first project would serve 
Rhawnhurst, Fox Chase, Comly, 
Jacobs and similar communities. 
The other would serve other sec
tions of the Northeast.

Dr. Stoddard emphasized that 
if his plan is not deemed advis
able at this time, however, he 
would not recommend that a 
separate school be built for Rhawn
hurst.

FIRE lassies at the wheel
w - J1A™ for !le? r W) Nanne Weber, Elaine Miller and Nancy

hats and blg smiles Participated in a parade
along State id. and m ground-breaking exercises at the site of the proposed new $15,000 
headquarters building for the Croyden Volunteer Fire Company, at Croyden, Pa.

The Historical Society of Frankford 
held a regular meeting at dts building, 
1507 Orthodox street, on Tuesday eve-, 
ning, March 11. Dr. John C. Menden-[ 
hall presided, and spoke about Rev. • 
John W. Lever’s picture of old Frank-! 
ford, telling the members where it had, 
been placed on the walls of the build
ing. He announced that the April meet
ing will be addressed by J. Stogdell 
Stokes on “Furniture Collecting, the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art and the 
Pennsylvania Dutch.” Dr. William 
Seifriz, of the University of Pennsyl
vania, will speak at the meeting in May. 
Dr. Mendenhall had for presentation a 
rare jewelry set of ivory pin and ear-i 
rings of curious design. They came] 
from Mr. William Spawm, of Wash
ington.

Mr. Shallcross told of a minute which 
had been received from the Society of 
Architects about a former member,; 
Frank R. Watson. A handsome gift of 
the History of the Historical Society of I 
Pennsylvania had been received. It was 
compiled by the late Hampton L. Car- 
son, and published by his son, Joseph , 
Carson. Four old books of music used ■ 
by Rev. John Lever came to the So
ciety from his daughter, Miss Iona L. 
Lever. Mr. Benjamin S. Thorp called 
attention to the little booklet and di
rectory, recently issued by the Frank
ford Trust Co., and said that the errors 
regarding the Historical Society would 
be corrected in the next issue. Dr. 
Mendenhall remarked that sometime 
there should be a memorial tablet des
ignating the founding of the Society.

Proceeding to the program of the 
evening, the meeting was turned over 
to Horace W. Castor, who had pre
pared a paper on “Old Pine Street j 
Church and Frankford Gun Powder.”! 
From some source he had found much! 
of interest concerning that old church 1 
in Philadelphia—one of the oldest, j 
Much was told of its pastor, Rev.' 
George Duffield, who write the hymn, ■ 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” Many 
of the important people in the early 
days of Philadelphia attended that ■ 
church, and Mr. Castor showed where 
they also figured in the history of 
Frankford — Thomas Jefferson, who 
did parts of the Declaration of Inde
pendence in the old summerhouse at 
the Drinker place; Washington was 
nominated here, and Capt. Stephen 
Decatur had his powder mill on Pow
der Mill lane, with his home “Mills- 

| dale,” near by. Rev. Philip Miladore 
from New York was the third paslo-' 
of the old church. When his health 
broke down and his physician ordered ■ 
him to go to a quiet place to rest 'he 
chose Frankford, where his physician' 
was Dr. Ruan. Dr. Benjamin Rush 
who was well-known all over the 

. world, and who was born in nearby;
Byberry was well known in Philadel-' 

[ phia and Frankford.
’ Dr Mendenhall thanked Mr.Castor 

for his excellent paper-the kind of 
historical paper of great value to the 
Historical Society.
wAt .'normal reception by the 
Women s Auxiliary at the close of he 
meeting the hostesses were Miss 9 M. Stea™ and Mrs. S. A. Morison



Albert Munson, tenor, of Hartel 
street, was one of the soloists at the 
five-day Shubert Festival which was I 
launched on Thursday last in the Acad-| 
emy of Music, with more than four 
hundred participating. The festival was! 
sponsored by the Philadelphia Choral: 
Festival Association and several other! 
local musical organizations.

Reading of a fire this week in the 
Oliver J. Cornman Public School at 
12th and Melon streets, recalls the 
memory of the late Oliver P. Corn
man, an earnest young man who had 
his first assignment as teacher in the 
public schools at the old Academy 
School, Willets and Academy roads. 
With untiring energy and encourage
ment he was gratified to see four of his 
students pass the examinations and en
ter the high and normal schools ^in 
Philadelphia. That was a stepping 
stone for him to higher positions which 
he steadily attained. It is gratifying to 
know that his name is perpetuated and 
his memory honored in one of the large 
schools of the city.

Fiftieth^Anniversary-of—
Sisters of Blessed Sacrament

The fiftieth anniversary exercises of 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, on 
Sunday last were brought to a close 
in the mother house, St. Elizabeth’s 
Convent, Cornwells Heights, north of 
Torresdale, with solemn pontifical 
mass celebrated by Dennis Cardinal 
Dougherty. The sermon was preached' 
by Most Rev. Joseph M. Corrigan, rec
tor of Catholic University, Washing
ton.

Members of the church hierarchy 
and hundreds of priests from this area 
and other parts of the country attend
ed the triduum, which honored Mother 
Katherine Drexel, who half a century 
ago renounced wealth and social posi
tion to found the order.

Father Corrigan praised “the spirit 
of sacrifice” of the 81-year-old nun. He 
referred to the work of the Sisters in 
twenty-two dioceses administering to 
1200 Indians and 13,000 Negroes.

Mother Catherine was the oldest of 
three sisters and is now eighty-one 
years old and is one of the great wo
men missionaries and executives of the 
church and one of its most self-effac
ing laborers. Her sister Elizabeth was i 
the wife of the late Walter George 
Smith, of Torresdale. She died in 1890. 
Another sister, Louise, lives in Torres
dale. She is the widow of General Ed- 

■ ward deVaux Morrell. Both gave large 
, । shares of their great wealth to charity 

and to the church.

VALLEY FORGi, 
IN BLOOM

At the left and 
above are two 
scenes taken at the 
height of the dog
wood blossom sea
son at Valley Forge. 
The view on the 
left shows a scene 
around the New 
Jersey. Monument 
on the grounds of 
Valley Forge Park. 
Above is Washing
ton’s Headquarters 
Building in its 
springtime setting.

Just Twenty
Years

From the Dispatch May 6,1921

The Rev. Laurence J. Wall, rector of 
St. Dominic’s Church, Holmesburg, 
celebrated his golden anniversary on 
Sunday last. To grace the occasion, 
his Eminence the Cardinal presided at 
Jubilee Mass and Father Wall cele
brated. , J

The sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. William J. Garrigan, D. D., dio
cesan director of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. The Rev. 
Thomas J. McNally was master of cere-j 
monies and assisted by Father Fogarty 
of St. Charles* Seminary, Overbrook, 
grandnephew of the Jubilarian.

Father Wall, was born September 5, 
1843, at Mill Creek, St. Stephen’s par
ish Port Carbon, Pa. He pursued 
higher studies at a private academy 
and later at St. Vincent’s College, 
Beatty, when he entered St. Charles 
Borromeo’s Seminary, in 1864. He was 
ordained in the Cathedral on April 3, 
1871, by the late Bishop Wood and 
celebrated his first Mass in St. Ste
phen’s Church, Port Carbon.

i Cornerstone Laid for
Conwell Memorial Church

! The cornerstone of the Conwell Me-i
! morial Church, Rowland avenue and' 
। Tyson street, was laid Sunday after-! 
■noon as part of the 50th anniversary' 
of the founding of the Baptist Temple.

1 The Conwell Church is a suburban unit 
of the Temple. Dr. Daniel Poling, pas
tor of the Baptist Temple, laid the' 
1 cornerstone with the trowel used by! 
iDr. Russell Conwell when he laid the! 
' Baptist Temple cornerstone.

Rev. Lawrence Slaght, pastor of the i 
new church, gave the dedicatory ad-'; 
dress. Rev. George Sweet, assistant 
pastor of the Baptist Temple, read 
Scripture and then placed the Bible in । 
the cornerstone.

Dr. Charles Hewitt read the dedica- 1 
! tory prayer. Howard Snyder was in 
' charge of the choral group. The cor- ; 
i nerstpne was donated by Mrs. Sadie; 
i Maurer, a member of the church.
' - - • J

P. T. C. Asks Bus Permit Between
Bustleton - Somerton - Feasterville

PTC has asked the Public Utility 
Commission for permission to estab
lish a new bus line along Bustleton 
pike between Bustleton, Somerton and 
Feasterville.

The proposed line will operate from 
Roosevelt boulevard and Grant avenue 
via Grant avenue and Bustleton pike 
to Buck road and Bustleton pike in 
Feasterville. The latter is a* Bucks 
County community north of City Line, 
about two miles above Somerton.

Fare on new route will be ten cents. 
Passengers originating south of City 
Line will be given free transfer to Bus 
B in Somerton and Route 59 in Bus
tleton, with additional interchange 
privileges to the Frankford Elevated 
and car and bus lines in Frankford. 
Passengers originating north of City 
Line will pay five cents additional to 
change to Bus B or Route 59.
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At Northeast Horse Show SIS® ME STMS I ^xkxxv,^^^

The Northeast Horse Show for Park Guards was held at Welsh and 
Willetts roads yesterday, but competition was not restricted to the men of 

' Fairmount Park. Above, Leonard Mills takes “Happy Landings” over 
a hurdle in the tozich-and-out sweepstakes, and the railbirds got an appro- 

' priate thrill. Below, Irene Randall puts “Dapple Gray" over a jump.

II WK HORSE SHOW
Randall Girls Win J ।
In Northeast Event
For Guards’ Benefit ■

Illustrated on Page 16
Gaining places in four events. Miss । 

Irene Randall, of Blue Bell, captured | 
the biggest share of the honors yes- ’ 
terday at the Northeast Horse Show ; 
staged for the benefit of the Park ■ 
Guard Pension Fund in Pennypack 
Park, Welsh road near Roosevelt j 
boulevard.

Riding Dapple Gray throughout i 
the afternoon, the youthful eques- 
trianne won the three-gaited pony ! 
event, finished second in the touch- 
and-out sweepstakes, and copped 
thirds in the second hunters’ class 
and the children’s horsemanship 
event.
SISTER IS VICTOR

Her sister, Beatrice, mounted on i 
Tip Top, won the horsemanship event! 
and was second in the pony event, i 
Miss Peggy Mills, of Newtown i 
Square, riding Master Lad, captured ■ 
the sweepstakes.

Featuring the program was a bril- i 
liant exhibition in drilling by the ' 
Park Guard mounted drill team. A 
trophy was presented to Captain Wil
liam Long, of the Park Guards, by I 
Dr. Alfred E. Krick, president of thfr i1 
Northeast Horse Show Association^ I
for the excellence of
riders in this.special event.

The summaries:
® Children’s horsemanship—Won by Tip 
& Top, Miss Beatrice Randall; second, Lucy 

Mac, Miss Gloria Tresch; third, Dapple
& Gray, Miss Irene Randall.
® Hunters’ class No. 2—Won by Kirklonev, 

Miss Shirlev Foerderer; second, Happy Land- 
S ing. Miss Betty Mills; third, Dapple Gray, 
is Miss Irene Randall.
?? Five-gaited saddle horses—Won by Colonel 
& II, Dr. Albert Entwistle; second. Lady Jane 
H Gray, William Smith; third, Highland Lady, 
® i William Coale.
& ! Three-gaited pony—Won by Dapple Grav, 

I Miss Irene Randall; second. Tip Top. Miss 
Beatrice Randall; third, Pal, Miss Lenore 
Smith.

Three-gaited saddle horse—Won by 
Meadow Fairy, Mrs. Ralph Woerner; sec
ond. Night Magic. Miss Helen Culin; third, 
Bethavres Bachelor, William Blumhart.

Touch-and-out sweepstakes—Won by 
Master Lad, Miss Peggy Mills; second, Dap'- 
ple Gray, Miss Irene Randall; third, Happy 
Landing. Miss Betty Mills. PPy

Men’s horsemanship—Won by Lucky Mac 
Frank Titman; second, Bethayres Bachelor’ 
William Blumhart; third, Cariaeo, William Coale.

the poiic< SISTERS WIN SHOW HONORS
Irene and Beatrice Randall take 

Prizes in Northeast Event
Two sisters shared honors at the 

Northeast Horse Show held in Pen
nypack Park for the benefit of the 
Park Guard Pension Fund.

Miss Irene Randall, of Blue Bell, I riding Dapple Gray, won the three- 
gaited pony event, came in second 
in the touch-and-out sweepstakes, 
and won third prize in the second 
hunters’ class and the children’s' 
horsemanship event.

Miss Beatrice Randall, riding Tip 
Top, won second prize in the pony 
event. The sweepstakes event was 
won by Miss Peggy Mills, of New-| 
town Square, mounted on Master Lad.
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Officer George H. Woehr Retires

After 38 Years’ Police Duty
A7

Muhlenberg’s Journal to be Published at Last
Bicentennial Exercises 
Will Honor America’s 
Birst Lutheran Pastor

MORE than a century and a 
half ago, as Henry Mel
chior Muhlenberg sat at his 

study window penning observa
tions on young America in his 
Journal, his work was interrupted 
by the sound of marching men in 
the cobbled streets. ■

Those soldiers passing were the 
plodding Continentals off to do 
battle against England’s Red 
Coats.

Ironically enough, again march
ing soldiers, this time in Muhlen
berg’s native Germany, effect an
other chapter in the life of the 
Journal, which is to be published 
for the first time next year to help 
commemorate the 200th anniver
sary of the young minister’s ar
rival in this country, an important 
event in Lutheran church history.

For the Rev. Dr. Theodore G. 
Tappert, who went to Halle, Ger
many, in September, 1939, to in
spect missing manuscripts to com
plete the Muhlenberg diary, was 
obliged to return home before his 
task was completed, due to the war.

Dr. Tappert, professor of church 
history at the Lutheran Seminary 
in Mt. Airy, where the greater part 
of the journal had been kept, mic
rofilmed some of the documents 
abroad before he left. Later the 
Library of Congress co-operated 
in filming the rest. But there is no 
way to get them here now from 
the Reich.

Nevertheless,,.the incomplete di
ary will be published, the material 
on hand being sufficient to fill two 
fat volumes. The Rev. John W. 
Doberstein,. Norristown, has been 
active in translating some of 
Muhlenberg’s original notes into 
English.

Publication of the book is only 
part of the Muhlenberg celebration 
planned. Senators Joseph Guffey 
and James J. Davis have intro
duced a bill in Congress asking 
the Federal Government to par
ticipate in the observance and the 
United Lutheran Church’s Board 
of Publication has called' upon 
Congress to support the measure.

The Journal of Muhlenberg, who 
was the first Lutheran minister

Statue of Muhlenberg on the 
grounds of the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at 
Mt. Airy

The 3027-ton Italian merchant 
steamship Santa Rosa, found sabo
taged when it was taken over recently 
by the U. S. Government, has been 
towed from its berth in the Delaware 
River at Bleigh street wharf, Tacony, 
to Cramps’ Shipyard, where repairs 
will be made. It is the first important 
repair job since the shipyard opened 
recently. Another damaged Italian 
vessel, the Belvedere, still berthed at 

. Bleigh street, is being used as a receiv- 
. ing station and training ship by the 

Coast Guard.
Si - -X •.-.taw. TSvil. ^sshs

After persevering for five years, 
Miss Helen Sigel, formerly of Acad-• 
emy road, Holmesburg, captured her . 
first Philadelphia Women’s Golf cham- ■ 
pionship. The 22-year-old Country 
Club girl’s opponent was Mrs. Glenna 
Collett Vare. It was the thirty-fourth 
annual event and was staged on Phil-,.' 
mont’s tree-lined north course.

The Rev. John W. Doberstein, pastor of the Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Norristown, working on the translation 

of Muhlenberg’s diary
in America, is of real historical 
worth, the minister’s shfewd ob
servations throwing light on social 
and religious life of his day. The 
wonder is that 
the manuscripts, 
written in Ger
man, have re
mained in com
parative seclu
sion so long.

The coming of 
the 30-year-old 
Muhlenberg to 
America is itself 
an interesting 
story. There 
were three con
gregations in this 
State at the time 
the young minis
ter was complet
ing his .'theolog
ical training at 
Halle. They were 
located in this 
city, New Provi
dence (Trappe) 
and New Han
over. And none 
of them had a 
pastor.
Zinzendorf Quit

When the Lu
therans in Ger
many learned that Count Zinzen
dorf, a diligent Moravian mission
ary, had began to minister to these 
Lutherans, they hastily sent Muh
lenberg to the New World. He ar
rived in this city in 1742.- Zinzen
dorf gracefully retired from the 
scene when Muhlenberg presented 
his credentials.

The young German began his 
career by taking c/er the three 
congregations and picking his own 
permanent church at Trappe, 
where the building still stands, the 
oldest German Lutheran Church 
building in continuous use in 
America.

The original New Hanover 
church in which he preached still 

MUHLENBERG 
Patriarch of the Lutheran 
Church in America where he. 

arrived in 1742

remains, also. But of the first 
Lutheran congregation in Phila
delphia, only the name carries on.

This group was meeting in a 
slaughter house 
when Muhlen
berg arrived. In 
1748, under his 
auspices, it built 
a church on 5th 
st. south of Cher
ry and called it 
St. Michael’s. 
The congrega
tion grew so rap
idly, due to im
migration, that 
it overflowed.

So in 1769 a 
second church 
was erected by 
the same con
gregation, at 4th 
and Cherry sts. 
The two were 
then used as one 
and were given 
the combined 
name of St. Mi
chael’s - Zion, 
which is retained 
today by the Lu
theran church at' 
230 N. Franklin 
st., overlooking 
the Delaware

River Bridge approach.
Muhlenberg in his Journal gives 

many historical facts, interlarding 
them with his own comments and 
views. The chief object of the 
book, according to the Rev. 
William H. Cooper, pastor of the 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Ridge and Roxborough 
avs., was to serve as a report of 
Muhlenberg’s progress to the Luth
erans at Halle.

Mr. Cooper, chairman of the bi
centennial program committee, is 
a descendant of Muhlenberg.

Among the other commemora
tion events will be a meeting in 
the Academy of Music and a his
torical pageant at Muhlenberg Col
lege, Allentown.

Former police captain George H. 
Woehr, one of Philadelphia’s best 
known police officers, retired on pen
sion on May first, after completing 
thirty-eight years’ active service in 
the city. Officer Woehr resides at 7921 
Walker street, Holmesburg. He was 
appointed to the mounted force in the 
Tacony District, then covering a large 
part of the Thirty-fifth and Forty-first 
Wards on January 28, 1903. In 1904 
he became one of the first mounted po
licemen in the Market street central 
business district. He was promoted to 
Sergeant in 1910, Lieutenant in 1922, 
and Captain in 1924. In the various 
upheavals which marked the police 
department over a period of years, he 
was returned to patrolman status, and 
for ten years has been connected with 
Frankford Station, much of the time 
on traffic duty at important Frank
ford avenue intersections. Officer 
Woehr, who has many friends 
throughout the northeast section, has 
accepted a position with the Frank
ford Trust Company, at Frankford 
avenue and Unity street, where he 
was last stationed on police duty.

THE EVENING BULLETIN-

\l A Y 2 4, 19 4 1

i Golfer Helen Sigel Once Feared
She’d Never Win Phila. Title

By HARRY ROBERT

WHEN Helen *6igel was 11 
years old, just half of her 
age today, she was wandering 

through a department store with 
her mother, Mrs. George W. Sigel 
and suddenly asked for $10.

“I thought that was a lot of money 
for her, but she said she wanted to 
buy something,” said Mrs. Sigel. 
“Well, I gave it to her. And she 
bought a little set of golf clubs.”

“And I broke every one of them 
with the first shots I hit,” Helen 
added.

That was her first try at golf, and 
it was short-lived. Not until she 
was 16 and got out of Eden Hall

Helen Sigel, newly crowned women’s city golf champion, dis
plays some of the tangible evidence of her many victories 

at her home in Chatham Village
Academy in Torresdale did she take 
up the game again. This time she 
took it up in a big way.

Now Helen is the Philadelphia 
women’s champion, and a worthy 
champion it needed to come through 
the field that competed on Phil
mont’s north course this week. It 
included Mrs. E. H. Vare, Jr., Mrs. 
Harrison Flippin, Mrs. Norman 
Lack, Mrs. W. G. Hamilton, Jr., 
Mrs. E. L. Howe, Mrs. Frank A. 
O’Neill, Jr., Priscilla Janney, Mrs. 
Sam Byrd, Mrs. H. B. Stetson, little 
Patsy Orling and many more.

So when Helen won from Mrs. 
Vare, 6 and 4, in the final yesterday, 
it was a triumph that wiped out all 
the disappointment that the tourna
ment had brought her in the past. 
It had begun to look as if she never 
could win.

She was beaten by Mrs. Vare in 
the final in 1937, when she made her

first real bid, and by Mrs. Vare 
again in the 1938 semi-finals. She 
didn’t mind either of those much, 
she rather thought Mrs. Vare ought 
to beat her.

But at Old York Road in 1939, it 
looked like her turn, only for Mrs. 
Flippin to stage a sensational rally 
and beat her on the 20th. Then at 
Overbrook last year, Mrs. O’Neill 
surprised everybody by upsetting 
her still again. 3 and 2.

Along came Mrs. Vare with a dazz
ling round against Mrs. Byrd in the 
semi-finals Thursday, and it looked 
as if the’ old story was to be written 
for MisS Sigel. But Mrs. Vare had■

an off day, Miss Sigel had a decided
ly good one, and she arrived at last.

Strong, determined, Miss Sigel has 
won a lot of tournaments, but none 
that meant as much to her as this. 
She won the classy Augusta invita
tion a year ago, beating Dorothy 
Kirby in the final. She holds the 
Pennsylvania State title. But of the ; 
Philadelphia championship, she once ■ 
remarked in the throes of a final 
defeat:

“It looks as if this isn’t meant for 
me.”

Helen lives in Chatham Village, 
a development off City Line near 
West Chester Pike, with her mother 
and brother, Bobby, who went to 
Penn State. Bobby was out to see. 
her win yesterday. Another brother, 
George, played polo at P. M. C. and 
Princeton several years ago.

Helen s father died three years 
ago.
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Muhlenberg’s
Bicentennial Exercises 
Will Honor America’s 
First Lutheran Pastor

MORE than a century and a 
half ago, as Henry Mel
chior Muhlenberg sat at his 

study window penning observa
tions on young America in his 
Journal, his work was interrupted 
by the sound of marching men in 
the cobbled streets. •

Those soldiers passing were the 
plodding Continentals off to do 
battle against England's Red 
Coats.

Ironically enough, again march
ing soldiers, this time in Muhlen
berg’s native Germany, effect an
other chapter in the life of the 
Journal, which is to be published 
for the first time next year to help 
commemorate the 200th anniver
sary of the young minister’s ar
rival in this country, an important 
event in Lutheran church history.

For the Rev. Dr. Theodore G. 
Tappert, who went to Halle, Ger
many, in September, 1939, to in
spect missing manuscripts to com
plete the Muhlenberg diary, was 
obliged to return home before his 
task was completed, due to the war.

Dr. Tappert, professor of church 
history at the Lutheran Seminary 
in Mt. Airy, where the greater part 
of the journal had been kept, mic
rofilmed some of the documents 
abroad before he left. Later, the 
Library of Congress co-operated 
in filming the rest. But there is no 
way to get them here now from 
the Reich.

Nevertheless^ the incomplete di
ary will be published, the material 
on hand being sufficient to fill two 
fat volumes. The Rev. John W. 
Doberstein,. Norristown, has been 
active in translating some of 
Muhlenberg’s original notes into 
English.

Publication of the book is only 
part of the Muhlenberg celebration 
planned. Senators Joseph Guffey 
and James J. Davis have intro- 

• duced a bill in Congress asking 
the Federal Government to par
ticipate in the observance and the 
United Lutheran Church’s Board 
of Publication has called * upon 
Congress to support the measure.

The Journal of Muhlenberg, who 
was the first Lutheran minister

Statue of Muhlenberg on the 
grounds of the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at 
Mt. Airy

The 3027-ton Italian merchant 
steamship Santa Rosa, found sabo
taged when it was taken over recently 
by the U. S. Government, has been 
towed from its berth in the Delaware 
River at Bleigh street wharf, Tacony, 
to Cramps’ Shipyard, where repairs 
will be made. It is the first important 
repair job since the shipyard opened 
recently. Another damaged Italian 
vessel, the Belvedere, still berthed at 
Bleigh street, is being used as a receiv- 
ing station and training ship by the 
Coast Guard.

After persevering for five years, 
Miss Helen Sigel, formerly of Acad
emy road, Holmesburg, captured her 
first Philadelphia Women’s Golf cham
pionship. The 22-year-old Country 
Club girl’s opponent was Mrs. Glenna 
Collett Vare. It was the thirty-fourth 
annual event and was staged on Phil-., 
m ont’s tree-lined north course.

Journal to be Published at Last

Officer George H. Woehr Retires ' 
After 38 Years’ Police Duty

Former police captain George H. 
Woehr, one of Philadelphia’s best 
known police officers, retired on pen
sion on May first, after completing 
thirty-eight years’ active service in 
the city. Officer Woehr resides at 7921 
Walker street, Holmesburg. He was( 
appointed to the mounted force in the 
Tacony District, then covering a large 
part of the Thirty-fifth and Forty-first 
Wards on January 28, 1903. In 1904 
he became one of the first mounted po
licemen in the Market street central 
business district. He was promoted to 
Sergeant in 1910, Lieutenant in 1922, 
and Captain in 1924. In the various 
upheavals which marked the police 
department over a period of years, he 
was returned to patrolman status, and 
for ten years has been connected with 
Frankford Station, much of the time 
on traffic duty at important Frank
ford avenue intersections. Officer 
Woehr, who has many friends 
throughout the northeast section, has 
accepted a position with the Frank
ford Trust Company, at Frankford 
avenue and Unity street, where he 
was last stationed on police duty.

The Rev. John W. Doberstein, pastor of the Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Norristown, working on the translation 

of Muhlenberg’s diary
in America, is of real historical 
worth, the minister's shrewd ob
servations throwing light on social 
and religious life of his day. The 
wonder is that 
the manuscripts, 
written in Ger
man, have re
mained in com
parative seclu
sion so long.

The coming of 
the 30-year-old 
Muhlenberg to 
America is itself 
an interesting 
story. There 
were three con
gregations in this 
State at the time 
the young minis
ter was complet
ing his theolog
ical training at 
Halle. They were 
located in this 
city, New Provi
dence (Trappe) 
and New Han
over. And none 
of them had a 
pastor.
Zinzendorf Quit

When the Lu
therans in Ger
many learned that Count Zinzen
dorf, a diligent Moravian mission
ary, had began to minister to these 
Lutherans, they hastily sent Muh
lenberg to the New World. He ar
rived in this city in 1742.- Zinzen
dorf gracefully retired from the 
scene when Muhlenberg presented 
his credentials.

The young German began his 
career by taking G/er the three 
congregations and picking his own 
permanent church at Trappe, 
where the building still stands, the 
oldest German Lutheran Church 
building in continuous use in 
America.

The original New Hanover 
church in which he preached still 

MUHLENBERG 
Patriarch of the Lutheran 
Church in America where he. 

arrived in 1742

remains, also. But of the first 
Lutheran congregation in Phila
delphia, only the name carries on.

This group was meeting in a 
slaughter house 
when Muhlen
berg arrived. In 
1748, under his 
auspices, it built 
a church on 5th 
st. south of Cher
ry and called it 
St. Michael’s. 
The congrega
tion grew so rap
idly, due to im
migration, that 
it overflowed.

So in 1769 a 
second church 
was erected by 
the same con
gregation, at 4th 
and Cherry sts. 
The two were 
then used as one 
and were given 
the combined 
name of St. Mi
chael’s - Zion, 
which is retained 
today by the Lu
theran church at’ 
230 N. Franklin 
st., overlooking 
the Delaware

River Bridge approach.
Muhlenberg in his Journal gives 

many historical facts, interlarding 
them with his own comments and 
views. The chief object of the 
book, according to the Rev. 
William H. Cooper, pastor of the 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Ridge and Roxborough 
avs., was to serve as a report of 
Muhlenberg’s progress to the Luth
erans at Halle.

Mr. Cooper, chairman of the bi-. 
centennial program committee, is 
a descendant of Muhlenberg.

Among the other commemora
tion events will be a meeting in 
the Academy of Music and a his
torical pageant at Muhlenberg Col
lege, Allentown.

THE EVENING B U L L E T I N- 

,~M AY 2 4, 1 9 4 1

Golfer Helen Sigel Once Feared 
She’d Never Win Phila. Title

By HARRY ROBERT

WHEN Helen *6igel was 11 
years old, just half of her 
age today, she was wandering 

through a department store with 
her mother, Mrs. George W. Sigel 
and suddenly asked for $10.

“I thought that was a lot of money 
for her, but she said she wanted to 
buy something,” said Mrs. Sigel. 
“Well, I gave it to her. And she 
bought a little set of golf clubs.”

"And I broke every one of them 
with the first shots I hit,” Helen 
added.

That was her first try at golf, and 
it was short-lived. Not until she 
was 16 and got out of Eden Hall

Helen Sigel, newly crowned women’s city golf champion, dis
plays some of the tangible evidence of her many victories 

at her home in Chatham Village

Ms
*

Academy in Torresdale did she take 
up the game again. This time she 
took it up in a big way.

Now Helen is the Philadelphia 
women's champion, and a worthy 
champion it needed to come through 
the field that competed on Phil
mont’s north course this week. It 
included Mrs. E. H. Vare, Jr., Mrs. 
Harrison Flippin, Mrs. Norman 
Lack, Mrs. W. G. Hamilton, Jr., 
Mrs. E. L. Howe, Mrs. Frank A. 
O’Neill, Jr., Priscilla Janney, Mrs. 
Sam Byrd, Mrs. H. B. Stetson, little 
Patsy Orling and many more.

So when Helen won from Mrs. 
Vare, 6 and 4, in the final yesterday, 
it was a triumph that wiped out all 
the disappointment that the tourna
ment had brought her in the past. 
It had begun to look as if she never 
could win.

She was beaten by Mrs. Vare in 
the final in 1937, when she made her

first real bid, and by Mrs. Vare 
again in the 1938 semi-finals. She 
didn’t mind either of those much, 
she rather thought Mrs. Vare ought 
to beat her.

But at Old York Road in 1939, it
looked like her turn, only for Mrs.
Flippin to stage a sensational rally 
and beat her on the 20th. Then at 
Overbrook last year, Mrs. O’Neill
surprised everybody by upsetting 
her still again. 3 and 2.

Along came Mrs. Vare with a dazz
ling round against Mrs. Byrd in the 
semi-finals Thursday, and it looked 
as if the old story was to be written 
for Miss Sigel. But Mrs. Vare had

an off day, Miss Sigel had a decided
ly good one, and she arrived at last.

Strong, determined, Miss Sigel has 
won a lot of tournaments, but none 
that meant as much to her as this. 
She won the classy Augusta invita
tion a year ago, beating Dorothy 
Kirby in the final. She holds the 
Pennsylvania State title. But of the 
Philadelphia championship, she once; 
remarked in the throes of a final 
defeat:

“It looks as if this isn’t meant for 
me.”

Helen lives in Chatham Village, 
a development off City Line near 
West Chester Pike, with her mother 
and brother, Bobby, who went tor 
Penn State. Bobby was out to see t 
her win yesterday. Another brother, ’ 
George, played polo at P. M. C. and 
Princeton several years ago.

Helen s father died three years 
ago.



New Armor Plate Plant
Goes Into Production
To Spur Defense Drive

The Mail Goes Through—a Guard Rail

Driverless mail truck supplies its own dotted line as it rolls 
away from loading platform at Torresdale postoffice, crashes 

through rail and falls into Poquessing Creek

NEEDS OF NORTHEAST CITED
Editorial Suggests Study of its 

Requirements by.City
An edtorial appearing in the May 

Issue of the Nor’easter, publication 
of the Northeast Philadelphia Cham
ber of Commerce, suggests con
sideration by the city of the needs 
of that section on the basis of in
creases in population and real tax
able property.

The editorial notes that of nine 
city wards recording population 
gains totaling 55,171 since 1930, four 
wards from the northeast accounted 
for all but 7,914 of that increase.

YOUTH FROM THIS CITY 
HONORED AT PEDDIE
He is one of Top-Ranking 

Graduates at School

commencement of the Peddie School |
BELIEVE I>jR NOThere today.

a

TUP CAI I C Ae-rr

Illustrated on Page 14 .
Facing 3400 cheering workmen and flanked by some of America s 

newest implements of mechanized warfare, C. Jared Ingersoll, dis
trict chief of the Philadelphia Ordnance District, called upon in
dustry yesterday to forget holidays in its drive to overtake Nazi 
Germany’s production of war materials.

Ingersoll, who asserted a few days ago that the United States

Harmony Club Celebrates
Wooden Anniversary^

I On Thursday, May 1, the members! 
’ of the Harmony Club and their famil-[ 
| ies celebrated the fifth anniversary of. 
। the club with a dinner and entertain-; 
I ment at 4324 Frankford avenue. A j 
I march played by Miss Florence J. 
[Haines, accompanist for the club,: 
brought the group to the dining room: 
where the tables, arranged in the form 
of a triangle, were beautifully decor-1 
ated-with Uliacs and American Beauty j 

.tulips.
Those in attendance, in addition to, 

Miss Haines, were Dr. and Mrs. Char- i 
les S. Blaker, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin C. i 
Coulson, Mr. and Mrs. Walter T. Mee-1 
ham, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. Birk-; 
head, Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Castor, I 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Gros, Mr. and ■ 
Mrs. William W. Meeham, Mr. and ■ 
Mrs. Conard W. Kinsey, Mr. and Mrs.1 
Elmer T. Ryalls, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
G. Wolfenden, Mr. and Mrs. George j 
Jenks, Mr. David Conley, Miss Ger-j 
trude Conley, Mrs. E. Glenn Haines, । 
Mrs. Louis Shultz, Miss Helen Shultz, ; 

I Miss Lena Bettin, Miss Ella Bettin and , 
Mr. George Bunting.

। As each lady located her place at j 
the banquet table, designated by a lit-! 
tie wooden place card, she found a cor- j 
sage of lilies-of-the-valley and violets, 
while each gentleman found a bou-1 
tonniere of lilies-of-the-valley and yel-1 
low daisies.

The committee in charge, in addi-; 
| tion to arranging a very appetizing j 
l banquet, also planned a series of in-! 
) teresting games with gifts in wood for I 

Hightstown, N. J., June 23.— j 
George Washington Henry, 3d, of I 
4304 Decatur st., Philadelphia, was i
one of three top-ranking students in I

each participant and the final hour! 
was devoted to the singing of several I ie of three top-ranking students in j Was devoted to the singing of several I 

class of 140 graduated at the 76th numbers by the members of the club.' 
jmmencement of the Peddie School *------------------ — .. J

should enter the war immedi
ately, repeated that opinion yes
terday “in order that we could 
get the full benefit of our plants.”

He spoke at brief ceremonies mark
ing dedication of a new $1,250,000 
armor plate plant on the grounds of 
the Henry Disston & Sons, Inc., fac
tory at Milnor and Unruh sts., Ta- 
cony.
BOILERS LIGHTED

S. Horace Disston, president of the 
company, lighted the fires under the 
boilers which officially marked en
trance of the plant into production 
—production which will triple the 
company’s output of armor plate for 
ordnance gun shields for 37-mm. to 

1155-mm. howitzers, scout and combat 
cars, light and medium tanks, small 
naval craft and aircraft.

As Ingersoll spoke there were rang
ed about the speaker's stand in the 
huge, one-story concrete and steel 
plant one of the new 31-ton medium 
tanks, which made the trip under its 
own power, via central Philadelphia, 
from the Baldwin Locomotive Works 

I at Eddystone; a new M-2 <-half-track” 
i caterpillar tread scout car, produced 
by the Autocar Co., Ardmore, and a 
37-mm. gun manufactured by the 
York Safe & Lock Co.
OTHER SPEAKERS

Other speakers included Lieutenant 
Colonel D. N. Hauseman, executive 
officer of the Philadelphia Ordnance 
District; Brigadier General C. T.. 
Harris, Jr., assistant chief of the U. S. j 
Army Ordnance Department and i 
Richard T» Wall, vice president in ' 
charge of production of the Disston i 
Company.

theProduction of armor plate at* 
plant will begin immediately, uul i 
neither company spokesmen nor | 
Army officers would indicate the i 
production capacity which will be 
achieved.

but I

the

NEW RED CROSS UNIFORM shown by Mrs. William O, 
Rowland, Jr., of Torresdale, chairman of Volunteer Services^ 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter American Red Cross' 
and member of National Committee of Volunteer Services

is ?f Sray gabardine with silver buttons and Red Cross insignia, matching 
officer s cap, and collarless white blouse. The nine special volunteer services are indicated by 
color of the epaulets. Mrs. Rowland wears red for Administration, others are dark blue for 
Production, medium blue for Braille, light blue for Canteen Service, yellow for Staff Assist- 
for f°rfGray PUrple f0r Home'servL and^
lor Volunteer Nurse s Aide The uniform was designed by Elizabeth Hawes, and there’s a 

matching long overcoat with removable red flannel lining

HAS BEEN ON THE JOB 71 YEARS

FOR HENRY DISSTON x SONSjnc.

Philadelphia, Pa.



WATER SPORTS ON THE DELAWARE
AMBROSE J. WINDER, Realtor

Former Secretary, Delaware River Yacht Club

NJOYABLE Vacations are spent yacht-

I

■ r mg other kinds of
water sports on the Delaware River.

While yacht racing on the Delaware River 
probably had its inception long before the 
landing of the Swedes and the arrival of 
William Penn, it was not until the early 19th 
Century that the sport of the Stuarts and the 
craft built for English King Charles, 11, by 
the Dutch, in the 17th Century, came into 
real activity.

Immediately before and after the Civil
War, yachting
in the sporting

played quite a significant part
activities of the people who

populated Philadelphia, Camden, and other 
towns along the Delaware.

Some of the most spirited contests oc
curred around Smith Island, which was

WINDERAMBROSE J.

Il was after the first World War that the 
Delaware River Yachtsmen’s League, a form
ation of a dozen clubs on the River, was 
organized. Cruiser and speedboat races were 
held between the various clubs. There was 
also a revival of sail boat competition, with 
the Riverton Yacht Club sponsoring contests 
for Stars, Crickets, Duster, and various other 
design crafts of the small type. The Corin
thian Yacht Club also fostered the Stars, 
but the other clubs continued their speed 
boat and cruiser interest. There is also the 
United States Power Squadron, which has 
classes for navigation, and the Delaware 
River Yacht Racing Association to promote

Across the River, we have the National 
Champions in Comet Class (17’ sailing boat)

Jr • < 

■

situated in the Delaware River, between Philadelphia and 
Camden, off the foot of Market Street.

There were quite a number of informally organized yacht 
clubs some seventy years ago, but the first recognized or
ganization was the Riverton Club; then, as now, located 
at Riverton, N. J. It was from that Club, that the Corinthian 
Yacht Club of Philadelphia, which has been located at 
Essington, came into being nearly seventy years ago.

For quite a number of years, the two above mentioned 
organizations were the leaders in yachting, with other or
ganizations joining the ranks shortly after the turn of the 
20th Century. The majority of them were on the outskirts 
of Philadelphia on both sides of the Delaware.

Some of the Yacht Clubs
Among them was the Anchor Yacht Club, the Wissinoming 

Yacht Club, the Delaware River Yacht Club, the Bridesburg 
Yacht Club, the Camden Yacht Club, the Farragut Sports
men’s Association, the Philadelphia, Tri State, Riverside, 
and Essington Clubs.

With the advent of power boat yachting, sail boat racing 
generally went into the discard. Sailing is gradually com
ing back into its own. Some thirty years ago, Philadelphia 
came into the limelight when a race was held from here 
to Bermuda, with “The Dream”, a thirty-six foot power 
boat of this City, winning on dead reckoning. Also, some 
years before the World War, several long distance cruiser 
races were held, particularly those from this city to Balti
more, down to Overfalls Lightship, and return and shorter 
brushes to Ship John.

for the past three years—1938, was Ed. Merrill, of Riverton 
Yacht Club (oldest sailing club in America) ; 1939, Bobby 
Levine, of Beverly Yacht Club; and 1940, Phil. Somerville, 
of the Red Dragon Canoe Club.

Louis Burk, a National Champion in inboard racing for 
1940, is a well known figure in Philadelphia racing circles.

A few of the other prominent people responsible for en-
yachting and boatin. the Delaware during

Delaware River Parks 
‘Sank’ With Boats

Patrons Depended Upon 
Boats for Riverside Outings—

AMUSEMENT PARKS on the 
Delaware were dependent on ex
cursion steamers from Philadelphia 
for patronage arid their history is 
that of the boats. Downstream 
from Philadelphia were Lincoln 
Park, at Billingsport, N. J, 
and Washington Park, at Glouces
ter, N. J., popular in 1890’s and 
early 1900’s, reached by ferries and 
boats such as the Georgiana; Silver 
Grove, Pennsville, N. J., served 
after 1878 by SS. Thomas Clyde and 
later by SS. Delaware; Augustine 
Pier, N. J; 50 miles below Phila
delphia, served by the Thomas 
Clyde and Major Reybold; Collins' 
?oe^h’ ,60 miles’ suPPlanted in the; 
1880 s by Augustine Pier; Wood-i 
land Beach, 65 miles, formerly1 
known as Bombay Hook, same' 
ships; Sea Breeze, N. J., 70 miles 
established in 1877. and served by 
S. S. John A. Warner, which in 1876 
ran to Fortescue Beach, se”eral 
miles below; Cape May Point, serv
ed until 1903 by the Republic and 
later by the Edgemont or State of 
Maine. Upstream to Trenton, stop
ping at picnic places such as Chest
nut Grove at Andalusia and Flor
ence Heights, near Bristol, ran the 
Edwin Forrest, about 1880; Colum
bia and Twilight, until 1894; Qua
ker City, later the Major D’Enfant, 
and City of Trenton, wrecked in 
1901. The Queen Anne and Tren
ton ran to Burlington Island Park 
(W. W.)

recent years, are the late Captain John Wanamaker, Jr., who 
built the “Louisa”; and the late John Shibe, owner of 
“Miss Philadelphia”—both gold cup boats. These two men 
had completed arrangements to bring the Gold Cup Races 
to Philadelphia in 1931. but due to the death of Captain 
Wanamaker. Philadelphia's prospects of getting the races 
were cancelled. Both Captain Wanamaker and John Shibe 
sponsored numerous races in the Philadelphia area, and there 
are still a number of cups and trophies of these races on 
display in the Delaware River Yacht Club, at Torresdale, 
of which they were members.

Prominent Yachting Enthusiasts
Others, still encouraging yachting in our district, are Col. 

Louis J. Kolb, owner of the 110’ “Carnau”; Judge L. Stauf
fer Oliver, national officer in the Lightening Class Associa
tion of America; C. T. Ludington, Realtor; A. G. B. Steel, 
Vice-President of the Tradesmens National Bank & Trust 
Co.; Bill Grimditch, Vice-President of Philco; Clifford E. 
Cartledge, of the Ninth Bank & Trust Co.; Al. Hopkins. Jr., 
owner of the new thirty-seven foot schooner, “Hispaniola”, 

who has won many sailing races along the Delaware and at 
Ocean City; W. Lyle Holmes, Jr., owner of the new auxiliary 
ketch “Marjoly” and former Commodore of the Delaware 
River Yacht Club; Franklin H. Bates, Attorney; Walter 
Hutzel, Realtor; and J. K. (Doc) Shell, Jr.

Boating activities have increased considerably during the 
last few seasons, and memberships in the Yacht Clubs along 
the River have more than doubled.

It is surprising to note that there are now 16,700 motor 
boats registered in the Philadelphia area, which, of course, 
also includes Trenton and South Jersey. There are also 
1,600 Documented boats registered in the Philadelphia and 
Wilmington area.

Philadelphia has over 25 miles of shore line along the 
Delaware, with a twenty-seven foot channel up to Trenton. 
The high banks, particularly along the upper part, make
it especially suitable for 
regattas.

An Afternoon Sailing Party

Sailing on the 
Upper Delaware River

SU

the Public to witness the many

An active program is planned 
for the coming season; such as the 
Lightening and Comet Class races, 
in the Spring and Fall; Sailing 
Regatta at Torresdale, the 18th of 
September. What is expected to 
be the biggest event of the season 
is the Speed Boat Regatta, spon
sored by the Delaware River Yacht Club, to be held on 
Sunday, June 29.

Another event of interest is the over-night sailing race 
composed of auxiliary sailing yachts of the entire Delaware 
River, planned for the latter part of June. This is to be 
an over-night race to Ship John Light and return, and is 
sponsored by the Delaware River Yacht Racing Association.

The upper part of the Delaware has numerous sand 
shores and clear water for sailing.



The Charles P. McMenamy Post No. 
178, American Legion, held their ac
customed Memorial Church service 
last Sunday, May 25th, at Emmanuel 
Church, Holmesburg. Following the 
Usual church service and prior to call
ing of the roll, a distinguished service, 
certificate was presented to Mr. Frank 
M. Kilcoyne, a well-known resident of 
Holmesburg, who for many years was 
president of the Holmesburg Improve
ment Association, and for the past 
number of years president of the 
Holmesburg Building Association. Mr. 
Kilcoyne joins with Mr. William Boal 
and Mr. Fred P. Long in the group now 
holding this award and is equally en
titled to such recognition by reason 
of his services in behalf of the ex-ser- ( 
vice men during the twenty-one years i 
of the existence of the Charles P. Mc
Menamy Post. I

Fire Damages Buildings j
on Historic Morris Estate

Fire early Friday morning destroyed 
or damaged five of the remaining 
buildings on the historic Morris estate 
in Harrowgate, below Frankford, 
which dates from William Penn s time.

•i “Cedar Grove,” the mansion which 
once stood on the estate, was removed 

j 15 years ago, to Lansdowne drive, near 
■ Memorial Hall in Fairmount Park.
I Seven members of the family of 
Samuel Cubler, who now occupy the 

■ farmhouse on the estate, were driven 
• into the fields when fire badly dam- 

, I aged the house and destroyed four 
one-story frame buildings. The el&bt 

1 acre truck farm is near K street and 
' Erie avenue.

Holmesburg Prison 
Convict Killed in 

Jail-break Attempt
GUARD SLUGGED WITH BAR

i

An attempted jailbreak at Holmes
burg County Prison on Sunday morn
ing at 11:30 o’clock, resulted in trag
edy, the leading convict being shot to 
death by a guard after the latter had 
been slugged with an iron bar.

The dead convict was James Krei- 
ger, 22, Frankford avenue near Eyre 
street, serving five to 15 years for 
hold-up. He was shot through the body 
and died instantly.

The guard, John Routh, 44, of 3156 
Fanshawe street, is in serious condi
tion in Philadelphia General Hospital 
with a possible skull fracture.

Three other convicts, found crouch
ing in concealment on the roof of a 
one-story building within the prison 
yard were believed awaiting a signal! 
to participate in the break.

Kreiger and Arthur Frieze, 23, of I 
Paschall avenue near 68th street, both1 
good conduct prisoners assigned to I 
gardening, with Guard Routh, in ad-| 
vance, approached the inner of three 
gates, carrying geraniums to be plant
ed around the administration building. 
Another guard, George Earle, was sta
tioned behind the prisoners, and a 
third, Thomas Jowl, was standing at 
the outside gates, which are under re
pair and from which the locks had 
been removed temporarily.

Kreiger dropped the plants he was 
carrying, whipped out a 10-inch iron 
bar weighing about three pounds and 
struck Routh on the head. Falling, 
Routh drew his pistol and shot Kreiger 
in the right side. The bullet passed 
through the convict’s body and he died 
instantly.

The second guard, Earle, dashed to 
Frieze’s side and held his gun at his 
head. Frieze dropped a kitchen knife 
—sharpened to a razor point—a heavy 
bolt, almost a foot long, and a lead 
slug.

Warden Robert Beveridge rushed to 
the scene and dispatched other guards 
to the yard beyond the gate where they 
seized Joseph Clancey, 22, serving four 
years for hold-up; Cyril Lynch, 36, do
ing five to 10 for burglary, and George 
Wallace, 22, doing 10 to 20 for bur
glary. The motor of the prison car 
near which they were standing was 

i running.
I The Board of Prison Inspectors after
a long session on Monday, issued a 
terse statement which said: “The 

' ■ > Board of Inspectors commends the ef
ficiency and courage of Guards 
(George) Earle and Routh in prevent- 

■ ing the escape attempted at the 
Holmesburg Prison on June 8, 1941.”
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City Council Votes Down 
Mayfair Housing Project

$4,000,000 Housing Project
Proposed for Oxford

and Lower Dublin Tract
A plan for a large housing project 

in the Holmesburg section has been 
placed before City Council. The pro
ject, said to call for the erection of one' 
thousand home units at a cost of $4,- 
000,000. The project is contingent upon 
a proposal to purchase from the City 
of Philadelphia : the 118-acre tract 
of the old Oxford and Lower Dublin 
Poor Farm. G. Gresham Griggs, repre
senting the Federal Works Adminis
tration, outlined the plan at a meeting 
of Councilmen in Major Lamberton’s 
office on Tuesday. Objections were 
made that the Government would pay 
no taxes, but Mr. Griggs gave assur
ance that the full tax rate would be 
paid. The tract, now used by the May- 
fair Athletic Association for games, is 
bounded by Rowland avenue, Ryan 
avenue and Pennypack Park.

John J. Gindhart, president of the 
Mayfair Association, was quoted as 
saying the group had spent a large 
sum of money on the property and felt 
that the Mayfair Improvement Asso
ciation will oppose the project.

The plan of housing proposed would 
be similar to the Government plan at 
Audubon, N. J. It provides for mutual 
ownership by the residents of the pro
ject whose rental of $22 to $36 a month 
would include a portion for amortiza
tion, a portion for taxes and a portion 
for ownership in the project.

Councilman Thomas P. Stokley, of 
the Eighth District, in the northeast, 
has asked what guarantee the Govern
ment would give on the payment of 
taxes, and why $6000 houses should 
not be built to match neighborhood 
building prices, instead of suggested 
$3500 homes. He claimed that the av
erage home in the Mayfair section, 
costs $5900 and up.

Comrade Frank McWade, 90, of Cot
tage and Decatur streets, who served 
with the 150th Ohio Volunteers in the 
’Civil War, was one of two surviving 
G. A. R. veterans who attended the 
Memorial Day ceremonies of Post No. 
2, at Monument Cemetery, Broad and 
.Berks streets.

George Washington Henry, 3rd, of 
4304 Decatur street, Holmesburg, was 
one of three top-ranking students in a 
class of 140 graduated at the com
mencement of Peddie School, Highs- 
town, N. J., on Monday.

Rev. James J. Rice, pastor of St. j 
Matthew’s Catholic Church, at Cott- j 
man and Hawthorne streets, Mayfair,' 
on Saturday broke ground for the I 
erection of a new church building. The i 
new stone edifice will cost approxi-i 
mately $90,000 and will seat about! 
1100. It will be completed around; 
Christmas. Assisting Father Rice at; 
the ceremony were the Revs. Joseph F.! 
Collins and Henry S. McNulty. A choir) 
of 50 girls sang under direction of Miss ) 
Dolores Collins.

f Prisoners Held Without Bail ! 
; in Fatal Jail Break Attempt

Five prisoners from Holmesburg 
County Prison were held without bail 
before Judge Harry S. McDevitt, on 
Wednesday for their part in the at
tempted jail break of June 8, which 
cost the life of one convict.

Testimony at the hearing, in which 
Judge McDevitt sat as a committing 
magistrate, was constantly interrupt
ed by boos and cat-calls from the pris
oners. The prisoners held were Joseph 
Clancey, 25; Arthur Feize, 23; Cyril 
Lynch, 36; Anthony Grydski, 24, and 
George Wallace, 34.

With James Kreiger, 30, of Frank
ford avenue near Eyre street, the five 
were gardening on the prison grounds 
the day of the attempted break 
Kreiger was shot through the abdo
men by John R. Routh, 44, a part-time 
guard, and died a short time later.

Routh, who was struck over the 
head with a piece of pipe, appeared in 
heavy bandages at the hearing.

Group Moves Afier 1200 
Attend Protest Meeting

There will be no Federal housing project on the site of the 
Poor House grounds, on Rowland Street.

That is the answer by Philadelphia City Council to more 
than 5000 Mayfair residents who signed petitions protesting 
the erection of the housing unit and to more than 1Z00 who 
attended a giant mass meeting Monday morning at the May- 
fair Athletic Association field, Rowland street and Ryan ave-

Leaving behind their washday chores, the resolute Mayfair 
mothers, each representing a taxpaying family, and many fa
thers who stayed home from their jobs for the day to protect 
their investments in the community, streamed into the ball park
as early as 9 A. M.

City Council was represented at 
the meeting here by all but three 
of- its total membership. John J. 
Gindhart, of 3521 Aldine street, pre
sident of the A. A., and chairman 
of the meeting committee, intro
duced John J. Nesbitt, MIA presi
dent; Amos Scott, MIA secretary, 
and Miss Lillian Hoffman, another 
MIA officer.

Councilman Clarence Crossan in
troduced his fellow members of the 
Council, some of whom spoke aga
inst the proposal while others mere
ly bowed. Councilman Crossan in 
adding his voice to the protest told 
his listeners that “the Government 
houses would pay on^y the equiva
lent of 15 per cent of taxes paid by 
Mayfair householders” and he ad
ded, “the Government does not need 
the Rowland avenue site.”

Councilman Egan told the crowd 
“I’ll vote for no project where the 
owners will pay only 15 per cent of 
tax while you people pay 100 per 
cent. National defense housing is 
needed,” he said, “but it doesn’t 
mean that self-respecting commun
ities and self-respecting Americans 
must pay for a project to support 
other Americans.”

Jacob Boonin, chairman of the 
transportation committee of the 
Mayfair Improvement Association,, 
outlined the principal objections to. 
the proposal. “Thousands of row. 
houses, mostly new, in this section, 
pay more taxes per square foot than 
in any other section of the city.” 
Boonin told the crowd.

G. Gresham Griggs, Federal 
Housing representative declared at 
a luncheon at the Torresdale Coun-

I try Club, following a tour ,of May

^uuu ^KiNATUKES of Mayfair reside
petitions protesting the use of the Poor R m°re than 100 
erection of a Federal Housing oro . House site for the 
turned over to Councilma^^ At show? b?in9, i 
Gindhart, chairman of the committee t t n by Iohn
Monday morning at the Mayfair A A f ThUge rally held
by more than 1000. tleld- h was attended

LOWER DUBLIN former poor 
house was built in 1867. Oldest of 
former Philadelphia poor boards to 
survive until 1938, the Directors 
of the Poor and of the House of Em
ployment for the Poor in the Town
ships of Oxford and Lower Dublin 
were incorporated on April 11, 1807 
an Act of 1807 combining two dis
tricts. The directors bought 155 
acres along Pennypack creek, near 
Holmesburg. An old farm house on 
property was used as an almshouse 
until 1867, when a larger building 
was erected at Rowland and Cott i 

“ CaPaCity °f near'

fair that there seemed to be some 
misapprehension over the Govern
ment’s intentions with regard: to 
the project.

The City Councilmen and others 
in their party began a tour of May- 

EXTRA!
The Federal Government has 

announced the purchase of two 
privately-owned tracts, one of 
85 acres, the other of 35 acres, 
directly across Pennypack Park 
from the old Poor House prop
erty, on which will be erected 
1000 homes for defense work
ers. The site is bounded by the 
park, Holme avenue and Wil
letts toad and Frankford ave
nue, according to Federal 
Works Administrator John M. 
Carmody. Construction is ex
pected to begin in six weeks 
and be completed by late fall.

fair after the meeting. Starting at 
Rowland and Ryan, they proceeded 
over Rowland to Chippendale, up 
Chippendale, to Frankford avenue, 
over Frankford to Bleigh, up Bleigh 
to Jackson, over Jackson to Prince
ton, back to Frankford avenue to 
Bleigh and again back to Rowland. 
Later other streets were visited.

The meeting was sponsored by 
the Mayfair Athletic Association, 
Mayfair Post, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars; Mayfair Improvement As
sociation, Tacony Lions Club, May- 
fair Exchange Club, and the North
east Chamber of Commerce.



■

■

Industry and Defense
DURING June of this year at the plant of Henry Disston

& Sons, Inc., Unruh and Milnor Streets, famous for 
manufacturing saws, files, steel and other tools, a double 
ceremony, of considerable significance in these times of 
speeding up production, took place.

The cornerstone of the new $675,000 Boiler House was 
laid, a power addition to the Disston plant which greatly 
augments all production of saws and tools. Following this 
ceremony the new U.S.A. Philadelphia Armor Plate Plant 
was dedicated. This plant, ground for which was broken 
October 1940, was built and equipped by the Quarter
master and Ordnance Departments of the U.S. Army with 
the Disston firm acting as consulting engineers. The Diss
ton Company, which has been an authority on the produc
tion of light armor plate since the time of the first World 
War is operating the new armor plate plant on a lease 
basis. This addition to the Company’s facilities practically 
triples the firm’s capacity for fabricating and heat treating 
armor plate which involves casting alloy steel ingots, bloom
ing and rolling them into plates, cutting and machining 
these plates to fit the purpose for which each plate is in
tended, and finally heat treating and straightening the plates 
to develop the bullet resisting qualities essential to the 
finished product.

Armor plate is used for many military purposes. Gun 
shields for all field artillery pieces from 37 mm. guns to 
155 mm. howitzers; armor for scout and combat cars and 
for light and medium tanks; armor for small naval craft; 
armor for pursuit and observation planes, bombers and 
other military aircraft now considered essential to protect 
pilots and other personnel; and armor test plates for test
ing the quality of bullets and armor-piercing projectiles of 
various calibers are supplied by Disston.

The company shut down its plant so that its more than 
3,400 employees could witness both events. William D. 
Disston, Vice-President acted as chairman of the cere
monies. The cornerstone at the new Boiler House was 
laid by S. Horace Disston, President of the Company, 
followed by selections by the Philadelphia Police Band.

Brig. General C. T. Harris, Jr., Assistant Chief of 
Ordnance, U.S. Army; Lt. Colonel D. N. Hauseman, Execu
tive Officer, Philadelphia Ordnance District, U.S. Army; 
William L. Batt, Deputy Director of Production, Office of 
Production Management, and Richard T. Nalle, Vice- 
President in charge of Production addressed the assemblage 
at the dedicatory exercises.

President S. Horace Disston in hi^ cornerstone address 
made a symbolic award of the 40, 30 and 20-year service 
pins to employees. Several years ago the Company adopted 
a service pin policy and awarded pins for 60 and 50 years’

service. Last year, when celebrating its 100th Anniversary, 
a solid gold, diamond-studded pin was awarded to Diss
ton’s “grand old man’’, George Metzger, 84 year old fore
man of the Blacksmith Shop, honoring him for 70 years of 
active employment. At the present time there are nine 
active employees owning 60-year pins and fifty-four owning 
50-year pins. Those awarded pins at this time included 
one hundred twenty-five men with 40 year service records;
one hundred ninety with 30-year and three hundred 
fifty with 20-year.

The Disston management has always held that a 
is entitled to employment so long as his ability and 
are unimpaired. Proof of the soundness of this view

and

man 
skill
may

be seen in the fact that the Company has such an excellent 
service record on the part of its employees. Moreover, 
there are seven 3-generation family groups that work in 
the plant, consisting of father, son and grandson.

The history of the Disston Company is practically the 
history of saw-making in this country. In Twekesbury, a 
borough in Gloucestershire, England, there was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Disston, May 24, 1819, a son who 
was christened Henry. Shortly after his birth the Disstons 
moved to Derby, where Thomas Disston engaged in the 
manufacture of lace machines. Here he instructed young 
Henry in the lace machine business, and also in the gen
eral principles of mechanics, which stood him in good stead 
in later years.

In 1833 when Henry was but fourteen years of age, 
he, with his father and his sister, Marianni, came to 
America and landed at Philadelphia after a voyage of some 
sixty days. Three days after reaching Philadelphia, the 
father died and the responsibility of battling for subsistence 
in a strange country fell to the young lad. Henry struck 
out in quest of a job and soon became an apprentice with 
Lindley, Johnson & Whitcraft, Saw-makers of Philadelphia. 
With this firm he learned his trade and remained in their 
employ until 1840, when the firm failed.

Henry Disston having just attained his majority, decided 
to start a business of his own. He accepted from his em
ployers some tools, steel and saw-making material in lieu 
of wages due him, rented a cellar on Bread Street near Arch 
Street in sight of the famous Christ Church and Betsy Ross 
House in Philadelphia. With his limited equipment in 
cramped working quarters and with practically no capital 
other than honest purpose, daring initiative and mechanical 
genius, plus a thorough knowledge of saw-making, Henry 
Disston carried on. He divided his time between soliciting 
orders and making the saws to fill his orders.

With no motive power to lighten his labors and facili
tate production, he persevered in delivering strictly hand-
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vary aircraxc now considered essential" 
to protect pilots and other personnel; 
and armor test plates for testing the 
quality of bullets and armor-piercing 
projectiles of various calibres are sup
plied by Disston.

The company shut down its plant at 
2:45 P..;M.so that its more than 3,400 
employees could witness both events. 
Mr. Wm. D. Disston, Vice President, 
acted as chairman of the ceremonies. 
The cornerstone at the new boiler 
house was laid by Mr. S. Horace Diss
ton, President of the company, follow- [ 
ed by selections by the Philadelphia I i 
Police Band.

Starting at 3:30, employees, accom- . 
panied by the band, paraded to the new 
Armor Plate Plant, a distance of about 
1,000 feet, and assembled in one of the 
large bays of the building, which was 
provided with loud speakers, for the 
dedicatory exercises.

When Mr. S. Horace Disston made 
his opening address, he made a sym
bolic award of the 40, 30 and 20-year 
service pins to employees. Several 
years ago the Company adopted a 
service pin policy and awarded pins’ 
for 60 and 50 years’ service. Last year, 
when celebrating its 100th anniver-1 
sary, a solid gold, diamond-studded 
pin was awarded to Disston’s “grand 
old man,” George Metzger, 84-year- 
old foreman of the blacksmith shop, 
honoring him for 70 years of active 
employment. At the present time there
are nine active employees owning 60- 
year pins and 54 owning 50-year pins.

Pa.; Wm. L. Batt, Deputy Director of 
Production, Office of Production Man
agement, Washington, D. C.; Rev. H. 
W. Bemand, Rector, Holy Innocents 
Church, Tacony.

The history of the Disston Company 
is practically the history of saw-mak
ing in this country. In 1840, when Hen
ry Disston was 21 years old, he found
ed the business in the basement of a 
building located in Bread street, Phila
delphia, at a time when most saws 
were imported from England. The 
company pioneered most of the major 
changes in saw manufacture and for 
many years past has produced a major 
percentage of the hand saws sold every 
year in the United States.

Its 2,000 products spread into many 
fields, while there is scarcely a country 

■ in the world that does not know the 
| name “Disston” today.

Besides its Philadelphia plant, which 
covers sixty-five acres, the company 
maintains branch factories at Seattle, | 
Washington; Toronto, Canada; and 
Sydney, New South Wales in Aus-' 
tralia. Sales branches are maintained i 
at Chicago, Detroit, Boston, New Or
leans, Memphis, San Francisco, Port
land, Ore., and Vancouver, B. C.

The dedication was marked by the 
' exhibition of several important pieces 
of ordnance. The M3 medium 30-ton 

I tank, which attracted great interest, 
• was manufactured by the Baldwin 
l Locomotive Works, Eddystone. It is 

1 the second tank within ten days to_be_

VALEDICTORIAN — of his 
class of 560, James E. Dough
erty, 18, son of Mrs. and the 
late Magistrate James J. 
Dougherty, 4329 Cottman St., 
was graduated from North-' 
east Catholic High School for 
Boys.

Dr. Borzell Dedicates Dr. Carrell’s
History of Bucks Co. Physicians

In celebration of his 90th birthday 
and completion of his 17-year work in 

(compiling a history of Bucks county 
i physicians, Dr. John B. Carrell was 
I host on Friday last to 40 leaders of the 
। medical profession at his home in Hat
boro. Dr. Francis F. Borzell, of Frank
ford, president of the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, formerly dedi
cated Dr. Carrell’s 250-page history 
and praised Dr. Carrell’s own achieve
ments in the 65 years since he was 
graduated from the Jefferson Medical 
College. The history will be presented 
to the Bucks County Historical So
ciety.

Old Frame Landmark in
Northwood Being Razed

An old landmark which for a number 
of years has been unoccupied, and a 
fire hazard, at the southwest comer of 

! Arrott and Large streets in the North- 1 
I wood section, is being demolished. The 
j building, a three story frame struc- 
jture, had been used variously over a 
period of years as a bake shop and 

j refreshment store. It will be recalled 
iby older residents that the materials 
used in its construction, about fifty 
years ago, came from the residence of 
one of Frankford’s well-known physi- 

। cians, Dr. Benjamin H. Deacon, which 
|was located at the southwest comer 
’ of Frankford avenue and Sellers street, 
a vine-adorned frame dwelling with a ■ 
pleasant garden setting. The building 
was tom down to make way for the , 
Waterhouse Store, now the Schulte 
Store, and the materials were moved 
to Northwood and re-erected on a lot 
on the south side of Arrott street. The 
building of the Frankford Branch of 
the Reading Railway, necessitated the 
moving of the building a few feet, and 
again it was moved a short distance to 
allow for the opening of Large street.

James A. Keeley, of Bristol, has the 
contract for the demolition of the building.

J-
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made saws and tools to his customers until 1844. Then he 
leased space in a factory building at Front Street and 
Maiden Lane, afterwards named Laurel Street, where he 
had access to steam power.

The business then began to show a little healthy growth, 
as did also the payroll, and the bank account. However, 
many trials and setbacks such as proved the real worth of 
many successful American pioneers, were encountered. In 
1849, the boiler in the building exploded demolishing his 
saw works and injuring the young saw-maker. The build
ing owner was unreasonable in his rental demands. The 
general preference for foreign-made saws still prevailed. 
These annoying conditions seemed to stir Henry Disston’s 
independence and initiative, and quickened his far-sighted
ness, for he immediately started the erection of a four-story 
brick factory building on a lot 30 x 60 feet in size adjoining 
the wrecked building. This building proved the nucleus 
of the later commodius plant at this location. With the 
increased facilities the new building afforded, Henry Diss
ton resumed the manufacture of saws and tools, and re
newed his endeavors to win the American saw market. 
This he succeeded in doing by producing a superior saw, 
even though he was obliged to use foreign-made steel, be
cause steel suitable for the manufacture of saws was not 
produced in the United States at that time.

For years, Henry Disston had been giving thought to 
the steel angle of the business. In buying foreign steel, 
there was inconvenience and sometimes delay in shipments. 
Occasionally, steel was received which did not meet require
ments. He struggled along under this handicap until 1855. 
Then he built his own steel mill and manufactured his own 
steel — the first crucible saw steel ever made in the United 
States. This, perhaps, was the crowning event in Henry 
Disston’s career. It revolutionized the American saw
making industry. It gave him perfect control of the high 
quality steel he desired and demanded for his wares.

From this time on the business grew rapidly, for the 
high quality of Disston steel won him a dominant position 
in the saw manufacturing business. About this time Point
ing and Plastering Trowels, Squares, Bevels and Mortise 
Gauges were added to the Disston line.

By 1857 the Disston firm was so well entrenched that 
the severe financial crisis of that year did not materially 
affect the business. In 1861, when the Civil War broke 
out, Disston was equipped for manufacturing military 
accoutrements and soon received large orders. Twenty- 
five employees were sent to the Army, their wages being 
paid by the firm, and their places kept open during their 
absence. In 1862 a rolling mill was added to the plant for 
the production of plates.
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In 1864 the works was partially destroyed by fire. Once 
more Henry Disston started rebuilding and the shops were 
rebuilt on the old grounds. Some parts of the plant were 
again in operation within ten days. During this year the 
factory was enlarged and production doubled.

In 1865 Henry Disston took his eldest son, Hamilton, 
into the business and changed the name of the firm to 
Henry Disston & Son. Also in 1865, the manufacture of 
files was begun. In 1868 screw drivers were added to the 
line. Brick Trowels and Narrow Band Saws were added 
in 1868. Sometime later Wide Band Saws became a 
standard part of the Disston line. Today these saws are 
made as large as 66 feet long by 18 inches wide. The 
manufacture of Plumbs and Levels was begun in 1869.

In 1871 another Son, Albert H. was taken into the firm 
During this year the firm purchased six acres of ground at 
Tacony, Pa., on the banks of the Delaware River. Gradu- • 
ally this site was increased until it comprised approximately । 
275 acres.

Fire once more worked havoc at the Disston Works in । 
1872. This fire started in the etching room and the entire | 
central portion of the plant was consumed. Rebuilding 
was started immediately and in a short time operations in I 
all departments were resumed.

On September 26, 1872, plans were completed and I 
ground broken for the first building on the Tacony site—j 
the beginning of the present plant. Then in the course of I 
time, various buildings were erected on this site and depart
ment after department was transferred to these buildings ■ 
from the Laurel Street plant. The Steel Specialties Depart- [ 
ment was the last to be transferred which was in 1899.

In 1874 Henry Disston designed the Skew-back Hand 
Saw. This achievement marked an epoch in the manufac
ture of saws. From the earliest times hand saws had been 
made with straight backs. Mr. Disston called his chief 
engineer, made a sketch of the saw on the floor of his 
office, and as a result the Skew-back saw was added to the 1 
Disston line. This was the beginning of the famous Diss- ■ 
ton D-8 Hand Saw.

In 1875. Horace C., third son of Henry Disston, was I 
taken into the firm. In 1878, William, fourth son, was 
made a partner, and in 1882, Jacob S., the fifth son, joined 
the business in an executive capacity.

On March 16, 1878, Henry Disston died. He was only 
59 years of age, but he had accumulated a large fortune 
and established a great industry which continues on underl 
the management of the third generation.

Upon Henry Disston’s death, Hamilton Disston, first i 
son of the founder, became president of the firm. He was I 
a keen, progressive executive. Under his management the j
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business expanded materially.
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CONTINUED Fl

During his administration,
in 1886, the firm was incorporated and has since been
known as Henry Disston & Sons, Inc. At Hamilton s 
death, April 30, 1896, William, fourth son of the founder, 
succeeded to the presidency, and for 19 years directed 
the affairs of the firm with rare ability. With the passing 
of William Disston, April 5, 1915, the business passed to 
the control of the founder’s grandsons. Frank Disston, 
son of Albert, and second grandson, was the first of the 
third generation to become president of the firm. His term 
extended from 1915 to 1929. Henry Disston, son of Haim 
ilton, and first grandson of the founder, was made president 
in 1929. Today the officers of the firm are: — Henry Diss 
ton, Chairman of the Board; S. Horace Disston, President, 
William S. Armstrong, Vice-President and Secretary; R. T. 
Nalle, Vice-President, in charge of Production; Jacob S. 
Disston, Jr., Vice-President, in charge of Sales; William
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On Monday afternoon, at the Tacony 
plant of Henry Disston & Sons, Inc., 
famous for manufacturing saws, files, 
steel and other tools, a double cere
mony of considerable significance in 
these times of speeding up production 
took place.

The cornerstone of the new $675,000 
boiler house was laid ... a power addi
tion to the Disston plant which will 
greatly augment all production of 
saws and tools. Following this cere
mony the new U. S. A. Philadelphia1 
Armor Plate Plant was dedicated. This 
plant, ground for which was broken 
October, 1940, was built and equipped. 
by the Quartermaster and Ordnance j 
Departments of the U. S. Army with 
the Disston firm acting as consulting’ 
engineers. The Disston Company, 
which has been an authority on the 
production of light armor plate since 
the time of the first World War, will 
operate the new armor plate plant on 
a lease basis. This addition to the 
Company’s facilities will practically 
triple the firm’s capacity for fabri
cating and heat treating armor plate 
which involves casting alloy steel in
gots, blooming and rolling them into 
plates, cutting and machining these 
plates to fit the purpose for which each 
plate is intended, and finally heat 
treating and straightening the plates 
to develop the bullet-resisting quali
ties essential to the finished product.

Armor plate is used for many mili
tary purposes. Gun shields for all field 
artillery pieces from 37 mm. guns to 
155 mm. howitzers; armor for scout 
and combat cars and for light and 
medium tanks; armor for small naval 
craft; armor for pursuit and observa
tion planes, bombers and other mili
tary aircraft now considered essential 
to protect pilots and other personnel’ 
and armor test plates for testing the 
quality of bullets and armor-piercing 
projectiles of various calibres are sup
plied by Disston.

The company shut down its plant at 
2:45 P.:M. so that its more than 3,400 
employees could witness both events 
Mr. Wm. D. Disston, Vice President 
acted as chairman of the ceremonies 
The cornerstone at the new boiler 
house was laid by Mr. S. Horace Diss
ton, President of the company, follow-! 
ed by selections by the Philadelphia I 
Police Band.

Starting at 3:30, employees, accom
panied by the band, paraded to the new 
^nnn°r Plant, a distance of about 
1.000 feet, and assembled in one of the 
large bays of the building, which was 
provided with loud speakers, for the 
dedicatory exercises.

When Mr. S. Horace Disston made 
his opening address, he made a sym
bolic award of the 40, 30 and 20-vear 
service pins to employees. Several 
years ago the Company adopted a 
service pm policy and awarded pins 
for 60 and 50 years’ service. Last year 
when celebrating its 100th anniver-i 
sary, a solid gold, diamond-studded 
pin was awarded to Disston’s “grand 
old man,” George Metzger, 84-year 
old foreman of the blacksmith shop 
honoring him for 70 years of active 
employment. At the present time there 
are nine active employees owning 60- 
year pins and 54 owning 50-year pins
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business expanded materially. During his administration, 
in 1886, the firm was incorporated and has since been 
known as Henry Disston & Sons, Inc. At Hamilton’s 
death, April 30, 1896, William, fourth son of the founder, 
succeeded to the presidency, and for 19 years directed 
the affairs of the firm with rare ability. With the passing 
of William Disston, April 5, 1915, the business passed to 
the control of the founder’s grandsons. Frank Disston, 
son of Albert, and second grandson, was the first of the 
third generation to become president of the firm. His term 
extended from 1915 to 1929. Henry Disston, son of Hani' 
ilton, and first grandson of the founder, was made president 
in 1929. Today the officers of the firm are: — Henry Diss
ton, Chairman of the Board; S. Horace Disston, President, 
William S. Armstrong, Vice'President and Secretary: R. T. 
Nalle, Vice'President, in charge of Production; Jacob S. 
Disston, Jr., Vice'President, in charge of Sales; William

INDUSTRY AND DEFENSE
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D. Disston, Vice-President, in charge of Purchases, Sales 
Engineering and Public Relations; Charles P. Smith, Comp- 
trailer; E. H. Biemuller, Treasurer.

The plant today covers 65 acres, on which are erected 
more than 80 buildings; there are several miles of railway 
sidings running throughout the yards, and connecting with 
the Pennsylvania Railroad system and with the company’s 
wharf on the Delaware River.

Besides its Philadelphia plant, the company maintains 
branch factories at Seattle, Washington; Toronto, Canada; 
and Sydney, New South Wales in Australia. Sales branches 
are maintained at Chicago, Detroit, Boston, New Orleans, 
Memphis, San Francisco, Portland, Oregon and Vancouver 
B.C.

Its 2,000 products spread into many fields and there 
is scarcely a country in the world that does not know the 
name “Disston” today.
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Armor Plate
Factory Dedicated 

at Disston’s Works
IN PRODUCTION FOR DEFENSE r

On Monday afternoon, at the Tacony 
plant of Henry Disston & Sons, Inc., 
famous for manufacturing saws, files, 
steel and other tools, a double cere
mony of considerable significance in 
these times of speeding up production 
took place.

The cornerstone of the new $675,0001 
boiler house was laid ... a power addi-1 
tion to the Disston plant which will 
greatly augment all production of 
saws and tools. Following this cere-! 
mony the new U. S. A. Philadelphia 
Armor Plate Plant was dedicated. This 
plant, ground for which was broken 
October, 1940, was built and equipped. 
by the Quartermaster and Ordnance I 
Departments of the U. S. Army with] 
the Disston firm acting as consulting 
engineers. The Disston Company, 
which has been an authority on the 
production of light armor plate since 
the time of the first World War, will 
operate the new armor plate plant on 
a lease basis. This addition to the 
Company’s facilities will practically 
triple the firm’s capacity for fabri
cating and heat treating armor plate 
which involves casting alloy steel in
gots, blooming and rolling them into 

. plates, cutting and machining these 
plates to fit the purpose for which each 
plate is intended, and finally heat 
treating and straightening the plates 
to develop the bullet-resisting quali
ties essential to the finished product.

Armor plate is used for many mili
tary purposes. Gun shields for all field 
artillery pieces from 37 mm. guns to 
155 mm. howitzers; armor for scout 
and combat cars and for light and 
medium tanks; armor for small naval 
craft; armor for pursuit and observa
tion planes, bombers and other mili
tary aircraft now considered essential 
to protect pilots and other personnel; 
and armor test plates for testing the 
quality of bullets and armor-piercing 
projectiles of various calibres are sup
plied by Disston.

The company shut down its plant at 
2:45 P...M. so that its more than 3,400 
employees could witness both events. 
Mr. Wm. D. Disston, Vice President, • 
acted as chairman of the ceremonies. ■ 
The cornerstone at the new boiler 
house was laid by Mr. S. Horace Diss-1 
ton, President of the company, follow- j 
ed by selections by the Philadelphia I 
Police Band.

Starting at 3:30, employees, accom
panied by the band, paraded to the new 
Armor Plate Plant, a distance of about 
1,000 feet, and assembled in one of the 
large bays of the building, which was 
provided with loud speakers, for the 
dedicatory exercises.

When Mr. S. Horace Disston made 
his opening address, he made a sym
bolic award of the 40, 30 and 20-year 
service pins to employees. Several 
years ago the Company adopted a ■ 
service pin policy and awarded pins 
for 60 and 50 years’ service. Last year, 
when celebrating its 100th anniver-l 
sary, a solid gold, diamond-studded 
pin was awarded to Disston’s “grand 
old man,” George Metzger, 84-year- 
old foreman of the blacksmith shop, 
honoring him for 70 years of active 
employment. At the present time there 
are nine active employees owning 60- 
year pins and 54 owning 50-year pins.

The new pins were awarded Monday' 
to 125 men with 40-year service rec
ords; 190 workers for 30-year service; 
and 350 employees in the 20-year 
bracket.

The Disston Management has al
ways held that a man is entitled to 
employment so long as his ability and 
skill is unimpaired. Proof of the sound
ness of this view may be seen in the 
fact that the Company has such an 
excellent service record on the part of 
its employees. There are seven 3-gen- 
eration family groups that work in 
the plant, consisting of grandfather, 
son and grandson.

> Brig. General C. T. Harris, Jr., Asst 
Chief of Ordnance, U. S. Army, and Lt 
Col. D. N. Hauseman, Executive Offi
cer, Philadelphia Ordnance District 
U. S. Army, both made addresses. Fol
lowing the Army officers, Mr. Richarc 
T. Nalle, Vice President in charge oi 
Production made a few remarks. Mr 
Wm. L. Batt, Deputy Director of Pro-1 
duction, Office of Production Manage-; 
ment, then addressed the gathering.

Dedicatory visitors at the plant in
cluded: Brig. Gen. C. T. Harris, Jr., 
Asst, to Chief of Ordnance, Chief Ind. 
Service, Washington, D. C.; Brig. Gen. 
John B. Rose, Commanding Officer, 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 
Md.; Brig. Gen. Walter P. Boatwright, 
Commanding Officer, Frankford Ar
senal; Lt. Col. D. N. Hauseman, Exec
utive Officer, Philadelphia Ordnance 
District; Lt. Col. J. H. Burgheim, Zone 
Construction Quartermaster, Balti
more, Md.; Major Clyde B. Pyle, Con
structing Quartermaster, Philadel
phia; C. Jared Ingersoll, District 
Chief, Philadelphia Ordnance District; 
H. B. Allen, Director, Franklin Insti
tute; S. Forry Laucks, President, York 
Safe & Lock Co., York, Pa.; D. S. Wol
cott, Vice President, Lukens Steel Co., 
Coatesville, Pa.; H. M. Coale, Vice! 
President, The Autocar Company, 
Ardmore, Pa.; Barclay White, Presi
dent, Barclay White Co., Philadelphia; 
H. M. Wilson, President, H. M. Wilson; 
Co., Philadelphia; Col. Albert Stack
pole, 104th Cavalry, Indiantown Gap, 
Pa.; Wm. L. Batt, Deputy Director of 
Production, Office of Production Man
agement, Washington, D. C.; Rev. H. 
W. Bernand, Rector, Holy Innocents 
Church, Tacony.

The history of the Disston Company 
is practically the history of saw-mak
ing in this country. In 1840, when Hen
ry Disston was 21 years old, he found
ed the business in the basement of a 
building located in Bread street, Phila
delphia, at a time when most saws 
were imported from England. The 
company pioneered most of the major 
changes in saw manufacture and for 
many years past has produced a major 
percentage of the hand saws sold every 
year in the United States.

Its 2,000 products spread into many 
fields, while there is scarcely a country 
in the world that does not know the 

| name “Disston” today.
Besides its Philadelphia plant, which , 

covers sixty-five acres, the company 
maintains branch factories at Seattle, 
Washington; Toronto, Canada; and 
Sydney, New South Wales in Aus-1 
tralia. Sales branches are maintained I 
at Chicago, Detroit, Boston, New Or
leans, Memphis, San Francisco, Port
land, Ore., and Vancouver, B. C.

The dedication was marked by the 
1 exhibition of several important pieces 
of ordnance. The M3 medium 30-ton 
tank, which attracted great interest, 

.was manufactured by the Baldwin | 
Locomotive Works, Eddystone. It is 
the second tank within ten days to b_£_

delivered to the Government. This 
.tank is equipped with one 75 mm. 
I semi-automatic gun; one 37 mm. semi- 
: automatic gun; and four 30 caliber 
machine guns. It is powered by 400 
H. P. Wright Cyclone radial engine.

The M2 half-track car on exhibit 
was manufactured by the Autocar 
Company, Ardmore, Penna., and is 
powered by a six cylinder White mo
tor. It is of special design and is 
equipped with armor plate. The total 
weight of this vehicle is approximately 
17,000 pounds when loaded. The pur
pose of this car is for use as a prime 
mover for towing a gun mounted on 
two pneumatic-tired wheels with high 
speed axle.

The 37 mm. A. A. gun displayed was 
manufactured by the York Safe and! 
Lock Company, York, Penna. It is! 
equipped with pneumatic tired wheels 
with a high speed axle in order to tra
vel properly behind a prime mover,; 
which may obtain a speed of 50 miles I 
an hour or more.

Jubilee Sunday at 
Tacony German 
Lutheran Church

VALEDICTORIAN — of his 
class of 560, James E. Dough
erty, 18, son of Mrs. and the 
late Magistrate James J. 
Dougherty, 4329 Cottman St., 
was graduated from North-' 
east Catholic High School for 
Boys.

The German Lutheran Church 
'Tacony will observe its 50th Anni-a 
versary during the week from Junei 
22 to 28. The main Jubilee Service | 
will be held at 10 o’clock, Sunday| 
morning. June 22.

1 he Rev. E; R. W. Schlick, of' 
St. Palus Church, American and| 
Brown streets,, and the Rev. E. P..

i Pfatteioher, D. D„ Ph. D., L. L. D.,,. 
will be the speakers.

A feature of the service will be. . 
the reception and ded’eat'on of the; 
Jubilee Thank-Offerh g of the Con
gregation, which includes five Stain
ed Glass Windows, depicting scenes- 

■from the Life of Christ, four d icr- ' 
panels with eccles'astical sysmb^lsj ■ 
one set cf fluorescent light fixtures 1' 
for Lectern and pulpit, a brass mis- j 
al sta.nd, a parish register, and. an I 

altar service book.
For Tuesday n’ght. Jure 24, al 

social is planned at wlrch fecrg'U-k 
tion will be. given to about 30 peo- 
pie who have been connected with^ 
the church for more than 30 years.

On Wednesday night, a Felk w-.. 
ship Service will be held, in which 
representatives of neighboring . 
churches and of sister congrega- « 
tions of the Conference will parti- 
.cipate.

The speakers for this Service are । 
The Rev. W. F. Herrmann, D. D., 
of Emmanuel Church. Frankford 
and the Rev. John W. Richards, 1 
D. D., of St. Luke’s Church.

Dr. Borzell Dedicates Dr. Carrell’s
History of Bucks Co. Physicians 

I In celebration of his 90th birthday 
and completion of his 17-year work in 

, compiling a history of Bucks county 
I physicians, Dr. John B. Carrell was 
host on Friday last to 40 leaders of the 

I medical profession at his home in Hat
boro. Dr. Francis F. Borzell, of Frank
ford, president of the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, formerly dedi
cated Dr. Carrell’s 250-page history 
and praised Dr. Carrell’s own achieve
ments in the 65 years since he was 
graduated from the Jefferson Medical 
College. The history will be presented 
to the Bucks County Historical So
ciety.

Old Frame Landmark in
Northwood Being Razed

An old landmark which for a number 
of years has been unoccupied, and a 
fire hazard, at the southwest corner of 
Arrott and Large streets in the North
wood section, is being demolished. The 
building, a three story frame struc
ture, had been used variously over a 

; period of years as a bake shop and 
(refreshment store. It will be recalled 
। by older residents that the materials 
! used in its construction, about fifty 
years ago, came from the residence of 
one of Frankford’s well-known physi
cians, Dr. Benjamin H. Deacon, which 
was located at the southwest comer 
of Frankford avenue and Sellers street, 
a vine-adorned frame dwelling with a 
pleasant garden setting. The building 
was torn down to make way for the 
Waterhouse Store, now the Schulte 
Store, and the materials were moved 
to Northwood and re-erected on a lot 
on the south side of Arrott street. The 
building of the Frankford Branch of 
the Reading Railway, necessitated the 
moving of the building a few feet, and 
again it was moved a short distance to 
allow for the opening of Large street.

James A. Keeley, of Bristol, has the 
contract for the demolition of the 
building.



Ingredients fo
classify Mary Leah Dyer as a spinster, aged 68, employed 

oy Henry Disston & Sons, and a resident of 6810 State Road, Philadelphia
Additi01Jal facts might point out, just as impersonally, that 

bln naS beenanemployee of this concern for the past 18 years; that her 
M1«nJ d b aDisston employee until his death and that until five years ago 
Miss Dyer supported an invalid mother. * 6

But cold facts never could fully describe Mary Leah Dyer. To describe her 
?^eFJymyou woald have t0 leave impersonal facts far behind. You would have 

t Tacony, in northeast Philadelphia, and see the tiny two-room cottage 
wnere she lives. You would have to walk with Miss Dyer to her job of wrapping 
mes two squares away and see the brick wall of the Frankford Arsenal across 
me street and follow the course of a nearby, industry-stained creek.
nvn 4Tb!n you would be able t0 appreciate the surprising fact that Mary Leah 

yer is the woman who wrote three popular songs and turned out hundreds of 
poems that have attracted wide attention. For years she wrote verse for fun. 
She d write a poem for a friend’s birthday, for a company celebration. She did 
it without fuss or fanfare, just because she enjoyed it.

r Tranquillity

Chenever tried to sell her poems, perhaps hardly thought of it. But her friends 
did. Without her knowledge one friend sent a song of hers to a music pub

lisher. It was accepted and the publisher asked for more songs from the same 
source. A second song of Miss Dyer’s was received just as enthusiastically. Then, 
just a few weeks ago, this verse writer submitted a number called, “Sing Me a 
Song of the Olden Days.” It was an immediate success, far overshadowing her 
first two efforts. Introduced in a 30-station broadcast it captured public approval 
so swiftly that it already has been re
corded and is being used on coast-to- 
coast hook-ups.

Meanwhile Mary Leah Dyer goes 
quietly through her customary daily 
routine. She didn’t try to become a well- 
known song writer and she’s not allow
ing the fact to 
she has always 
orderly life.

interrupt the pleasure 
gotten from a placid,

A LL day long she sits at a bench, 
wrapping steel files in oiled paper 

and packing them into boxes. She has 
done this for eighteen years, ever since 
her father died leaving her to take care 
of her invalid mother. Her mother died 
at the age of 92, five years ago.

Each evening she walks back to her 
cottage over the course she travelled that 
morning. Her cottage is tiny, compact 
and convenient. Its care takes little of 
her time. So she is free to spend most 
of her evenings and week-ends com
posing the verses that first brought her 
and her friends pleasure, and now are 
pleasing millions of radio listeners.

She doesn’t think of her poems as lit

erary gems. “There is nothing fancy in 
my writing,” she says. “It is only truth 
in vefse. Whenever I write anything I 
am speaking my mind and my heart di
rectly to some certain person. It is gen
erally some one I know. Like Mrs. Dona
hue, my next-door neighbor, for ex
ample. Every day when I come home 
from work she greets me with a smile 
that is like sunshine. That makes it very 
easy for me to tell her in verse how much 
I appreciate that little kindness.”

It was almost as easy for Miss Dyer to 
write a poem expressing the homesick
ness a fellow worker felt for Scotland. 
“The young woman sent it to her 
parents on the other side,” she says. 
“They were delighted. They framed the 
poem and kept it as a constant remind
er of their daughter across the ocean.” 

fiUT while she’s pleasing others, Miss 
D Dyer also is satisfying herself by writ
ing verse. She was encouraged to write 
poetry as a young girl at the Bridesburg

Mary Leah Dyer in the tiny home where she writes her verses.

School by Professor Thomas Wister 
Worrell. Then for forty years she was so 
busy caring for her invalid mother that 
she got little time to follow the urge for 
poetry she had built up. She wrote a 
poem now and then “to keep her hand 
in” however, then after her mother’s 
death turned to this work more often. 
Without the consolation of writing Miss 
Dyer feels that she never would have had 
the courage to carry on.

She feels that reading and writing 
poetry has a psychological value. That 
every human being has a naturally 
peaceful rhythm marking the highest 
point of his potential efficiency. When 
this rhythm controls a person’s life he 
or she is tranquil and happy. When it is 
developed the person becomes more suc
cessful and more of a definite personal
ity.

Miss Dyer likes all her poems almost 
equally well, she says. She likes them 
for the thoughts they express and doesn’t 
worry about any literary merit they may 
lack. The following poem she especially 
likes because it was written as “a tribute 
to my old friends who stuck to me and 
helped me through my darkest days. It 
is the song of my heart, set to the music 
of love”:

Comrades of Old

THE comrades of old, ah, so dear 
to the heart,

They're the ones that we never 
forget;

And 'tho many miles we have drift
ed apart.

In thought they are here with us 
yet.

There's a place in the heart that no 
other can fill.

And a Memory that never grows 
old.

The years may roll by, but to us 
they are still

The dear blessed comrades of old.

From this little cottage a song 
winged its way to 30 radio stations.

SO WELL we remember the pleas
ures we shared.

And the memory grows sweet 
with the years.

And when troubles came, then they 
showed how they cared

As they helped wipe away all 
our tears.

From the heart there's a pathway 
that just seems to lead

Back to dear blessed comrades of 
old—

With memories like these, then we're 
rich—rich indeed.

With treasure more precious than 
gold.

AH, THESE sweet memories come 
when the mind's in repose. 

And they come with such soft 
treading feet

Down a beautiful garden of flowers 
in rows.

Where the heart finds such peace
ful retreat.

They come when the shadows of 
evening appear

Like a blanket of peace from 
above.

So sweet the remembrance of those 
we hold dear

In bonds of true friendship and 
love.

kiUCH of Miss Dyer’s poems are done 
literally by burning the midnight 

oil, because oil lamps furnish the only" 
light in her cottage and because she of
ten wakes at night with an idea for a 
new bit of verse. “No matter how tired I 
am or how late it is, I always get up and 
write it down,” she says, “For if I let 
these ideas get away from me they would 
be lost. By getting up and writing the 
idea down I get a feeling of peace and af
ter that I go to sleep immediately. The 
mind always is troubled by the work it 
hasn’t done, but there is rest and peace 
in accomplishment.”

That in brief is the explanation of 
Miss Dyer’s ■ poetry. She writes these 
verses because she feels she must, be
cause she enjoys doing it. And when 
some of them gained fame as songs on 
the air,Ashe was just as surprised as any
one else.

Orchids To and Ftom a Lady
Sirs:

Thank you very much for the splen
did article you printed about me in the 
June 15th issue of EVERYBODY’S 
WEEKLY, entitled “Ingredients for 
Tranquillity.” By the way, it was my 68th 
birthday.

My song is sung over the radio in the 
West, and I’m going to try to get it on 
the air in the East. If I only can get 
a start so that I needn’t have to work 
out! , _

I think I will be known by people I 
never heard of because of your article- 
I received a great number of letters front 
all parts of the country; many came 
from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Dela
ware, North Carolina, South Carolina 

and Nebraska, and since the publication 
of the article in EVERYBODY’S WEEK
LY people go past my house in automo
biles pointing out the place.

Thank you again for your kindness. 
MARY LEAH DYER.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Sirs:
I enjoyed reading the article about 

Mary Leah Dyer, “Ingredients for Tran
quillity,” which appeared in the June 15 
issue of EVERYBODY’S WEEKLY, 
particularly the part which says: “She 
feels that reading and writing poetry 
has a psychological value. That every 
human being has a naturally peaceful 
rhythm marking the highest point of 
his potential efficiency. When this 
rhythm controls a person’s life he or 
she is tranquil and happy. When it Is 

developed the person becomes more suc
cessful arid more of a definite person
ality.”

That is one point I always have tried 
to stress in my writings and talks on 
poetry. The true value of the poetic es
sence is as stated in your fine article.

But when Miss Dyer says, “There is 
nothing fancy in my writing,” she over
looks too modestly the moving power of 
human appeal with which her poetry is 
flooded, thus taking the place of all the 
fancy lace and frills of meaningless jum
ble in which too many of our modern 
poets indulge, merely for display and 
not for creative poetry such as produced 
by Miss Dyer. LEON LOISELLE. 
Darby, Pa.

Sirs:
This is to tender my thanks and deep 

appreciation to EVERYBODY’S WEEK
LY for the splendid article about Mary 
Leah Dyer, “Ingredients for Tranquil
lity,” in your June 15 issue. Employees 
in the offices and manufacturing depart
ments of Henry Disston & Sons signed a 

, letter to Kate Smith asking her to sing 
Miss Dyer’s “Sing Me a Song of the Old- 
en Days” over the radio. They also senf^ 
Miss Smith a copy of the art^

EVERYBODY’S WEEKLY. We all are 
so interested in Miss Dyer and her work. 
She is so talented it is too bad she had 
no opportunity to make anything of her 
work until so late in life. Your flne'story 
appeared on her 68th birthday. What a 
coincidence! She has been asked to write 
the Philadelphia greeting for the Ars 
Poetica convention which meets in Ne
braska in August.

CARRIE (MRS. WILLIAM) HERD. 
Philadelphia, Pa.



Torresdale Gets Its Fence, 
Also Fine Golf Tourney

Booster Hurst Promotes Fall Fixture

COMMITTEE members will be on hand to identity and 
introduce players; if you want to know which is Bud 
Ward or Ray Billows, the amateurs, somebody will 

provide the information. Players, of course, will be num
bered by caddy.

Mr. Hurst reports more fun organizing the tourna
ment than anything he’s attempted in years. A lucky 
man—he had Demaret in the Augusta pool when Jimmy

Patterned on Augusta Master s
By CY'PETERMAN

HIS is the story of a wire fence.
Not an ordinary barbed inclosure such as limits 

the movement of sheep or cattle, nor the grim con
finement of a concentration camp; this is the happier

yon the Masters’ in 1940-—he also hit this boom summer 
y) get the initial tournament under way, by next season 

iftHes to hoist prizes to the highest level in golf, offering 
possibly $12,500 to contestants.

boundary of a golf club.
For a good many years now, the members at Torres

dale Country Club have bemoaned the lack of a fence. 
Along Grant ave., up toward the Boulevard, there was abso
lutely no bar to trespassers, casual or mischief-bent. Like
wise, low sliced balls encountered no mesh resistance to 
ricochet back in bounds. Sometimes, even scamps scurried 
under the bushes and made off with a well placed shot. It 
was downright discouraging.

All these irritations piled up as the years rolled on, but 
a good wire fence with steel posts and lasting construction 
cost around $15,000—and who or what golf club had that 
to spend on a barricade?

But there was a man in the membership, Henry A. 
Hurst, the linen dealer, who did not give up on said fence. 
A broad-thinking sportsman who shoots a good game, he 
contrived to get around, took a membership in Augusta 
National, studied Bobby Jones’ ideal tournament and came 
away with dreams for his own club.

♦ * ¥

TODAY—or more definitely Sept. 19-20-21—those 
dreams take splendid form in the first Hurst Invita
tion Tournament, a big money golf fixture bringing 

60 of the Nation’s top professionals, from Craig Wood and 
Vic Ghezzi, National Open and P. G. A. champs, through 
the list to include the best amateurs, too. Prizes totalling 
$5400, with $1500 to first, $1000 second, and $750 third- 
better than the Open’s money—will be awarded, and such 
is the tremendous advance sale that the Tournament Com
mittee expects to net $33,000! .

Meanwhile, Torresdale’s fence is about to rise in gal
vanized splendor and with it a host of golf innovations 
■which promise to set a new standard for spectator enjoy
ment.

For if there was one thing besides the fence Mr. 
Hurst desired, it was to present a tournament dub and 
duffel’ could enjoy tb heart’s content, and at no more than it 
costs to see a ball game. For the everyday tariff of $1.10 
r-a grandstand seat in any big league ball park—the man 
Who craves to see Wood or Nelson do it, may follow them 
through a full 18 holes, sit in one of three bleachers and 
watch the whole field as it passes, or ramble here and 
yonder over one of the finest courses in this district.

* * ¥

A SEASON ticket was priced at only $2.50, for which 
sum the buyer gets not only all 72 holes of medal 
play, but four days’ practice rounds including the 

Emperor Jones himself, who as a close friend of Henry’s 
and a keen booster for this Autumn counterpart of the 
Augusta Masters, cancelled an exhibition so he might lend 
a little help. Bob will tour Torresdale’s testing layout, with 
its premium on straightness, Wednesday and Thursday be
fore play begins, but won’t be an active participant in the 
tournament.

Practically every other top name in golf will, be in 
there, however, for with Bob’s help, Hurst and associates 
have obtained the entries besides those named of Horton 
Smith, Gene Sarazen, Ed Dudley, Sam Snead, Ben Hogan, 
Dick Metz, Ralph Guldahl, Jug McSpad^n, Jimmy Thomson, 
Paul Runyan, Jimmy Demaret, and nearly every other 
familiar name such as Tommy Armour, who is coming be
cause Torresdale invited his old Scotch pal, Bobby Cruick- 

. shank. Why, Henry Picard, from far off Oklahoma, the 
stylist who got fed up on tourneys, is even 'coming to put 
in some friendly licks.

♦ * ¥

IN ORDER to make this actually a golf week, Hurst 
and his committees are providing practice round prizes, 
so there will be no. hitting of several balls, picking up, 

conceding putts and such informal folderol. Prizes for 
the best practice rounds each day, most birdies, the most 
eagles and yes, double-eagles, nearest to the pin on the 
short ninth, etc., are to be offered, adding to the show.

As to the spectator, he gets the best break of all.
Suppose you’re one of those tiring types not up to 18 

holes of gallery gallop? Haven’t you often wished you 
could camp somewhere and just watch them all have a 
shot ? Well, here’s the spot.

Around the 18th green Torresdale will have a semi
circular bleacher, built into a natural terrace, accommo
dating 3500 customers. Smaller ones at the third and ninth 
greens will hold 800 each. You can n? k there all day 
and not walk a yard if desired.* M

Smaller boys at the Shallcross school are called “midgets.” When harvest time comes they 
trail along behind the binder and stack the wheat. Raymond Manger, inset, was once a student 

at Shallcross, now he’s counsellor for the “midgets”

Bill Jones is feeding Prince and Vincent Malandra sees to it that Jim gets his dinner. The If 
year-old horses quit pulling milk wagons to retire to the quiet of farm life at Shallcross schoc

THE boys at the Shallcross 
school, Byberry and Knight 
rds., may walk to a horse 

trade but invariably they come 
away driving the best bargain.

Just recently they got two 15- 
year-old retired milk wagon 
horses for a price that was really 
HAY. From the school’s 96-acre 

farm the boys reaped 20 tons of 
hay, baled it and swapped it to a 
dairy for the two horses.

They’ll join the four other horses, 
ex-Department of Public Works 
employes, on the farm. They’re 

old, awkward, and a little tired-, 
poking around the eyes but the

boys wouldn’t trade their hay burn
ers for the same number of blue 
grass thoroughbreds.

The Shallcross school was estab
lished in 1926 as a boarding school 
for boys 8 to 16 years old who are 
continually playing hookey. Judges 
in the Juvenile Court requested the 
school as the possible answer for 
kids who found school classrooms 
weren’t interesting enough to 
make them a habit.

The school is open all year round 
and the boys attend classes in the 
winter and work and relax on the 
farm in the summer. Very few 
boys have run away from Shall

cross simply because they’d be leav 
ing so much behind. They're al 
lowed week ends off, at the discre
tion of the school manager, anc 
Christmas and Easter holidays. 
They eat well, gain from 5 to *4C 
pounds, and sleep 9 and % hours c 
night far from the noise and smell? 
of the city.

Proof of the boys love for the 
place is Raymond Manger, 19-year- 
old boys’ counsellor and farm as
sistant. He was a student at Shall

cross not long ago, but when it 
came time for him to leave he askec 
if he couldn t ay. The only wa> 

around that was to employ him.



Gene Runes, Holmesburg golf pro
fessional, who holds the Pennsylvania 
State open title, on Saturday, with 
Helen Segal, defeated Teri Johnson, of. 
Plymouth, and Dorothy Germain, in an 
exhibition match staged at Llanerch 
Country Club for the benefit of the 
U. S. O. With a 35-33—68 card Runes ; 
featured his game with two eagles in' 
a row.

Dr. Tursi Named to
Nazareth Hospital Staff

Dr., Joseph John Tursi, for twenty- 
three years a resident of Somerton, 
was appointed July 1, assistant to the 

s Medical Director of the Nazareth 
; Hospital, Holme avenue. Dr. Tursi at- 
• tended the Northeast High School, and 
• completed a course of study in pur- 
• suance of B. S. degree at St. Joseph’s 
, College. In 1935 he matriculated at 
. Jefferson Medical School and received 
! the M. D. degree in 1939. He served his 
• interneship at St. Mary's Hospital and 
; from 1940-41 was its chief resident 

physician.

Nineteen years ago on July 29th the 
Rev. and Mrs. Cleveland Frame came 
to Holmesburg from Malvern, Pa. The 
Manse at that time was located at 7823 
Walker street. They celebrated their 
wedding anniversary on June 30th. i

--- -------------------------- ■!

Fire Destroys Old Holmesburg House;
Flames which police believe were' 

started by boys late yesterday de-: 
stroyed a 100-year-old unoccupied i 
house in Pennypack Park near Pen-! 
nypack Creek and Holmesbnrg avenue, j

Flying sparks for a time threatened 
a number of barrels of oil stored in a 
freight yard of the Pennsylvania Rail
road, about 100 yards away. The fire 
was discovered shortly after 5.30 P. M. 
by Mrs. Catherine Wildonger, care
taker of the Holmesburg Junction 
Station of the railroad. Her son, John, 
27, summoned firemen.

Pennynack Park Housing
Project to Cost $4,400,000

General contract for the Penny
pack Park 1000 unit defense housing 
project has been awarded to M. 
Shapiro and Sons Company, New 
■York. It will cost about $4,400,000 and 
■was designed by George Howe, Oscar 
<G. Stonorov and Louis I. Kahn, archi
tects, of this city. The project is in 
<charge of the Federal Works Admin
istration, of which John M. Carmody 
as administrator.

There will be 297 buildings in the 
operations. Plans indicate single fam
ily units, two-family units, one and 
two-stories. Other buildings to be add
ed to the development include gym
nasium and social rooms; management 
offices and a boiler plant. The site is 
Ixninded by Frankford, Holmes and 
Willets avenue, and Pennypack Park. 
” ---------— ■■■ ' — j
Work Due to Start Aug. 1st,

on Pennypack Housing Project
Construction of 100 dwellings for de- 

-fense industry workers on a site adja- 
©ent to Pennypack Park will start 
about August 1, Federal Works Ad
ministrator John M. Carmody an
nounced in Washington on Friday. The 
project is one of six Government de
Tense housing projects which President 
'Roosevelt has authorized for Philadel
phia. Two are already under way. The 
number may be increased later, it was 
indicated. Philadelphia architects are 
now preparing plans for the brick and 
wood homes of the Pennypack project, 
the site of which is bounded by the 
park on the south and southwest, on 
the north by Holme avenue, the north
east by Willets road, and the southeast 
by Frankford avenue. The homes will 
be arranged in groups of one-story and 
two-story dwellings.

The Orphans Court on Wednesday 
. adjudicated an accounting and approv-' 
. ed distribution of the .estate of Ida M.
Gwinner, of Holmesburg, who died in 
1927. It was revealed that an item of 
?5500 had been awarded to the estate 
of George W. Gwinner, husband of Ida 
M. Gwinner, by the Northampton 
County Court, from the estate of the 
late John F. Gwinner, of Easton. Three 
shares of supposedly worthless stock 
of the Automatic Fastener Co. owned 
by the latter, had risen in value to $59,- 
131 through mergers and consolida-' 
tions in which the company became' 
part of the corporation known 0 as ■ 
Talon, Inc. George W. Gwinner died 
in 1920. |

Vegetable Growers See Rain
Water Controlled at Bustleton

Fellow vegetable growers of Row
land R. and J. Byron Comly visited the 
Comly farm on Grant avenue, Bustle- ] 
ton, last week to see six different vege-1 
tables growing on a 12-acre field now j 
being farmed with a series of terraces । 
constructed on the contour to prevent ; 
soil erosion. The rows of tomatoes, ■ 

■ celery, Chinese cabbage, rutabagas, ' 
carrots, and spinach—all running in 
the same direction as the contour—in-' 
dicated that the summer rains had 
caused nd movement of the soil. As one ( 
visiting grower explained it, “the rain 
water was slowed down to a walk on 
this field.” |

The Comlys reported that since the j 
terraces had been constructed three ■ 
years ago, in co-operation with Phila-' 
delphia County Agent Charles K. Hal
lowell, they had been able to use 25 
per cent more of their farm for inten-. 
sive vegetable growing than when the 
rain water was allowed to run off as it. 
pleased.

Only plowing of the acreage takes 
more time than when the field was laid , 
out in rectangles was the comment, 
made by the Comlys. Harrowing, cul- | 
tivating, spraying and harvesting are 
done just as quickly with the rows run- ' 
ning on the contour. Celery that had 
been grown in these terraced fields had ; 
been graded for market and the grow
ers present all agree that it was en-; 
titled to the fancy grade under which ’ 
it had been packed. >

Frank G. Barner, extension agron
omist, who was present at the field, 
meeting, explained that there were 
soil erosion demonstrations in each of ( 
the 67 counties of Pennsylvania, under
the direction of the Agricultural Ex- s is a deluxe hotel with all its appoint- 
tension Service of the Pennsylvania ments such as to place a premium on 
State College. I crime.”

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Thomas, of 
Frankford avenue above Linden ave
nue, celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary on Tuesday, September 
16th. They were guests of honor at a 
dinner party at which there were. 
forty-seven guests present, among 
them being Mrs. Henry Pierson, wbo 
was maid of honor at the wedding fifty 
years ago. Bishop Francis Taitt was 
best man for Mr. Thomas, but was un
able to attend the dinner party. Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas are parents of five 
children and have thirteen grandchil
dren. Mr. Thomas is a life-long resi
dent of Holmesburg and Mrs. Thomas 
was bom and raised in Bustleton. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas have been active 
members of the Holmesburg Methodist
Church for many years.

Rev. E. Boardman, Jr., Resigns
as Pastor of Macalester Church

The congregation of the Macalester I 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, of I 
Torresdale, regretfully accepted the ( 
resignation of theii’ pastor, the Rev. j 
Edwin Boardman, Jr., who had been 
with them for twelve years, to accept a 
call to the Church of the United Breth
ren, of Hagerstown, Maryland. A fare
well reception was tendered to Rev. 
and Mrs. Boardman at the church on 
Thursday, September 18th. They had 
been entertained at dinner that same 
evening and going to the church after
ward, were completely surprised when । 
they found what had been planned in j 
their honor. They were presented withI 

, a substantial purse and Mrs. Board-1 
man with a beautiful suitcasA During 
the dismantling of their home they j 
with their two daughters and little i 
son were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence E. Campbell. They left on 
Wednesday, September 24th, for their 
new home. Their eldest daughter, Ger
trude, left recently for Ashdale, Ohio, 
where she matriculated at the college 

' which is her father’s Alma Mater. He 
entered Princeton Seminary after his, 
graduation from the Ohio College, 
which belongs to the Church of the 
United Brethren. The pulpit of the 
Macalester Memorial Church will be 
officially declared vacant by the Mod
erator of the Presbytery of Philadel
phia North on Sunday, September 28th.

Many thousands of people here last; 
night witnessed a remarkable display i 
of the rare Aurora Borealis, or North-j 
ern lights, shortly after nine o’clock' —wucu uayugnt 
and lasting an hour or more. At times &roke through, and the keepers came 
the sky was festooned with numerous oack to feed their charges. Even 
shafts of waving subdued but glowing -Josephine was back to her riding ring 
light, which made the starlit sky alive taking youngsters for rides on her back, 
with fascinating bluish color. having almost forgotten about the eerie

experience.

300]Holmasburg'prison8rs Donate 6 
to Red Cross Blood Bank

More than 300 inmates of the Coun
ty Prison at Holmesburg donated a 
pint of blood each to the Red Cross 
blood “bank.” They gave the blood 
last Thursday and Friday, under the 
supervision of two physicians and 
eight nurses, according to Warden R. 
J. Beveridge. The prisoners who made 
the donations were all volunteers and 
in good health, he said. Many others 
volunteered to give blood, but the Red 
Cross asked for only a little more than 
300 pints. The blood will be stored in 
a blood bank being built up in Phila
delphia against the needs of a national 
^emergency.

Grand Jury Describes County
Prison as “Hotel Da Luxe’ (

Describing the County Prison at 
Holmesburg and the Eastern State 
Penitentiary as “hotels deluxe,” the 
August Grand Jury in its final present
ment to Judge Harry S. McDevitt in 
Quarter Sessions Court, on Friday as
serted “the inmates are provided for 
in such style and comfort as to invite 
crime to qualify for admission.” The 
County Prison was referred to as a 
“marvelous institution where the pris
oners appeared to have little work to
do and plenty of recreation. The prison

The jury, however, said the Home 
for the Indigent “could stand some 
cleaning,” and that the flies should be 
gotten rid of in the dining room.

list Wepty

From The Dispatch, Sept. 2,1921

The age of a school building is not 
necessarily a criterion of its value. The 
first of those still extant was built in 
1790 and in some respects it is one of 
the best today. This is the Holme 
School on Willitt’s road. It was once
the Lower Dublin Academy and after
ward the Hol nesburg Academy. There 
are only three deeds to this building, 
the one from Penn to his surveyor, 
Holme, and one from Holme to the 
trustees, and the third from the trustees 
to the Board of Education. Of course, 
in some respects this building doesnot 
conform to the modern requirements 
as to lighting, etc. But the walls are 
sturdy and the foundations impregna
ble. The Board of Education will elim
inate the old buildings from time to 
time, unless the Pennsylvania Historial 
Society or some similar organization 
will take over such structures as the 
old Holmesburg Academy, because of 
its association with the career of 
Thomas Holme, whom William Penn 
appointed surveyor’general of Pennsyl

ania.

Northern Lights Wake Zoo Animals
Philadelphia’s human inhabitants 

weren’t the only ones amazed by the 
infrequent Aurora Borealis display that 
was staged over the Philadelphia area 
last week. Many of the Philadelphia 
Zoo s inhabitants noticed the bizarre 
behavior of the heavens and acted 
accordingly. Said Bert Shipley, watch
man and general night custodian of the 
Sarden, "I don’t know who was more 
upset, the animals or myself.”

Visibly disturbed by the weird glow, 
the great cats in the lion house were 
extremely restless, and roared a great 
■deal more than usual.

Josephine, the JZoo’s African forest 
©lephant, trumpeted as if in challenge 
to Gabriel to start the day of judgment. 
Planted solidly on her mighty feet, she 
stood moving her great head from side 
to side in a kind of rhythmic cadence. 
She seemed to be harking back to 
the instincts implanted on her per 
aonality by generations of wild fore
bears who may have staged such wild, 
dances as prelude to wild stampedes 
through the jungle.

But all was peace when daylight

All Roads Lead to
Torresdale-Frankford

Tourney Next Week

The Torresdale-Frankford golf, 
course is in perfect condition for the i 
history-making Henry Hurst Invita-1 
tion Golf Tournament, to be held on' 
September 19, 20 and 21st, and thei 
greatest crowds ever'handled for such 
a tournament in the northeast, is ex
pected to be in attendance. Prizes total-: 
ling $7500 are to be awarded. Practice 
rounds will start on Monday next. The j 
golfers working out will have an added ! 
incentive to make expense money. 
There is a daily prize for the low prac
tice round from Monday to Thursday, 
inclusive. There will be single 18-hole 
rounds on Friday and Saturday, and 
36 holes on Sunday.

One of the largest crowds in the his
tory of golf is expected to watch the 
final 36 holes Sunday, September 21. 
Grandstands at the 9th and 18th holes 
are nearly completed.

The following outstanding golfers 
are among those who will be present:

Professionals — Craig Wood, Byron ( 
Nelson, Ben Hogan, Vic Ghezzi, Sam 
Snead, Lawson Little, Jimmy Demaret, 
Dick Metz, Jimmy Hines, Clayton 
Heafner, Lloyd Mangrum, Ralph Guld- 
ahl, Paul Runyan, Horton Smith, Jug ■ 
McSpaden, Ed Dudley, Gene Sarazen, 
Jimmy Thompson, Denny Shute, ■ 
Johnny Bulla, T ny Penna, Harry ' 
Cooper, Bobby Cruikshank, Porky Ed 
Oliver, Frank Walsh, Dutch Harrison, 
Jim Ferrier, Gene Kuns, Billy Burke, ■ 
Sam Parks, Tony Penna, “Wiffy” Cox, 
Jack Burke, Leo Mallery, Ky Laffoon, 
Willie Goggins, Leo Diegel, Joe Kirk
wood, Sam Byrd, Felix Serafin, Al 
Watrdus, Ted Turner, Charles Schnei-' 
der, Tommy Armour, Jack Sawyer, 
Bruce Coltart, Fred Johnson, George 
Fazio, Jack Grout, Robert “Buzz” 
Campbell, Walter Brickley, Dick Ren
aghan, Clarence Ehresman, Al Mac
Donald, John Scheubel, Chick Rutean, 
Teri Johnson, Bill Green, Bud Lewis, 
Paul Midiri, Ralph Hutchinson, Joe 
Capello, “Cas” Banas, Chick Hart, 
Harry Obitz, Joe Zarhardt, Joe Tum- 
esa, Jack Patroni, Herman Kaiser.

Amateurs — Bud Ward, Charlie 
Yates, Ray Billows, Dick Chapman, J. 
Wood Platt, Tommy Tailer, Willie 
Turnesa, Wilfred Behrele, Duff Mc
Cullough, John Markel, William Hynd
man, Dick Allman, William Firth, 
James Elliott, George Rowbotham, 
Harry Haverstick, Jack Penrose, How
ard Everitt.

What Do You Want 
to Know?

Limited to matters of gener
al interest. Exclude advertis
ing subjects. Sign name and 
address, though not for 'publi
cation.

HOLMESBURG TROLLEY LINE
When was the Tacony-Frankford 

and Holmesburg Trolley Company 
line built? w. R.
The Holmesburg-Tacony and 

Frankford Electric Railway Co. was 
chartered Sept. 29, 1890. The line was 
built in 1895, and the first car oper
ated on Oct. 6 of that year. On July 
12, 1910, the company was reorgan
ized as the Frankford-Tacony and 
Holmesburg Street Railway Co.

list Ywerity 
Years ^go”

From The Dispatch Sept. 30, 1921

Ten hours and forty minutes after the 
Plane left Bustleton field for Pittsburgh 
on Monday, a return landing was made 
on the home field. The plane carried 
several passengers with an industrial! 
message from the Philadelphia Cham

-Jt was t0 have land- 
ed at Schenley Park, but from the view 
of the aviator that large park in the 
eastern section of the city was totally 
inadequate to accommodate the large 
plane. Nor could any other spot be 

Pittsburgh that did offer a likely landing place. So rather 
than risk the lives of the passengers 
the return was made at once.
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SINCE 1878 The Dispatch has never missed an 
issue—every word, every thought has been towards 
advancing the interest of the Great Northeast.

This idea prevails throughout our organization 
today and to better serve your interests and the interest 
of those who advertise we have met with the Frank
ford Gazette, which has not missed an issue since 
1868.

These two established weekly papers, which have 
served the district through the depressions following

BUCKS COUNTY, before the 
white man came, was the scene of 
many peaceful Indian villages. In
dian relics have been found, partic
ularly in vicinity of Wrightstown, 
Durham, Riegelsville and New Brit
ain. Like Philadelphia, Bucks coun
ty was inhabited by the Lenni Len- 
ape, or Delaware Indians, of the Al
gonquin family, who called them
selves the “Original People.” One 
legend tells that centuries ago both

Vol. 64, No, 22. By Mail $1.00 per Year Great Civil War, through the better time that fol-
PHONE: JEFFERSON 7359
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MESSAGE TO READERS
The merger of The Frankford 

Dispatch with The Frankford Gaz
ette, which becomes effective No
vember first, 1941, marks an im- 
portant consolidation of effort on 
the part of these two long-estab
lished weekly newspapers—a con
summation which had been the 
dream of the Editors of both 
papers for a considerable period in 
the interest of better community 
service and increased efficiency of 
management.

The Editor of The Dispatch finds 
an added measure of satisfaction 
in the merger with The Gazette, in 
the fact that his training for the 
weekly newspaper field, was under 
the kindly tutelage of the late Edi
tor James France, of the latter 
newspaper. That training started 
in 1887, and continued for a period 
of over thirteen years. It was in 
January, 1901, that the writer be
came Editor of The Frankford 
Dispatch, which had been estab
lished twenty-three years before 
by those well-known citizens of 
Frankford, Benjamin C. Tilling- 
hast and Thomas B. Foulkrod.

! iowed, through the Spanish American War, through 
the World War 1 and now into the World War 2, 
have agreed upon a merger and will be published be
ginning November 7, 1941 issue, under the combined 

, names:

THE FRANKFORD GAZETTE 
and FRANKFORD DISPATCH

It is our sincere belief that the best interest of the 
people will be served by this merger. We also believe 
the distinction of being the only two paid weekly news
papers in Northeast Philadelphia, which has proved to 
be the greatest benefit to advertisers, and to bear more 
and fuller reading matter of local interest to the sub
scribers, will make possible even greater value to both.

Both papers have created a personal and friendly 
relationship with the citizens whose welfare they have 
served. They have been the mouthpiece of civic and 
service organizations, bringing before the people ail 
activities which are vitally important to the life of any 
community.

Frankford Dispatch subscribers will receive the 
combined Gazette-Dispatch for the term of their sub
scription.

With the generous support of 
the community both newspapers 
have won an important position in 
the progress of Frankford and the 
Northeast. It is with confidence 
and considerable personal pleasure 
that we ask an even greater co-op
eration with and support of Editor 
Edward B. France, of the com
bined Frankford Gazette and 
Frankford Dispatch.

(signed) Benjamin Hepworth, 
Editor, The Dispatch

October 31, 1941

Mr. Fred C. Berrien, a respected 
and honored resident of Holmesburg, 
who has been in the grocery business' 
there for many years, retired on Octo
ber 1st. Mr. Frank G. Sutphin, who ' 
has been with Mr. Berrien for over 
thirty years, succeeds him in the busi- 
nesS-With the same group of employes.

["'’Mose Larkins, who played on the. 
| old Holmesburg football team, many j 
years ago, visited the town for the 
first: time in twenty-three years. He I 
was astounded at the many changes, j 
He is now located in Texas where he 

j is connected with an oil company.

We publicly express our appreciation and thanks 
for the splendid support and cooperation we have en
joyed from firms and individuals and assure all, of our 
continued interest in their welfare. j

B. HEPWORTH & COMPANY 
Publishers

Five Italians Sentenced
for Ship Sabotage

Two officers of the Italian steam-1 
ship Belvedere, sabotaged in the Dela- j 
ware River before the Government 

| took the ship over on March 29, were 
'given two-and-a-half-year terms, and 
three members of the crew were sen- 

! fenced to 18 months in jail by United 
' States Circuit Judge Goodrich on Mon- 
| day.

Those given the 2 % year terms were 
I Captain Romano Thomacich and Vit- 
' torio Battistalla, Chief Engineer Ram- 
[ino Fonda, Antonio Godel and Luigi 
Cemovich, the crew members, got the 
lesser terms. The five men were found 
guilty in Federal Court here on June 
27.

The Belvedere was one of four Ital
ian ships seized here and in Camden by 
the Coast Guard on the night of March 
29. Earlier in the night, its engines 
and propellor shaft were smashed by 
order of Admiral Alberto Lais, former 
naval attache to the Italian Embassy 
in Washington, Thomacich said.

CHAT:

the Lenni Lenape and the Shawnees 
dwelt peacefully together. One day 
a group of women and children of 
each tribe were out walking by the 
Neshaminy when a child found a 
large grasshopper. A mother of the 
other tribe snatched it away for her 
child, and out of this small insect 
grew a terrible war which resulted 
in defeat of the Shawnees. Another 
legend holds that Temanend or 
Tamanend, great Lenni Lenape 
chief remembered today as Tam
many, who welcomed William Penn 
here, is buried (1740) on Prospect 
Hill in New Britain township. The 
legendary Indian town of Play- 
wicky is near Wrightstown.— 
(Mrs. B.)

SH ALLCROSS Residential 
School for habitually truant boys, 
at Byberry and Knight’s rd., is only 
boarding school operated by the 
Philadelphia Board of Public Edu
cation. Established in 1926, school { 
is conducted for boys 8-16 years old 
who have no criminal record but 
who require adjustment. They stay 
one year, and cost to parents is rated 
according to ability to pay, maxi
mum charge being $3.50 a week. 
Persons on relief rolls pay noth
ing. For details consult your dis
trict attendance officer.—(A. G.)

vH. Friday, October 31st, a surprise ' 
party was given to Mrs. G. 

Uhawn street, in honor of her .
M Mrs. Green well

•jteBCiis-a in Holmesburg. She has spent 
years of her 75. in Holmesburg. j 

helping to celebrate were: Mrs. '
•.£. S'rHierick, Mrs. E. Bet tin, Mrs. G.

Mrs. M. Weigbeb. Mr
A. Hayes, Mi> 

■lifts. &. Schafer, Miss E. 
"K Mr. and Mrs. R.

Betty Anne.

Mirfa Batista, the 15

rs. G. Gotr- 
K. Klemm.

Knau er, Mr. j 
M. Duerkes, ‘

..u.ioia, me i s-year-old daughter of. President Fulgencio Batista of Cuba who has been 
attending school in Torresdale, Penna., chats with 

i Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles, at a dinner 
of the Cuban Chamber of Commerce in New York.



1—Some hardware of the period has been found and used; other 

hinges, locks, latches and keys are faithful reproductions, as 

this safeguard of the old brew house at Pennsbury.

2—The brick-floored kitchen not only had this huge fire^'ace, 

but balcony sleeping quarters for the cook.

The original tract of which Pennsbury was a part was purchased 

in 1682. Buildings were erected and gardens laid out. Here, in 

1699, William Penn and his family came, spending much time in 

residence in the following two years. But on his return to England, 

the unoccupied estate rapidly fell into decay. In excavating, the

original foundations of the Manor were discovered.

iijj

5—In the brew house. Mr. Elwood Carlen. guide, explains to 

Mrs. Carl B. Watson, Morrisville, the exacting excavating that 

brought to light the original copper hoops that determined the 

size of the enormous kettles.

Those who dreamed of a fitting memorial to William Penn have labored tirelessly to re-create 
Pennsbury, Falls Township, Bucks County, the home of the Proprietor. The Manor House is 
shown above. In 1932 the Warner Company deeded to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania the 
site of the buildings and nearly ten surrounding acres. The Pennsylvania Historical Commis
sion, vested with the administration of the property, requested Mr. R. Brognard Okie to 
prepare plans for a possible re-creation, which is now well under way.

4—A view of the reproduction of William Penn’s office and the 

supply room at Pennsbury showing some of the fine cabinetwork.



Kay Buckley Featured in New Play
But she isphia back in/ 1938.

31, 
st.,

Captain James F. Climie, 
U. S. M. C., of 9221 Milnor 
Torresdale; Peiping.

Fig Tree in Holmesburg
Sir: While I have missed the most of your ■ 

articles on fig trees on account of being at I 
camp, I understand that you have made no ; 
reference to the tree at 4116 Welsh road. I 
Holmesburg. a most handsome one.

The worthy Italian who has this tree builds 
a square wooden house with peaked roof over 
it every winter to protect it from the cold.

I am interested in fig trees as I was once 
obliged in Italy to live for two weeks on 
nothing but green figs with occasionally a 
little bread (and lived very comfortably at 
that). THOMAS W. BATTIN.

■■r
■■■

3—Collecting authentic furniture of the period is proceeding 

slowly, so only two rooms are furnished at present. In the parlor, 
Mr. Richard S. Landis, President of the Morrisville Woman’s 

Club, and Mrs. Karl C. King, Garden Chairman, are interested 

in a charming old trinket box.

6—The well, strategically placed just outside the kitchen door.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hiller, Sr., of | 
lAhawn street, Holmesburg, are 

(-■Heating: their golden wedding anni- I 
xM»ary o« November 24th. Helping : 
(taw* celebrate are his five children. I 
Mcsl Clara Blatchley, Mrs. Marie Flum, 
^C&arles Hiller, 3rd, William Henry 

aotr' Mts. Reese Lynch; twelve 
tptaodeMldrai,. and one great grand- 

Mr., and M,rs. Hiller receiv
ed * ^auLiful basket of gold colored 

Mr. Hiller is a retired Arse- 
: employee, and an old Second and

Tbir# horse car conductor.

7—The office of the Superintendent of Pennsbury. Mr. T. 
Russell Stackhouse, is a part of the re-created stables. 
The original stables housed the famous Tammerline, 
reputedly the first thoroughbred horse brought to 
America. Dr. Donald A. Cadzow, Executive Secretary 

of the Historical Commission, and Mr. Stackhouse, 
seated, are deep in Pennsbury plans. There is much to be 

done in landscaping and in furnishing, but a visit to Penns
bury, now, is well worthwhile.

Answers to Queries

The Early History dF^olmesburg
Give the origin of the name of 

the Holmesburg section of Phil-1 
adelphia. ( E. R. M.) Holmesburg, 
one of the oldest of the former vil
lages of Philadelphia County, in 
Lower Dublin Township, at Bristol 
rd. and Pennypack Creek, was 
named for Thomas Holme, Penn’s 

: surveyor. Holme (1624-95) map
ped the orginal master plan for 
Philadelphia, becoming the Nation’s 
first city planner. William Crispin, 
of a family allied to the Holmes in 
serving Admiral Penn and Crom
well, receiving Irish estates and be
coming Quakers, was appointed the 
first Surveyor General of Penn
sylvania but died on the way over. 
His son, Silas Crispin, came over 
with Holme and married Esther, 
daughter of the surveyor. The 
Crispin family is thus also noted in 
the history of Holmesburg, Ben
jamin Crispin being among the 
leaders. The-Crispin Burial Ground 
Holme av., was plotted by Thomas 
Holme in 1694, and he is buried 
there. Later families of Holmes
burg include Lewis, Cope, Clark 
Bowen, Titus, Brown, Weed, Keen’ 
Fox, Toy, Rowland, Risdon, Lard
ner, Castor, Wilson, Hartel, Shall- 
cross, Peale, Chapman and Temple 
°riginaI grant of Penn to Holme of 
1,646 acres, made in 1683, covered 
site of Holmesburg. Holme was 

JmnDomted_S.urv.eyQr General April 
118, 1682 and arrived here in Junef 
following.

When “Wallflower” opened at i 
the Walnut St. Theatre on Mon- ' 

j day night, September 18, it ' 
| brought with it a local girl, play- 
1 ing before the footlights in her 
j own home town lor the first time

Miss Kay Buckley, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Buckley, of 
3441 Oakmont, st., will be remem
bered as Miss Mayfair, and later 
as Miss Philadelphia, in the At
lantic City Beauty Pageant of 
1938.

At the close of the pageant, 
this Frankford High School grad
uate, armed with beauty and 
charm and talent, and braced by 
a strong ambition, decided upon 
a stage career. She accepted a 
singing engagement at the Adel
phia Roof Garden. Later, she 
went to New York to sing at the 
Midnight Sun. In 1939, she se
cured a speaking part—small, it 
is true, but a speaking part 
nevertheless—in George White’s 
Scandals.’ Since that time it has 
been a steady, 
marked by hard 
tinuous training.

Last summer 

uphill climb, 
work and con-

Miss Buckley
played in summer stock at the 
old Lyric Theatre, Allentown, Pa. 
Stock is the hardest and most 
gruelling training for' an ambi
tious young actress, but it pays 
enormous dividends in poise and 
technique. Few make the grade 
without such a background. The 
Lyric Theatre produced one show 
a week. To the uninitiate, that 
may not seem too mammoth an 
undertaking. To the actors, it 
means rehearsing one show, 
learning the lines for a second, 
and playing a third, all simul
taneously. Miss Buckley played 
leads and second leads in such 
show's as “The Milky Way,” “You 
Can’t Take It With You”—Fred 

■ Stone played in that show—and
“George Washington Slept Here.”

Following the close of summer 
stock at the Lyric, Kay joined 
the cast of “Wallflower” before 
the Washington opening of that 

. show. A short engagement in 
I Boston was followed by the Phil-

Mrs. Climie and her two chil 
Joanne, three, and James, six, 
at 9221 Milnor st., Torresdale. T. 
were ordered home in December, 
1940, when Japanese-American re
lations grew tense. Climie was grad
uated from the Naval Academy in 
1933 and was a member of the Amer
ican Embassy guard at Peiping. He 
is a native of Anchorage, Alaska.

Kay Buckley

■

adelphia premiere. This sprightly 
comedy will then go on tour 
through Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Buffalo and Detroit, with plans 
for a long run in Chicago. It 
has already enjoyed an eight
month hit engagement in New 
York.

Kay’s part, that of the second 
ingenue, is a good one, and a 
long one. She is the beautiful 
and flrtatious Joy Linnett, 
glamor-girl sister of the quiet 
and unassuming Jackie Linnett. 
portrayed by Sonja Stokowski, 
daughter of the Academy’s white- 
crested Leopold.

It is a light comedy part and 
Miss Buckley’s charm and talent 
carry her well. It offers' no sing
ing opportunity for her really
lovely voice, but as she' 
philosophically, “You can’t 
everything.”

At 22, Kay Buckley is 
soignee, more metropolitan

says, 
have

more 
than

when she wore the ribbons of 
Miss Mayfair and Miss Philadel-

still fresh and unspoiled and gay. 
Interviewed at the Walnut St.

Theatre in the dressing room she L 
shares with Miss Stokowski, Kay 
was a stunning creature in her * 
dull brown dress, smoothly mold- j . 
ed to her tall and slim figure. I' 
She still has the same lovely bur-1 
nished blonde hair, the same i 
friendly blue eyes, the same j 
shining smile. She wore an olive i 
green turban—of the severe style ; 
and hue that can only be as-. 
sumed by youth and pure beauty?! 
Her brown legs were bare, and* 
her. toenails, peering through^ 
brown suedd pumps, were lac- i 
quered the same delicate Windsor ; 
tone as her fingernails. She car- ■ 
ried a large wooden-handled bag, 
stuffed, as are the handbags of 
most busy girls, with everything 
in creation. Her costume jewelry 
was colorfully topaz.

In her low and vibrant voice, 
Miss Buckley discussed her plans ' 
for the future.

Does she like the theatre? She . 
loves it, and everything. and 
everybody connected with it—the 
cast, the management, the stage- 1 
hands. They are, she said, a 
magnificent crowd to work with. 
She likes the show itself, and is 
delighted with her own part in it.

Playing in her home town is; 
the greatest thrill of all She! 
hopes Philadelphians will like 
the show, and her portrayal of 
Joy. It is. to Mayfair’s lovely 
alumna, all very exciting and 
wonderful.

Yes, shew ould like to go on in j 
theatrical work, until she grad-. 

i nates into solid dramatic parts. ;
Matrimony? Well—she won’t I 

say no to that—when the right I 
time comes, of course. But right i 
now what she wants most of all! 
is a stage career, and a god one. 
Yes. she has a beau. But she 
isn't engaged. Of the emotional 
side of her life. Miss Buckley had 
very little to say. Which is proof 
positive—if we needed any—that ' 
she is not only lovely and charm
ing, but very intelligent besides.!

■ •

R

■■ J



CiminoD.

Christy 
Cluss 
M. Cimeo 
A. Cyms

W. D. Corrigan 
H. Cassidy 
J. H. Candy, Jr. 
S. R. Castor 
T. W. Crusemire

G. 
H. 
A. 
A.

HOLMESBURG HONOR ROLL

1!

Episcopal Church.
Mr. Joseph H. Carpenter, prin-

the- services were held at the ____ ___
Brown School the plaque was cation by Rev. Henry E. Kauf- 
unveiled at the moment dedica- man, pastor of Immanuel

Holmesburg paid tribute to its plaque, which was visited by 
■ ' ’ hundreds, following the cere-

A. Alesi
J. Alexander 
W. Andreassi 
F. Arata
J. Avilla 
C. Avilla 
R. W. Ailes 
W. G. Ault

V. Benicasa 
A. Borden 
W. Babbing 
T. Brakmann 
G. Bates, Jr. 
H. Branyon 
H. L. Baken 
R. Bright 
B. Boroski 
V. Benincasa 
J. Bradney 
E. Black 
J. Brennan 
J. Brophy 
L. Bruni 
A. Boston 
H. E. Boston 
W. Blombaum 
C. Blombaum 
A. Becay 
G. Batezell 
A. Baker 
A. Bobbing 
J. Balzic 
J. Bonner 
W. P. Banister 
R. R. Brooks 
R. W. Bittinger 
C. Behle 
E. Brock
W. A. Bennet, Jr. 
S. W. Browne 
B. H. Bryant 
R. H. Bowman

R. M. Clark 
A. Chamberlin 
H. C. Craig 
J. B. Creighton 
T. Carnation 
H. Carr ' 
J. Cava 
J. Centanne 
H. Chapman 
W. Chapman 
C. V. Cipriani

D. Cimino 
S. Ciotti 
E. Cocci 
M. Cody 
J. Connor 
J. Costa 
G. Costa 
C. Corkery 
J. E. Carson 
M. G. Cordin 
J. A. Cuthbertson

A.
A.
H.

Boler 
Buckman 
E. Bryant

T. Carey 
H. Carr 
C. Cipriani 
T. E. Clark 
C. Campbell 
A. Caponetti 
N. Caponetti 
J. Cappella 
J. Cappella 
P. Cappella 
A. Cappella 
J. Campbell 
R. D Campbell 
J. Clark

De Michele 
J. Dove 
A. De Angelo 
A. De Palma 
S. Di Salvio 
E. D'Imperio 
D. DeMi cheat 
P. D'Imperio 
G. Dougherty 
A. Di Salvio 
F. Doberstein 
C. B. Dilks 
R. H. Dilks 
E. Dorman 
C. Dutterer 
F. Dannenhauer 
E. Deubar 
F. Dyer 
W. Duncan 
J. De Christy 
L. Dance 
W. Dankoff 
R. C. Duland 
R. Davis 
J. Dallas 
H. W. Dash 
C. D. Denk 
A. F. Davis

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my 
God; in him will I trust.

Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence.

He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings 
shalt thou trust: His truth shall be they shield and 
buckler.

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day;

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for 
the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward 
of the wicked.

Because thou has made the Lord, which is my refuge, even 
the most High, thy habitation;

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling.

Peace Afte
gallant sons and daughters now’ 
in the Ar.ned Forces last Sun
day when a plaque was unveiled 
at Frankford ave. and Hartel st.

The day was bitter and while

monies in the school.
The Brown School was crowded 

when Frankford Post junior band 
played “Onward Christian Sol
diers.” Then followed an invo-

tory prayer was being made.
Firemen from the local fire

house were stationed at the 
plaque and word was relayed to 
them by phone when the prayer 
was being delivered and at that 
moment they uncovered the

pastor of the Holmesburg Meth
odist Church, who also acted as 
program chairman. He intro
duced many notables who were 
on the platform, representing the 
civic organizations and various 
lodges in Holmesburg.

Rev. Father Daniel S. Coona- 
han, pastor of St. Dominic’s 
Roman Catholic Church gave a 
message honoring the parents of

given by

cipal of the Brown School, then the men and women in the serv- 
led the assemblage in singing ice. He said it was the parents 
of “America.” Words of wel- who made possible the sending 
come and appreciation were of the boys and then called upon. - - Mr. Stoddard

John H. Barnes, Mfs. Hornbaker, a mother with forceful speech

Robinson, who also has four boys 
in -the service and presented 
floral tributes to each.

The audience then sang “On
ward Christian Soldiers,” and 
Mr. Alvin A. Swenson, local 
member of the Board of Educa
tion, introduced Dr. Alexander J. 
Stoddard, Superintendent of the 
Public Schools, the principal 
speaker of the occasion. Also on 
the pltaform was the venerable 
Dr. Wm, H. Ziegler, another mem
ber of th& Board of Education.

gave a very 
In fact, he held
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m
Y«a, though I walk through the valley of the shadow ol 

death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me.,

G. Daminov 
T. Dinsmore 
M. Dolzanski
L. Elfert 
J. R. Erbert 
A. Ercolani 
H. Evans 
F. Esmond 
G. English 
D. Emanuela
J. Filippini 
J. Faist 
K. Fritz 
T. Ferro 
A. Finello 
E. Formica

E. H. Hornbaker 
P. Hornbaker 
C. Hornbaker 
E. Hoffman 
G. S. Hammitt 
D. Haine 
G. Haines 
F. C. Henkel, Jr. 
J. Haines 
G. Houck 
R. Heisman 
F. Hamilton 
W. Hobson 
W. Hill
W. Henry 
R. Henry 
R. Hude

W. Levis 
A. M. Lowe, Jr. 
G. LaRue 
J. Laurence 
L. F. Larr 
E. Lieber 
D. F. Lafferty 
F. M. Larkin 
W. Lynch 
J. Kernan 
J. Lynch 
F. Lafferty 
J. Lafferty 
W. Lahneman 
L. Levis 
W. Levis
L. Longbottom

H Morris
J. D. Martelock
W. Murray, Jr.
J. McCann, Jr.
P. Motley
T. F. McClafferty
W. W. Mifflin
W. E. Markowski

R. Nealis
E. Neukles
A. Neukles
F. W. Nellet
R. Nichols

L. Otinger
J. O'Brien
E. Oliver

J. Roedell
H. Robb 
J. Resse 
M. Rice 
W. Rup 
G. Redner 
R. Ridings 
R. F. Ruhland 
A. A. Reed 
E. A. Reed 
C. Robb 
D. Richardson 
A. Reinhardt 
M. A. Richards
N. Santarsiea 
R. Schaeffer 
J. Shearon

C. R. Schuyler 
M. Shuiz
E. Sullivin
E. Smith 
E. J. Sutter, Jr.

D. Tagley 
J. F. Tafel 
R. Thomas 
H. Turner 
C. Tocknell 
E. Tocknell 
E. B. Thomas

C. Uhlman 
F. Ullmer

R, Vogel
A. Fusco R. Henry W. Muntzel R. Orins G. Shiro J. Veitz
L. Faist R. Henwood W. MacDonald M. Overman R. Shuert S. Verona
J. Ferguson A. J. Humbert R. Malone J. O'Brien C. Smith P. Vertes
F. A. Fulton H. House J. Martin F. Oliverio E. Spaeth J. Von Camp
F. A. Finells J. Hollander G. McLaughlin R. Ostranger J. Stainpone W. N. Vanartsdale
G. Fratz P. F. Hausknecht A. McLean W. Ostranger E. Stanton A. D. Vanartsdale
E. Green 
J. Green 
C. Griffin 
J. Griffin, Jr. 
O. Griffin 
J. Gibbons 

~ X. Gaspar -
A. Giammaruti 
J. Gibbons 
F. Galbraith 
T. Gall
G. Gradel 
C. Griffith 
W. Gorman 
E. P. Glazer 
R. I. Goss 
W. V. Golcher 
H. L. Gombar 
F. Gallviath 
R. Goss 
B. Gurkerroz 
R. Godshall

W. Haines G. Mattingley W. Stanton
H Irwin S. F. Moore K. Paris E. Swarrick J. D. WaltonAlla A A W All 
R. Ireland 
M. Iorio

H. Morris
J. Madrigdle

A. Parisi
R. Petruzelli

J. Stallings
A. Sarandrea

G. Wilkinson 
L. Wilson

G. Irvin F. Madrigale ”, Philippini D. Sarandrea L. Wright

C. A. Jolly
A. Mallon
J. Mallon

F. Pili eri
A. Potts

T. Schimpf
J. Sloan

R. Wright
J. Wright

A. Jolly W. Mangold E. Pangburn A. Stampone R. Wright
C. Joscelyne
J. Judge
M. Jennings

D. Manuels
A. Margiotti 
C. Michaels

W. Perry 
R. C. Phipps 
G. I. Prescott

J. Stewart
C. Stone
J. C. Stone

R. West
R. D. Warnick
C. Weber

R. Jenks
E. Jones

W. Murphy
W. McGowan

R. Peter 
D. Peter

J. Strakbeck
G. Strund

D. D. White 
W. Whiteside

H. B. Jones G. McLaughlin A. Pate L. Strund J. R. Williams
C. M. Jones, Jr. J. McLean W. J. Parker B. Spiro J. W. Weaver
T. Jordan
G. Keen 
C. Kiefer 
J. Kozak 
C. J. Kugler, Jr. 
T. Keenan 
S. D. Kaufman 
J. Kelly

E. McDonnell 
P. McDonnell 
J. MacDonald 
W. MacDonald 
C. McClure

J. E. Philpott 
H. Patterson

R. Reynolds
R. Ridings

J. Stroback 
P. Seaburg 
E. Sasse 
C. Sliker 
E. Sliker

C. Woehr
B. R. Winterbottom
O. Weigand
J. R. Woodridge
T. J. Wright

H. Mitten 
W. Miller 
R. Manogue

F. Robinson
R. F. Roebuck’
R. S. Roebuck

B. Serota 
S. Serota 
A. Serota

W. Wilcox 
C. Wilcox 
W. Winger

P. Harbetz W. Morrison W. Reed A. Serota R. Walsh
R. Harbetz B. Koppe W. Morrison A. Reale W. Shaw M. Wilkins
F. Henkel G. Krout J. I. Morrison L. Reale, Jr. E. Sears R. Warnick
B. Hart E. Kennedy D. Miller R. G. Rumell J. D. Scott, Jr. J. A. Wright
E. A. Hoster C. Knorr M. Meade W. Robinson F. P. Sweigert
W. Henshaw F. A. LeNoir, 3rd O. M. Meade E. Robinson J. Sidrnan t J. Yike
N. Herrmann R. H. Linneman J. Maguire D. Robinson G. H. Senderling, Jr- H. J. Young
J. C. Holmes J. C. Lynch 

J. Labenz
P. Morrow H. Robinson S. O. Smith, Jr. D. Yacovino

A. Hackney A. Mingin G. A. Robinson, Jr. E. C. Schmidt G. Yaffe
H. Harkins W. Laudeis W. L. Morris C. Reuter E. Stanton C. Yezzi
J. Hayden R. Lautenbacher R. McCartney W. H. Roop W. Sharp P. Yezzi
C, Honold J. Lawler, Jr. F. McCauley R. Richardson G. F. Sharp J, J. Yike
C. Hutton V. Licalli D. Molinaii G. Reilly D. M. Sinclair

E. F. TimmermanG. Hornbaker
. iX—- -------------- ------- _ ' ‘ .

F. Lynn E. McIntyre B, Rosenthal N. Smith

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in Their hands, lest thou dash thy 
foot against a stone.

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder; the young lion 
and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

Because He hath set His love upon me, therefore’ will I 
deliver Him; I will be with Him in trouble;

I will deliver Him, and honour him.
With long life will I satisfy Him, and show Him my sal

vation.

his auditors spellbound. He 
spoke of freedom and said disci
pline is the price of freedom. We 
purchase discipline through free
dom.

He said that at no time in this 
war has he had any worry as 
to what the boys and girls will 
do. He is worried about the part 
the civilian population will -play.

Near the close of his address 
he was especially forceful when 
he talked about the peace after 
the war. He said there should 
be a mother at that table, a 
four boys in the service, and Mr.

clergyman, an industrialist and 
a labor leader.

He 
tired said America is sick and

of war and what is wanted 
after the war is a people’s peace 
and emphasized the fact that 
there should be -forthcoming a 
peace that will keep us out of 
war in every generation.

and

Rev. Cleveland Frame, of the 
o mesburg Presbyterian Church, 

SnnJead the 91st Psalm. He
;ed .R. the “Soldier’s Psalm’5 

that he had read it re- 
trenoh^- -tP the boys in the 

os in the Argonne in the

last World War. The audience 
ZSalm universal in 

all Christendom, the 23rd Psalm
Rev. Forrest B. Fordham, of 

the Holmesburg Baptist Church 
gave the prayer of consecration 
and R. Clarence -Campbell was 
m charge of raising the flag.

The audience sang the Star 
Spangled Banner, with the bene
diction being pronounced bv 
Rev. Andrew W. Nix, of the Mt 
Zion Baptist Church.

The Brown School was beauti. 
fully decorated for the occasion 
and a gorgeous basket of flowers j 
was in front of the speaker's i

desk, the gift of the Allman 
Nurseries.

The chairman announced that 
the committee had seen fit to take 
a Page in the Mayfair Times 
cnristmas number. Nearly 430 
names are now on the plaque and 
those received too late were read 
m^ey W1" be placed on the

Tn as possible as tn! r ? s that are reived in 
^future. A copy of the special 
edition of the Mayfair Times 
with all the boys’ names will be 
available for mailing to all the 
lelatives of the boys whose 
names are on the plaque.



, C^ia^air Thursday,april22,1943 " .... p£&7 one

'Columbia Schoolhouse is Famous Landmark
(Editor’s Note —This is the first in 

a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are ir.vited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
be featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Tinies Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-address, stamped return envelope 
should be inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will be given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.) 

j To Philadelphia historians the 
i community of Holmesburg has 
long been a wealthy source of 
material. For in this community 
stands many a famous landmark 
—each one a tribute to the 
American spirit of civic better
ment and progress.

Singular among these histori
cal spots is the old Columbia 
School, situated on the west side 
of Moro Lane, just north of 
Rhawn st. Time has taken it’s 

i toll in the appearance of this 
i building but when it was erected 
’ almost 100 years ago it repre
sented an important stride for
ward in the development of this 
community.

On March 20, 1846, the corner
stone for this building was laid 
and the following year students 
were beginning the age-old grind 
of learning the three “R’s.” Built, 
on a plot of ground donated by 
a local farmer, Joseph H. Brown, 
the school was in use for over 
50 years, until 1898, when the 
new Brown School was erected 
on Frankford ave. Throughout 

. the years this school always re
flected the broad scope of the 
American educational system. As 
an integral part of the com
munity it contributed much to' 
the development of its youth,!

physically, menially and mor-, 
• ally and its high standards 
wrought an indelible influence on 

i the widening field of democratic 
! education.

Later leased by the Department 
; of Public Safety the building was 
j converted to use as a sub-police 
I station; It was then that Colum
bia School’s interior took on a 
new appearance; Desks and 
blackboards were cleared out of 

j many of the rooms, and in their I 
। place went, the meager 'furnish-; 
I ings and iron bars that- made for 
I a different type of educational 
edifice .- . . a jail! But. the 
Holmesburg citizenry have al- 

j ways been a righteous folk and 
| in 1932 the police station was 
1 closed for “lack of patronage.”

In the meantime, Boy Scouts of 
, Troop 84, were permitted to use 
' the third floor for meetings and in 
recent years a group of players 

1 known as the Showcrafters, used 
j the first floor as a legitimate the- 
I ter. Backstage hilarities were 
I often centered about the cos- 
' turned players who used the jail 
cells as their dressing rooms. It 
wasn’t odd to see some charac-, 
ter from Shakespeare step out 
from behind iron bars and walk 
on stage. The former group, 
however, has recently acquired a 
property of their own and will 
soon vacate the old schoolhouse.

But the spirit of progress and 
! education will always hallow 
। that ground for it has been 
learned that the site is now being 
considered for the erection of a 
modern high school which, if con - j 
structed soon, will augment the 
studies of the original three “R’s” 
with a fourth . . . rationing!

FIRST A SCHOOLHOUSE away back in 1846 . . . then a 
jailhouse at the turn of the century ... it became a Boy 
Scout Troop headquarters and a "little theatre" when 
Franklin D. was first elected . . . and now is being con-, 
sidered as a site for a new high school. —Time* stuff Photos

Samuel C. Willits Was Early Local Historian
(Editor’s Not’—This is another in 

sj;ie5>of l.i torical sketches about
: men , Northe -t Ptilader.hia lan.l- 
narks which will appear in this news.
tper. Rta levs ure i .vited to co.i-
•i' nte old hhotog.-aphs or ar'icles to

)» featured In this ■eri3*. A Ure’s all I 
>’nmu>icntiois to the Tinies Histor- ,

' -al Editor. Tinies Newspapers Rhawn 
t eet • L Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
klf-a 1 .r» s. ‘t' nipp'l >-»tn-n enve’one 
hould he inclo'ed if contributions I 
e to be returned. Although special 
.e will be given all contributions, 1

■e Tinies cannot be responsible for 
’Ossi le loss or damage.)

. . . “Tne effort of this is co 
crease the mental visual line 

! those who dwell in the coun-
y district treated of, and to dis- 
'ay God’s hand in the scenery 
long the Delaware River........ ”
Those words, written by Rev.
F. Hotchkin in the preface of 

s book, “The Bristol Pike,” pub- 
uhed in 1893, might well serve 

1 preface these articles or any 
‘ lat may be written on the his- 
->rieal background of this com- 
'unity. For it has been long a 
lurce of pride to residents of 
his area that the rich heritage 
e noted and preserved for pos- 
erity.

Toward that end, one of Phila- 
.elphia’s leading citizens, a rest- 
'ent of Holmesburg for many 
’ears, devoted the last ten years 
f his life. He was Samuel C.

i Villits, whose remarkable “His- 
| ory of Lower Dublin Academy'’ 
’ 1 probably the only comprehen- 
j :ve and authoritative book ever 
• -ritten about Holmesburg and 

urrounding communities. So 
aluable is the original manu- 
cript that it is kept permanently 
1 a vault of the Northeast Na- 
ional Bank, A hand-written 
anscription, bound in three vol- 
mes, is among the most treas- 

1 red books of the Thomas Holme 
’•anch of the Free Library.
Willits was long identified with 

he interests of this neighbor- 
ood . Born in 1819 in the Nor- 
hern Liberties section of Phila-

HISTORIAN AND EDUCATOR—Samuel C. Willets con
tributed much to the rich heritage of this community.

elphia, Willits came here in. 
842 and established a mill on; 
he north bank of the Pennypack l 
'reek. It was located on a tract; 
if land adjoining Rowland’s Sta-' 
’ion on the Bustleton Railroad. I 
With hjs brother he conducted a I 
flour and linseed oil business, 
(until 1846 when he became in-'
terested in politics. Nominated 
that year for Legislature he was 
defeated and in 1854 was again

• defeated when he ran as Whig 
nominee for Council. A year later 
he was more successful, however, 
and was elected by the newly- 
formed Republican Party as the .

: first Common Councilman from i 
. the 23rd Ward.
j In 1863 Willits was named Di- ' 
irector of Public Schools and was i 
, active in many patriotic move- ■ 
I ments during the Civil War. An ■ 
^attack of pneumonia, in 1875, left'. 
'Willits an invalid and it was dur

ing the last ten years of his life j 
; that he devoted much of his time , i to the writing of the now famous i 
: “History of Lower Dublin Acad- j 
'■ emy,” a private school of which i 
he had been a trustee for many 
years. In this capacity he was 

(instrumental in bringing about 
(many improvements, especially 
(the remarking of the grave of 
(Thomas Holme with a monument 
in place of the rough, unlettered 

(stone which for centuries had 
(been the only means of identifi
cation.

Although Willits left his book j 
unfinished at the time of his 
death, it has made a lasting im
pression on those who have 
helped build this community and 
will always be a tribute to the 
memory of a man whose activi
ties were centered about civic 
ideals.

' APRIL 29, 1943



SECTION TWO

Historical
Picture
A Puzzle

(Enter's Nota—Tais Is anomer in 
a sailfls of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks whicn will appear in this news
paper. Realers are L.vited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
be featured In this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-address, stamped return envelope 
should be Inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will be given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

The historical sketch for the 
veek presents two pictures of 
'tljawn st.—past and present.

The larger of the two for a 
‘.ime proved to be somewhat of 
a puzzle picture.

Nine of every ten persons to 
I whom it was submitted, said 
that it was a view taken some
where along Frankford ave.

But real old timers did not 
hesitate to say that it was taken 
at Walker and Rhawn sts. They 
pointed out in the background, 
the grocery store on the corner 
of Frankford ave. and Rhawn st., 
now Sutphin’s, and numerous 
□ther homes Were easily identi
fied.

There seemed to be such a 
wide difference of opinion re
garding the matter that it was 
decided to take a picture from 
the same spot with the surround
ings as of today.

The whys and wherefores of 
the picture have not been an
swered as yet, but perhaps there 
are some of our readers who can 
recall the occasion of an inci- 
lent taken evidently around 
1905 or 1906.

The figures in the front of the 
larger picture are said to be 
George Henkel and Mr. Costello, 
although Mr. Henkel’s son says 
he is not too sure, that it is his 
father.

Then you will notice quite a 
stately gentleman leading the 
parade and it is said that he is

THURSDAY. JULY 1, 1943

THIS PICTURE OF A HOLMESBURG SCENE was evidently taken about 1906 or 1907 and 
was a parade that was held in the winter. It was snapped at Walker and Rhawn streets.

none other than Frank Preston. 
The basis for the picture is 
thought to have been a parade 
of Red Men, who were holding 
a big convention in Holmesburg 
and the local lodge is evidently 
going to Holmesburg Junction io 
greet the visitors. This is, of- 
course, all conjecture and if any
one has the answer to the pic
ture it will be appreciated.

What threw many of those 
off who had looked at the pic
ture was the car tracks on 
Rhawn st.

These were removed in 1927. 
They made a loop from Frank
ford ave. and Rhawn st. to 
Frankford ave. and Bridge st., 
going east on Rhawn to State 
rd. and south to Bridge, then 
east to Frankfofd ave.

It was a one-track line with 
four turnouts where one car 
had to wait to meet the other 
(Continued on Page 5, Section 2)

RHAWN STREET AT PRESENT—This photo is a scene of 
Rhawn street at Walker as it looks today.

City Nurses Meet at Iran Army Camp

Grandmother Hears Baby’s Cry
in Hawaii, 4,920 Miles Away

-Lieutenant Lieutenant
MARIE T. UHLMAN BERNADETTE B. BARROT

Camp Amirabad. Teheran,. Iran. 
Dec. 30.—Not long ago two Army 
nurses sat down together in a lounge 
of the 19th Station Hospital here 
and started to talk about the “good 
old days” in Philadelphia.

. The girls had just met for the first 
time since 1941 when both were 
graduated frorp St. Mary’s Hospital 
after completing two and one half 
years of nurse training there.

They are Lieutenant Bernadette 
B. Barron, 5260 N. 6th st., and Marie 
T. Uhlman, 7838 Craig st., who came 
face to face in October the first day 
that Lieutenant Uhlman started 
duty in the Persian Gulf Command.

Lieutenant Barron, a graduate of 
Hallahan High School, is in charge

of a surgical ward at the- hospital.. 
Her duty here began in December,! 
1942, when she arrived in Khorram-I 
shahr and helped to fight through 
bad living conditions and with in
complete hospital facilities to build 
the smooth running hospital that 
exists’at the camp today.

Lieutenant Uhlman was appoint
ed an officer in the Nurse Corps last 
March, three years after Lieutenant 
Barron’s enlistment. She was first 
assigned to the Station Hospital in 
Fort-Meade, Md., and left for over
seas duty last August. She previ
ously Rad done private duty work 
and at o'.ne time was assistant night 
supervisor at Roxborough Memo
rial Hor vital. She is a Frankford

’ vol graduate. -

Grandma Mrs. William Wilkie is 
all excited today. She heard her 
new granddaughter, born in the ex
citement after Pearl Harbor, cry 

’over the telephone 4,920 miles away 
in Honolulu.

The idea at first was to make the 
baby coo, but when she wouldn’t 

I make a sound, the daughter-in-law 
at the other end of the line gave her 
a loving pinch, and baby Joan let out 
a wail that was heard all .the way 
to the Wilkie living room in Croy
don, three miles from Bristol.

But maybe it would be a good idea 
to start at the beginning. The Wil
kies have a son, Chief Quartermas
ter Charles F. Wilkie, of the U. S. 
Navy. He and his wife, the former 
Lucille Earle^ of New York, were in 
the midst of the Pearl Harbor raid.

A few hours after the last Japa
nese bomber vanished the night of 
December 7, little Joan arrived. This 

l news came in a letter weeks later. 
But there was no other word. That 
is until the telephone company 
called, and said Honolulu would call

at 12.25 A. M. today.
Grandma Wilkie promptly called 

together the whole family. There 
was Grandpa Wilkie, three married 
daughters and three sons-in-law, 
and all the grandchildren.

Then, exactly at 12.25 A. M., the 
phone rang. It was the sailor son.

“Hello, mother,” he said. “It’s 
good to hear your voice again.”

“And how’s the baby?” Grandma 
wanted to know.

“Say coo for grandma,” Mrs. Wil
kie in Honolulu could be heard say
ing.

And then it happened! Plainly 
and distinctly came the wails of an 
infant. Everyone in the Croydon 
home grinned happily.

“I pinched Joan,” the younger 
Mrs. Wilkie explained, as everyone 
at both ends of the line tried to 
‘'talk at once.”

“You’re five minutes are up,” the 
operator interrupted.

“Good-bye, mother.”
‘‘Kiss the baby and Lucille, and 

God bless you all.”



Remember Old Horse-Drawn Fire Engines?
(EUtor’s Noto—Tins Is anotnor in 
a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are i..vitod to con- 
trii. uto old photographs or articles to 
be featured in this series, Address all 
communications to the Timos Histor
ical Editor, Timos Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-ad Iross, stamped return envelope 
should be; inclosed if contributions 
are to bo returned. Although special 
care will be given all contributions, 
the Timos cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

A fire alarm at the time this 
picture was taken brought six 
'.ively husky horses, swinging 
.hrough the stall doors in the 
rear to their places in front of 
.he fire wagons.

Harness, hung from a pulley 
□n the ceiling, was dropped to 
the horses' backs; the man at 
ffie horses’ heads quickly snap
ped collar aikl lines and the 
lorses plunged away toward the 
fire.

That’s the way it happened in 
1891 when the Holmesburg Fire 
Company was using the equip
ment shown in this photograph.

On the left is the fire truck 
which carried ladders, ropes and 
five men. On the right is. the
hose cart, carrying four reels of 
hose which-can be seen near the 
cop of the picture and manned 
by 12 firemen.

In the right background is the 
steam fire wagon. AIL wheels 
were , placed on tracks so that 
the lunging horses. wouldn't

1891, showing theINTERIOR AND EQUIPMENT of the Holmes burg Fire Company in
horse-drawn truck, hose cart and steam wagon. The six -horses were kept in the stalls 

■ shown in the background.
- ~ . . . ., .. State rd.swing the trucks into the wall or that tjme there was one 

the doors in their dash for the company of x7 men, captained
" a - ;by Granville White. Of thoseThe fire ^compa^ are now. UvJng _

ganized Apnl 1, 1891, when they Qeorge Mayberry, Alexander 
came into the present station on Lath John . Dixon and 
Frankford ave. after moving g
from the House of Correction on In 1912' a motor hose

was introduced, but the

drawn fire truck and steam 
wagon remained.

In-1921 the company was com-

James

carrier 
horse -

pletely motorized 
drawn fire truck 
when the motor 
available.

Last year the

but the horse- 
was still used 
truck was not

present equip-

Today the station consists of 
two companies, Engine; Com
pany 36 and Truck Company 20. 
In all, there are 32 men and the 
four officers, Captain John C. 
Ward and Lieutenant Charles J- 
Wei^ the Engine Company; 
Captain Henry A. Lasky and

ment was brought into use. All 
that remains now to remind us
of the 
pulley 
across

days of horses are 
lines which still 

the ceiling.

the 
run

Lieutenant George Black of 
Truck Company.

So far this year the station

the

has
covered 155 fires, most serious of 
which were the Quaker City 
Yacht, the dump fires at Welsh 
rd. and at Tacony and State rds.

Old Private School Looks Same Today
(Editor’.s Noto—TMs Is anomer in 

a. series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news
paper. Readers are i .vited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
bo featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-al Iross, stamped return envelope 
should be inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will Lb given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss, or damage.)

One of the earliest private 
schools in Philadelphia was lo- 
•ated at Frankford ave. and 
lickory, now Stanwood st., 
icross from the Emmanuel Epis
copal Church. Because it looks 
nearly the same today it will be 
easily identified by many, but 
'ew will remember that it was 
:he boarding school conducted 
?y Miss Sarah Chapman, from 
'.831 to 1875.

Miss Chapman was assisted in 
running the school by her sis- 
.ers, Elizabeth, Ann Matilda and 
Frances (Mrs’ Bourns),

In the foreground is shown the 
building that served as living 
quarters for the pupils and is 
coday the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Silis V. Weed, whose father, 
Frank G. Castor, lived there for 
□ver 40 years. When the school 
was in existence, a covered walk 
led from the house to the school 
building itself which can be seen 
at the rear.

Among those who attended 
this young ladies’ seminary were 
Mrs. George S. Clark, Mrs., Gar
rett and Mrs. John Fairman. 
After 1875 it was changed from 
a boarding school to a day 
school.

Sarah Chapman was the 
daughter of John W. Chapman, 
who was at one time master of 
che Lower Dublin Academy on 
Willetts rd. The charter for this 
school was granted in 1794 and 
became both a boarding and day 
school.

In 1806 Mr. Chapman resigned I 
| from the academy and bought1

the property of Joseph Kirkman, 
later the estate of Francis King, 
at Rowland’s Station.

Here he started a boarding 
school called Pennypack Hall. 
He returned to the Lower Dublin 
Academy in 1822, where he re
mained until his death in 1831.'

In 1834 girl pupils were al
lowed to attend this school. In 
1841, when the public schools 
were expanding, the academy 
was turned over to the public 
school directors.

ONE OF THE FEW PRIVATE SCHOOLS of the Northeast was the unapman School for 
young ladies located at Frankford avenue and Hickory street. It was conducted by Miss 
Sarah Chapman and her .sisters from 1831 to 1875. The pupils lived in the large yellow 
building and attended their classes in the smaller building at the rear.

Although the school itself is, 
no longer in existence there is 
still a Lower Dublin Academy 
organization, one of whose func
tions is maintaining the book 
fund for the Thomas Holme 
Library.



THURSDAY. MAY 13. 1943

Tacony Revives Memories of Henry Dissfon
(E litor'H Noto—This is anotnor in 
a sorins of Historical skotchos about 
famous Northeast .Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news
paper. Readers are 1 vlted to con- 
trilnto old photographs or articles to 
bo featured in this series. Aidross all 
communications to tho Times Histor- 

I ical Editor, Timos Newspapers Rhawn 
Street st Frankford Avenue, Phila, 
Solf-ad lross, stamped return envelope 

I should bo inclosed if contributions 
i arc to be returned. Although special 
i care will be given all contributions, 
j the Times cannot be responsible for 
| posci.lo loss or damage.)

A clipping from one of the 
□Id local papers date June 14, 
1888', contains a sketch of the 
history of Tacony signed “Vieux 
Temps.” Several popular spots 
of that era were mentioned—the 
erminal of the Trenton Railroad 
(now the Pennsylvania Railroad), 
the old Washington Hotel, with 
its large, cool balcony, where the 
passengers waited to board the 
trains that stopped nearby; the 
Butter-Milk Tavern, at an adja
cent wharf, which had an ample 
share of patrons.

Now the fish dinners at the 
hotel are only a memory. The 
site is covered by a Disston work
shop. Henry Disston bought an 
old sawmill in 1872, and great 
works rose from this enterprise. 
Since then, fishing and farming 
have given place to manufactur
ing, and the tall chimneys, indi
cate a busy town resulting from 
the efforts of one man.

Henry Disston was revered and 
beloved, and is still honored by 
Northeasters. When he began 
work, the prospective line of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad was being 
surveyed to Kensington. This 
line now extends down to Front 
and Berks sts. 1

When Henry Disston bought his 
sawmill along the Tacony rd. 
(now State rd.) the only de
veloped part of that section was 
east of the railroad. The Diss- 
tons wisely bought farms west 
of State rd. and toward the Bris
tol Pike (now Frankford ave.) 
and rows of comfortable brick 
dwellings sprang up on the old 
fields. Streets and stores came 
and churches arose. Young men

NO GAS RATIONING HERE—Tally-ho of Nelson Brown, of Tacony, about to start on one 
of its many delightful trips.

called the new town “Pluck.” 
Disstonville was suggested as a 
name, but aboriginal Ta,copy 
holds, and preserves fits Indian 
name. So you see, the origin 
and foundation of Tacony was 
due largely to Henry Disston.

The mills of Erben and Search 
for kntting and hosiery were 
large then, but have been torn 
down in the passing years. H. H. 
Barton had a large glue and 
sandpaper factory on the State 
rd., which later was moved near 
Holmesburg, and another manu
factory uses the building. Since 
then, however, the Barton Mill 
in Holmesburg has been torn 
down, and the John J. Nesbitt, 
Inc., organized in its place.

Among the prominent citizens

of that time were P. T. Ford, Esq., i 
division superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad; Jonathan 
Marsden, Esq., superintendent of 
Disston’s; Thomas W. South, 
Police Court Magistrate, a pub
lic spirited citizen, who owned a 
fine house near the station. Mr. 
South did much to improve Ta
cony. Nearly all the gentlemen 
named had their residences front
ing or adjacent to the park.

A feature among the more 
well-to-do citizens was horse- 
drawn carriage, or tally-ho. As 
has been said, they were distinc
tive of the wealthier class of 
people, who took great care that 
the carriages were in perfect con
dition, and their horses were 
well-brushed and shining. Per

haps the best and most envied 
tally-ho belonged to Nelson 
Brown, who had the finest stables 
along the river,, built of brown 
stone.

Many of the old inns and tav
erns may strike a familiar chord 
in Taconyites, perhaps having 
heard stories of them from their 
parents or grandparents. Does 
“Washington House” strike that 
chord? “Butter-Milk Tavern”? 
“Silver Pine”? These places 
were torn down when Disston’s 

I was organized. How about the 
“Magnolia”? This was the home 
owned by Casper W. Morris on 
Tacony rd. (now State rd.) along 
the Wissinoming Creek. The 
name was later changed to Lard
ner’s Point.

Holmesburg
May Form 
Civic Body

A “Holmesburg Civic Associa
tion” may be the outgrowth in 
the near future of the recent 
honor roll committee, which di
rected the placing of the plaque 

; at Frankford ave. and Hartel st
At a meeting in the Browr. 

Schobl on last Friday R. Scot! 
Banister, chairman of the group 
appointed Mr. B. F. Zimmerman, 
chairman of a committee of a 
dozen or so . to make recommen
dations at another gathering of 
the entire group some time in 
January.

Many important matters vital 
to the interest of Holmesburg 
should be considered in 1943 and 
it is deemed that the only way 
to make any progress is through 
the medium of a civic associa
tion. A number of prominent 
citizens not identified with the 
honor roll committee have ex
pressed a willingness to lend 
their support. ' ' ' "-'Th

A financial report was rnh’de 
4 at the meeting and a balance of 

over $200 was shovyn but the 
committee wishes to announce 
that this sum will be necessary 
for the adding of additional 
names, light and upkeep.

The temporary report follows 
and a complete report will be 
made later.
Total amount collected

to date........................ $1,031.42

PEN PORTRAITS:

Educator

JOSEPH H. CARPENTER

In the four years that Mr. Jos- 
; eph H. Carpenter has been prin- 
■ cipal of the Brown School, fol- 
i lowing two previous appoint- 
• ments at the Hoffman and Horn 
' Schools, has has proven a staunch ’ 
friend to every individual child.

Mr. Carpenter thoroughly un
derstands children, and not only 
from the angle of pedagogy, for 
he is the father of two daughters 
and has known all of the happi
ness and anguish that a parent 
experiences in raising a family.

Even though every day of his 
life has been crammed with re
sponsibilities Mr. Carpenter has 
found time to do church work in 
the capacity of choir leader; has 
found time to be a member of 
the Schoolmen’s Club; to serve on 
the Board of Directors of' the 
Philadelphia Rotary Club, and. 
work as the corresponding sec
retary for the Holmesburg Com
munity Association. He is also 

i a Past Master of the Masonic 
Lodge.

APRIL1 5. 1942

LOUIS H. FARRELL
Member of the Pennsylvania 

Senate, representing the Eighth 
State Senatorial District. Born in 
Bustleton.- He attended public 
and private schools. Prior to his 
election to the Senate in 1938 he 
was a real estate assessor here for 
21 years. Member of the following 
Senatorial Standing Committees: 
Appropriations, Aeronautics, Edu
cation, Elections, Judiciary Gen
eral, Municipal Government. Pub
lic Health, Representative Appor
tionment, Senatorial Apportion
ment, State Government and 
Workmen’s Compensation. Inter
ested in birds and wild flowers.
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Old Post Office Site Is Now a Gas Station
(EMtor’s Not'’—THIS Ir anotacr in 

a. series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks whic i will appear in this nows, 
paper. Beaders are 1 vitod to con- 
tri) utn old photographs or articles to 
bn featured in this serins. Address all 
communications to the Timos Histor
ical Editor. Timos Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Solf-ad lrosh, stamped return ehvelope 
should be inclosed if contributions 
are to bo returned. Although special 
care will be given all contributions,
the Times cannot be responsible 
possille loss or damage.)

week is one that should be fa
miliar to many residents of 
Holmesburg for it is one that is 
visited by most everyone.

The post office you see pic
tured was at Frankford ave. and 
Welsh rd. The photo .was taken 
m 1910. Rasing : there today 
you will see a gas station, the 
;ame old kind. of g^s station 
ffiat you see ’.bn many city 
corners.

The above post office was a 
juaint looking affair but it was 
identically the same as any of 
he present day offices on the 
mside. It was located at Frank
ford ave. and Welsh rd. in about. 
1900, having formerly been at 
8046 Frankford ave., on a site 
owned by Michael Ayres.

In about 1925 the Holmesburg 
office was moved to Rhawn st. 
east of Frankford ave. the pres
ent site of the Times News
papers. This was in 1937 and 
just to give you an idea of how 
the site sticks to most persons 
there are on an average of about 
five persons a day who enter the 
Times office to purchase stamps 
or mail letters.

The William Castor, on the 
extreme right, who was the post- 

j master, was the uncle of Dewey 
P Castor, who is the well known 
insurance man whose place of 
business is just opposite where 
the picture was taken.

Next to Castor is Phillip S. 
Chadwick, who was elevated to 
the post of superintendent 
on August 12, 1918. Mr. Chad-

Our historical sketch 
olaces in the Northeast

for

of 
this

KiWr

RECALL THESE MEN?—They were the letter carriers and’officials of the Post Office when 
it was located at Frankford avenue and Welsh road. Reading from left to right—Joe Nixon, 
police officer; Andrew McMonigle, William Fitzgerald, Frank Preston, Mahlon Trumbauer, 
letter carriers; F. Turland De wees and Phillip S. Chadwick, .clerks; and William Castor, Supt.

wick is the only survivor of the 
group and is now superinten
dent of the Tacony office, at 6911 
Torresdale ave.

In speaking of the olden days 
in Holmesburg Mr. Chadwick re
called that the work in the post 
office has changed vastly.

The territory covered was from 
Cottman st. to Academy rd. and 
Lincoln ave. on the north and 
south and Delaware River to 
both sides of Ashton rd. and Fac-

tory rd., the present office coyer, 
ing virtually the same ground.

One 
bauer 
riage, 
while

of the men Mahlon Trum-
delivered his 
making two 
the footmen

mail by car
trips a day, 
visited their 

mail fourconstituents with

■

*

ips, commanding officer, lookst, as

times each day, whereas today 
only t\yo deliveries are made.

So you will readily see an old 
time letter carrier was a good 
candidate for any six-day walk 
ing contest.

PEN PORTRAITS:

Chieftain

B.
on during the graduation ceremonies at the Marfa Army Air 
Field, Texas, advanced two-engine pilot school of the AAF 
Training Command. The young flyer, commissioned a second 
lieutenant, is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Christian 
Brunner,, of Torresdale.

WANTS LETTERS — George 
H. Senderling, Jr. now at . 
Iowa State College, wants 
to hear from boys he left 
behind.

Guy E. Parsons
The Northeast personality who 

takes the spotlight this week can ’ 
truly boast of being a self-made 
man. He is Guy E. Parsons, As
sistant Superintendent of Police

Philadelphia, who lives at 
* c°ttman st. He joined the 

| police force in 1917 and rose to 
;his present position through the 
; ranks, from patrolman on up.

Besides doing a man sized job 
Icolon^ he is a ^eutenant Leiv^n^ the Pennsylvania Re- 

Corps’ chief air
I has bSnen PhiladelPMa, and 
' the Pent” ,an active member of
I 03rd Fn' a National Guard.
Ivears f°r "1e past 14

b'S* »->» “K S 

L“r- Parsons' hobbies are base- 
| ball, horseback riding and fish- 

le also bowls regularly

1 George Lawrence, of Sheffield Ave., 
formerly of Walker street, received a 
post-card from his brother, Jack Law- 
ence who is a prisoner in the Philip
pines, on Saturday last. The card 
which is typewritten and checked by 
Pvt. Lawrence, stated his health is good 
and wanted to he remembered to both 
“Mickey" and “Wyn,” who are Law- 

• pence’s little cousins, “all the family es- 
.pecially Aunt Jessie and Uncle Tom 
and the neighbors." The card was 
signed by Jack. This is the first mes
sage which has been received from him

’ since the fall of the Philippines.



TERRORS of the diamond of the early 1900’s were these serious-faced 
sandlotters of Holmesburg’s Crystal A. C., shown at their field, Frankford 
ave. and Rhawn st., in 1907. The ‘‘village” was known throughout the 
U. S. for its potent grid teams before the war (Holmesburg Football Club), 
managed by Austin Greer, now 41st ward G. O. P. leader. Numbered 
among Holmesburg’s star “ringers” were Lou Little, now Columbia’s 
coach; John B. Kelly, Democratic city chairman. Hangout for Holmes
burg’s men-about-town: Jack Lawler’s oyster bar, Frankford ave. and 
Welsh rd.

ALMOST HIDDEN by a dense woods near Holme ave. and Welsh rd., is this shaft 
marking the grave of Thomas Holme (1624-95). The grove is known as Holme- 
Crispin Park (for the family of William Crispin, cousin of Penn). Descendants of 
both families still reside in the Holmesburg-Torresdale area. Other famous figures 
of the two “villages”: Adolph Borie, member of President Grant’s Cabinet; Francis 
A. Drexel, banker; late Congressman Robert H. Foederer.

PINCHED faces of undernourished, underprivileged youngsters like these (shown 
at last year’s encampinent) are filled out by good food, sunshine, at the Depart
ment of Public Welfare’s Camp Happy, Torresdale. The 73-acre camp site (once 
the J. Alexander Brown estate) was purchased by the city in 1909, used as alms
house annex, first opened as a camp in 1922. It cares for 2000 bhildren each summer. 
Other noted Torresdale welfare institution: Home for Aged and Infirm Deaf. Tor- 
resdale-Holmesburg has nine churches.

RUNABOUTS like these were familiar sights along Torresdale’s 1 
in the 90’s. Foreground, the late Jacob Prinzing, caretaker for > 
Mayor Edwin H. Fitter’s estate, “Luzon Cottage.” (Prinzing’s gran 
holds the same job at the same estate, now occupied by the Guilb 
Aertsens; Mrs. Aertsen is Mayor Fitter’s granddaughter). Other 
resdale showplaces: “Glen Foerd,” home of the W. T. Tonners; 
Alexander Mercer Biddles’ “Vancouver Cottage” (the “Bake Hov 
where I 'ead was ^ked for Washington’s troops, once f*



IN OUR TOWN
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LADELPHLA RECORD, SUNDAY,

FASHIONABLE member of Philadelphia’s family of "1000 Villages” is scenic, rustic 
Torresdale, lying along the beautiful upper Delaware and winding Poquessing 
Creek. With its older neighbor, Holmesburg, it forms the extreme northeastern tip 
of our city. This abandoned boat landing epitomizes the design for easy, luxurious 
living that was the background of Torresdale’s founding. From here the wealthy 
brokers, lawyers, bankers, who made up the bulk, of the "millionaire colony” in the 
1890’s, would board the paddlewheelers for a leisurely ride down the Delaware to 
Chestnut st. pier, an easy stroll to their offices in the financial district of that day. 
Beyond the wall can be seen the $500,000 “Dream Castle” of the late James Harvey 
Gravell, millionaire paint' tycoon, who gave away his entire fortune to his employes. 
It was once the home of Colonel Edward Morrell.

CAULKING is the order of the day at Jack’s Island, base of Philadelphia’s 
Kaa Scouts, in the middle of the Delaware, near the mouth of the Poquessing 
Creek. Above, "Stew” IngraiX; and Fred Dunkleberger get their craft 
ship-shape for the cruising season that starts next month. Eleven "ships’- 
(sea scout troops), numbering 170 scouts, use the island base. Nearby is the 
Delaware River Yacht Club, where numerous regattas are held each sum
mer. Until 1936 there was a municipal bathing beach at the foot of Linden 
st. (Pleasant Hill); it was condemned by the State as unsafe because of 
nollution.

C/Vo.27, Holmesburg—Torresdale

HOLMESBURG (population 17,000) was named for its founder, Thomas 
Holme, Penn’s surveyor general. Derivation of "Torresdale” (population 
3500) is uncertain. Some claim it stems from the Scotland estate of the 
MacAlester family, early settlers; others say the name came from the 
Torres family, Spaniards who owned a large estate nearby. The two 
"villages” were part of Lower Dublin township before the city consolida
tion of 1854; now comprise parts of the 41st and 35th wards. Old-time 
residents fear the loss of their identity to the rapidly growing southern 
neighbor, Mayfair.

t th ’S h”6 for angIers’ artists. The fans and tf d W6’Sh rd" Holme 
to the wild grandeur of the region whK it was an T^?r°Un*ng park Provide a du 
Indian name for "Drinking Place”) dla,n vlUage caUed “Poquessing

(now used as a "town hall”) - Edwin H°???sburg landmarks: The Athenaeur 
1932); General Wayne Inn (heaS^ A^ed Actors (torn
weeks ago; Washington House (now thl V? Washington’s staff), demolished tv 
(now the site of police “angeh 6 Theater)’ Holmesbu“terwor

-Uf
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Northeast Communi ties

BRIDESBURG
By EDWARD

THE historical beginning ol Bridesburg can be readilv 
traced back to the momentous treaty of William Penn 

with the Delaware Indians. This cession of land foretold 
I the early history of the neighborhood lor from that time 
I even to the present Bridesburg was known as a farm sec' 

tion. At first called “Point No Point , due to the delin' 
I 9 eating contours of the Delaware River upon approaching 

it; later this was changed to Kirkbridesburg, after Joseph
I Kirkbride, for many years one of the largest landowners 

in the vicinity. This name, however, was considered too 
cumbersome in some respects, and the people changed it 
to Bridesburg which it remains till this day. By an act of 
the Legislature the village of Bridesburg was created a

1 borough on April 1, 1848. Philadelphia in that period 
consisted of districts and in 1854 the Act of Consolidation 
was passed whereby all the governments were made into 
one. From this fact alone it can be seen that Bridesburg 
forms one of the basic parts of Philadelphia, and from its 
early beginning was interested in the improvement of its 
government and community.

Bridesburg was not only noted for its well kept farm 
.1 lands but also for its attractive mansions some of which 
I still remain in spifk of the fact that they were constructed 

' from materials brought at great expense from England. 
• The mansions were especially distinctive because of their 
I varied architecture. The “Old Wheatsheaf Tavern is 
| considered one of the most famous houses of this early 
I period. Probably one of the best remembered buildings 

■ in the community was the Old Town Hall due to the 
multitude of ways in which it was utilized by the people. 
Nugents Park for a long time was the most noted place of 
amusement during the spring and summer months.

It can be said to the credit of the early residents of 
this community that when they saw the necessity for 

J some municipal facility they gathered together and did 
g something about it. As early as 1842 Bridesburg had a 

mail route, in 1859 horse, car transportation was inaugur' 
ated, and in 1834 Bridesburg had its first railroad, and in 

■ all other municipal matters if the dates for their beginning 
■ were given it would be seen that Bridesburg was the first 
I or among the first for such innovations in the city of

MANUSZAK

Philadelphia. In their due course religion, education and 
fire protection were properly provided for in the com' 
munity. In gleaning through the history of Bridesburg 
one. comes to the realization that there were very few 
things that the early residents overlooked and it can, there' 
fore, be said that “they did their work well . This in 
retrospect is the Bridesburg of yesterday; let us now look 
at the Bridesburg of today.

From the village of farm land and a handful of resi' 
dents it has grown to a thriving community of thousands 
of citizens. Where before the residents took pride in 
being farm owners they now take pride in being home 
owners. Their pride extends to the point of having one 
of the lowest tax delinquent records in the city. Business 
has flourished here too, for in an area of a few square 
miles there are more than a hundred small retail establish' 
ments. Industry, likewise, has made an indelible imprint 
on the history and life of the community. Today we have 
such outstanding industries as the Lennig Chemical Com' 
pany, in existence for more than a hundred years, the 
Koppers Coke Company, the Warner Corporation, the 
Rcmmey Brick Company and others too numerous to men' 
tion. The community can justly be proud of such organL 
zations as the Bridesburg Building Association and the 
Bridesburg Perpetual Building Association which have 
been in existence for more than seventy years. These are 
among the most dependable in the State and reflect 
credibly upon the residents of the community who sus' 
tained such a sound financial institution. In Bridesburg 
is located the headquarters of the Polish Beneficial AssO' 
Nation, an organization that is chartered in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and Delaware, has more than 30,000 members 
and several millions in assets. Today we have a public 
school and two parochial schools, and a half dozen 
churches to meet the educational and spiritual needs of 
everyone. These and many other community factors came 
into existence because there was a desire and need for 
them in the community.

That is the reason why about five years ago the Busi' 
nessmen’s and Taxpayers’ Improvement Association of 
Frankford and Bridesburg was organized. In spite of the

fact that we paid our taxes we were not getting the proper 
municipal services to which we were entitled. We were 
also cognizant of the fact that it was not sufficient to have 
representatives in City Hall, Harrisburg and Washington. 
Sometimes such public officials become imbued with a feel' 
ing of smug complacency to the extent that they become 
oblivious to the needs of the people. It was with this 
thought in mind that the organization started its work of 
getting those things to which the community was justly 
entitled. Some of our early work was the elimination of 
obnoxious and unnecessary odors and smoke, proper pav' 
ing of streets, installation of street lights, better police pro' 
tection, elimination of the malpractices of scavengers on 
ash days, with the cooperation of the Businessmen’s and 
Taxpayers Association of Frankford the elimination of the 
horseshoe in the Frankford Creek, with the aid of W.P.A. 
trie deepening and cleaning of the Frankford Creek, better 
regulation of garbage collection, cooperation with the 
P. R. T. on .transit questions, and numerous other work 
too extensive to relate. Our greatest ambition is the con' 
struction of the Margaret'Lefevre Bridge connecting East 
Frankford and Bridesburg. Mayor Lamberton recently 
stated that he considered this bridge indispensable and 

gave instructions to proceed with all plans with the 
thought of starting construction in early spring. At the 
pi esent time plans are going forward for a conference with 
the new P. T. C. on transit improvements at which our 
representative will be present. Last year our organization 
joined the United Northeast Civic Association which is 
composed of practically every civic and improvement 
association in the Northeast for the purpose of solidifying 
all such organizations into one united front for the pur' 
pose, of obtaining the most urgent needs of each 
community.

In our organization no person receives compensation 
but gives of his time and effort for the amelioration of the 
community. In this respect a great bounty of credit should 
be given to our businessmen who have been our staunch' 
est supporters from the beginning. They realize that if 
they help to bring needed improvements to the community 
tne people will not think of moving elsewhere. Everyone 
in the organization is motivated by the thought of seeking 
those things which are conducive to the betterments of 
the community; for those things which shall make this 
community a better and happier place in which to live for 
the home owner, the businessman, and the industrialist.
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Wrardj* Talk of the Day^

Holmesburg Recalls How
Lincoln Saved a Sold ier

McMenamy Post to Furnish 
Room in Nazareth Hospital

Dramatic War Among
Industries Never Ends
You can always rely upon Horace W. Castor, eminent archi

tect, to deliver a base hit in game of history. He is president of 
the wide-awake Historical Society of Frankford and has again 
done the unusual.

I have from Mr. Castor a photographic reproduction of an ap
peal to President Lincoln to spare the life of John Wilson, a young 
Holmesburg Civil War soldier sentenced to be shot as a deserter. 
That appeal was signed by 91 residents of Holmesburg and it got 
results.

Wilson was not shot, but sent as a prisoner to horrible Dry 
Tortugas for duration of the war.

That Holmesburg Boy in Blue, aged 20 years, volunteered on 
the very first day of the war, April 1, 1861. But the military rec
ords show that he deserted at the battle of Fredericksburg, Dec. 11, 
1862, was recaptured, tried by military court, doomed to be shot. 
Then kindly Lincoln spared his life.

Many names familiar to Holmesburg were appended to that 
plea to the President for the boy soldier. There were George M. 
Castor, a number of Rowlands, various members of Wilson’s own 
family, the distinguished George H. Stuart and first on the list • 
George H. Lindsey.

The pleaders said “Wilson is quite young” and that his brother 
was then a soldier in the Pennsylvania Reserves.

Henry W. Smedley erected a home for the Frankford Histori
cal Society as a memorial to his brother. Now the energetic Archi
tect Castor is having restored in legible form the names of the 129 
Frankford soldiers of the Civil War carved upon the tall mon
ument at that place.

These wars in Europe cannot make Philadelphians forget the Z 
men who fought valiantly in the sixties to preserve the American ■ 
Union.

As a part of its community service 
program, the Charles P. McMenamy 
Post, American Legion, yesterday 
announced they will completely fur
nish a room in the new Nazareth 
Hospital, Roosevelt blvd. and Holme | 
ave.

John W. Cox, commander, re
vealed yesterday that a committee 
had been quietly raising funds for 

I nearly two months.
Approximately $200 is required to 

purchase the necessary equipment, 
Cox said, and that amount has near
ly been reached. Contributions, he 
said, will be sought for another week, 
and then the post will plan the 
presentation ceremonies.
NEAR POST HOME

In charge of the fund campaign 1 
committee is L. N. Castor. Other 
members include Frank S. Gardner, 
Franklin K. Lynam, Russell R. 
Wright. Thomas Connor and Leon
ard Williams.

The hospital is being aided. Cox 
said, because it is within a mile of 
the post home, and already some of 
the members and their wives have 
been hospitalized in the institution.

“The importance of Nazareth Hos- J 
pital in so large a community and j 
so vast a territory cannot be mini- i 
mized.” he declared. “We are only too ' 
glad that the Sisters of the Holy 

Family of Nazareth have recognized 
the necessity for another hospital in : 
this area.
SUBURB EXPANDING

“Our section of the suburbs of this 
city is stretching to its outermost 
limits and we are more and more 1 
conscious of the sad fact that had it 
not been for the construction of 
Nazareth Hospital the nearest such ( 
institution would continue to be i 
nearly an hour’s drive from many | 
points.

“We are happy to be of service to I 
the community and we shall con- I 
tinue to support any such institu- 
tion as a measure of community I 
service and Americanism,” Cox said.

Row House Protest
In reply to A. B. T.’s reference to our :

I protest against row houses, let me re-
I mind him that we Jive in Holmesburg, \ 
I not Upper Mayfair.

Our town is a residential section con
sisting of single and twin houses and its history extends back as far as Wil- j 
liam Penn.In comparison, Mayfair is a recent J 
development of solid row houses.

A 5th Generation Holmesburger
Holmesburg.

Philadelphia’s Surviving
Veterans of Civil War

Philadelphia Civil War veterans are 
a hardy lot. All are more than 90, still 
able to get around and take an active 
interest in the life of the times . . . par
ticularly the war raging overseas.

Only one death has occurred in the 
band of 13 who answered the Grand 
Army’s roll call last Memorial Day. 
The comrade who died is Charles L. 
Sherman, 5042 Walnut street.

Oldest is John S. Musser, 5142 
Larchwood avenue, who was 101 last 
December. William Jackaway, 2621 N. 
Hutchinson street, is 99. Moses L. 
French,. 313 Lansdowne road, Llan- 
erch, is 98, and still goes to Florida 

• every winter.
The other boys in blue are Dennis 

C. Casterlin, 93, of 2209 N. Cleveland 
street; William H. Dailey, 94, of 812 

'Almond street, Kensington; Frederick 
J. McWade, 93, of 4403 Decatur street, 
Holmesburg; Eugene Promie, 93, of 
245 N. 12th street; Michael Merkel, 93, 
of82 Essex avenue, Lansdowne; Rob
ert Carson, 91, of 50 E. Sedgwick 
street, Mt. Airy; Thomas J. Reynolds, 
95, of 629 Diamond street; Henry Doll, 
92, of 215 Iona avenue, Narberth, and 
William J. Baker, 93, formerly of 2338 
Fitzwater street, who has been ill in 
the U. S. Veterans’ Hospital at Coates- L. 
ville fothiseveral years.—Evening Bul
letin.

Dinner to Harvey E. Freed
Retiring Lawton School Principal,

A testimonial dinner was tendered 
Mr. Harvey E. Freed, principal of the 
Henry W. Lawton School in Wissino- 
ming on Friday evening the 7th by the 
P. T. A. of the school. This dinner 
was given at 18th and Spring Garden 

; streets and was given by the community 
| upon Mr. Freed’s completion of his 
official position as principal of the 
school.

Mr. and Mrs. Freed welcomed about 
150 guests including many former 
teachers, present teachers, school > 
secretaries, school officials, and parents 
with a number of former pupils of the < 

. school. Several personal friends of 
Mr. and Mrs. Freed were also present.

In addition to the banquet a very 
‘ enjoy able time was had by all present. 

Mr. Freed was given two valuable 
traveling bags and Mrs. Freed was 
presented with a large basket of 
beautiful flowers. These gifts were 
from parents of the pupils of the school 
and expressed the great love and 
appreciation the community holds for 
Mr. Freed. They feel a loss of this 
personal contact with their children 
but his influence will continue to be 
felt for many years in many homes. 
Mr. and Mrs. Freed greatly appreciate 
this kind expression of the community.

I Blue and Gray Veterans
at Memorial Day Ceremony

Comrade Frederick J. McWade, 93, 
of Holmesburg, one of the small group 
of surviving Union Civil War veterans 
in Philadelphia, yesterday took part in 
the Memorial Day exercises at the 
National Cemetery, Haines street and 
Limekiln pike. He was an houor guest, 
together with General Julius F. How
ell, 94-year-old commander-in-chief of 
the United Confederate Veterans, 
from Virginia. General Howell is a 
^nephew of Robert E. Lee. He and 
Comrade McWade first met at Gettys- . 
burg two years ago.

Poodle Awarded
Dog Show Prize

By GEORGE BUTZ
Another representative of the 

Poodle breed gained show honors yes
terday, when Seafren’s Acadie, black 

- standard sized dog from the kennels 
of Mr. and Mrs. Saunders L. Meade, 
of Berwyn, Pa., captured the most 

■ outstanding award at the first out
door all-breed event held by the 
Quaker City Dog Club on the 
Holmesburg Fish and Game Associa
tion’s grounds, Torresdale ave. at the 
Delaware River.

From a field of 71 dogs, Acadie, the 
Poodle, and Ruffus Russeo, gorgeous 
coated Old English Sheepdog, re
mained as finalists for the top prize. 
Charles (Abe) Swartz, of Glad- 

!Wynne, the judge, finally decided 
jupon the Poodle.
j Seventy-one dogs of 27 breeds 
faced the judges during the day.

An especially large class of juvenile 
dog handlers competed before the 
judge—Mrs. Viola Goebel of this 
city. After deliberation the first 
place award was given petite Miss 
Betty Ann Mitchell, of Trenton, for 
the earnest manner she showed her 
jet black Cocker Spaniel puppy, call
ed Prince Charming.. .All children 
exhibitors received prizes and all of 
the 27 breeds were represented in 
this interesting class.
COCKER SPANIELS TOP ENTRY

Among the early class winners, 
Tiny, a fluffy coated orange Pomer
anian owned by Mrs. Joseph Lokar, 
of Mayfair, carried off a first ribbon 
in making its debut at a show.

Cocker Spaniels paced the ■ entry 
list. The 'best male of this breed was 
Kilmar’s Pirates’ Booty, entry of Mrs. 
Joseph J. Stringer from Ventnor, N. 
J. Best of the females-was My Fuss : 
’An Feathers, owned by B. D. Rearick.

Princess Anne, a Bull Terrier, scor
ed best of ^ts breed for Edgar D. ' 
Fitzgerald, of Frankford. Fluffy, 
owned by Peter Leavey, of Holmes
burg, was named best Spitz dog in 
the match. Ah aristocratic Afghan 
hound-in-gOQd_coat condition, Lasca 
Kl^m, won ' - —c "

fiirard^ Talk of the Day
Pennsbury Manor Land
Of Geologic Interest

Why Penn Could Face the
South and Also See the River
Guests of the Welcome Society, who on Saturday picnic at 

Pennsbury Manor, will be chiefly interested in that $238,000 restora
tion. They will give slight if any thought to geology, yet geology 
was responsible in the first instance for Pennsbury Manor.

William Penn • laid upon his renowned Colonial surveyor, 
Thomas Holme, one very definite restriction. He had to find a 
location from which Founder Penn’s baronial manor house should 
face south and likewise face the Delaware River.

Try to discover more sites which meet that double require
ment and you have on your hands a Herculean labor. Face south and also face the great river.

Pennsbury does that, with thanks to a bit of geological history. 
Between Bristol, near which stands glorified Pennsbury, and Tren
ton Old Man River bends far to the eastward, forming a pretty peninsula.

Ages ago that land was on the east side of the Delaware. Then 
the mighty stream deposited there millions of tons of gravel and 
pure sand, and swept around it via an easier route through New Jersey.

That geological stunt, uncounted centuries ago, did two im
portant things. It left there perhaps 15,000 acres of what in sand 
and gravel is now a richer domain than most gold mines, and,it 
gave a spot where Penn could look southward from his front window and see the glorious Delaware.
Proof Seen in Flowers

Here is a curious fact which is an open book for botanists. 
And there are few amateur botanists who know that book so thor-. 
oughly as does Mrs. George Pownall Orr, whose home is in Berwyn.

Across that sand and gravel peninsula extends Turkey Hill. 
Mrs. Orr in her quest for rare specimens made this discovery: The 
same kinds of strange flowers grow on Turkey Hill that she has 
found miles away in those weird Pine Barrens in New Jersey.

Conclusion is that Turkey Hill really was part of New Jersey 
some thousands of years in the past. The Van Sciver and Warner 
folks, who own that remarkably rich deposit of sand and gravel in 
Bucks county, donated, as you doubtless know, the land where is now beautiful Pennsbury Manor.

I have referred to Mrs. Orr’s search for rare plants and flowers. 
Well, she has traveled from the Gulf of Mexico States away up to 
Laborador and far to the West in that mission of discovery.

Husband Orr is not only a lawyer of distinction, but an author
ity on violins. Yes, he owns some of the most valuable ones in America.
Acres of Diamonds

I learn from Henry Paul Busch that Penn went so far North 
to plant his manor for another reason. He wished to get as far 
away as possible from Lord Baltimore, in Maryland, who made futile claim for the land upon which Philadelphia stands.

ftec°rds indicate that no Penn lived at Pennsbury after 1701. 
William himself, was there then, but never again. The manor 
estate embraced 8000 acres.

In that day sand and gravel for construction purposes were 
not so valuable as they are now. Pioneers always dreamed of gold 
and silver. They found none in Pennsylvania, but walked unwit- 

genUme kin^oms of iron ore, c6al, slate sanded
were the sort of “Acres of Diamonds” so eloauentiv dp theiVowJfront dows11' WhiCh treasure-h"nters failed to see at



Firemen Heroes Saved Methodist Church
(Editor’s Note—TUls is anotnor in 
a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are invited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
bo featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-address, stamped return envelope 
should he Inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will be -given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

Old residents of Holmesburg 
may recall the afternoon on 
which the photo on the right 
was taken. If they do they will 
remember March 31, 1905, the oc
casion when the Holmesburg 
Methodist Church was threat
ened with complete destruction.

One of those who was on the 
scene at the time the fire broke 
out was Walter Batezel, 3327 
Rhawn st., who was only 9 years 
of age and at present is one of 
the active officials of the church.

Batezel, a mere youngster, nat
urally was thrilled with the fire 
the same as any 9-yea'r-old of 
today would be.

He recalled the circumstances 
just as if it happened yesterday.

“I had been sent by my 
mother to Peter Held’s old tailor 
shop, which was where Formica’s 
store is now located. I was stand
ing in front of Fred Kramer’s old 
store.. Walking up the street 
came Policeman Joe Nixon and 
in the opposite direction Ser
geant Leonard, who was making 
his customary rounds. He was 
coming to meet Nixon and all of 
a sudden Nixon looked up and 
saw the church on fire.

“Run, Joe, run,” shouted the 
sergeant and Joe made it in rec
ord time to the firebox in front 
of the old post office and pulled 
the alarm.

“It seemed like only seconds 
before the clanging fire engines 
were on the scene and Captain 
Colgan and his boys of Engine 
Company 36 were quick at work. 
The captain apparently felt ap
prehensive about the fire, for he 
did not hesitate a moment and

quickly pulled the second alarm, 
which brought to the scene en
gines from all over the North
east, section of the city.

“Flames were shooting from 
all sides of the wooden roof and 
the entire structure seemed 
doomed as a strong wind was 
fanning the dried-out timbers.

“But it was through the her
culean efforts of the firemen that 
the flames were soon under con
trol and the damage was esti
mated only a trifle above $3,000.”

At the time the fire was going 
on, members of the church stood 
about and bemoaned the loss of 
their church home. One of the 
civilians who took an active'

AFTER THE BLAZE DIED DOWN—Holmesburg Methodist Church after the fire of March 31, 
1905. In the foreground can be seen the pastor of the church, Rev. Edward H. Hoffman.

hand was Stanley Ellis, who had 
a hankering for attending fires. 
He later moved to Los Angeles 
and became, jl^headjpf the Fire 
Department there."Fle"was killed 
while going to a blaze in the 
chief’s car.

Just to give an idea of how 
well the firemen did their work 
on the occasion the almost new 
pipe organ which had been in
stalled in 1901 was not even 
seared and is just as good today 
as are the wooden pews in the 
church which were damaged 
very little.

. The pastor at the time of the 
fite was Rev. Edward H. Hoff
man, the father of Rev. Enoch

Hoffman, who was a pastor of, 
the church 1909-1912.

One of those who stood in
tently watching the flames as 
they were raging was Rev. T. 
Kirkpatrick, who was the pastor 
from 1881-83. He heard of the 
fire and came from the House of 
Correction, where he was sta
tioned, to the scene.

As he watched he said, “Well, 
we praise God for everything. 
Let us praise him for the fire, 
for all things work together for 
the good to those who love the 
Lord.

And these words came true, for 
he was one of those who worked

(Continued on Page Five'*

William J. (left) and Henry C. Reichert, hosemen with Engine Company 36, 7818 Frankford av., 
Holmesburg, are the only twins among Philadelphia’s 22,600 city-county employes

\Twins Follow Their Father 
\Now Fight Fires Together

Only Known Pair Among 22,600 City-County Employes 
Put in Spotlight Anew By Sunday Bulletin Contest

Here’s another story about 
twins you should know. Ten, 
pictures of other twins will ap
pear in next Sunday’s Bulletin 
and each succeeding Sunday' 
until August 15. Each picture 
is that of a twin. Collect all the 
pictures and then match them 
by pairs. Your skill' in correct
ly matching each picture with 
its corresponding twin deter
mines whether you win the 
$5,000 first.prize or any of the 
hundreds of other cash prizes 
offered in next Sunday’s Bul
letin,
When the fire bell clangs in the 

old red brick firehouse at 7818 
Frankford av.. Holmesburg, it’s a 
three-alarm summons to the Reich
ert family and the only known 
twins among Philadelphia’s 22,600 
city-county employes.

Stationed together at the fire
house arb William G. Reichert, spry- 
veteran of 30 years’ service as a 
“smoke-eater,” and his 39-year-old 
twin sons, William J. and Henry C.

The father is a ladderman with 
Truck Co. 20 and lives with his 
wife in • the same two-story house 
at 7775 Jackson st. where the twins 
were born August 20, 1908. The
brothers are hosemen with 
Co. 36,' whose pumper Bill 
drives to fire.
Lives Next Door to Parents

William, called “Toby”

Engine 
usually

The twins* remarkable similarity,'] 
the unusual circumstance of iden- ’: 
tical brothers following so closely!' 
in their father’s footsteps and'the ,' 
[proximity of their homes has made: 
I the Reichert menfolk neighborhood 1' 
celebrities for years. But commun-; 
ity enthusiasm over The Sunday ■ 
BuIUetin’s Match the Twins Con-: 
test put them in the spotlight to- ■ 
day as objects of more interest' 
than the usual small boys’ hero i 
worship of fire-fighters.
Thousands Find It Fun

Since the contest started last I 
Sunday, thousands’ of competitors! 
for the $5,000 first prize — with | 
other awards the prizes total $15,- 
000—have discovered that pairing 
pictures of twins is as much fun 
as the Reichert brothers have by 
befuddling their friends.

Henry is slightly shorter than 
William and 18 months overseas as 
a combat infantryman in Italy 
made him somewhat thinner, too. 
But even his nieces, and nephew, 
seeing him without his twin, some
times mistake him for “Daddy Bill.” 
And at Frankford High School, 
when the Reichert twins were stu
dents there, their English teacher 
flunked Henry and passed William

by fel-
low firemen, lives next door to his 
parents at 7777 Jackson st. He and 
his wife have three children, two 
girls and a boy. Henry, the young
er brother by 15 minutes, is mar
ried but childless. He and his wife 
own their 15-room house at 4400 
Decatur st., just around the corner 
from the rest of the family.

in an accidental mix-up in marks 
that remains on the record books 
to this day.

The brothers even make the same 
grimaces when playing vollex ball 
together on a court behind the fire
house.

There’s nothing strenuous enough 
to make you grimace over the new 
game of match-the-twins in The

^Hetin. If you missed the! 
fust ten pictures last Sv.ndav look ! 
for them in next Sunday’s Bulletm along with the second s4 of nho r 
graphs p the 12-w^^^
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Many of These Sandlotters
(Editor's Notn—TiKs la anotJior in 
a sarins of Historical sketches about 
famous Northenst Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this nows, 
paper. Readers are invited to con- 
tri: uto old photographs or articles to 
be featured in this sorias. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical. Editor, Timos Newspapers Rhawn 
St net at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Solf-addross, stamped return envelope 
should be inclosed if contributions 
are to bo returned. Although special 
erre will be given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possi;.lo loss or damage.)

Holmesburg has had its Aces, 
Spades and Vagabonds, but 
how many can recall the Cres
cents, a crackerjack baseball club 
composed of youngsters, rang
ing from 10 to 13, and who 
played almost every day on 
Craig st. north of Welsh rd., 
alongside of Wagner’s laundry.

Well, if you ever watched the 
Crescents you will recall that 
the diamond was not like the 
regulation ones which the kids 
of today demand and you will 
also note the uniforms of the 
youngsters. However, for the 
Crescents it must be said that 
when the above photo was taken 
they were just pick-ups but later 
they all wore regulation blue 
uniforms.

And what uniforms. They cer
tainly received no guarantee 
with them for the players re
called that when it rained the 
dye all ran over them and a 
game played in the rain was a 
nightmare for the boys.

Everyone in the photo is liv
ing with the exception of Hugh 
Charnley, who passed away 
three weeks ago.

The youngsters played every 
day and while no one has any 
record of the games they won a 
number of Old Timers, who re-

CRESCENT BALL TEAM—These boys were Holmesburg's pride and joy around 1910 when 
this picture was taken. The photo shows bottom row, left to right: Arthur Wagner, Wallace 
McCrane, Harry Wagner, and Allan Woodside. Back row: George Hall, Wallace Reeder, 
Dewey Castor, Hughey Charnley, Albie Whiteside and Raymond Kramer.

call their feats, say it was one 
of the best kid teams they ever 
saw in action. Three or four 

j later became semi-professional 
stars.

The baseball they used. Well, 
they took turns in providing a 
rocket that cost 25 cents and 
they did not have a new one at 
the start of every game either.

The third figure in the back 
row is Dewey Castor and one 
old Holmesburg fan was really

thrilled at this photo for he said 
Dewey had on the same old 
rubber collar he always wore. 
Evidently, Dewey had no ter
rors for the laundries that today 
refuse to launder collars for all 
Dewey had to do every morning 
was to take a wet cloth and 
his collar was nice and new 
again.

Perhaps you would like to 
know where all these “boys” 
now are. Arthur Wagner, the 
shortstop, lives at 3321 Guilford 
st., and is employed at the R. 
C. A. Wallace McCrane, right- 
fielder, resides on Primrose rd.,

Torresdale, and is a superinten
dent at the Electric Storage Bat
tery Company. Harry Wagner, 
who also resides at 3321 Guil
ford st., is an accountant and 
Allan Woodside, a former suc
cessful stock broker, is now in 
poor health.

For the back row, George 
Hall, an auto mechanic, resides 
in' North Philadelphia; Wallace 
Reeder, is employed in the city 
survey department and lives in 
West Philly; Dewey Castor, in
surance and real estate broker, 
Frankford above Rhawn st., lives 
at 3321 Rhawn; Hugh Charnley, I

as mentioned above, passed 
away three weeks ago and be
fore his death was a watchman 
for the Howarth Piveted Bear
ings Company; Albie Whiteside, 
second baseman, lives in the j 
Northeast and Raymond Kramer, | 
the first baseman, is an official I 
in the survey department of the; 
city and lives at 1713 Dyre st., 
in Frankford.

The photo was taken by Kra
mer’s father, who lives on Welsh 
rd. east of Frankford ave., and 
who has taken ' hundreds of 
photos of familiar sectional ac- 
tivities.

Frankford House Becomes Shrine

Friday, October; 10, 1947 MAYFAIR TIMES D .Little House in Orchard St.Page 3|

Plays Part in S & L History 
j to note the reservation that no i lection with the dedication ■ loans were to be made for build- : nmlv w-----

In connection with the dedication 
of the Comly Rich House at 4276 
Orchard st., which will be dedicated 
as the National Shrine of the build
ing and loan associations of this 

: country, the Historical Society of 
Frankford, has prepared an histo- 

[ rical account of the quaint house. 
I It reads as follows:

IOne of the treasured exhibits of ; 
the Historical Society of Frankford 
is an etching which hangs in the 

“staircase wall. It is only a modest 
frame house. No. 4276 Orchard st.— 
but it has the distinction of being I 
the first house in this country on ; 
which a building association mort- ' 
gage was secured.

_ ~/e to be made for build
ing houses' at a greater distance 
than five miles from Frankford.

An etching by Manfred Medeck, of the Comly Rich Home, first 
• house ever bought in the United States with a loan from a savings 

! and loan plan. Rich, a village lamplighter, purchased the house in 
। 1831- It still stands at 4276 Orchard st. It will be dedicated as a 

• I historic shrine during the convention of the Pennsylvania Savings 
j and Loan League, Oct. 16-17-18 in Philadelphia.

I On Jan. 3, 1831. a number of well 
J known citizens *of Frankford met at 
I Thomas Sidebotham’s public house. 
| now No. 4219 Frankford ave.. and j formed the first building association 
j in the United States, the Oxford 
: Provident Building Association. The ! purpose of the organization, as set 

। for in the call to the meeting, was 
1 to enable working men to build or 
purchase homes. Frankford was a , 
village of about 2000 inhabitants' It 
was, even then, a manufacturing 
community, and it was very easy 
for the working man to spend a 
large part of his weekly wage on 
his way home, and have nothing to 
show for it.

Forty members signed the consti
tution, enrolled their names, and 
subscribed for shares. Thirteen were 
elected trustees and in furtherance 
of their unselfish purpose, they 
served without compensation, and 
were even fined 25 cents for every 
meeting missed (except in case of 
illness or domestic affliction). The 
secretary and treasurer were fined 
50 cents for absence, also any mem- j 
ber appearing at a meeting intoxi
cated was fined. It is to the credit ! 
of the community that no mention 
of the latter delinquency is noted ■ 
on the record, but many were the 25 i 
cent fines imposed: It is interesting j;

The constitution and bylaws, pre- ! 
served in full in the minute book, j 
another valued possession of the so- I 
ciety, apparently served as a model I 
upon which all later building as- ; 
sociations have been constructed, j 

; the points of difference between 
| them and that of a modern building ; I association being few.

The first president was Isaac I 
Whitelock, a lumber merchant, who I 
served many years as burgess. The ' 
first secretary was Isaac Shallcross, i 
a surveyor who made the first plan I 
of the town’s streets. He later be
came surveyor for Philadelphia 
County. The first treasurer was 
Samuel Pilling, one of Frankford's 
.early manufacturers of calico. The . 
secretary received $15 a year for . 
his services though it was increased 
to $20 a few years later. The trus- • 
tees were ■ Isaac Whitelock, Jere- . 
miah Horrocks, Peter Buckius, Ja
cob Deal, James Wright. Joshua 
Cooke, Jesse Y. Castor. Alfred C. I 
Jones, Abram H. Duffield,' Thomas j 
Pendlebury, Henry P. Shoch, Thom- | . 
as Sidebotham and Francis Deal. ! 
The list of stockholders includes I 
names of men who served the :
community well in every movement 
for the public good, and whose de- ! 
scendants are still active in build- j 

. ing association and civic affairs. |
The building association move- 1 

ment, or the Building Club, as it c 
was then and is still called, spread 
throughout the United States 
rectly from the seed sown in 
Frankford, increasing in popularity I 
and usefulness with each succeed- : 
ing year. The United States League ■ 
was organized in 1893. Its slogan. 
“The American Home, the Safe
guard of American Liberties,” be
came very popular.

Marking the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of the Oxford Provi- -- - . ...... J- ’' "•
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The Centre of the Town Almost a Century Ago
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Athenaeum Hall Served Town 
as Social, Cultural Centre

By ELSIE LINDEMAN
The industry of a shovel handle 

manufacturer, who worked late at 
eight, was responsible in part for 
the erection of Athenaeum Hall, 
the building which is now the home 
if the Times Newspapers, at 8033 
Frankford ave.

James Prouty, the energetic mak
er of shovel handles, was located 
on Welsh rd., near Main st. (Frank
ford ave.). On the second floor of 

this place"of business was a room 
which he rented for club meetings. 
Both the Odd Fellows of Mystic 
Lodge and the Holmesburg Division 

• [ of the Sons of Temperance met 
there. When_at last the men could 

I no longer conduct their sessions be
cause of frequent interruptions by 
Mr. Prouty and his aides, who 
must have made shovel handles 
night and day, the two societies 
called “quits,” and moved out.

Together with the American Me- 
| - chanics, another group in need of 

a meeting place, tjiey began a sub
scription to raise funds, for the 
building . of' a community hall, in 
which' the town’s organizations 
could , meet, and lectures and other 
public affairs be held. The Holmes- 

i burg Athenaeum Association was 
incorporated by the Legislature in 
1850. Incorporators were George' 
Fox, J. W. Wheatland, Jackson P 
Comly,' Simmons H. Barrett, J. H. 
Ingham, M.D., Lewis Shallcrbss. 
Thomas Helveston, Jacob Water-. 

! man, Charles Hillborn, John Fin
layson, Charles McNeal .and Chris
topher Coon. The charter, provided

For some time the Northeast Na
tional Bank maintained its book
keeping department in the Aathe- 
naeum.

In 1944 the building was pur
chased to house the edi
torial and business offices and the 
mechanical departments of the 
Times Newspapers. The Athenaeum 
has truly served the community 
in diverse ways, and it is hoped that 
as the home of the Greater North
east’s largest and fastest growing 
weekly newspapers, it may con
tinue to do so.

| Stuj! and Nonsense J
There are other letters accus

ing me bitterly of sabotaging the 
improvement of Pennyp^ck 
Creek. It is pointed out that 
Senator Myers’ bill intends no 
deepening of the waterway 
beyond Frankford avenue. “F or 

your information,” 
writes Harry J. Mc-( 
Gough, Jr., “I wish 
to point out the ne
cessity of dredging 
the Pennypack. The 

population of this city is shifting 
toward the northeast and recrea
tional facilities are among the 
requirements of any community. 
The Pennypack project will ac
commodate thousands of people 
and will provhte'splendid oppor
tunities for young and old sports
men ... Incidentally, when Queen 
Victoria was presented with a 
painting of the Delaware, as 
viewed from Torresdale, she was 
so impressed with,its beauty she 
expressed a desire to see the 
scene in person.”

It is not quite clear how Queen 
. Victoria got into this. She is not 

a member of the Pennypack Im
provement Association, which 
will meet on January 23 at the 
Thomas Holme Free Library, in 
Holmesburg, and probably pass 
a vote of censure on this depart
ment. In anticipation, I offer the 
feeble defense that I protested 
the improvement of the Penny
pack only in the area between 
Walnut Hill and Hatboro. I do 
not object to its dredging below 
Frankford avenue, provided this 
does not mean that all the water 
will run out of the rest of it and 
leave us high and dry in a val
ley full of dead fish and pebbles.

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth 
in a series of historical sketches

iFrankford Once Was Knowr
AsVillage of Beautiful Vistas

X that capital stock was. not. to ex
ceed $6000. and the price of the 
shares Was to be $5 each. The town
hall, the Athenaeum, was erected 

! that same year, ‘ with Odd Fel- 
; lows’ ■ William Enoch doing the
stone work, and George Fetter, the 

' carpentry.. The lodge met -for the 
first time in the new building on 
Oct. 12, 1850. Town meetings, balls, 
dinners, lectures ai^d all kinds of 
community and social affairs were 

_ held at the' new building, which be-

they were entertained at supper, al
though it was late- night. A gala 
program had been arranged, since 
the veterans'were expected earlier, 
in the.day, but this had to be aban- 
doned<\

In 1867, a group of. citizens, of 
the town, feeling the heed for a 
cultural organization, .as well as so
cial ones, founded the Holmesburg 
Reading Room and Library Associa
tion. Dr. W. Scott Hendrie was 
elected its president;' and Robert 
Crispin, librarian. The association 
occupied the main room of the Ath
enaeum, and in a few short years 
had collected piore than two thou
sand books, and considerable furni
ture to make the library a fine one 
of its kind.

It remained the Holmesburg Li
brary Co. until 1889, when the trus
tees of the Lower Dublin Academy’ 
purchased the Athenaeum building 
and the library’s books and furni
ture, and continued its operation. 
The library later, about the turn 
of the century, became part of the 
Free Public Library system of the 
city of Philadelphia, known as the 
Thomas Holme branch, since it was 
from a bequest in that man’s will 
for. education that the Academy, 
purchased the library.

In 1873, additions were made to 
the rear, and side of the building at 
a cost, of $8000 by John Enoch, also 
an Odd Fellow. Appropriate dedi
cation ceremonies were held to 
mark the completion of the enlarg
ed Athenaeum.

During these years the basement 
floors, .of the building under the li
brary were used by various mer
chants .’ofi the- town for shops. In 
the picture shown.is a barber shop 
jperatdd 'by ia Robert Jones, and a 
candy^tobacco and soft drinks ston 
by Buck. Flynn. The picture is from 
'he collection of Edwin Y. Montan- 
ye, 8018 Crispin st.

Rumor has it that a' small room 
behind the barber shop-was usee-

Many items of unusual inter- 
, est are to be found in the early 
i minutes of the Hostorical Society 
I of Frankford. The following ac- 
I count is based entirely on glean- 
i ings from the minute book of 
the society for the year 1905, 
kept by Miss Eleanor E. Wright,
the first secretary.

The first item is an 
ment found in the 
Weekly, of December

advertise- 
American 
22, 1724,

which reads, “Hereafter, a four- 
wheeled chaise will leave the 
Three Tuns on Chestnut' st) each 
morning for Frankford and Ger
mantown. The chaise will ac
commodate four persons and 
those intending to travel should 
take-care to be booked for seats,
Fare to Frankford is 
ings. To Germantown 

। ings 6 pence.”
Next we find that Dr.

10 shill-
12 shill-

William

came the hub of th& town’s social 
life. I

l is the town lockup, especially on 
_ Saturday nights, when the gay 

i ■ blades of the town became irre-
One of its gayest fetes was cele- sponsible after too much’ tipolinp 

brated at the close :of the Civil War 3t local taverns. Although some 
when the.volunteers who had serv- of the old-timers profess this to.be 
ed„ three years in the field with the h'uth, no written proof could be 
Army returned to Holmesburg. found.
They were met on the borders of1 Anbthor. wing of the building was 
the village (many old-timers say used by W. F. Knott, who published 
this was Bridge st.) by the lodge ’he Holmesburg Gazette during the 
and many residents of the town. Civil War and for some time there-
and escorted under a. triumphal . after.
arch erected at Frankford ave. and The first bank in Holmesburg
Rhawn st.,-to the Athenaeum, where ’’he Holmesburg Trust Co., purchas-

—. ed the building in 1907, and com
pletely remodeled the first floor to 
Provide banking facilities for the 
community. It remained there until 

j 1929, when it moved to Frankford 
j ave. and Rhawn, now the Naylee 
I Chemical Co.

B. Dixon reported that he. had t 
in his possession a. mirror which ’ 
had come down through his fam- j 
ily as an heirloom’. One day it 
fell and was broken and betvveen i 
the back boards he found an old I
undated newspaper, which con- 
taihed the following item of J
news: President Madison and

cacies the fashionable people of 
Philadelphia drove out here in 
numbers and continued on to 
Frankford, where the rows of 

It Lombardy poplars lined both 
sides of Main st., gaining for it 

। the name “the village of beauti- 
। ful vistas.”
I Rev. Rush S. Eastman, of Tor- I 
I resdale, related a story told him 
I by . Lewis Gibbons, of Holmes
burg, of the journey of General 
Lafayette through the country in 
1824. While on his way from 
New York tq Yorktown follow
ing the route of Washington’s 
army, he stopped at an old log 
house at Collegeville for a drink 
of water. This house is supposed 
to have been built by ;the Swedes 
one o^ many erected., by them at 
intervals to define the boundary 
of their territory. When La
fayette reached Holmesburg1, the 
citizens generally’ were 'intro-I 
duced .to him. He inquired of 

men if thcy were married.
If the reply was in the affirma- 

। tiye^he would say, “Happy man, 
I happy man,” if in the negative

W?S’ “HaPPier manI happier mam” '

1 his. family have gone north from j 
Philadelphia about six miles to ; 
Harrowgate to spend a . month 
drinking the waters and recuper
ating from the fatigue of the 
winter'and spring, at this well- • 
known hostelry.” t

Dr. Dixon stated that few who | 
pass by this spot on the. trolleys | 
know or can imagine the beauty 
of 'this place a hundred years 
earlier. Besides being famous 
for its medicinal springs it was 
also noted as a place of enter
tainment and famous in its time 
for its dishes of rhubarb and 
cream and strawberries and 

1 cream. To partake of these deli-

Mr. -Watson Dewees reminded 
l!he society of a proposition made
soon after the establishment of 
the Federal government at the 
close of the Revolutionary War 

i ™akTeT Germantown the capital 
i of..t.he Uriited States. This prop- 
‘ ThnT^^8 10St by One v°te. 
’ Sint ; rankford camG close to 

H^ghbor or a sub- 
uib of the national capital.
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Athenaeum Hall Served Town 
as Social, Cultural Centre

For some time the Northeast in a-

no\ hose

Stuff and Nonsense

By ELSIE LINDEMAN
The industry of a shovel handle 

manufacturer, who worked late at 
. . night, was responsible in part for 

the erection of Athenaeum Hall, 
A the building which is now the home 

if the Times Newspapers, at 8033 
L”. Frankford ave.

James Prouty, the energetic mak- 
■ ar of shovel handles, was located 

g® on Welsh rd., near Main st. (Frank
ford aveJ. On the second floor of 

’ his place of business was a room 
which he rented for club meetings. 

■A Soth the Odd Fellows of Mystic 
: Lodge and the Holmesburg Division 

of the Sons of Temperance met 
■ there. When_at last the men could 

no longer conduct their sessions be
cause of frequent interruptions by 
Mr. Prouty and his aides, who 
must have made shovel handles 
night and day, the two societies 
called “quits,” and moved out.

Together .with the American Me
chanics, another group in need of 
a meeting place, t|iey began a sub
scription to raise funds for the 
building . of ’ a community hall, in 
which the town’s organizations 
could.rneet, and lectures and other 

. , public affairs.be held. The Holmes- 
‘ ; i burg Athenaeum Association was 

incorporated by the. Legislature in 
1850. Incorporators were George’ 
Fox, J. W. Wheatland, Jackson P 
Comly, Simmons H. Barrett, J. H. 
Ingham, M.D., Lewis Shallcrpss. 
Thomas . Helveston, Jacob Water-, 

, man, Charles Hillborn, John Fin- 
■ layson, Charles McNeal ..and Chris- 

! topher Coon. The charter , provided 
'. that capital stock was. not. to ex

ceed $6000. and the price of the 
shares was to be $5 each. The town 

' . hall, the Athenaeum, was erected 
। that same year, • with Odd FeL 
; lows’ • William Enoch doing the 
> stone work, and George Fetter, the 
: carpentry.. The lodge met -for the 
first time in the new building on 
Oct. 12, 1850. Town meetings, balls, 
dinners, lectures ai^d all kinds of 
community and social affairs were

they were entertained at supper, al
though it was.late pt night. A gala 
program had been arranged, since 
the veterans' were expected earlier 
in the,day, but this had to be aban
doned? :

In 1867, a group of. citizens, of 
the town, feeling the heed for a 
cultural organization,das well as so
cial ones, founded the Holmesburg 
Reading Room and Library Associa
tion. Dr. W. • Scott Hendrie was 
elected its president,' and Robert 
Crispin, librarian. The association 
occupied the main room of the Ath
enaeum, and in a few short years 
had collected inore than two thou
sand books, and considerable furni
ture to make the library a fine one 
of its kind.

It remained the Holmesburg Li-

tional Bank maintained its book
keeping department in the Aathe- 
naeum.

In 1944 the building was pur
chased to house the edi
torial and business offices and the 
mechanical departments of the 
Times Newspapers. The Athenaeum 
has truly served the community 
in diverse ways, and it is hoped that 
as the home of the Greater North
east’s largest and fastest growing 
weekly newspapers, it may con
tinue to do so.

brary Co. until 1889, when the trus- '
tees of the Lower Dublin Academy 
purchased the Athenaeum building 
and the library’s books and furni
ture, and continued its operation. 
The library later, about the turn 
of the century, became part of the 
Free Public Library system of the 
city of Philadelphia, known as the 
Thomas Holme branch, since it was 
from a bequest in that man’s will 
for. education that the Academy, 
purchased the library.

In 1873, additions were made to 
the rear, and side of the building at 
a cost of $8000 by John Enoch, also 
an Odd Fellow. Appropriate dedi
cation ceremonies were held to 
mark the completion of the enlarg
ed Athenaeum.

During these years the basement 
floors, .of the building under the li
brary were used by various mer
chants ’of the town for; shops. In 
the picture shown.is a barber shop 
operated b'y’a Robert Jones, and a 
eandy^tobaeco and seft drinks stort 
by Buck Flynn. The picture is from 
‘he collection of Edwin Y. Montan - 
ye, 8018 Crispin st.

Rumor has it that a' small room 
behind the barber shopj was usee

- held at the’new building, which be- I ls the town lockup, especially or 
came the hub of the,, town’s social Saturday ’ ' ' 
life. ■ ilndpc rd

I

J nights, when the gay 
fiades of the town became irre- 

. One of its gayest fetes was cele- sponsible after too much' tipolinp 
brated at the close .of the Civil War the local taverns. Although some 
when the.volunteers who had serv- of the old-timers profess this to.be 
ed„ three years in the field with the truth, no written proof could be 
Army returned 'to Holmesburg. ; found.
They were met on the borders of ! Another,wing of the building was 
the village (many old-timers say used by W. F. Knott, who published 
this was Bridge st.) by the lodge Holmesburg Gazette during the 
and many residents of the town, Civil War and for some time there- 
and escorted under' a.. triumphal, after.
arch erected at Frankford ave. and The first bank in Holmesburg 
Rhawn st.,- to the Athenaeum, where %he Holmesburg Trust Co., purchas-

— ed the building in 1907, and com
pletely remodeled the first floor to 
nrovide banking facilities for the 
community. It remained there until 
1929, when it moved to Frankford 
ave. and Rhawn, now the Naylee 

I Chemical Co.

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth 
in a series of historical sketches

mmHw

There are other letters accus
ing me bitterly of sabotaging the 
improvement o f Pennyp^ck 
Creek. It is pointed out that 
Senator Myers’ bill intends no 
deepening of 1he waterway 
beyond Frankford avenue. “For 

your information,” 
writes Harry J. Mc
Gough, Jr., “I wish’ 
to point out the ne
cessity of dredging 
the Pennypack. The 

population of this city is shifting 
toward tne northeast and recrea
tional facilities are among the 
requirements of any community. 
The Pennypack project will ac
commodate thousands of people 
and will provid^splendid oppor
tunities for young and old sports
men ... Incidentally, when Queen 
Victoria was presented with a 
painting of the Delaware, as 
viewed from Torresdale, she was 
so impressed with, its beauty she 
expressed a desire to see the 
scene in person.”

It is not quite clear how Queen 
. Victoria got into this. She is not 

a member of the Pennypack Im
provement Association, which 
will meet on January 23 at the 
Thomas Holme Free Library, in 
Holmesburg, and probably pass 
a vote of censure on this depart
ment. In anticipation, I offer the 
feeble defense that I protested 
the improvement of the Penny
pack only in the area between 
Walnut Hill and Hatboro. I do 
not object to its dredging below 
Frankford avenue, provided this 
does not mean that all the water 
will run out of the rest of it and 
leave us high and dry in a val
ley full of dead fish and pebbles.

Frankford Once Was Knowr
AsVillage of Beautiful Vistas

Many items of unusual inter- 
. est are to be found in the early 
minutes of the Hostorical Society 

| of Frankford. The following ac- 
I count is based entirely on glean- 
: ings from the minute book of 
the society for the year 1905, 
kept by Miss Eleanor E. Wright, 
the first secretary.

cacies the fashionable people of 
Philadelphia drove out here in 

; numbers and continued on to 
Frankford, where the rows of 

; Lombardy poplars lined both 
sides of Main st., gaining for it 
the name “the village of beauti
ful vistas.”

Rev. Rush S. Eastman, of Tor-1 
resdale, related a story told him 
by . Lewis Gibbons, of Holmes
burg, of the journey of General 
Lafayette through the country in 
1824. While on his way from 
New York to Yorktown follow
ing the route of Washington’s 
army, he stopped at an old log 
house at Collegeville for a drink 
of water. This house is supposed 
to have been built by .the Swedes 
one of many erected. by them at 
intervals to define the boundary 
of their territory. When La- 

^exi we nna that Dr. William citizens genera thG
B. Dixon reported that be. had , , y ere 1

The first item is an 
ment found in the 
Weekly, of December

advertise- 
American 
22, 1724,

which reads, “Hereafter, a four- 
wheeled chaise will leave the 
Three Tuns on Chestnut, st) each 
morning for Frankford and Ger
mantown. The chaise will ac
commodate four persons and 
those intending to travel should 
take-care to be booked for seats, 
Fare to Frankford is 10 shill
ings. To Germantown 12 shill
ings 6 pence.”

Next we find that Dr. William'

in his possession a mirror which ■ 
had come down through his .fam- i 
ily as an heirloom’. r

duced to him. He inquired of 
^G..men if they vvfepe married.

i -as heirloom. One. day it If the reply was in the affirma- 
। iell and was broken and between । tive,-he would sav, “Haoov man.. , , , 1 | five,-he would say, “Happy man

boards he found an old I happy man,” if in the negative’ 
taihed the following item of ■' happier man ”S’- ^a-PPier man< 
news: “President Madison and d Mr. Watson Dewees' reminded 
his family have gone north from I the society of a prooositinn 
Philadelphia about six miles to r - —9 a PloP°sition made

undated newspaper, which con-

Harrowgate to spend a. month I s°on after the establishment of
drinking the waters and recuper
ating from the fatigue of the

j winter ‘and spring, at this well- ■ 
I known hostelry.” 1
j Dr. Dixon stated that few who j 
pass by this spot on the. trolleys | 
know or can imagine the beauty 
of Ihis place a hundred years 
earlier. Besides being famous 
for its medicinal springs it was 
also noted as a place of enter
tainment and famous in its. time

• for its dishes of rhubarb and
| cream and strawberries and 
' cream. To partake of those deli-

the Federal government at the 
close of the Revolutionary War 
nf T Germantown the-capital

... e United States. This prop-
*0St by onc vote-Snl ?Fankford came close to 
^ighbOr or a sub-i

urb ot the national capital.

affairs.be
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History of Thomas Holme Free Library
(Editor's Noto—Tnis Is anotnor in 

n series of Historical sketches about 
fnrnnns Northe'”'t Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this nows, 
pepur. Headers are i.-.vited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
bo featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
St-net st Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-address, stamped return envelope 
should bo inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will bo given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

When Thomas Holme, Penn’s 
Surveyor General of Pennsyl
vania, died in 1695, he bequeath- 
?d four pounds in his will for 
he erection of a library in 
lolmesburg. This was but the 
dea, and the first step, in the 
Inal analysis, of the history of 
he Thomas Holme Free Library 

of Philadelphia, located at 
Frankford ave. and Hartel st.

The money was laid aside and 
his bequest forgotten in the next 
generation to come. Thomas 
lolme had but one child—a 
laughter, who married Silas 
Crispin. A son was born to 
hem, a son whose name will 
.emain a vital symbol of his 
connections with the civic and 
progressive problems of Holmes
burg—Thomas Crispin. It was 
he who acted upon the philan
thropical request of his grand
father.

In 1723, he bought two acres 
of ground, for a school, which 
became known as the Lower 
Dublin Academy. This school 
soon was enlarged, and from it 
branched the Thomas Holme 
School, which was to be sup
ported by the city.

Holmesburg was then an ever 
growing, ever expanding terri
tory. The people were indus
trious and never tiring in regard 
to the improvement of their 
community. They began to feel 
the need of a library. On Feb
ruary 13, 1867, there was a meet
ing of the citizens at Theodore 
Herman’s Drug Store, to discuss 
the possibility of realizing this 
need. Joseph J. Jennison, pastor 
of the Holmesburg Presbyterian 
Church presided.

Shortly after this eventful 
meeting, the audience room of 
the Athenaeum was rented as a

LAYING OF CORNER STONE—This picture was taken at the laying of the corner stone of 
the Thomas Holme Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia in 1906.

reading room, where all the 
prominent magazines and jour
nals were to be found. In 1874, 
a new wing was erected and the 
association rented those quar
ters, discontinuing the use of the 
reading room.

On July 8, .1880, the trustees 
of the Lower Dublin Academy, 
having received due legal au
thority from the court of Com
mon Pleas, passed a resolution 
to assume charge of the library. 
This organization, recognizing 
and appreciating the fact that 
it was through Thomas Holme 
that the academy was in exist - 
ance, took the situation in hand 
and decided to make the library 
not only a service and of public 
benefit to the citizens of Holmes
burg, but also a memorial to 
Thomas Holme.

Dr. James Burd Peale led the 
subsequent movement to turn: 
the library over to the city. This | 
movement was successful. The• 
next issue arising for the library j 
was a permanent building. This* 
was settled when the Lower | 
Dublin Academy offered to con -! 
tribute $5,000 for the purchase of j 
a site.

The Carnegie Building, was de-; 
cided upon and the cornerstone 
for the new library was laid in 
1906. The building has re
mained there ever since in its 
quiet wisdom and grace, contrib
uting considerably to the cul
tural and intellectual status of 
the community which surrounds 
it, and has grown with it.

------------ v--------------
Holmesburg Fish <& Game Club 

Supports Ambulance Drive
At rhe monthly meeting in Holmes

burg Free Library on Monday, January 
12th. the Holmesburg J^ish and Game

MAYFAIR TIME5 Friday,. October 10, 1947 !

Highlights of Holmesburg Fish and Game Outing

Association voted unanimously to turn 
the evening proceeds from a special . 
fund over to the Ambulance Fund. The 
sum of $28.50 was collected and turned 
over to Mr. Mullen, who is active in 
the city-wide Ambulance Fund Drive. 
He had stated there were only 15 am
bulances available for an emergency in 
Philadelphia, however, this is not the 
latest figure.

At the same meeting Russell Cornel- 
ius announced the club will shortly re
lease 75 rabbits and 50 or 75 pheasants 
in the near countryside.

Last Sunday at the club grounds on 
State Road near the water works the 
club and its members who shoot, gave 
rifle instructions to a group of about 75 
men. Demonstration!? were given of the 
30-06 U. S. Army Rifle and 45 automat
ic pistol tracer bullets by club members • 
and policemen. Anyone interested in 1 
the protection and defense of our U. S. ! 
A. is invited to come out for these free 
instructions in marksmanship and the i 
safe handling of firearms. The days . 
or evenings are announced' in the Phila
delphia daily and weekkly newspapers. :

TOP — Councilman George 
Mansfield makes the opening ad
dress at the annual fall outing 
of the Holmesburg Fish and 
Game Club on.Sunday, Sept. 28. 

• From left to right are George 
Oberholtzer, president of the as
sociation; Miss Ruth Murphy. 
“Miss Mayfair, 1947”; Mr. Mans
field; Charles Wiley and vice- 
president Edwin Vache. LEFT— 
On the pistol range, Mr. Ober
holtzer (left) and Mr. Vache 
show Miss Murphy how to fire 
the .38 calibre pistol during the 
shooting match that was held on 
the club grounds.
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One of Holmesburg s Great Football Teams
(Editor’s Noto—THIS Is anocner in 
a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks whicn will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are L.vited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
be featured In this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phlla. 
Self-ad.iress, stamped return envelope 
should he inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
cure will Le given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

The historical sketch this 
week is not about a landmark, 
out while the Holmesburg sec
tion is rich in historical sites 
.lothing has ever held the at
tention of its citizens like the 
great game of football. Some 
sections find the kids tossing 
oaseballs, other basketballs but 
In Holmesburg the kids cut their 
teeth on footballs.

The Burg had famous teams 
before the turn of the century 
when the old residents of today 
san remembering watching their 
favorites vie for glory on the 
field down by the prison.

Here’s one team taken at ran
dom from a large collection of 
teams over the years and the 
1915 club was typical of many 
that preceded and followed — 
just a great football eleven.

This combination had the
satisfaction of beating its old 
rival, Frankford, 16 to 3, but in 
another big game, away with 
Conshohocken on Conshy’s field, 
the Burg went down to defeat. 
At the half the boys from the 
hometown were ahead, 2 to 0, 
but something snapped in the

0*0

second half
25-2. It was

But the
Holmesburg

and Conshy won, 
a sad trip home.
following year 

gained sweet re
venge, beating the Ironworkers 
by 13 to 0. In that year Holmes
burg had a great Lafayette 
backfield, composed of Johnny 
Scott, Dick Diamond, Dick Lake 
and Wilhelm Knauer. And, by 
the way, the latter was one of 
the smallest backfield men, 
weighing only a trifle over a 
trifle over 150 pounds.’ And in

JUST A GREAT TEAM—The Holmesburg football eleven of 1915: Kneeling, front row- 
Gunboat Norton, Gussie Shisler, mascot Bill Cripps; second row—Carl Thomas, William 
H. Morrison, Johnny Eavis, Charley Woehr, Harold Lentz, Beecher, Otto Knauer; back row 
—O. Pickard,.Fritz Vreeland, Isaac Moyer, field manager, Pard Larkins, Bill Douthart, Hen 
Eavis, coach, Wilhelm F. Knauer, Ralph Raven, mqnager, Reds Lally, Russell Kurtz, T. 
Woodring, Lou Little [Small], Dewey Castor and G. Bonawitz.

those days 150 pounds had to 
take a good beating.

If you ever watched the 1915 
team in action a few remarks 
about the players may prove in
teresting.

In the first row, reading from 
the left, we have Gunboat Nor-
ton, then Gussie Shisler a local 

| lad who was mascot, and Bill 
■. • | Cripps.

In the second row starting off 
is Carl Thomas, who had starred 

• at Penn the previous year. Carl 
. lives at 8055 Cresco ave., and is 

an active worker in the Holmes-
burg Improvement Association. 
The next fellow also was a noted 
collegian and is none other than 
an ex-captain at Bucknell, Wil
liam H. Morrison, a prominent 
physician, with offices at 8019 
Frankford ave.

I Then comes another well-

known local lad, Johnny Eavie, 
custodian of Pennypack Park. 
Following is Charley Woehr, an 
agent for the Prudential Life In
surance Company. He is next to 
Harold Lentz and you will recall 
that Lentz was a star at Central 
Manual and each summer you 
read in the papers where he re
tained his. /casting champion
ship; Beecher comes next and on 
the end of the row is Otto 
Knauer, a brother of Wilhelm, 
but who is now deceased.

The back row, J. Pickard is on 
the end. Then comes Vreeland, 
a Penn star, who was a big help 
in giving Holmesburg many in
dependent football champion
ships. He is followed by Jack 
Potts, a local lad who was a star 
at Cornell; Isaac Moyer was the

Jack Kelly from the East Falls 
section; Russell Kurtz, now a 
resident of Tacony, follows and 
Woodring.

We will take time-out to say 
a few words .about the fellow 
who always played with his nose 
covered ith tape. He played here 
in 1915, under the name of Lou 
Small, but he was then in his first 
year at Penn and ineligible for 
college football. He is none other 
than the famous Lou Little, one 
of the greatest college coaches 
of all time and for years at Co
lumbia University. Next to Little 
is Dewey Castor, who is engaged 
in the insurance business with 
offices at 8047 Frankford ave.,

Churchill Won Praise
In Boer War Letter
To Torresdale Family

The thoughts of Prime Minister Winston Churchill, spending 
• Christmas, 1941, in the United States may have turned yesterday 
. to another Christmas, 42 years ago.

That scene was laid also in an atmosphere of war—the Boer 
War. On a rain-swept South African bluff, J. L. Stickney, Ameri
can war correspondent, had just‘LIKED HIS FACE’ 
finished his shower in the rain, liked his {ace>„ j L stickney 

i and was shaving. wrote his wife, “and what I saw of
*BOYISH LOOKING’ him impressed me very pleasantly,

SdHamoS”fo? ife^brave^ of the Churchill deeds of valor. 
E J- L- Stickney recalled to his wife

t mrihow Churchill had gone out with aJ SS d 1 f th L d Moimng British armored train sent by the 
3 QQcommanding officer of the beleaguer-g Stickney, now dead, dggnbedttj^ garrison8afc Eastcourt to recon- 
' ***Tcing in a letter to his wife—a. noiter, and how a section of the train 

letter now in the possession of his? was derailed on a curve.

field manager .and next is 
Larkins.

Bill Douthart, a home 
product, is followed by 
Eavis, the coach, who is

Pa rd

town 
Hen 
now

better known as a successful 
florist in Frankford. In the mid
dle, holding the football, is Wil
helm F. Knauer, who at the time 
was going to Northeast Manual. 
Knauer has been prominent *in 
civic matters, Having held im
portant posts under the city and 
state government and has offices 
at 8045 Frankford ave. Ralph 
Raven is the civilian figure and 

| he was the team manager; then 
’ comes Reds Lally, a friend of

respondent walked into Stickney’s 
tent for a Christmas call.

Stickney’s letter telling of the 
meeting began:

“Merry, merry Christmas to my, 
dear love. After the dust storm last 
night came on a heavy rainfall, and 
I got an original kind of bath by 
standing out in the rain till I was 
well soaked, soaping myself and then 
letting the rain wash the soap off.
CALLED DURING SHAVE

One of the other correspondents 
came back from Chievely and pitch
ed his tent near mine, so that I am 
not absolutely alone on this bluff
now. Then, early in the morning, 
Winston Churchill, correspondent for 

ison, Brewster Stickney, of Orchard BULLETS WHIZZED BY the London Morning Post, who be-
J and Meadow lanes, in the Cresmont • Churchill persuaded the frightened haved so gallantly at the time of the 

. Farms section of Torresdale. | engineer to back up the engine and armored car disaster and who was
the other free cars, and cheered the caPtured at that time by the Boers, •

' > soldiers under enemy fire. came over to see the correspondent
PAYS CHRISTMAS CALL ilg

, , ., .... . . , „ j caiiea on me while I was shaving,The exploit was still being talked just after mv breakfast ”
of when Churchill and another cor—------- . ,

and on the end is 
a player who was 
in civilian clothes 
picture was taken.

Just in passing

G. Bonawitz, 
injured and 
the day the

it might be
well to recall several players 
who made history at the Burg 
and who were noted in some of 
the photos. One, the great 
“Toads” Greenwood, for whom. 
Greenwood Post, of the American 
Legion was named. It was the 
fate of Toads to be killed on the 
last day of World War I, after 
the Armistice had been signed. 
Then there was Kidder Caskey, 
of Muhlenberg, and. one of the 
finest, the great Herman “Bull” 
Baetzel, whose sisters, Irma and 
Mildred have long lived at 3329 
St. Vincent, staying there even 
after the death of their beloved 
brother.

Baetzel, after he pTayed~at~ 
Holmesburg, became a famous 
basketball, baseball and football 
officias and he refereed the 
games at the Burg, along with 
such other prominent officials as 
Bob “Tiny” Maxwell, for years 
the boss of the writer; Dr. Mat
thew C. O’Brien, of Central High 
School and Herman Meyer, of A. 
A. U. fame.
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Holmesburg Scene of Shakespeare Plays
Noto—TWs Is anotner m aperies of Historical sketches about 

famous Northoast Philadelphia land
marks which will aPPf * tod* to" mu’ 
paper. Readers aro invited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
bo featured In this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Khawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-address, stamped return envelope 
should be inclosed If contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will be given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

Time: 1906.
Locale: Lawn of Colonel 

Lewis’ home, “Crystal Springs.”
Cast: Young ladies of Holmes

burg.
Yes, Holmesburg used to have 

its own ‘^open-air theater.” Each 
year , Mr. Fiffe, who was a pro
fessional Shakespearean actor 
and lived at the Forrest Home, 
residence for retired persons of 
the theater, would choose the 
“All Girl Cast” for one of 
Shakespeare’s plays.

On June 28, 1906, an elaborate 
and costly production of “Mid
summer Night’s Dream” was 
given in aid of the fund of the 
Children’s Country Week. Nearly 
everyone in the community 
thronged to the lawn of Colonel 
Lewis’ home, now Pennypack 
Park, whefe the play was pre
sented, netting the fund almost 
51,000.

The 
sented 
Mawr 
where

same group again pre- 
the play at the Bryn 
Horse Show Grounds, 
many Shakespearean 

scholars of this city attended be
cause the production was so ex
cellent.

Many of those who took part 
are well-remembered or still fa
miliar figures in Holmesburg. 
Miss Laura Magargee took the 
part of Philostrate, master of 
Revels, in Greek armor; Miss 
Floy Ringrose, who* was Thes
eus, the Duke, now lives in 
Frankford; Bessie Miles, later 
Mrs. Lamb, was Hippolyta, mak
ing a regal looking Amazon 
Queen in her rich costume and 
splendid jewels; Miss Josephine 
Rowland, now of 8772 Frankford 
ave., played Egens; Ethel Rohr 
was the youthful Athenian lover, 
Lysander; Helen Guernsey was

MEET AFTER 22 YEARS — Mrs. Philomena Cimino, 7818 
Craig st., who visited her brother, Sergeant Alfredo Stel- 
luto, of Buciarri, Foggia, Italy, at Camp Clark, Missouri. 
He is an American prisoner of war.

Demetrius; Irene. Barton ap
peared as-Hermia in a costume 
of blue and silver; Miss Grace 
Guernsey, deceased played He
lena; Mrs. Franklin Cartledge, 
who now lives on Saul st., in 
Frankford, was the comical Bot
tom; Mrs. J. Lewis Day was the 
droll Quince; Snug, the Joiner, 
was played by Miss Katherine 
Petty; Mrs. John D. Clayton was 
Puck; Betsy Smith, now Mrs. 
Crispin, appeared £s King Ober
on. Others who were in the 
production were Miss Marie Cas
tor, Alice Magargee, Violet | 

• Shelby, Bernice Cartledge and . 
| Virginia Evans, who was noted I 
i for her beautiful singing.

It seems surprising that • 
I enough talent could be found in । 
(Holmesburg alone for the large 
1 cast that “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” requires—but the pro- 
duction was rated as ranking 
vyith professional by the city’s 
critics.

Several' of the players, includ
ing Mrs. Franklin Cartledge, 
Mrs. Barnes and Betsy Crispin 
Smith,' were active in amateur 
theater productions in later

I years. Colonel Lewis’ lawn fur- 
i nished an ideal setting for’ the 
| play with its smooth turf sur- , 
I rounded by shrubs.

Although the plays were dis- । 
continued many years ago, they 1 
are still remembered as some of : 
the most interesting of Holmes- 
burg’s events.

"A MDISUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM" was presented in 1906 by this group, composed en
tirely of talented Holmesburg residents. In the top picture, left to right, are Laura Ma- 
gargee, Bessie Miles [later Mrs. Lamb], Flo Ringrose, Josephine Rowland, Grace Guernsey, 
Helen Guernsey, Irene Barton, Ethel Rohr. In the lower picture are Betsy Kaske, Francis 
Cartldege, Rachel Cartledge, Mrs. Franklin C artledge, Camille Pursell, Bernice' Cartiedge 
and Inez Cartledge.

Sees Brother
After 22 Years;
Prisoner of War

■ Mrs. Philomena Cimino, 7818 
Craig st., who has two boys in - 

' their country’s service, met her • 
I brother last week. She had not ; 
seen him since she left Italy for 
America 22 years ago.

He is Sergeant Alfredo Stel- 
luto, of the Italian Artillery, and 
his home is in Buciarri, Foggio, 
Italy, also the birthplace of Mrs. 
Cimino.

He was captured b ythe Amer
icans on May 11 in Tunisia and 
arrived in New York on August 
11. He is now at Camp Clark. 
Missouri along with 4,500 other 
Italian prisoners of war.

He likes it very much here 
but has not received any letters 
from home. Mrs. Cimino says 
the camp where her brother is 
stationed is a wonderful place 
and the men are taught English, 
although they issue a daily paper 
of their own in Italian.

She stayed three days at the 
camp, October 5, G and 7, and 
was accompanied by her 16-year- 
old daughter, Victoria.
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Located at Red Lion rd. and Bristol pk., the 217-y ear-old Inn was a stopping place for stagecoaches 
on their way from Philadelphia to New York. Washington paused here on his march to Yorktown 
during the Revolutionary War, and Samuel and John Adams paid several visits on their way to the 
Capital for sessions of the Continential Congress. The picture, from the collection of Edwin Y. Mon- 
tanye, 8018 Crispin st., was taken at the. turn of the century, when L. O. T. Hall was the proprietor. 
The Inn is now owned by William Riempp, Sr. and his.son, Charles.

Historic Old Red Lion Inn
Played Host
By ELSIE LINDEMAN

Red Lion Inn rhay be the only 
historic hostelry in the East where 
Washington did not sleep, but there 
is plenty of evidence that he did 
stqp there. The widely traveled 
Father of Our Country, who didn’t 
live long enough to have slept at 
all the places which. claimed that 
distinction, at least paid a 
visit to Andalusia’s famed 

Red Lion, built in 1730, 
ready well established as a 
stopping place for stage 

cursory- 
old inn. 
was al- 
favorite 
coaches

the Bristol pk., on the New 
to Philadelphia run. It was 
for its excellent food and 
and the hospitality of its 
successive proprietors. While 

the horses were changed in the 
Inn’s large stables, and fresh ones 
harnessed to the coaches, the trav
el-weary passengers disembarked 
for refreshment, or were put up for 
the night.

For some 40 years the Inn had 
been establishing its reputation be
fore the Revolutionary General of 
the Armies paid his visit. The oc
casion was the last few days of Au
gust, 1781, when Washington de
cided to push his offensive against 
Yorktown, compelling Cornwallis 
to surrender. The General with
drew a combined French and 
American army from the vicinity 
of New York, which he had threat
ened to attack, and began his 
march tp. the Virginia city.

On Aug. 30, the army, numbering ; 
some 6000 men of whom only one- 
third were Continentals, marched 
through Bensalem, and that night 
camped in the fields surrounding 
the Red Lion Inn. The camp site 
was a favorable one, since the 
weather was warm, water and for
age were abundant, and according; 
to William F. Buck, a local histor-i 
ian, in a paper presented by him; 
at a meeting of the Bucks County' 
Historical Society in July, 1888, 
there were few of the temptations 
presented to the soldiers which 
were usually found in the city. 
Washington seemed to have been 
particularly careful of his men, as 
shown by his correspondence with 
Congress.

The business at hand, that of the 
successful undertaking of the York
town campaign, required Washing
ton’s presence in the city, possibly 
for conferences with military aides, 
or reports to the Congress. In any 
event, the General paused but

to Washington
briefly at the Inn, perhaps but long 
enough for some of its excellent 
repast, and then, escorted by 40 or 
50 soldiers who rode sword in hand, 
left for Philadelphia.

Washington’s hurried stop at the 
local tavern was noted for posterity 
by Henry Tomlinson, a long-time 
resident, of Bensalem, who for more 
than 40 years kept a journal of the 
principal occurrences of his com
munity. He died in April, 1800. at 
the age of 79. It was his journal to 
which Buck was indebted for his 
historical paper, ' and to whom he 
gave much credit.

Tomlinson, in his journal, notes 
“a great muster among the soldiers” 
on Aug. 5, 1775, and the fact that 
on several occasions through 1777 

' and ’78, soldiers “took away two 
of my horses out of the plow”; 
“took away from me two cattle”; 
“burnt much wheat and hay,” and 
'“took a mare for the use of the 
Continental Army,” and in 1780, 
“had a horse taken out of the plow 
for the wagons,” this time by the 
British forces which were ranging 
from Bristol to Bensalem in 1780. 
Tomlinson sums it up very calmly, 
as “these were exciting times.”

The people of the community 
suffered much from marauding par
ties of both forces, and when sol
diers of 'the First Philadelphia Ar
tillery, marching from Frankford 
to Amboy, under Capt. Benjamin 
Loxley, stopped at the Red Lion 
for breakfast, they received a cool 
welcome.

The men had left Frankford on 
March 22, 1776, at 4 a. m., and had 
arrived at the Inn at 9. Their hopes 
for breakfast were dashed, when 
the landlord refused to supply 
them, claiming he had not enough 
bread for' five men, without trying 
to provide for 100. A half-hour 
later the men resumed their march, 
and probably reached Bristol be
fore they broke their fast.

While Philadelphia remained the 
nation’s capital, many dignitaries 
sought accommodations at the Red 
Lion on their way to the city. 
Among these were the members of 
Congress from Massachusetts, the 
Messrs. Bowdoin, Cushing, Robert 
Treat Payne, Samuel Adams and 
John Adams, who stopped on Aug. 
29, 1774. The latter mentions in his 
diary that he stopped there again 
on Dec. 9, 1775. and again on Oct. 
13, 1776.

The Inn was built in 1730 for 
Philip Ames, an Englishman, who 
believed the King’s Path (Bristol

I pk.), then more than 50 years ola. 
would provide a steady flow of 
traffic past his doors. The highway, . 
although not a good one, and in j 
constant need of repair, neverthe- I
less linked the city with the Falls 
of Delaware (Trenton), and Ames 
believed an inn on the route would 
prove profitable. That the road was 
bad is proved by William Penn, 
who wrote from Pennsbury to his 
secretary, James Logan, in Phila
delphia. to tell the Justices “about 
the bridge at Pennepacka and Po- 
quessin, forthwith for a carriage, 
or I cannot come down.”

Ames received a license from the 
Bucks County Court to maintain a 
public house “near Foquessing 

’ Creek, on the highway from Phila
delphia to Bristol” making the inn 
217 years old. It is at Red Lion rd. 
The sign of "The Red Lion” prob- 

;ably dates to the inn’s establish
ment, since the figure was a favor- i 
ite among Englishmen, since it is 
prominent in the British coat of 
arms.

On Ames’ death, his widow, Ann, 
in 1744, received a license to con
tinue managing the place which 
she did for at least 30 years, as is 
evidenced by the references to the 
“Widow Ames” on maps drawn in 
1759 by Nicholas Scull, and 1770 by 
William Scull. It was first called 
“Red Lion Inn” on a map in 1792 
when Reading Howell published a 
large township one of Pennsyl
vania.

A Philadelphian, John Butler, ad- I 
yertised his “stagewagon” in 1759 
which made • three trips weekly to 
New York, crossing at Trenton i 
Ferry. It passed daily over the [ 
old highway, passing the Red Lion.

The present owners are Charles 
and William Riempp, Sr„ who pur
chased the Red Lion in 1930.

Editor’s Note: This is the ninth 
in a series of historical sketches

Col. Anthony J. Drexel Biddle Sr. was 
i notified on Saturday, Feb. 14th to re- 
i port for active-duty with the U. S. Mar

ine Corps at Quantico, Va., on Feb. 23, > 
as an instructor in individual combat. 
Col. Biddle served in the Marine Corps 
Kiuring the World War as a Captain, 
was promoted to a Major in 1919, to 
Lieutenant Colonel in 1934 and to fuJ 
Colonel, Nov.l, 1938. Colonel Biddle 
was 67. last October. When he was a 
boy and during the time that his father 
was on a hunting trip to Africa, he was 
tutored by Dr. Millet a former Rector 
of Emanuel P. E. Church and during 

1 that period lived at the brown stone 
Rectory on Blakiston St., and enjoyed 
the home life of that refined gentle fam
ily. IIis playmates were the Fuller boys 
the Campbell boys, Wilmer Travis and 

j other boys of his age.

many, many other organiza
tions.

Mrs. Coale, still an active per
son, hugs close to her heart the 
memory of her husband and the 
49 very happy years they spent 
together. The memoirs, like her
self, are sweet and lovely.

Thet . Family of he Week! The k 
Thomas E., Coales and Crestmont 
Farms are so closely linked to
gether that to speak of Crest- 
mont-. Farms brings vividly to , 
mind the lovable character of 
Mr. Coale, who passed away 
August 15, 1939, leaving behind 
him beautiful memories to his , 
wife and the community in 
which he lived. He left a last
ing memorial in the develop
ment of picturesque Crestmont 
Farms, situated northwest of the 
Ciy Line in the County of Phila
delphia.

Mr. Coale came to Torresdale 
to take charge of the Morrell 
property for Colonel Morrell, 
who.. w$s then living. Mr. 
Coale’s office wAs then situated 
where the Tovresdale post office 
now is located. It Was the 
spring...of the' year—what, year it 
is not quite certain—when Bat- । 
tery A, Pennsylvania National 
Guard, encamped on the Steven
son property now occupied by 
Caspar Semerini, on Stevenson 
Lane and Tulip st., that Mrs. 
Coale, who had been living at 
Radnor, came to occupy their 
home on the Morrell E> tate, 
which later burned down. The 
Coales then built another hdme, 
presumably on the ground Mrs. 
Morrell sold to Mr. Coale for ;a 
farm.

Mr. Coale, a man with fore- 
coun- i 
being I? 
group ;

was j' 
farm- .

sight, saw the need for a 
iry club in Torresdale and 
a great organizer, soon a 
of interested citizens 
formed. The O’Rourke 
house was purchased and moved 
to the present site. It was called 
the Torresdale Country Club j ■ 
with Mr. Coale, its president, ' 
and Mr. C. W. Middleton, secre- [ 
tary arid treasurer for seven ! 
years. The members worked so ; 
very hard giving card parties | 
and dances to raise funds with > 
which to renovate and decorate [ 

on :clubhouse.thethe clubhouse. Finally, 
Labor Day, .1915, after the late.

hadBiddleMrs. A. Mercer
painted all the radiators and 
Mrs. Coale upset the can of paint 
with which she intended to paint 
the ladies lounge, everything 
was ready for occupancy with a 
bar excluded.

While the nine-hole golf 
course was being planned, Mr. 
John M. Mapk allowed the mem
bers to play on his private 
course at Academy rd.

Of course, the membership 
outgrew the original clubhouse 
and Frankford and Torresdale 
Country Clubs merged, building 
a new clubhouse and extending 
the course. Mrs. Thomas Coale 
was elected $ life member.

Mr. and Mrs? Coale were cele- . 
brating their 25th wedding an- • 
niversary at the original club- , 
house, when the late Mr. Wil- j 
liam McLean, then publisher of ; 
the Evening Bulletin and a 
friend of Mr. Coales, called and . 
requested a story for the Bulle
tin. Mr. Coale up to that time 
had not named his farm. De
siring to do homage to Mr. Wit- 
mar, a friend and business as- ! 
sociate, Mr. Coale decided to 
call his farm Crestmont after 

j Mr. Witmar’s Sawmill in the 
south. Hence Crestmont Farms 
was the name from that time 
forth and no other name would 
suit so well.

Mrs. Morrell realized the 
farming of the ground was an 
expensive proposition, so finally, 
when the time was ripe, Mr. 
Coale started building a few ■ 
homes at.Crestmnnr Farms, with | 

I an engineer, Mr. Webster, lav-1 
I ing out the roads.

The Coales’ Old Homestead, at 
Red Lion and Knights rds., was 
sold to Mr. William Metz, who 
now occupies it, Mrs. Coale mov
ing to a smaller home on Or
chard Lane. The last home 
built by Mr. Coale, before his 
death, was the Plantation.
Meadow Lane, occupied by Dr.
John F. Blanch;

Mr. .Coale, until his death, was . 
head of the Thomas E. Coale 
Lumber Company, at 26th and i 
Susquehanna ave. He is greatly j 
missed in the community for j 
his enthusiasm was contagious. ' 
He was president of the Torres- i 
dale Dran League and1
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Is Proud of This OutfitMcMenamy Post
(EUtor'fl Noto—THIS la nnotner in 
a soriO8 of Historical skotchos about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are invited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
bo featured in this scries. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
Street at Frankford Avenue, Phlla. 
Solf-addross, stamped return envelope 
should bo inclosed if contributions 
arc to be returned. Although special 
caro will be given all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

The subject of this week’s his
torical sketch may not be very 
historic, but it certainly rates'a 
place right on thp first page of 
any section of the. Times.

We often read 100 per cent 
American, but here is a case 
where every boy in the picture 
is busy defending, the Stars and 
Stripes. •

Every one, with a single excep
tion is in some branch of the 
service and this fellow has been 
deferred for the best of reasons 
and also is doing his part in de
fense work in the meantime.

The Charles P. McMenamy 
Post had a pretty snappy base
ball team last year which played 
on the field at Frankford ave. 
and Stanwood st. opposite St. 
Dominic’s, Church., The club 
established a fine record, win- 

' ning, 35 and losing 9.
The team manager was Art, 

Potts and with great parental 
pride he could look, to, his own 
son, Bud, as the particular shin
ing star of the outfit, a kid that 
had a great future in- baseball 
and still hopes to' have lots of 
time after the big push to make 
the big leagues and- plenty of 
fails in Holmesburg ate sure that 
he is real major league tirpber.

Beside playing for McMenamy 
Post Potts was, a regular with 
Wissinoming of the Philadelphia 
League and Narberth, of the 
Main Line League. He was a 
sure fielder, being able to go 
equally well to the right as the 
left and while,not a slugger was 
improving steadily in his bat
ting. He caught the fancy of 
one of the Phillies and after he 
was signed was sent to the 
Rome, New York State League 
team.

There were several other boys 
on the club that had been given 
the once over by big league 
scouts and their future on the 
diamond looked very promising.

Jack Cox, of1 the post, and Wilbur. Nixon

Post and Holmes- 
of this, outfit just

Army; Jimmy 
Elmer Strunk 
the army.

McMenamy 
burg is proud

Nixon, Air Corps; 
is overseas with

one of hundreds typical of boys | 
who engage in sports all over'

secretary and treasurer of the baseball team.

Every single boy in the photo i this great land and just one of; 
is from Holmesburg and .quite a j the many reasons why America j 
few of them receive the Mayfair will win the great struggle nowj 
Times each week from their rela-1 go' 
five's.' "

• William Frick, who made quite 
a reputation as a pitcher, is do-, 
ing equally as well with the ma- [ 
rines at Parris Island; George 
Todd is with the Coast Guard at 
Atlantic City; John Macho is sta
tioned with the Naval Aviation 
Cadets at Bethlehem, Pa.; Harry 
Sheneman is with the Merchant 
Marine; Budd Potts, Armored In
fantry at ' Fort Riley, Kansas;
Clifford Gardner, Army Air Corps; 
Carles Wilcox, Ordnance, U. S.

NOW IN BOSTON—Fred G. 
Henkel, Jr., 40TT Sheffield ave 
who has. been in the seryice 
one yean jand six •■•■months is 
now a second class machin
ist's mate at Boston, Mass; 
He was hoihe Jpra few hours 
leave earlier in the month. 
His birthday is June 5.

• -

■4

HATS OFF TO THESE BOYS—Here is the 1942 McMenamy Post-baseball team every mem
ber of which is serving his country. Left to right the,photo shows, front row, Charley Wil
cox, Sr., member of the post; Clifford .Gardner, left field; William Wilcox, third base; 
Jimmy Nixon, catcher; Kenn .Potts,, mascot; Elmer Strunk, second'baseman; Charles Wilcox, 
center fielder; Art Potts, manager; back row, Frank Gardner, ’of; the post, William Frick, 
pitcher; ■ George Todd, outfielder; John Macho, first baseman; Ralph Kelly, Commander Mc- 

. Menamy Post; Harry Sheneman, outfielder; Bud Potts, shortstop;, Elwood Simons, outfielder;

Eugene H. Biemuller, Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene H. Bie
muller, 3360 Wellington st., is 
now an army air cadet, in train
ing at San Antonio, Tex. Cadet 
Biemuller will have completed 
two years of service in January, 
and writes home that he is 
thrilled with his work. He is a 
Frankford High boy and had 
been employed at the Henry 
Disston & Sons Company, where 
his father is an executive. Al
though he won’t be home with 
the folks for the holidays his 
thoughts will be of them.

DO lye James T .Haviland (right), president of the . FIXIZ-C Automobile Club of Philadelphia, presenting 
a $425 chec. kto Edward Ehepherd. 18. a Murrell Dobbins ‘ 
Vocational Technical School student, for his poster which 
won the grand award in American Automobile. Associa
tion’s national school safety scholarship contest.



Ornate Hand Carved Staircase
The staircase of the Morrell mansion, off Red Lion rd., was built 
several decades .ago by the orphan .boys of St. Francis Industrial 
School, Eddington, a school which received many benefits through 

the philanthrophy of Mrs. Morrell, who lived in TorresdaJe for 
over 50 years.

Fate of San Jose, Century Old
Morrell Mansion, in Doubt

By ELSIE LINDEMAN
The death of Mrs. Louise Drexel 

Morrell in the spring of 1946 mark
ed the end of an 
The large estate 

era for “San Jose.” 
changed hands, and

like so many other huge, magnifi- 
cent ones of 
broken up into
tions of the ori, 
just what dispo

the past, may be 
> small tracts, frac- 
»inal. No one knows 
sition the new own

er will make of the property, but 
many of the residents of the com
munity who lock on “San Jose” as 
a landmark, fe ar the old Morrell 
mansion will be razed.

The daughter 
el came to the 1

■ af Francis A. Drex- 
b|rownstone mansion her intimates ’ guessed

Century Old Morrell Mansion in Torresdale
San Jose, the magnificent old home of the late General and Mrs. Edward Morrell, Frankford ave. 
and Red Lion rd., is believe to be at least 100 years old. Mrs. Morrell came there as a bride in 1889 
and made it her home until her death in 1945. The grounds, 178 acres, also contain St. Michaels, 
the Shrine of the True Cross, and Camp Morrell, headquarters for Torresdale Girl Scout troops, 250 
and 466- The camp is used through the summer by all the Northeast girl scout troops. Mrs. Morrell 
was a daughter of Francis Drexel, whose summer home many years ago was the site of the present 
Shrine.—(Times Staff Photos)

as the bride of Gen. Edward Mor- 
| rell in 1889, and made her home
there until her death, although her 
husband predeceased her by 28 
yeats. Charming, gracious Mrs. Mor
rell \ and her tall, dashing husband 
mad\a a handsome couple. They en- 
terta’ined on a grand scale while the 
general was living, and visitors to 
their beautiful home included Alice 
Roosevelt, daughter of President 
Teddy; Speaker of the House Jo
seph Cannon, a countess, and many 
church .dignitaries. 

Mrs. Morrell was a dignified, 
though ^light-hearted, ‘woman. She 
was a gneat philanthropist, although 
so quiet\ about her many charities 
that onl. ’ ‘ '

their extent. Deeply religious, she 
named her home “San Jose,” the 
melodic Spanish equivalent for St. 
Joseph.

The general, who received his 
promotion to that rank*in the Span
ish-American War, remained the 
general until his death, although 
he was on inactive status for many 
years. He looked like a general, 
with his sweeping mustache and 
tall, handsome, manly figure.

He was keenly interested in rac
ing, and he kept a stable of horses 
for that sport as well as breeding. 
Some of his mounts were kept at 
Rose Tree, where he was a frequent 
visitor. He served as Congressman 
for several terms, and knew many 
political figures who were his guests 
at San Jose.

When the Morrells came to their 
new home, it had been a redeco
rated farmhouse. A unique entrance 
was built under the front steps. A 
previous owner had a drive laid 
from one end of the front of the 
house to the other, with a base
ment entrance . opening on to it 
under the front door. Here 
the owner’s wife could select her 
vegetables from the cart of the 
greengrocer who could drive up to 
the door in bad weather, and save 
her the nuisance of coming out and 
possibly catching cold.

The Morrells also redecorated the 
home, and added the beautiful 
hand-carved staircase pictured.
Each square which forms the rail
ing is different from the ethers. 
The stairway was designed by Ad
rian Smith, brother-in-law of Mrs. 
Walter George Smith, Mrs. Mor-i 
rell’s sister. The work was execut- much of “San Jose’s” charm lay in 
ed by the boys of the St. Francis the fact that time had no effect on 
Industrial School in Eddington, a( it—it seemed ageless, 
school for orphans which Mrs. --- ----------- T--------- --
Smith founded, and Mrs. Morrell 
continued Jo aid after her sister’s 
death.

The school remained under the 
direction of Mrs. Morrell until her 
death, when the Philadelphia Arch

diocese of the Catholic Church as
sumed jurisdiction. Another of hex- 
charities was St. Emma’s Industrial 
and Agricultural Academy at Rock 
Castle, ya., where 150 Negro boys 
learn trades and farming, while re
ceiving jthe equivalent of a high 
school education.

About 10 years after her marriage 
Mrs. Morrell became ill. after- which 
she preferred a more quiet life. She 
was granted the unusual privilege 
of having a chapel in her own home 
where daily Mass -was celebrated. 
The chapel was opened in 1900.

Her summer homes in Bax- Har
bor- and Newport, and frequent trips 
abroad took her away from “San 
Jose,” but she was always eager- to 
return in the fall. She had loved 
the country from childhood, when 
her father- had a summer* home at 
“San Michel.” now the site of St. 
Michael’s Shrine of the True Cross, 
another religious institution -which’

( received me support oi me Drex
els. Mrs. Morrell loved the coun
try, and told her friends there was 
more excitement there for her than 
in the city, where the family lived 
on Rittenhouse Square, in the cen
ter of a gay social whirl.

I Mrs. Morrell supervised the work 
of the huge estate of 178 acres, j 

■' where all the vegetables and much 
of the fruit for the household was 

j grown, as well as hay and corn for 
1 the coach horses. Although she led 
. a quiet, unassuming life, nine to 
' ten persons were required to keep 

hex* household running. The large 
three-story home required continu- ' 
ous care.

The basement contains a tiled kit
chen, servants’ dining room, laun
dry, wine cellar and furnace room. 

, where two huge furnaces burn 100 
tons of coal to keep the huge place 1 

' warm. The pantry, library, dining. 
room, study, magnificent half with 
huge fireplace, office and glassed-in I 
iporch for a miniature greenhouse ! 
are on the main floor.

The ornately carved stairway 
leads to the second floor, where 
there are three large bedrooms, a 
sitting room, a small office for Mrs. 
Morrell’s secretary, and the chapel 
which was complete with small al
tar and stained glass windows. The 
third floor contained seven bed
rooms which were used for the ser
vants.

For half a century Mrs. Morrell 
lived at “San Jose” in the same 
manner, and nothing was changed. 
Visitors remarked that the place 
was “always just the same,” and

Sgt. J. McCarthy । 
Awarded Medal

A citation and the bronze star 
I medal have been given Technical 
| Sergeant Joseph G. McCarthy, 
now overseas and whose home 
is at 4713 Linden ave.

The citation read as follows: j 
“Joseph G. McCarthy, techni-1 

cal sergeant, 455th Bombard-< 
■ment Squadron (M). For di£- 

i tinguished and meritorious serv- 
' ice, not involving participation 
in aerial flight, in connection 
with military operations against 
the enemy, during the period 
from October, 1943, to April, 
1944. During this time Techni
cal Sergeant McCarthy served 
as crew chief of a B-26 aircraft 
in such a superior manner that 
this airplane participated in an 
exceptionally large number of 
consecutive missions over enemy 
occupied territory without ever 
aborting due to mechanical fail
ure.

“This unique record was main
tained regardless of personnel 
shortages, inclement weather, 
and necessitated long and ex-' 
hausting hours of work day after 
day. Technical Sergeant Mc
Carthy’s outstanding level of 
maintenance gave the combat 
crew of. this plane an unques
tioning confidence in the depend
ability of their aircraft, and by 
permitting the expeditious trans
port of crews to and from target 
areas, it has been instrumental 
in the success of numerous 
bombing missions over enemy 
territory.

Technical Sergeant McCarthy’s 
; unswerving devotion tor duty and 
superior technical proficiency are 

I an inspiration to all the main- 
[ tenance men of this group and 
reflect the highest credit upon 
himself and the Armed Forces.--------  ~*--***^KA L V'X WO. i

Entered military services .from • 
Philadelphia.”

John Lawrence and Reed McCartney 
were both in the Phi'llipines at the 
nine of the Japanese attack on the Is- 
jands on Dec. 7th. Both of their fam
ilies are anxiously awaiting news of 
them.



Memorial Yard Marble Lions 
Graced Home of Governor

Willow A. C. Speedy
•"X. — —T . , - ___ . - ! - ■■■■...   ...

Basketball Combination

King of the Beasts in MarbleThe Italian marble lion, one of a pair at the Moitz Memorial Co., Frankford ave. and Bridge st., once guarded the entrance to the Gubernatorial Mansion of Thomas Mifflin, Pennsylvania’s first chief executive under the Constitution. The lions have been painted with aluminum to preserve them. from weather, and wear and tear by youngsters of the community who insist on riding them bareback.—(Times Staff Photo)
By ELSIE LINDEMAN tasked by several coats of aluminum paint, two marble lions recline at the entrance of the Moitz Memorial Co., Frankford ave. and Bridge st., their origiri unknown to many passersby.Although the beauty of the statuary marble is hidden by the preserving but unglamorous paint, the lions are the same as when they graced the doorway of the mansion of Pennsylvania’s first governor.The leonine statues have a historic beginning, but obscurity hides much of their past. Carved in Italy of fine marble, they were made to the specifications of a group of Philadelphia’s citizens, as a testimonial of their honor and respect, for Thomas Mifflin, the’ first governor of the state under the new constitution. Mifflin was born Jan. 10, 1744. He served in t the Colonial Army through the years of the Revolutionary War, and in 1790 was elected to the governorship.His constituents, eager to show him their esteem, ' sent to Europe for the statues, since at that time the young country of the United States had few artisans considered good enough to do the. job.Mifflin remained in office nine years, dying a year later in 1800. Until his death the lions had remained at the entrance of his Falls of Schuylkill home, but from that year until 1888, nothing is known of' their whereabouts. It is believed . that they remained at the Mifflin mansion, possibly in storage in some‘out-of-the-way Corner wherethey were forgotten for eight decades. They may have been in the possession of different' owners' in the intervening .years, but-nothing is definitely known until 1888 when Francis Moitz purchased the lions at a Sheriff's sale, Moitz kept them until his death, willing them to his son, Francis, Jr. Thus they have remained at the monument yard for 59 years.The present owner of the business is Mrs. Francis P. Moitz. She told the story of her father-in-law’s purchase of the statues, and of the affection which the family bore them. Some years ago relatives of Governoi' Mifflin approached the Frankford family with offers to buy the lions, since they had once belonged to their noted ancestor. The Moitzes refused to sell.Others were interested in them too. Cement workers wanted to use the lions to make molds for repro-1 ducing concrete animals. Mrs. Moitz ' was as adamant in refusing their offer. “Perhaps I’m selfish,” she said, “but I love those lions, and I don’t want them to be imitated. Much of their beauty lies in the fact that they are original. Then, too, with many cheap duplicates, their historic origin is dimmed,” she continued.Although they are not the only

lions in the city, they are considered the most ekpressive. They seem to have an air of hauteur very much like that of the king of the beasts in his natural state.For all that she has a deep affection for the lions, Mrs. Moitz does not mind sharing them with the children. She permits them to swarm over the lions’ backs, and play on them for hours at a time. Because she did not wish to chase the children away from the statues, she had them painted. That was necessary to preserve them, especially with the youngsters jumping up and down on them. They call them “Silver,” and when ever they pass by, call “Hi-yo, Silver.”“Speaking of history,” Mrs. Moitz said, “it certainly repeats itself. Only the other day, a 70-year-old man stopped at the yard to lift his grandchild up to the lion’s back. He told the youngster, ‘Many’s the time I lifted youi' daddy up on this same lion, and that was 25 or 30 years ago.’ ”-. Mrs. Moitz also has two beautiful old marble knights, also purchased at a Sheriff’s sale, from the old Chalkley mansion in Brides- burg. Two gladiators standing near the knights were destroyed by vandals, who entered the yard one night and smashed them to pieces. Why they chose the gladiators instead of the more prized lions, is another mystery.
Editor’s Note: This is the sixth 

in a series of historical sketches 
1 e—

GREETINGS ACROSS THE [ 
MILES — Petty Officer Sec- | 
ond Class Vincent A. Ciminio, | 
U. S. N., son of Mr. and Mrs. I 
Louis Cimino, of 3609 H artel i 
st., who celebrated his twen- I 
tieth birthday anniversary last I 
Sunday. He is now in European 
waters. Vincent enlisted two 
years ago last February. A 
brother, Daniel, also in the, 
service, is in North Africa.

WILLOW A, G—This basket 
burg for Hive years just art 

- Standing in the rear are. Ie
aqer Russell Ferry., Nate R 
Wagner .and Bill Krusen. an
(Eiitor’s Noto—Tais 13 anomer in 

a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are ir.vited to con- 
triuiite old photographs or articles to 
bo featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor- 

i ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
I Street at Frankford Avenue, Phila.
; Self-adlross, stamped return envelope

should be inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 
care will be given^all contributions, 
the Times cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

ball team represented Holmes- 
pund the l”’n of the century, 
ft to riahl, Shorty Shaw, Man
ov;land. second row. Charles • 
d seated, Carl Soderberg.encounters is amusing and Nate Rowland can make you laugh when he tells of some of the decisions of the various officials they ran into. Nate says that' in almost every game \he feltthat the- Willow beys had to play J . six men—the extra man being . the referee, who, in almost every.case, was a homer.But this handicap did not deter; the Willows and they combined ।height and speed in such a man-' nor that they scored many victories, taking the measure of many of the best teams in the city. They certainly clicked to- ;gether in unison and their passing and shooting was really a revelation, according to several, 'Holmesburg residents, who remember having watched them[ play.The two forwards were Shorty [ [Shaw and Charles Wagner. Nate ! Rowland was the center, while1 the guards were Bill Krusen and • Carl Soderberg. Russell Ferris' [was manager of the team.Shorty Shaw at present lives, in Jersey City, being employed! ! by the Pennsylvania Railroad; i Krusen resides at 1739 Scatter- • good st., in Frankford, while , Soderberg passed away about three years ago. He also attend -: ed Central High School and. [played football and baseball, j being a star third baseman.Nate Rowland also attended! [Central High School and is en-' [gaged in business as a member .of the firm of Rowland and Ban-; ’ister, on Frankford ave. just be-1 low Rhawn st.And as Mr. Rowland said, ini i recalling the team, “We didn’t' [get much money, but we had a!. [lot of fun.’’-----------_y--------------

The winter sport season is fast approaching and football is already in the air while it’ will only be a month or so when the zhoughts of the younger element will be directed to basketball.The success of the Holmesburg Softball League leads one to venture an opinion that a Holmesburg Basketball League would go over even much better and it certainly would provide i plenty of amusement for the ' stay-at-homes and there will be many more this year seeking some sort of diversion without raveling a long distance.And what could be more imely than a basketball league with six teams playing three •.games in one night. It. is not a matter that would require hurcu- lean efforts to put over, but if some group volunteered they should be given plenty encouragement and no doubt they would readily get the' same.In basketball, Holmesburg has never been any great shakes just for the reason mentioned, a hall in which the game can be properly played.The team pictured on the right, called the Willow A. C., was in existence around 1905 and was composed of a group of boys, all who attended, at one time, the Brown School.The Willow basketeers were a traveling team that made quite a reputation the five years "they played together and were in demand as an attraction three and four games a week all on floors away from home.To listen to the stories of their
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They Played Great Ball for Holmesburg
(Editor’s Noto—Tins Is anotner in 
a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land- 
marks which will appear In this news, 
paper. Readers are invited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
be featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Tinies Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
St; eat at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Sulf-adirass, stamped return envelope 
should be inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 

-care will be given all contributions, 
the Tim^s cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

The photo in this week’s his
torical sketch takes one back 
more than a score of years ago 
when Holmesburg was repre
sented by one of its best base
ball teams.

It was in this period that com
munity baseball was at its 
peak.

In this city of brotherly love 
was two or three score of top- 
notch teams, some of which to
day could give a good AA com
bination a good run.

' Holmesburg was represented 
in the Philadelphia Suburban 
Baseball League along with 
such other clubs as Lamott, 
Rockledge and Curtis Country 
Club.

The team above came through 
with flying colors for quite a few 
years. The picture was taken 
in 1922 and in that year Holmes
burg was runner-up to Lamott. 
The Burg also finished in second 
place in 1921. The Lamott team 
was an all-star combination 
with such players as Eddie Ger- 
ner and Dick Spalding and many 
of the men were of major league 
calibre.

Holmesburg played on the 
field at Craig and Decatur sts., 
but in the daily press the loca
tion of the field was always 
Crystal Field, Craig, and Rhawn 
sts., which has now given way 
to new homes.

Games were played every 
other Saturday at home and 
during the week and large 
crowds were attracted to the 
'contests'

A few words on the various 
players and what they are doing 
today always is relished by

THEY WERE NEAR CHAMPS—This picture taken in 1922 shows the team that for two ■ 
years was runnerup for Philadelphia Suburban Baseball League laurels. Left to right the 
back row shows: Belmont Wilkins,-assistant manager; Kidder Caskey, Johnny Eavis; John 
Shaw, manager; Earl Howell, Ed Taylor; Jim Ertle, scorekeeper. Middle row: Pete Kohler, 
Herb Travis, Shine Shisler, Dick Jolly, Harry K eaton. Bottom row: Dwight Morrow, Joe 
Woehr; Eddie Cava, mascot; Freddie Arndt and Jack Coady.

those who were familiar with 
the men.

Number one in the back row is 
Belmont Wilkins, assistant man 
ager, who still lives in the com
munity and is employed at 
American Manganese Bronze 
Company. Second is one of the 
outstanding athletes of all time 
in Holmesburg. He is Kidder 
Caskey, who was a pitcher and 
also a football player of note, 
having also been a star at North
east High School and Muhlen
berg College.

Then comes Johnny Eavis, 
whose name is synonomous with 
sport in Holmesburg, along with 
his brother Hen. They were as 
good football coaches as ever 

directed any combination, col
lege, pro or school. Johnny 
played the hot corner. At pres
ent he is custodian of Penny- 
pack Park and can be seen there 
any day.

John Shaw, the manager, who 
still lives on Craig st., comes 
next. Shaw was well liked and 
the players always did their best 
to win for him. Earl Howell, 
the big first baseman, is followed 
by Ed Taylor, who also played 
at third. Jim Ertle, the score
keeper, passed away several 
years ago.

Now for the middle row. Pete 
Kohler, who was the utility 
catcher, still lives in this section 
and is employed at Summerdale 

Dye Works. •• Herb Travis, at the 
keystone sack, is employed out 
of town for Rohm and Haas. 
Shine Shisler, the first string 
catcher is employed by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and is 
still around. Next comes one of 
tl^ topnotch infielders of the 
early 20’s. He is Dick Jolly, who 
made the grade with several of 
the best minor league clubs. Or 
the end is Harry Keaton, : 
pitcher, who still resides here 
abouts and is employed at 
Safte Glass.

Now for the front’ row. First 
is Dwight Morrow, right fielde:. 
Next, Joe Woehr, who also 
played the outfield and can be 
seen daily at the city survey 

I

19'43

mong the best hurlers ofwas
. >d.
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Robert P. Forgo 
4754 Shelmire st.

extent that it now occupies, 
especially in the pro end.

PARK GUARD DISPLAYS DIPLOMA FOR HIS WIFE TO SEE
Richard F. Greer, a park guard, holding up his diploma awarded at graduation 

ceremonies at La Salle College, 20th st. and Olney ave., where police and park guards 
have just completed an extension course. The course, sponsored by the Fraternal 
Order of Police, attracted 130 men. Admiring the diploma is Mrs. Greer. 5 G. Robert Nealis 

4243 Frost st

ojTlcc on Frankford ave. above 
• Rhawn st.

The little fellow is none other 
than Eddie Cava, the mascot, 

inow a tonsorial artist a few 
; doors below Rhawn st. on Frank- 
1 y-rd a' e. Ed still says that this 
Holmesburg team was the best 
that ever played here. The other 
two a.e Freddie Arndt, infielder, 
and Jack Coady, pitcher, who

con
•a st

week or so there will be i
1 a picture of one of the! 
famous Holmesburg foot- 
.evens. In the gridiron
the Burg never had to

hat to any team in the
md was the pioneer in the 
oping of the sport to the

194 2

Local Men in Pacific Area
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They Played Great Ball for Holmesburg
(Editor's Notn—Tins Is anotner in 
a series of Historical sketches about 
famous Northeast Philadelphia land
marks which will appear in this news, 
paper. Readers are invited to con
tribute old photographs or articles to 
ha featured in this series. Address all 
communications to the Times Histor
ical Editor, Times Newspapers Rhawn 
St; ent at Frankford Avenue, Phila. 
Self-ad Jr ass, stamped return envelope 
should be inclosed if contributions 
are to be returned. Although special 

•care will be given all contributions, 
the Tinies cannot be responsible for 
possible loss or damage.)

The photo in this week’s his
torical sketch takes one back 
more than a score of years ago 
when Holmesburg was repre
sented by one of its best base
ball teams.

It was in this period that com
munity baseball was at its 
peak.

In this city of brotherly love 
was two or three score of top- 
notch teams, some of which to
day could give a good AA com
bination a good run.

Holmesburg was represented 
in the Philadelphia Suburban 
Baseball League along with 
such other clubs as Lamott, 
Rockledge and Curtis Country 
Club.

The team above came through 
with flying colors for quite a few 
years. The picture was taken 
in 1922 and in that year Holmes
burg was runner-up to Lamott. 
The Burg also finished in second 
place in 1921. The Lamott team 
was an all-star combination 
with such players as Eddie Ger- 
ner and Dick Spalding and many 
of the-men-were of major league 
calibre.

Holmesburg played on the 
field at Craig and Decatur sts., 
but in the daily press the loca
tion of the field was always 
Crystal Field, Craig, and Rhawn 
sts., which has now given way 
to new homes.

Games were played every 
other Saturday at home and 
during the week and large 
crowds were attracted to the 
contests!

A few words on the various 
players and what they are doing 
today always is relished by
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PARK GUARD DISPLAYS DIPLOMA FOR HIS WIFE TO SEE
Richard F. Greer, a park guard, holding up his diploma awarded at graduation 

ceremonies at La Salle College, 20th st. and Olney ave., where police and park guards 
have just completed an extension course. The course, sponsored by the Fraternal 
Order of Police, attracted 130 men. Admiring the diploma is Mrs. Greer. \

THEY WERE NEAR CHAMPS—This picture taken in 1922 shows the team that for two j 
years was runnerup for Philadelphia Suburban Baseball League laurels. Left to right the 
back row shows: Belmont Wilkins,-assistant manager; Kidder Caskey, Johnny Eavis; John 
Shaw, manager; Earl Howell, Ed Taylor; Jim Ertle, scorekeeper. Middle row: Pete Kohler, 
Herb Travis, Shine Shisler, Dick Jolly, Harry Keaton. Bottom row: Dwight Morrow, Joe 
Woehr; Eddie Cava, mascot; Freddie Arndt and Jack Coady.

those who were familiar with 
the men.

Number one in the back row is 
Belmont Wilkins, assistant man 
ager, who still lives in the com
munity and is employed at 
American Manganese Bronze 
Company. Second is one of the 
outstanding athletes of all time 
in Holmesburg. He is Kidder 
Caskey, who was a pitcher and 
also a football player of note, 
having also been a star at North
east High School and Muhlen
berg College.

Then comes Johnny Eavis, 
whose name is synonomous with 
sport in Holmesburg, along with 
his brother Hen. They were as 
good football coaches as ever 

directed any combination, col
lege, pro or school. Johnny 
played the hot corner. At pres
ent he is custodian of Penny- 
pack Park and can be seen there 
any day.

John Shaw, the manager, who 
still lives on Craig st., comes 
next. Shaw was well liked and 
the players always did their best 
to win for him. Earl Howell, 
the big first baseman, is followed 
by Ed Taylor, who also played 
at third. Jim Ertle, the score
keeper, passed away several 
years ago.

Now for the middle row. Pete 
Kohler, who was the utility 
catcher, still lives in this section 
and is employed at Summerdale

। Dye Works. ♦ Herb Travis, at the 
keystone sack, is employed out 
of town for Rohm and Haas^ 
Shine Shisler, the first string 
catcher is employed by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and is 
still around. Next comes one of 
tl^ topnotch infielders of the 
early 20’s. He is Dick Jolly, who 
made the grade with several of 
the best minor league clubs. On 
the end is Harry Keaton, a 
pitchej, who still resides here 
abouts and is employed ar 
Safte Glass.

Now for the front' row. First 
is Dwight Morrow, right fielde;. 
Next, Joe Woehr, who also 
played the outfield and can be: 
seen daily at the city survey
j oifiice on Frankford ave. above 
■ Rhawn st.
j The jittle fellow is none other 
; than Eddie Cava, the mascot, 
, now a tonsorial artist a few 
.doors below Rhawn st. on Frank- i 
f'-rd me. Ed still says that thi .

•, Holmesburg team was the best 
that ever played here. The other 
iwo a?e Freddie Arndt, infielder,! 
and Jack Coady, pitcher, who j 

. was among the best hurlers of I 
the a: Hod.

week or so there will be i 
r ;.- ; 1 a picture of one of the; 
'i!?-. famous Holmesburg foot-i 
/ •: .evens. In the gridiron; 
ga ne the Burg never had to I 

c i. 11 hat to any team in the
• a t and was the pioneer in the 

| developing of the sport to the 
extent that it now occupies, 
especially in the pro end.

Local Men in Pacific Area



St. Katherine of Sienna’s Church Marks Silver Jubilee
Huge trees and rolling lawns surround the once private home of a Torresdale family, which for 
the past 25 years has served as a Catholic church. The grey stone building houses a beautiful chapel, 
living quarters for F-thers Fitz Gerald and Dougherty, and a lecture hall for both children and 
adult parishioners. The church is located on Frankford ave., south of Grant. The parish school is 
on the Eden Hall grounds, Convent la., east of Frankford ave. Pontifical Mass on June 22 and a 
banquet on June 24 will mark the church’s silver jubilee.—(Times Staff Photo)

Pontifical Mass,Banquet Mark 
St. Katherine s Silver Jubilee

Pastor
The Rev. Thomas P. Fitz Gerald, 
pastor of St. Katherine of Sien
na’s Church, Torresdale, who 
will assist the Bishop of Harris
burg at the 25th Anniversary 
Mass at the church on Sunday, 
June 22, at 11 o’clock.

Assistant Pastor
The Rev. Thomas G. Dougherty, 
who has assisted Father Fitz 
Gerald at St. Katherine’s Church 
for 13 years. Together they freed 
■the church of debt, and will 
burn the mortgage at the Silver 
Jubilee Banquet on Tuesday 
evening, June 24.

- Katherine’s. The Rev. Rupert 
। Houch was his first assistant, from 
Sept. ’34 to Jan. '35, followed by 
the Rev. Thomas G. Dougherty. 
Father Dougherty left in 1939 to be 
replaced by the Rev. Francis J I 
Sherry, till Feb. ’42 and the Rev. | 
Vincent McGartland, till Sept. ’42. ! 
Father Dougherty was welcomed 
back in 1942.

Six years ago in Jan. 1941, the 
cornerstone of the parish school 
was laid hv His Eminence, Dennis 
Cardinal Dougherty. Before erec- 

. tion of their own school, the chil

dren attended classes in the hall of 
the Barat Society of Eden Hall, the j 
Convent of the Sacred Heart on 
Grant ave.

I The convent donated the land for j 
: the r chool, and St. Katherine's now j 

is situated on the Eden Hall Prop
erty on Convent la. About 100 pu- I 

■ pils study there.
| Fathers Fitz Gerald and Dou- I 
gherty served together 13 years. ।

। Proof of their labors during that ftmo Ko bv p rnnrf- I
gage burning at the Silver Jubilee 

cc on luesoay. June 24, at '
j the Torresdale-Frankford Country j 
Club, when the priests will light ! 
the papers marking the clearance 
of an $36,000 debt. Albert F. Die- 
mand is in charge of the affair.

Editor’s Note: This is the sec
ond in a series of historical 
sketches on the Northeast. In

By ELSIE LINDEMAN
A Pontifical Mass, sung by the 

children of the parish on Sunday, 
June 22 at 11 o'clock opens tljie 
celebration marking the Silver Ju
bilee of St. Katherine of Sienna’s 
Church, Torresdale. The Most Rev. 
George L. Leech, Bishop of Harris
burg. will be celebrant at the 25th 
Anniversary Mas?. He will be as
sisted by the Rev. Thomas P. Fitz 
Gerald, rector of St. Katherine’s, 
and the Revs. Joseph L. Curran, as 
deacon and John L. Murray, sub
deacon.

The Rt. Rev. Joseph A. Corr is 
master of ceremonies, and the Rev. 
John L. Nugent, assistant master. 
Altar boys 'of the parish will fill 
the minor offices. The sermon will 
be preached by the Rt. Rev. Thom
as A. McNally.

St. Katherine's is located in a 
large grey stone building on Frank
ford ave. near Grant, formerly a 
private home. It was- never occu
pied by its owner who thought it 
too large for the -family.

The property * was purchased in 
November. 1922. Catholics in Tor
resdale had worshipped at St. Dom
inic’s, Holmesburg, until Mrs. Ed
ward Morrell made a chapel in her 
home near Red Lion rd. There 
daily Mass, was celebrated and the 
residents o^f the community wor
shipped until the purchase of their 
own church building. The parish 
was established June 19, and the 
first pastor, the Rev. James E. 
Coakley assumed his duties the fol
lowing November. Mass was first 
celebrated on Dec. 10 with the 
blessing of the church on that day. 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacra
ment was given by the pastor of 
St. Dominic’s, the Rev. Lawrence 
Wall.

The Rev. Vincent Dever took 
charge of the parish from Feb. 23 
till the following August, while 
Father Coakley was ill. He remain
ed as curate until December, when ■ 
alterations were completed in the . 
church.

The second pastor of St. Kather
ine’s was the Rev. Joseph W. Her
ron from June 30, 1930 to Feb. 14. 
1934. Many assistants who carried 
on the work of the new parish in
cluded the Rev. William Magee, 
June ’26 to Sept. ’28; the Rev. Jo
seph L. McGrain, Sept. ’28 to Sept. 
’38.

When Father Herron left, the 
present pastor, Father Fitz Gerald 
came to assume h^is duties at St.

PASSES pilot TEST—Char
les F. Minnick only 18 years 
of age and who lives at 4235 
Rhawn Street

V ■ ■ - • .

WHAT a dandy job my friend 
Colonel Henry D. Paxson has 
done In producing a super
road map for Bucks county!

It far excels anything I nad seen 
for that historic region.

The Colonel not only in heavy 
Unes shows you the way by a circu
lar route from Philadelphia to 
Washington’s Crossing and back, 
but he dots his map with the names 
of memorable places.

Really that Bucks county road 
map is a little history book, and 
when it comes to Bucks county his
tory the Colonel has everybody 
backed off the map.

* * * *

THERE are quaint and curious 
things specified as well as ma
jor events associated with 

Washington and Revolutionary 
times. , . _

Thus the Colonel did not forget 
the notorious Doane outlaws. Those 
boys roamed the country south of 
Newtown and in 1781 were like unto 
Jesse James in the 1870’s.

The Doane brothers were far 
more formidable, destructive and 
lurid than was the Chester county 
outlaw immortalized in Bayard Tay
lor’s “Story of Kennett.’’

Among other things they robbed 
the county treasury.

Then, away over near Chalfont is 
marked the grave of no less a 
personage than the mighty Chief 
Tammany himself.

Had New York City a mind for 
monuments it might properly erect 
one there for the redskin who sym- 
boUzes that town’s renowned politi
cal organization.

Naturally the colonel could 
not forget the Moland House 
where Washington ’ stopped 

for near two weeks in 1777.
That spot along the meandering 

Neshaminy is where an American 
Army got its first glimpse of the 
new stars and stripes.

Two other places close by have 
much historic interest. One i\ the 
little shaft reared in memory of 
John Fitch, who built the first 
steamboat which ran up the Dela
ware from Philadelphia at leasty 
eighteen years before Fulton’s Cler
mont astonished folks along the ’ 
Hudson.

The other is the site of the Log 
College, forbear of Princeton, and 
the first theological seminary in 
America,

THE most famous walk in Amer
ican annals started at Wrights
town, and a little monument 

there shows where the young Bucks 
county giant, Edward Marshall, be
gan his Herculean labor.

Debunkers sneer at the great 
number of Washington headquar
ters found in this part of Pennsyl
vania. But he needed all of them.

From the Moland house by the 
Neshaminy you can in a day easily 
motor to eight Revolutionary bat
tlefields. They started that war 
at Lexington, but the topghest part 
of it was fought out in the Phila
delphia area.

Along Old York Road, laid out 
in 1711, you may see some of the 
original milestones. Just this side 
of what the Indians called Great 
Mountain, but you know as Buck
ingham, stands milestone No. 24— 
the distance from Philadelphia.

WASHINGTON patronized dif
ferent ferry routes when 
crossing the Delaware with 

his army.
The most memorable crossing on 

Christmas night, 1776, was at Mc- 
Konkey’s Ferry. That is where 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania have 
created beautiful memorial parks.

But the following year and again 
in the blistering June of 1778, 
Washington crossed the Delaware 
farther north at Coryell’s Ferry. At 
that point a bridge spans the river 
between New Hope and Lambertville.

THE hope expressed in a popular 
Negro spiritual is to “Walk all 
over God’s Heaven."

Well, Washington’s Continentals' 
walked all over Bucks countv. and 
a good deal of the walking was per
formed by hundreds of those hardy 
soldiers barefoot.
. Which is not the same as wear- 1 
ing ‘goiden slippers’’ to walk the! 
golden streets’’ of the New Jeru- ■ salem. |

Fr^t 2 month when Jack! 
, done hls autumnal! 

J^ting J°b> you would enjoy 
t?riDerWare froni Benton 
to Coryell s Ferry the most gor
geous forest colorings.

Scads of hickory and maple therp 
brilliant even than Secretary Mills' big pile or rou^bSS^I

GIRARD
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Here on the
Birthplace

second floor of the
of Holmesburg’s Mystic Lodge met

of Mystic Lodge, 270 tOOr
blacksmith shop, Welsh rd.. west of Frankford ave., the membei 
blacksmith sn p , when the Odd Fellows founded then 

handle factory. It has since been razed-for their secret rituals.or noimesuuig s mjouo ----- --- wns a handle factory, it nas since
lodge in those rooms in November 184 /, * Th* } d, is marking its centenary with ap-
The picture was taken about he turn_of^ at the Holmesburg

NUhFmeBg at the Lodge Hall, Monday, and a centenary dmner

at the Torresdale-Frankford Country Club on Thuisday evening.

religious service at ;he Holmesburg

Odd Fellows of Mystic Lodge
taken by other organizations mid 
some by private subscribers. In

Observe 100th Anniversary

1850, the Athenaeum Hall on 
Frankford ave. was erected. Many 
famous gatherings took place in the 
auditorium on the first floor. The 
upper floor was and still is thc'Oad

Celebrating its 100th anniversary • The impressive growth of the Times 
next week. Mystic Lodge 270. I order in the next few years is at-, 
I.O.O.F.. will mark the occasion ' 'findonpn.

Fellows" meeting room, while the
Newspapers occupies the

with three ceremonies, a religious 
service, a fraternal gathering.' and 
a social party.

tributed to
j dent". Since 
I England, all

the word “indepen rest of the building.
the recent war with 
things English were

The fourth 
services will 
ning. Nov.

1 Holmesburg

in 
be 
16.

a series of church 
held Sunday eve- 
at 8 o'clock at

Methodist Church,
i 8118 Frankford ave.. which is
' celebrating an anniversary.
i 135th. The Rev. John Barnes,

also i

Jr..
pastor, is . a lodge member. The 

: Grand Master of Pennsylvania. Guy 
1 S. Powell, and his staff are expect- 
I ed to attend. As is their custom, 
i the lodge will leave a memento 
i at the church, in the form of a 
! piece of furniture for the Sunday 
; School room.

At the Lodge meeting in the 
' Lodge rooms of the Times Build- 
i ing, on Monday evening. Nov. 17. 
i the centenary celebration wifi take 
the form of a Past Grand's night. 

I when the oldest officers will take 
the officer's chairs. In the Past 

' Grand's chair, will be A. Daisley 
Fairman, Decatur and Van Dyke 
sts., who was Noble Grand at the 
time of the Lodge’s 50th anniver
sary.

Relics of the organization, orig
inal minute books, old regalia, old 
letterheads and bills of 50 or more 
years ago • will be shown at the 
meeting.

abhorred. The impression that Eng- I 
land in any way had claim to the ; 
U. S. retarded any movement such 1 
as the Odd Fellows, especially । 

i when its members met behind 
' closed doors and excluded the pub- 
■ lie from its rites. It took "selling" 

by Thomas Wildey and his brother 
Odd Fellows to convince, the Am-

■ orican people that the organiza- 
[ tion’s aim was fraternity with ilsi 
। fellow man and sole purpose to\i.
perform the duties enjoined upon’; 

isit the sick, re-t 
ed. educate the .

Odd Fellows, to
licve the distressed.
orphan, and bury the dead.

Within a few years, lodges ap-
peared in communities throughout 
the country. The three links be
came a familiar symbol. Hardly a 
town failed to have its Odd Fel
lows Hall, which came to replace
the 
Ire.

schoolroom as the social cen- 
It was used as a meeting place

;! by the lodge and was available 
!l for dances, parties and community

by

meetings.
The earliest lodge in this area 

‘ was Rising- Star Lodge No. 47 of 
I Bustleton. founded in 1832. and in- 

■ eluding men from Holmesburg. Fox 
, Chase. Somerton and other towns. 

The Holmesburg group then decid-

The- centennial dinner is Thur«-. 
day. Nov. 20, at 7 p.m. al the Tor- 
resdale Country Club when the 
guest of honor will be Dr. Arthur 
C. Tiemeyef. noted Baltimore sur- 

' geon, and Sovereign Grand Mas- 
ter of the Order in United States' 

!and> Hawaii. Grand Master Powell 
I is also expected to attend.. Warren : 
■ S. Irelan, 4220 Harte] st.. District '
Deputy Grand Master, 
toastmaster.

Articles of interest 
Lodge and the history

will be the

about the 
of Holmes

burg are being exhibited in the 
window of the hardware store, 
8014 Frankford ave., which has 
been designated as centennial head
quarters. Edgar Robinson, a mem: 
ber of the. Lodge, painted a canvas 

• sign for the Times Building where
the Lodge meets, which was erected 

' before the. centennial programs be- 
. gan.

Officers are: Noble grand, Robert 
N. Griffith; vice grand, John R. Par- 

. ry; recording secretary, Edward M, 
Shisler; financial secretary. Auden- 

. ried S. Downes, and treasurer, Ed- 
' win M. Rowland.

cd to have a lodge of its own. With . 
the blessing of Rising Star Lodge, ’ 
the men applied for a charter. On . 
Nov. 20. 1847, Mystic Lodge. No. 
270, I.O.O.F. was instituted.

Later in 1899. Rising Star merg- . 
cd with Mystic after 'suffering re- ’ 
verses. Mystic also merged with 
Hand-in Hand Lodge of Frankford 
in 1925. Two local lodges are off
shoots of the Holmesburg rne. Hen
ry Disston 8, of Tacony founded in 
1885. and Bustleton, 1193.

The ceremony of. institution, 
which took place at 4 o'clock, Sat
urday. afternoon. was conducted by J 
the officers of the Grand Lodge of • 
Pennsylvania, who came from dif
ferent sections of the state that 
they might take part in creating 
a new representative. After the 
ceremonies, all adjourned to the 
Mt. Methodist Church for dinner. 
The Lodge and their visitors then 
returned to the lodge-room for the 
first meeting. Officers were elected 

i and the career begun of the Odd
Fellows of Holmesburg.

The first meeting place was the 
i second floor . of a handle factory,

Odd Fellowship dates its exist
ence in this country from 1821.

located on 
Frankford

Welsh rd., west of 
ave. It was later a

uum lo^I. i blacksmith shop, and but recently 
There had been various attempts I torn down. It was not a'satisfac- 
to found lodges here before, each , tory meeting place and the mem- 
working under a charier issued by bers desired a more suitable 
the Grand Lodge in England. In : " ’ ’

one.
1821. Thomas Wildey brought from 
England a charter creating the 
Grand Lodge of the United States, 
independent of the English Branch 
the Independent Order of Odd Fel
lows.

But the town had no suitable 
hall for its business and social 
events. And so the Athenaeum As
sociation was born. The Odq Fel
lows subscribed to a large portion 
of .Tire stock, the balance being
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interior of the Centuries Old Baptist Church
The pew stalls with their tiny doors are shown in this photograph of the interior of the historic 
building. In the background is the pulpit where the new pastor, the. Rev. Karie Kauffman, pre
sided at services, Sunday, June 1, in observance of the church’s 259th anniversary. The congregation 
has approved plans to turn the edifice into a historic shrine, since the members attend the Baptist 
Church in Bustleton.— (Times Staff Photos)

-'J'
<</

The Key to Old Pennepack
heavy metal key, five inches long, opens the wide colonial 

doors of Old Pennepack Church. The key is kept by the care
taker and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Amos Taylor, Krewstown rd., 
who keep the church in excellent condition through the year, 
although it is open to the public only on “Pennepack Day,” the 
first Sunday in June.

Colonial Pennepack Church 
Observes 259th Anniversary

By ELSIE LINDEMAN
For the 259th time, the congre

gation of the oldest Baptist church 
in Pennsylvania and the seventh 
oldest in the country, met on Sun
day, June 1 to celebrate another an
niversary. The historic old Penne
pack Church on Meetinghouse and I 
Krewstown rd., between Welsh rd. 
and Rhawn st., was founded in j 
1688, although actual -construction• 
of a church building did not begin 
until 1707.

Pennepadk was not the first Bap
tist church in this state; Roger Wil
liams claiming the distinction of 
founding the first in Cold Springs 
in 1684, but the local church is the 
oldest. It survived the short-lived 
Cold Springs church which ceased 
'to exist in 1702.

Special ceremonies marked the 
occasion. The new pastor, the Rev 
Karie F. Kauffman, was welcomed 
at the services. Interim pastor, th< 
Rev. Dr. Evan A. Reiff, professor 
of English and literature at Eastern 
Baptist Seminary at Overbrook 
who served the congregation after 
the resignation of the Rev. Dr. Ro
bert T. Tumbleston, preached at the 
10:30 o’clock morning service.

He and Mr. Kauffman officiated 
at the communion. The choir sang 

j an anthem, and duet was given by' 
; Mrs. Howard Brown, Jr. and James 
' O’Lone. William Tumbleston, bro- 
1 ther of the former pastor who re- 
j signed in October after 23 years at 
। the local church, is the organist for 
. the services.

.on, and his wifeTTane; John Eat-^ 
on, Samuel Jones, . Sarah Eatton| 
fohn Baker, Samuel Vaus, Joseph 
Vshtoii and his wife, Jane; William 
fisher, John Watts, and the Rev. 
Slias Keach made up the first body 
jf the church.

How the small congregation 
ihOse its pastor is an interesting 
jtory. -Keach was the ne’er-do- 
well son of a minister of London. 
It 20 he came here, and dressed 
as a clergyman for a lark, received 
an offer to preach to the Penne
pack group. When he stood before 
the congregation, he became afraid 
of his .boldness, and faltered. The 
listeners thought him ill. In tears, 
ne confessed he was an impostor, 
□egging God’s mercy for his mas
querade. He went to the Rev. 
Thomas Dungan, pastor of the Cold 
Springs Church, for counsel. Con
vinced of his sincerity, Mr. Dungan 
oaptized him. Keach returned to 
Pennepack where he became an 
effective preacher.

His successors, the early pastors 
if the church, traveled to the sur
rounding states of New Jersey, 
New York, Delaware, and Mary-

The new pastor presided at the 
2:30 o’clock service when the Rev. 
Dr. Reuben Harkness, president of 
th? American Baptist Historical So
ciety, and professor of church his
tory at Crozer Seminary, Chester 
was the principal speaker. Dr. Hark-

ess was introduced by another 
pecial guest, Dr. Gustav Gableman, 
iewly elected executive secretary 
f the Pennsylvania Baptist Con- 
?ntion. There was music by the 
lothers’ Chorus of the Jacobs
:hool.
On Pennepack Day, always the * 
rst Sunday m Jun^. memuex.s meet j 
•olley cars -with their automobiles i 
ad also provide transportation • 
rom the main church, in Bustleton, 
o make it more convenient foi . 
hose who wish to attend the serv- 
?es.
Another anniversary was cele- 

rated by Mr. and Mrs. Amos Tay- 
?r, who live on Krewstown rd. 
text door to the church. The Tay- 
ors observed their 29th year ’ as 
caretakers for Old Pennepack.

Although the congregation' has' 
outgrown the old meeting-house, 
nd a larger, more impressive 
:hurch edifice in Bustleton is the 
lew place of worship, Baptists still 1 
eturn yearly to the simple struc- 
ure which symbolizes the origin ' 
>f their faith in the Northeast.

Twelve men and women founded 
.he Pennepack Church near the 
.■reek from which it got its name. 
They left England, Ireland and
Vales to find religious liberty in | 

• Dublin township' here. Meeting in : 
me another’s homes; George Eat-'■ \

Although the mother church is 
the First Baptist of Providence, 
R. I„ the body wielding the widest 
influence on the religion’s develop
ment was the company of 12 which 
established the church at Penne
pack, said the Rev. Robert T. Tum- 
belston, DD, past pastor of Penne- 
pack, in his history of the church 
published on its 250th anniversary 
in 1938*

The growth of the church was 
slow, membership totaling only 46 
by 1700. The congregation met in 
private homes of members, until 
1707, when Samuel Jones, one of 
the early pastors, donated a plot of 
ground for the erection of a church 
building. Purchases and other gift; 
of land, increased considerably the 
size of the church holdings.

The first meeting 'house, a 25- 1 
foot-square, remained unchanged 
for 53 years with some alterations 

j in 1760. Fourteen years later, it । 
was enlarged to 30 by 45 feet. At 

| that time, pews, galleries and a
stove were added. In 1805 the 
present- colonial structure was 
erected.

The church has a quaint simpli
city. A high pulpit overlooks the 
pew stalls closed with tiny doors. 
From this lofty spot, the preacher 
can see and be seen in the galler
ies, which are reached by winding 
stairs in the rear of the church. 
The open spaces on each side of 
the structure once contained the 
huge stoves which served to heat 
the building. Matting covers the 
rough plank floors. The huge thick 
doors swing on hand wrought hing
es. '

It was under the ministry of an
other Samuel Jones, that the last 
church edifice was erected. Jones, 
a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania, then known as the 
College of Philadelphia, was or
dained there. He founded and 
taught theology and the arts in an 
academy in his own home near the 
church Rhode Island College owes 
much for its founding to Mr. Jones. 
In those days, few colonies wouic 
grant a charter to a college formec 
by Baptists, but one was securec ■ 
in Rhode Island, and Jones became 
m ardent worker for the success 
of the school. At one time, he was 
offered the presidency of the Insti
tution. now known as Brown Uni
versity. but declined to remain in 
his pastorate at Pennepack.

Many of Pennepack’s ministers 
studied at the University of Penn
sylvania, and one member 'of the 
cnurch, Ebenezer Kinnersley, 
worked wim Benjamin Frankim 
.n his experiments with "execiric 
.ire.” Kinneisky is buried in the 
church yard, where all the tomb
stones face east, in a kind of wel
come to tne "Judgment Day.’’

At the end of the Civil War. the 
pastor, the Rev. William E. Corn- 
vein was responsible for the build- - 
mg of a meeting-house in the im- j 
aeuiate village of .bustieton. A 1 
none building was erected for Sun- 
lay Scnool and evening services.

With the new edifice in the heart 
.-f an expanding community, more 
versons began attending the Bap- 
ist church, and the swing was to- 
.vard the new, away from the old. 
.n 1385 another building was be- j 

land, so that Pennepack may be 
considered the mother of Baptists 
there. Baptists of Philadelphia, 
Trenton,..Chester and Salem united 
with the Pennepack Church so that 
at one time all the Baptists of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey were 
regarded as members of the local 
church.

gun under the ministry of the Rev. j
□hhrles Warwick. । r- 1The Bustieion church was never 

a large church, but its influence 
was felt in such outlying sections 
as Fox Chase, Tacony and Hunt
ingdon Valley. Sunday Schools es- 
.abiished in other communities, and 
visiting preachers sent out by it, 
.lelped the local church perform 
service to the great Northeast area.

Although old Pennepack is revis
ited but once a year by its mem
bers, it is, regarded with affection 
and awe by them. It has outlived 
its purpose as a place of worship, 
out its age and history have made 
its members seriously discuss turn
ing it into a museum, where others 
may come to learn of the historical 
past. (

HiUorc Church Celebrates 259?h Anniversary
. innnded in 1688, the oldest Baptist Church in Old Pennepack, d on Krewstown rd. at Meetinghouse rd., 

Pennsylvania,! • Rhawn st. The present Colonial structure 
between Welsh • and is surrounded by a tiny churchyard, 
was erected former members have been buried. Services 
^hold^here? only once a year, on “Old Pennepack Day,” the 

first Sunday of June.



Holme Never Planned It This Way
Man Who Laid Out This City 
Buried in Forgotten Grave

The wire fence is sagging to 
earth, but the underbrush is 
piled six or seven feet high. 
New weeds are somehow thrust
ing their way through the debris 
of other years.

The wild cherry trees are 
being throttled to death.

And the monument itself—its 
sides'are chipped away, its face 
is covered with scrawled initials 
and, a plaintive protest in this 
wilderness, the scratched words, 
“wage tax.”

Planned City
Here, then, is the final resting 

place of Captain Thomas Holme, 
the man who laid out the City 
of Philadelphia for William 
Penn.

The Holme grave is in a grove 
known as Holme-Crispin Park, 
Holme ave., north of Welsh rd. 
Its monument was erected in 
1924, tercentenary of his birth. 
He died in 1695.

When the monument was 
erected someone apparently saw 
ahead to today. For a heavy 
wire fence was placed around 
the plot. Now it is virtually 
gone.

Only trees, weeds and grass 
seem to bloom in the sordid 
surroundings. The dogwood 
flowered forlornly this spring, 
then gave up. Even the warn
ing signs posted, presumably in 
1924, seem no longer to care. 
Time and vandals have obliter
ated all but the “warning.”

Cousin of Penn
The graveyard takes its name 

from William Crispin, cousin of 
William Penn and Captain 
Holme. The latter received 
Penn’s appointment as surveyor 
general April 18, 1682. He ar
rived here late in June; and 
completed his survey by the end 
of September.

He laid out a city embracing 
the territory from Vine to South . 
sts., and from the Delaware to 
Schuylkill rivers.

Did Good Job
The following year the map of 

the “great town” in the new 
world was published in London. 
Holme had faithfully followed 
Penn’s instructions to “observe 
the. natural advantages of the 
site and select a strip of land 
convenient to navigable rivers, 
with the land high, dry and 
healthy, • where ships could un-

&

The neglected grave of Captain Thomas Holme, in Holme- 
Crispin Park. At left is a close-up of the battered monument, 
bearing a cryptic and ineffectual protest against the wage tax.

load cheaply and quickly.”
Captain Holme did his job 

well. Whose job it is, or should 
be, to preserve his grave and 
monument, is a question that re- 
.cent research has not yet an
swered.

Following erection of the 
monument a meeting of trustees 
of the cemetery was held. The 
late Eli Kirk Price, of the Fair
mount Park Commission, at
tended. He indicated the tract 
would be included eventually in 
Fairmount Park through action 
by City Council.

Russell Vogdes, chief engineer 
of the park commission, was in
terested when told of the state 
of the cemetery today, and set 
about checking the records.

Mt

W

He found that a section of the 
plot in which the ^cemetery is 
located was transferred to the 
city by ordinance ip 1928 to be
come a part of Penhypack Park. 

Not Included
But the cemetery was not in

cluded. The ordinance (October 
15, 1928) stated specifically that

*wp

excepted was “a plot of ground 
of one acre known as Crispin 
Cemetery.”

Reasons were not given. Pre
sumably it was felt that the city 
had no legal right to the ceme
tery. For that matter it still 
hasn’t legal right to the tract of 
37 acres it did take over.

The city simply adopted the 

ordinance, and then failed to 
follow with the necessary legal 
steps to take title.

So Captain Thomas Holme 
rests in a bramble patch with 
scores of others whose names 
are not even known.

| Col. John M. Gentner to Head
First Regiment, Reserve Defense

Colonel John Milton Gentner, of ! 
3259 Cottman street,, has been selected ■ 
by Governor James as regimental com
mander for the First Regiment, Phila
delphia, of the Pennsylvania Reserve 
Defense Corps, which will replace the 
National Guard now in Federal serv
ice. Colonel Gentner is an industrial 
engineer and has been in military train
ing during the greater part of his life.

He joined the National Guard in 
1909 and was the youngest captain in 
the United States Army expedition that 
was sent to the Mexican border in 1916. 
He was then in command of Company 
C, First Pennsylvania Regiment.

He was an officer in the 109th Infan- 
' try Regiment when he was caught in 
a machine gun volley at Fismes 
France, and received the wounds that 
put him in hospitals for more than a 
year. He was commanding officer of 
the 103d Engineers when he retired! 
from the National Guard in 1938.
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Artillery Battalion, for meri-

Navy Surgeon Dares Death in Swim 
to Save Young Chutist’s LifeComm. Pangburn Rescues Swimmer in Voyage and Operates on Boy without AnestheticIt was high noon in July in a little picture-book Algerian village on the south shore of the Mediterranean.Naval officers there were about to go to mess. Suddenly a young Army paratrooper rode up, dismounted and asked to see the commanding officer.“We’ve jumped into the hills, several miles away,” he said. “Some are injured. One of my buddies is hurt very badly, sir, and needs medical aid.”The commanding officer nodded to Lieutenant Commander Edward W. Pangburn, 48, of 4136 Decatur st., Philadelphia surgeon and trustee of Bucknell University, now home on leave.Commander Pangburn questioned 

j the young paratrooper, learned that ' 
j the terrain over which he had rid- jden was too rough for motor trans- , [port. He learned also that this young paratrooper had comman- : deered his horse from an Arab.
iA Rough Trip“Perhaps,” suggested the paratrooper, “we could go by boat. He’s in a stone house, near a cove. I—I think I could find it from the sea, sir.”Within a few minutes, the Navy disclosed here today, Commander Pangburn and a chief pharmacist’s mate directed by the paratrooper, were in a landing barge, headedtoward the cove.The day was rough. Spindrift splashed in their faces. Cove after cove, hill after hill went by. All looked alike, but the paratrooper was certain he could identify the place.By mid-afternoon the paratrooper pointed to the cove, and the landing barge headed toward the stone; house. But the shore was so rocky the coxswain said he didn’t dare try to go nearer than 300 yards of theshore.Sb, finally, the commander, chief pharmacist’s 'mate and the paratrooper decided to swim. The paratrooper and the chief pharmacist’s mate stripped. Commander Pang- i burn kept on his shoe's so he would (not injure his feet' on the rocky | shore.

Saved From DrowningHe clenched the handle of his 12- j pound Navy medical case in hisj teeth and jumped overboard with.the others.They tried to keep together, but rough seas carried the pharmacist’s mate away. Finally, the paratrooper became exhausted, sank beneath the waves.Commander Pangburn dived twice. The second time he came up with the paratrooper. His own strength ebbing, Dr. Pangburn tried I to kick off his shoes, but could not.When the physician and the paratrooper finally were virtually washed ashore, they found the pharmacist's mate, prostrate, on the 
i beach. For half an hour or so the ' three men lay there, while strength flowed back into them.Then, assisted by other paratroopers, they went into the house, on the floor of which, covered by an Army blanket, lay the injured man.He had a leg injury, and a bruised side, but, more seriou^, a strangulated hernia.

Emergency OperationCommander Pangburn saw he was in terrific pain, but when he asked the trooper how he felt, the boy said: “I’m feeling better now, but I had a lot of pain.”To the surgeon’s practiced eye the soldier's reply suggested, that the circulation had been shut off, that possibly gangrene was setting in. There was no time to w^it. So Ihen and there, while the chief pharmacist’s mate and the injured paratrooper’s pals assisted, Commander Pangburn performed an emergency operation without even a local anesthetic.The patient responded well, but needed hospitalization and a sec-

Lt. Com. EDWARD W. 
PANGBURNondary operation. So the paratroopers ripped a. door from the house and made it into a stretcher. Then they borrowed a burro from an Arab, strapped the stretcher on it and started up the winding mountain trails.Six miles farther on they ran into a convoy of Army trucks, and transferred their patient to one. He was removed to a hospital, and since has recovered fully.

Swim Back to BargeCommander Pangburn and the chief pharmacist’s mate rested fori a while; then, noting the sea had I calmed, swam the 300 yards back ] to the landing barge. They got ■ back to their station too late for; evening chow, . more than seven1 hours after they had received the I call for help.Shortly after Dr. Pangburn returned to his station he was seized with pains in the abdomen and chest —the strain of the day had caughtup with him.The’Navy sent him to a hospital in Morocco for treatment, and then to one in this country, where he remained for a month before coming home on leave. He is prone to minimize the Navy’s account of the incident, but admits that, although he enjoys swimming, he never had such a cold, wet, swim in his life.Dr. Pangburn, who has one son in ; the Army and one in the Navy, is on the staffs of Nazareth, Northeastern and Frankford Hospitals.
Edward I. Oliver 
Cited for Bravery

For showing unusual courage 
and bravery in action and in the 
face of enemy fire, Private First 
class Edward J. Oliver, 3rd, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. 
Oliver, of 8038 Walker st., has 
been cited and awarded the 
bronze star medal.

The Presidential citation reads 
as follows:

“By direction of the President 
the Bronze Star Medal is award
ed to:

Private First Class Edward J. 
Oliver, 3d, Medical Department, 
Medical Detachment, 28th Field

torious achievement in connec
tion with military operations 
against the enemy on 7 and 14 
July in the vicinity of --------- ,
France. Knowing anti-personnel 
mines were planted in the field 

. where wounded soldiers were 
lying, Private Oliver unhesi
tatingly advanced into this area 
without regard for his personal 
safety to adminster first aid and 
evacuate the casualties. On 14 
July, during a heavy enemy ar
tillery barrage, he rapidly evacu
ated, two seriously wounded sol
diers to the battalion aid sta
tion. His quick thinking and 
courage directly resulted in the 
saving of many lives. Entered 
the military service from Penn
sylvania.

By command of Major Gen
eral Stroh.

Thomas J. Cross, 
Colonel, General Staff Corps, 

. Chief of Staff.

Mr. and Mrs.FOUR STAR FAMILY—These are the sons of .....Abraham Serota, 3517 Vista st., who are serving Uncle Sam 
just like their Dad used to do. Top left, Bernard; right, 
Jack; bottom left, Sydney right, Albert.

1 Mayfair Proud
of Serota Family;
Four in Service

Mayfair residents .can well be 
proud of the Scrota boys, four 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Abraham 
Serota,. 3517 Vista st., who are 
serving irf the Armed Forces. 
Bernard Serota, the eldest, will 
graduate on January 7 as a lieu
tenant from officers’ training 
school at Fort Benning, Ga. He 
is 26, a graduate of Northeast 
High, and was a chemist in 
Trenton, N. J. until his enlist- ■ 
ment five years ago.

Corporal Jack Scrota, the sec-j 
ond son is 22. He enlisted the 
day after Pearl Harbor, and is 
stationed at Camp Wheeler. His 
latest letters say that he is still ( 
winning cups at the U. S. O.’s, 
for his jiterbugging. Until his 
enlistment he was employed as a 
bricklayer with Hyman Korman, 
builders.

Nineteen-year-old Sydney Ser
ota is the third , son to volunteer 
and he also joined up the day 
after Pearl Harbor. Syd is in the 
U. S. Coast Guard, and will grad
uate on December 28 from train
ing school at Curtis Bay, Mary
land. He expects to be trans
ferred to foreign service.

The. fourth son is Private Al
bert Serota, of the U. S. Marines, 
still in training at Parris Island, 
S. C., as a paratrooper. His let
ter says, “I am enjoying the life; 
having plenty of fun, and I 
might have been a boy before, 
but I’ll be a man when I come 
out.”

These four sons take after 
their father, Abe, who served two 
enlistments in the Spanish 
American War, from 1898 until 
1904, and in the World War, and 
who is highly indignant because 
Uncle Sam won’t accept him in 
World War II. “After all,” he 
says, “I’m only 61, and got 

\ty of fight in me yet.”

PRESENT FOR MOTHER — 
Matthew M. Burg, 3449 Shel- 
mire st., is in Austrialia but 
has not forgotten his mother 
and a present is on the way 
for her. He likes the people 
in Austrialia very much. He 
gets good food and the peo
ple are nice to him. And best 
of all.he likes his copy of the 
Mayfair Times which keeps 
him in touch with the boy 
at home.
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Mount Zion Church 
Observes Golden
Jubilee at Banquet

The 50th anniversary banquet 
of the Mount Zion Baptist Church,
Welsh rd. and Erdrick st., was

Installation ceremonies duplicating the founding of the Mystic Lodge No. 270, 100F, in a blacksmith 
shop at Welsh rd. and Craig st., 100 years ago, were held Saturday in the lodge hall of the Times 
Building, 8033 Frankford ave. Climaxing the ritual, Guy S. Powell, (right, centre) Grand Master of 
Pennsylvania, presents the gavel to Robert N. Griffith, 4208 Meridian st.. Noble Grand. Others’ par
ticipating _are (front row, left) John R. Parry, 4576 Oakmont av£., Vice-Grand; (front row, right)

James H. Ely, Waynesburg, Pa., Grand Warden; and (rear, left to right) Edward Shisler, 8055 Moro 
st.;~Edgar C. Robinson, 4238_Sheffield 'st.; Edwin M. Rowland, 8112 Frankford ave., and Audenried 

are recording se cretary, retiring Noble Grand; treasurer and fi-S. Downes, 7016 Erdrick st. They 
nancial secretary respectively.

I held last night in the church audi
torium attended by more than 200 
guests.

I The dinner closed a week of 
। services commemorating the gold- 
। en jubilee of the church.

Guest speakers for the services 
held during the week were the

I Rev. A. T. Roebuck, the Rev. Ro- 
! bert Dadivson, pastor of Holmes- ;

burg Baptist Church; the Rev. C.
1 M. Smith, pastor of Wayland 
, Temple, B. C.; the Rev. C. A. . 
: Townsend, pastor of Unity B. C., j 
! Holmesburg; the Rev. G. H. L. j 
; Mills, pastor of Star of Hope Bap- ’ 
' tist Church, Tacony; the Rev. J. ■ 
( C. King, pastor of the Second I 
, Baptist Church, Frankford; the ' 

Rev. E. T. Lewis, former pastor 1 
of Mount Zion; Dr. Jesse Belmont 
Barber, dean of Seminary at Lin
coln University; and the Rev. J.

[ V/. Dyches, another former pastor 
of Mount Zion.

A golden jubilee program with 
the combined choirs and other lo
cal talent on Sunday evening was

Odd Fellows Lodge 
Installs Officers;
Observes Founding I. i Last. Saturday, Oct. 4, over 100 

~l members of Mystic Lodge, No. 270, 
I Odd Fellows, filled the lodge room 
; at Athenaeum Hall (now the Times 
: Building) 8033 Frankford ave., to 
witness the installation of the re- 

" cently elected officers of the lodge 
. for the coming term. At this cere

mony, performed by Guy S. Powell. 
Grand Master of Pennsylvania, and

... his staff of Grand Lodge Officers 
■ j as part of Mystic Lodge’s centenni

al celebration, Edgar C. Robinson 
was elevated to the rank of Past 

' Grand while Robert N. Griffith was 
installed as the two hundredth 
Noble 'Grand of the Lodge; John 
R. Parry as Vice jGrand. Edward 
M. Shisler as Recording Secretary, 

j Audenried S. Downes as Financial 
■^^ecretary and Edwin M. Rowland

as treasurer.
Immediately following the meet

ing the group attended a dinner 
held in the hall of the Holmesburg- 
Methodist Church in honor of the 
newly installed officers, the Grand 
Master and his Staff, and the ladies 
of Lady Mystic Rebekah Lodge, at 
which time Edgar C. Robinson of
ficiated as Toastmaster.

Among those who addressed the 
gathering was A. Daisley Fairman, 
one hundredth Noble Grand of 
Mystic Lodge and its presiding of
ficer at the time of its fiftieth an
niversary in 1897..

The .evening program which fol
lowed was conducted by Edward 
M. Shisler, and was the occasion of 
a number of presentations ,to mem
bers of the Lodge. Mrs* Revah 
Braim Pettit, of Lady Mystic Re
bekah Lodge, presented to Mystic 
Lodge a 50 year jewel worn by her 
late father, George Braim, which 
was in turn awarded to Walter 
T. Meehan, a member for 50 years, 
for outstanding service to the 
Lodge.

Edwin M. Rowland accepted Mrs. 
Pettit's gift on behalf of the Lodge, 
while District Deputy Grand Mast
er Warren C. Irelan, made the pres
entation to Mr. Meeham..

Edgar C. Robinson, retiring as 
Noble Grand, was given a wrist 
watch in recognition of his recent 
work in the Lodge. John W. March, 
retiring as Secretary of the Lodge 
after 25 years in that office, was
given a fitted traveling bag by the 

: members. Guy S. Powell. Grand 
Master was presented with a smok- 

, ing stand as a memento of the oc- 
V casion. To round out the evening 
' \ a motion picture produced last year 
l. by the Pennsylvania Railroad to 
'* commemorate its one hundredth an-

. niversary was shown.

Noble Grand Congratulated
First to congratulate Mr. Griffin as Noble Grand, is A. Daisley 
Fairman, (centre) 4711 Decatur st., who held the same office 
when the Mystic Lodge celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 1897. 
Walter T. Meeham, (right) 7027 Cottage st., is the only other 
'present-day member who also was present at the anniversary
celebrati •' fifty years ago.—(Times Staff Photo)

letter 
Irelan, 
Secret 
start ;

19th C< 
headqu,

followed by a talk 
Stephens, president

by Mrs. Leola 
of the Ladies’

Auxiliary of the Pennsylvania 
Baptist Association.

The pastor of the church is the 
Rev. A. W. Nix.

---------- T----------

Lodge Members 
I In Ancient Garb 
Mark Anniversary

The last week of the Centennial 
i, Celebration of Mystic Lodge. No.

270, I. O. O. F.. of Holmesburg, 
\ has been one of great activity, 
' members report.

Headquarters have been opened 
I at 8014 Frankford ave., and many 

); comments have been received as 
It to the pictures and relics on dis- 
i play. On Monday evening. Noble 
; Grand Bob Griffith and his offi- 
f cers surrendered their chairs to 
I the Past Grands of the lodge for 
1 the celebration of "Past Grands
Night.’’

The honorary officers for the 
evening were installed into their 
offices by District Deputy Grand 
Master Warren C. Irelan and his Q f Q r f XI ? rv ~ ~ *--*. _ _ „ - . A X K. x a 11 ci

staff who appeared for the 
sion wearing the costumes 
years ago.

Past Grand William M. 
and was installed as Noble 
and conducted the affairs 
evening from that chair. 
Office of t'

occas- 
of 100

Rowl- 
Grand 
of the

- ----   Every
10dge was bya Past kj-rand. J

! Many highlights of the past 100 
years were brought to the atten
tion of the assembled lodge. Stor
ies of the past were told by Hugh 
Dunn. Walter T. Meeham traced 
the "Family Tree of Mystic 
Lodge." Edwin M. Rowland de
scribed the degree work of 100 
years ago and William M. Rowland 
and John W. March told of the 
history of Mystic Lodge during the 20th century.

After the meeting refreshments 
were served.

On Sunday, the Odd Fellows 
tended evening service 
Holmesburg Methodist 
Almost 150 Odd Fellows 
becahs were present.

rs at-
at the 

Church, 
and Re-

-T-

Mark Their Centennial
rs of Mystic Lodge 270, I. O. O. F.. donned garb 
entury in celebrating “Past Grand Night," held at their 
arters, 8033 Frankford ave., Monday evening. The group 
rving its 100th anniversary this year. AXbove members 

sign announcing that fact. Lett to fight are. Warren C-
Deputy Grand Master of District?; A. S. Downes, Financial 
ry of Mystic 270, and E. M. Rowland. Treasurer.— (Times hoto).

of the
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CITY BDILDlNIi CODE 
VIOLATED BY U. S, 

GROUP CHARGES
Defense Housing Units 

are Denounced as 
Firetraps

USE OF WPA LABOR CITED

(FEBRUARY CIRCULATION «323U COPIES DAILY) PHILADELP H I A, F R IDA Y,

Government Houses That City Builders Criticise

MAR C H 2 7,

194 2 _____ ____ „

The Federal Government is ignor
ing the Philadelphia building code 
In its defense housing, it became 
known today, when private builders 

, branded as firetraps some of the 3,- 
400 new units for workers here.

The Government is using WPA la
bor on one of. the projects, it is 
charged by the Home Builders’ As- 

isociation of Philadelphia and Sub- 
! Urbs.

Charles F. Flanigan, chief of the 
Bureau of Municipal Building In
spection, said that Philadelphia of
ficials never have approved plans or 
issued building permits for any of 
the five defense housing projects 
now being completed.

“Government-officials ruled, after 
there was some checking by us over 
Authority projects, that it was their 

i ground and money, and'that no mu
nicipal permit was required,” Flani
gan said. “When they bowled us I 

; out, I just stayed out.” '
(Old Custom Abandoned

He added that while there is no 
I legal way to make Uncle Sam sub
mit his housing plans, it was the 
Government’s custom in the past— 
“when they were building Federal 

! hospitals and the like”—to meet lo
cal specifications.

Carroll Shelton, executive secre- 
: tary of the Home Builders’ Associa- 
’ tion, was the first to charge that at 
least two of the five new defense 
housing projects, both erected with 

' wood, “are fire-traps and construct
ed out of , frame in violation of the 
municipal building code.”

Shelton specifically named the 
wooden 1,000 unit Pennypack 
Woods development, at Frankford 
and Holme avs., and the 200-unit 
Oxford Village, at Oxford av. and 
Comly st., as “bandbox fire haz
ards.” ,

Carl J. Mayer, president of the 
Philadelphia builders, said he was 
denied a building permit by the city 
in the same ward, the 35th, to use

Part of the Pennypack Woods defense housing development which private builders say violates 
city building code. The buildings, of frame, are called “fire traps. The structure in 

middle is for four families

sharply denied that any of the Fed
eral housing units are “firetraps.”

All projects, he said, comply with 
the sanitary code, and are “general
ly very well built, indeed.”

It was said also that similar frame 
housing units are being erected at 
this time by the Government “all 
over the country.”

This statement caused Shelton to 
ask: “At $4,500 or better per unit?”

The controversy brought out into 
। the open the fact that the Federal 
Government will be Philadelphia’s 
No. 1 landlord of “for rent” housing 
units when the five new defense 
units are finished.

But the Government does not ex
pect to go farther into the homes- 
for-rent real estate business if pri
vate builders erect at least 16,000 
new units in this area by the end of 
1942 to care for defense workers’ 
needs.
U. S. May Build More Units

Otherwise, as many as 6,000 addi
tional defense housing units may be 

i built with Federal funds.

On the other hana, ^dsiotfuutt' 
James B. Kelly, Housing Authorit; s 
executive director, declared tha ' 
builders have nothing to fear in tht 
way of Governmental competition 
so long as the privately financed J 
builders themselves can take care 
of the “for rent” needs.

“It is the policy of the Philadel
phia Authority that expanded de- ■ 
fense housing needs be left to pri
vate enterprise,” Kelly explained. : 
“If, however, the need is hot filled 
by private enterprise, the Housing 
Authority is ready to assist Federal 
agencies in providing it.”
Green Light for Builders

Such a policy would be regarded 
as “a green light to Philadelphia 
builders to go the limit in meeting 
defense needs without competition 
from Santa Claus,” Shelton said.

Government spokesmen, in Wash
ington and here, said they would re
main on the sidelines only so long as 
“for rent” defense housing is avail- ' 
able and not just “for sale” homes.

Shelton says that private build-

apartment structures now are being 
erected privately for $6,000 per 
building—$3,000 a unit. He said 
likewise that the d'verage sales price 
of all dwellings contemplated is $4,- 
750 each, with the rank and file of 
single homes scaled at $4,350.

The latter .would rent for $40. 
Utilities and heat are not included, 
but many of these homes, are con
siderably larger than those being 
built by Uncle Sam.

The cheapest you can rent from 
Uncle Sam anywhere, if you are 
just an ordinary industrial worker, 
and can’t get into a low-cost project, 
is at Oxford Village. You can get a 
three-room home there for $27.50 
monthly, all utilities but coal includ
ed, or $32.50 for a three-room home 
“with everything.”

“Only industrial workers are 
qualified to live in these homes,” 
Kelly said.

wood “even for bay windows.”
Mayer has built thousands of 

homes in Philadelphia over a 21- 
year period. His brother, Walter, a 

.’licensed plumber, declares that the 1 
pipe used for the Pennypack Woods 
plumbing “is a code all its own.”
WPA Labor Used Extensively

The Pennypack Woods develop
ment covers 120 acres, is composed 
of 297 buildings, and has four dif
ferent kinds of housing apartments.

WPA labor was used on this job 
extensively by the Government. 
WPA did the grading, the putting 
down of streets and curbs. WPA 
did just about all of the outside 
work. It was the first time WPA 

. labor was used on any of the de
fense housing work in the Philadel
phia area.

Besides the • Pennypack Woods 
and Oxford Village jobs, other Fed
eral defense housing now going up 
without local building permits are 
Passyunk Homes, 1,000 units, Pen
rose Ferry and Magazine Lane; Ab- 
bottsford Homes, 700 units, East. 
Falls at Henry and Abbottsford avs., 
and Bartram Village, 500 units, 56th 
st. and Elmwood av.

The Philadelphia Housing Au
thority, which contracted for three 
big low-cost or slum clearance proj
ects with Federal aid, got the city’s 
approval first. These were the 
James Weldon Johnson, the Tasker 
ahd the Richard Allen Homes.

No city building permit was is
sued, however, Flanigan said, for a 
fourth low cost housing project, the 
258-unit Hill Creek development, 

I which was built as an experiment by 
I the Government some years ago and 

since turned over to the Authority 
for rental purposes. But then, Flani
gan said it was never intended to be 
anything more than “an experi
ment.”
Firetrap Charge Denied

A spokesman for. the Authority

What is more,’Philadelphia’s No. ers are going to erect duplex apart- 
2 “for rent” landlord, the city, ments on volume jobs in combina- 
through the Philadelphia Housing tion with traditional Philadelphia 
Authority, is going completely out single-family dwellings. He esti- 
of the Government-subsidized low mated that this type of construction
cost or slum clearance housing for 
the duration. In this move, Uncle 
Sam, who pays part of the rent, is 
in full accord.

The Government has more than 
$15,000,000 tied up in its “for rent” 
housing for defense workers; the 
Philadelphia Authority and the 
Government more than $17,500,000 
in the low cost units.

Low cost housing units number 
3,117. They are all completed and 
now occupied 100 per cent, with the 
exception of about 1,100 units of the 
Richard Allen Homes, at 9th and 
Poplar sts.

Already more than 4,500 appli
cants are seeking these remaining, 
unfinished units, where persons in 
the eligible low income group can 
get a three-room apartment, with 
all utilities included, for as low as 
$14 monthly.

The Government and the city pay 
the difference—about $15 monthly. 
U. S. Expects to Break Even

The Government expects to break 
even on the 3,400 new defense homes 
and get back the cost over a period 
of 25 years. The so-called slum 
clearance projects are to be amor
tized over 60 years.

The Home Builders’ Association 
thinks it can fill all further needs. 
Shelton says that while only 16,000 
units are pledged, this number may 
be increased to 22,000 units.

Federal men question both fig
ures.

Shelton Insists that private spec
ulative- builders can “gamble” in 
construction only in the event the 
Federal. Government does not com
pete.

would rent as low as $32.50 to $35 
a month in sections adjacent to de
fense industries.

On the five existing Government- 
built national defense housing proj
ects, there are three general rent 
schedules, with some variations.

The two all-brick ones—Abbotts
ford Homes and the Bartram Homes 
—rent for $37.50 for three rooms, 
$42.50 for four rooms, and $45 for 
five rooms.
Rent Includes Utilities

Included in this rent are all utili
ties—water, gas for cooking, heat, 
refrigeration and electricity.

At Passyunk Homes, where 530 
units are completed and 470 build
ing, rents for Navy Yard workers 
average $35, $40 and $45, again in
cluding all utilities.

No person other than enlisted 
married men or civilian Navy Yard 
workers with wives or families have 
a chance to get into the Passyunk 
homes.

Within the next few weeks, how
ever, scores of regular defense 
housing units will be made avail
able at Oxford Village, and at Pen
nypack Woods.

The exact rents for the Penny
pack Woods project have not been 
scheduled, but they are expected to 
be about the same as those for Ox
ford Circle—$32.50 to $40 monthly 
if the tenant gets all utilities, but 
$5 a month less if he furnishes his 
own heat.

Figures offered by Kelly show 
that all completed Government de
fense housing units have averaged 
about $4,500 each, including land.

Private builders, through Shelton, 
' contend they can build housing units 
cheaper.
Built at $3,000 a Unit

CHINA HALL'
Can you give a history of China 

Hall tn Bucks county? 1
A. M. S. ' e

China Hall, at. Croydon, Pa., was 
erected in 1779 on part of the 361- 
acre property which had belonged 
to William Penn in 1683. Andreas 
Van Braam Houckgeest, who had 
served as Ambassador to China from 
Holland, was the first occupant of 
the house and brought to it great 
treasures from the Far East which 
were responsible for the name. The 
Hall and property, now approximate
ly 21 acres, were purchased in 1915 
by George W. Wilkins, welfare work
er and director of Galilee Mission, 
this city, and the following year he 
remodeled China Hall to its original 
form and established there a home 
for aged men. In 1944-45 he leased 
it to the U. S. Coast Guard for $1.00, 
for use as a training and educational 
center. This year he has leased it 
for the same fee to the Boy Scouts.

In this connection, Shelton said 
today that the two-family duplex
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sington down Broad st. to 
Award will be presented.

CITY’S HERO TALKS WITH ‘THE BOSS’
This photograph shows Sergeant Albert A. Schmid 

the Marine Corps. Philadelphia’s No. 1 hero of Guadal- 
nal, talking with Major General Alexander A Vande- 

grift, who commanded the Marines on that island.

Schmid Killed
200 Japanese

■

rp HE gallant feat which captured- 
T a Nation’s admiration for Ma
rine Sargeant Albert A. Schmid 
and on next Saturday will bring 
him The Inquirer Award, is the 
sort of story that will inevitably! 
find its' way into history books: 
when peace returns to the world.

His heroic accomplishments on 
Guadalcanal, where he shot down 
200 Japs in one savage night of 
fighting, his machine gun spitting
death until he was blinded and Continued From First Page
unconscious from his many 
wounds, parallel those of such fa
mous Americans as Sergeant Alvin 
C. York.

Certainly no more deserving 
figure than this 22-year-old Phil
adelphian, now convalescing at 
U. S. Naval Hospital, could have 
been chosen from among, the 
great names of this war—the 
Colin Kellys and Meyer Levins 
and Buzz Wagners—as the recip
ient of the first award, which is 
accompanied by $1000 in cash.

OERGEANT SCHMID, who has 
already been awarded the Navy j 

Cross, was one of. that outnum
bered crew of tough Marines who

i landed on Guadalcanal on Aug.1 
7 and held it. For two weeks 
they waited and watched, knowing 
that attack in force would come. 
It came on Aug. 21, in the early 
morning, as .“Smitty’-’ squatted 
in a machine-gun nest beside a. 
sluggish river flowing down to the 
beach.

Two of his buddies were with

Copyright, 1943, by
1 he Philadelphia Inquirer Co. PRICE, TWELVE CENTS

Inquirer to Present Award
To Marine Hero Saturday;
Parade Will Honor Schmid

Mowed Down 200 Japs

Guadalcanal Feat Won
Honors for Sgt. Schmid

him in the nest on the river bank, 
at a point where the stream' was 
only about 50 yards wide. The first 
Jap shots were to feel oqt posi
tions. Then came the mass of 
Jap humanity, stealthy figures in 
the sharp moonlight.
Johnny Rivers, of 145 N. 15th ' 

st., swept the gun to and fro, the 
wading Japs tumbled into the 

Schmid was loading for
Johnny was hit in the

water.
Rivers.
face and Schmid grabbed the gun.
Lee Diamond, 
started to feed

the third Marine, 
it for Schmid.

time, bullets wereY THAT
n flying around us like a 

swarm of bees,” Schmid recalled 
later as he first told his story in a 
San Diego hospital.

The nearest machine gun, about 
150 vards downstream, had been 
put out of action. Schmid’s was 
now the only one in the sector as 
the Japs came on, anxious to mas
sacre. They came 35 to 50 at a 
time, charging -into the water.

Schmid kept swinging that ma
chine gun across group after 
group of them, the Japs tumbling 
like tenpins. Then Diamond got 
it, falling across Schmid’s legs, 
and the latter, who knew that IX 

the Japs got across, they could 
wipe out the American forces, now 
alternately loaded and fired.

HE tried to pick off a machine
gun the Japs had gotten set 

Up not more than 25 yards away 
from him. The machine gun was 
trying to get him. The Japs were 
in the trees. Bullets came straight 
now—and down. Water started 
spurting around Schmid’s lap and 
chest. The water jacket for cool
ing the gun had been shot full of 
holes.

‘‘The gun got blistering hot in 
my hands,” Schmid told in the of
ficial Navy Department release. 
“It made a cracking and spitting 
noise like my mother’s kettle used 
to make on the stove when it was 
empty. But it kept working right 
up to the end.”

The end came when a hand 
grenade hit the left stirrup of the 
machine gun, turning it into junk. 
Something hit Smitty in the face, 
“Everything became dark. I put 
my hand to my face and eyes. I 
felt blood and raw flesh. It 
seemed as if my head would split 
open from pain.”

Schmid and Diamond had their 
.45s now. But Schmid couldn’t 
see.

The Japs got him but they 
, didn’t get across that river.

Sergeant Is First 
To Receive $1000
And Gold Medal

By FRED G. HYDE
If you are a neighbor of Al Schmid—and you are if you 

are a Philadelphian—draw a heavy circle around April 10, next 
Saturday, on your-calendar.

For that is the day on which the first wartime Inquirer 
Hero Award, a gold medal and a check for $1000, will be made.

And its recipient will be Sergeant Albert A. Schmid, of 
the U. S. Marine Corps, who virtually lost his sight behind a 
machine gun. defending a river bank half-way around the 
world, as he fought for every one of his neighbors and for 
every man, woman and child in America.

The award will be made as a climax to a great public dem
onstration—Philadelphia's accolade—through the streets of 
Schmid's own Kensington.

The heroic Marine, 23 years old and holder of the Navy 
Cross, highest decoration in the Navy’s power to bestow, will 
be escorted in the early afternoon in a procession from Ken-

I

City Hall where The Inquirer's
In that procession will march— 

Navy Nurses, WAVES, SPARS 
and flying cadets. There will be 
Army, Navy and Marine detach- . 
merits, as well as a police escort. 
The Police Band will head the 
parade.

The Inquirer Award will be pre
sented to Sergeant Schmid by Major 
General William G. Price, chairman 
of The Inquirer Hero Award Com
mittee, in th- presence of the serg
eant’s commanding officer onljuad- t 
alcana!. Colonel Clifton B. Cates of 
the U. S. Marine Corps, and other 
distinguished guests. The ceremony

; will take place in the Mayor’s re- 
1 ception room at City Hall.

SAMUEL TO OPEN PROGRAM
I Judge Vincent A. Carroll, himself 

a distinguished veteran of the first 
World War, commander of the Citi
zens' Defense Corps, and a member 
of the award committee, will make 
the principal address. Mayor Samuel 
will open the program, introducing 
General Price as chairman. Colo
nel Cates, who has been nominat
ed as a Brigadier General, will

• come here from Quantico, Va., to 
speak.
Sergeant Schmid, who was parti

ally blinded in his encounter with 
more than 200 Japs, was selected to
receive the award as the outstanding 
hero among the members of the
armed forces from the Philadelphia
area.
COMMITTEE OF FIVE

The committee, which will decide 
on other awards later from among 
those extraordinary heroes of the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard and Merchant Marine who 
have received official decorations 
from the Government, is composed 
of five men.

In addition to General Price, who 
was for many years commander of 
the 28th Division, Pennsylvania Na- i 
tional Guard, its members are Cap
tain Harrison A. Bispham, U. S. N. 
R-, recently called from retirement I 
to active service after 19 years of 
Tj.A. at sea; Juci^e Carroll; David E ‘ 
williams, president of the Corn Ex
change National Bank, and Walter

Annenberg, publisher of The 
Philadelphia Inquirer.

The members of the committee . 
will attend the presentation cere
monies Saturday, as Philadelphians 
from every walk of life turn out to do 
honor to the city’s outstanding hero ‘ 
of the present war.
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BIGGEST PRODUCTION NUMBER OF THE FILM HAS ASTAIRE AND BREMER DANCING

..THIS HEART OF MINE” IS INITIAL

i

■

number for the astaire-bremer
$

Ever since filming an elaborate and somewhat apocryphal biography of the late 
Florenz Ziegfeld Jr. (The Great Ziegfeld) Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has evidently 
felt that there was at least one more movie in the career of the glorifier of the 
American girl. The result is Ziegfeld Follies, a musical revue Mr. Ziegfeld might 
have presented if stages were measured in acres and money meant nothing.

M-G-M’s Follies runs along the lines of the Ziegfeld shows which were an
nual events at the New Amsterdam Theater—comedy, dancing, lavish cos-

tumes, plenty of music and plenty of girls. It is a little more highbrov for it 
has a scene from La Traviata, and a water ballet, and it is not nearly s< unny, 
for Victor Moore, Keenan Wynn and Red Skelton do not rise to the comedy 
heights of such old Ziegfeld stars as W. C. Fields, Will Rogers and Leon Errol. 
The film Follies goes to town, however, with the spectacular girl-swathed set
tings which Ziegfeld employed to impress the hayseeds from out-of-town. Un
fortunately for M-G-M, 1946 audiences are less hayseedy.l They will probably 

find decor like that shown in the pictures above a little pretentious and silly.
Nevertheless, the picture is always a visual delight. Director V incente Min

nelli, a veteran of the Broadway scene, handles Technicolor with better taste 
than anyone else in Hollywood. The Follies’ noteworthy moments are Negro 
Songstress Lena Horne’s rendition of a sexy beguin. called Love and the three 
numbers in which Fred Astaire appears—two with Lucille Bremer (see corer) 
and one with Gene Kelly, the only other hoofer in the same class with Fred.





The above picture shows the Torresdale pumping station now under construction. A little over half of^^iMelphia’s water sup^ is obtained from the Delaware and the Torresdale filter plant is the only one ™that m ej. When comp^^to supply 212 million gallons of water a day. This is part of the c'ty s post-'^ 8 g completed early in 1948. Theamount of steel, lumber and other materials used in the superstructure. The woik is expected to be completed y•' picture below is an architects drawing of how the plant will appear when completed.

New Electric Pumping Plant
Being Built at TorresdaleA new electric water pumping plant, planned by the city for years, is being constructed in Torresdale and is expected to supply 212 million gallons of water a day early in 1948.A major part of Philadelphia’s post-war improvement program, the Torresdale pumping plant should be completed this summer, now that the steel on the superstructure is being raised. Its ca I-pacity for low service pumping below the Pennypack in the central city area should be 200 million gal- j Ions of water a day. For high serv- ; ice pumping east of the Pennypack,’ it should be 12 million gallons per day.Construction of this plant will' make possible repairs on the conduits at Lardner’s Point. Together they should supply 410 million gallons of water a day and the city will be assured ample protection in case of any emergency peak hour, demand.

A Fox Chase booster station on Lardner st. above Rising Sun ave. | will increase pressures to that! area, now being serviced through the Oak Lane Reservoir booster and the Torresdale high service pumps. This should be completed in the late spring of 1948.These,additions to the city’s water supply system have been needed for years. The Torresdale filter plant, built at the turn of the. century (from 1900-1908) to filter water pumped from Lardner’s Point had become so badly worn, that itwas unable to maintain adequate service. Originally the large steam * uuv ictl ’ oLcd.il] • j i jj .ptfmps with which it was fitted- ule and . reconstruct one of the were considered to be of the best three engine houses at Lardner’sand engineers came from all over Europe to inspect .them.However, maintainence was deferred for such a long period of time that it would have been impossible to make repairs without taking , the whole plant apart. This couldn’t be done since the plant 

provides 150 million gallons of water a day. In 1929 the Bureau of Water started, then abandoned a program, for the installation of electric pumps. Again, in 1940 studies were made under a rehabilitation program. The conclusion was that a new steam plant should be built at Lardner’s Point or that there should be two pumping stations that would provide for greater reliability. The depression and the war stymied that plan, also. With the evolvement of the city planning commission’s program a new course was decided upon.In view of the cheaper main- tainence cost of electric over steam and the- greater reliability of two pumping stations over one, the city decided to build a new electric pumping station plant at Torres-
Point as well as install electricpumps.
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Cameroddities
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GHOSTLY FIGHTER: A Navy fighter, too 
fast for the photographer, is shown taking off 
with its deadly bpmb from the deck of the air
craft carrier USS Lexington, nicknamed the 
Blue Ghost' because of the vessel's color. The 
picture, ' made some time during the latter 

.. {months of the war, was recently released by the 
‘>Navy in connection with the celebration of the 
|irst anniversary of the Japanese capitulation, 
‘August 14.

MAD HAT: A derby hat would be the 
best description to give for the appear
ance of Baker Day atom bomb at one 
stage of the underwater explosion at 
Bikini Atoll. The picture was taken by an 
automatic camera aboard a drone plane 
flying above the awe-inspiring sight. This 
appearance lasted only an instant, as 
water, soray and steam boiied skyward .



Reluctant Guinea Pig Claws at 'Planners'

ys Mrs. Horace H. Wright 
of Buck Hill Falls, Pa.

OT HALF, 
TWO-THIRDS 

MA COFFEE! 

JOSE, DEXTRINS 
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INC. • CLEVELAND 13, OW Ignorance is bliss to rhe grazing cows on a Stevenage farm A
•hey now enjoy rhe ,ush grass. Pots and oans may oe oroouced Instead o'ouZlnXX

brassieres

Exquisite-Form Brassiere, inc.
373 Fourth Ave.. New York 16, N.Y.

TAR from appreciating the alleged benefits of the brave 
new world" which England's labor government brain 

rust is planning for them, citizens of the little town of Steven
age, Hertfordshire, are up in arms against the planners. 

Gtevenage, population 6000, is 30 miles from London and was 
fleeted to be a beneficiary of the "Greater London Plan, 

jiereby a million Londoners would be transplanted to a 
ircle of "satellite" towns, each of which would have its 
KDpulation boosted to 60,000. The government's purpose is 
p tear down Stevenage's old homes and to erect factories 
ind mass housing units. Resentful Stevenagers, bred in the 
belief that an Englishman's house is his castle, held a refer- 
sndum and voted against the plan. But the labor govern
ment has over-ridden referendums before, may do so again, 
ylany Englishmen are learning that when you elect a gov- 

^wtment to plan things for you, there is no recourse if the 
resultant plan turns out to be repugnant to you personally.

Part of Stevenage's residential district. Householders are bitter at the governments plan to 
demolish homes at this time while thousands of bombed-out families can t find accommodation.

. LOOK!-Ready in 
5 Seconds! Just- 
add boiling water 
tokteaspoortful!

TRY THE NEW G. WASHINGTON’S!

says 
Mr. Wright

irantecd by 
Housekeeping

If you love good coffee, don’t miss 
the new G. Washington’s! It’s pure. 
100% coffee; no dextrins, maltose 
or dextrose added. That's why it 
tastes so richly good—hot or iced. 
Just add boiling water to one-half 
teaspoonful per cup; for larger 
quantities, add boiling water to the 
amount desired. No coffee pot; no 
grounds. And it costs no more! The 
2-oz. jar equals a pound of ground 
coffee. Get it at your grocer or 
delicatessen today!

INSTANT COFFEE
* product or American Home Foods, Inc.

the miracle of

AT All 

10c 
STORES



Tanks abandoned in Tunisia by the retreating Axis are serviced by Army or£ 
nance crews. When they have been put into shape, their insignia is changed 1 
the white star of the U.S. and they are manned for action by American soldierk

Treads from the battlefield are piled in huge heaps behind the lines to await 
repair. These serve as replacement parts, to be used on tanks or half-track 
vehicles whose treads have been battle-damaged beyond hope ot recovery.

Scrap from a Scrap 
Is Put to Use Again 
On the Battlefield

BATTLEFIELDS are the biggest junkyards in the world. When
of the guns has stopped, the ground is littered with battere^ 

trucks, artillery, small arms and equipment. To salvage them, or^ 
crews of the U. S. Army move in, as they have been doing in Ts. 
and drag the material to the rear for complete repair or for the rec< 
of undamaged parts which may be used for replacements. Enemy ( 
Allied material is treated alike, except that new pieces of Axis equipmt 
are first turned over to intelligence officers for thorough study. Then the 
are sent back into battle against their former operators.

Prize piece of salvage is a German tank destroyer, now in use by the U. S. Army. It is armed with a howitzer, has dual controls for operation forward or back/

A jeep which had been put out of action by a 
mine receives a new coat of paint after un- 

c dergoing repair by mechanics. Ordnance 
n' * crews in salvage work are skilled in many trades

Batteries recovered from shatter! 
equipment are given a new lease 
an oronance expert working in the ’ 

+r“e. He uses a portab'



Riverlowing
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In the biggest explosion yet 
set off in construction of the 
East-West pipeline (left), 
15,000 pounds of dynamite 
hurled tons of bed rock, 
mud and water skyward.

THE engineering problem 
of bringing Western oil 

across the Susquehanna 
River to the oil-starved 
East was one that only tons 
of dynamite could solve. 
Recently, 425 feet of the 
proposed 2000-foot trench 
was ripped out of the bed 
of the rock river bottom 
near Marietta, Penna., in a 
tremendous explosion per
formed by 15,000 pounds of 
dynamite. With a few more 
such blasts, a section of the 
"Big Inch'' pipeline will be 
laid down and a task ac
complished which will rank 
in difficulty with the job al
ready completed beneath 
the Mississippi River. Once 
the Susquehanna is cross
ed, construction of the 24- 
inch pipeline will be in the 
home stretch. Already more 
than 340 miles of the 845- 
mile line's eastern exten
sion has been completed.

iR WORKERS!
firt won't stick to 
|hds covered with

roid skin infection 
paint, oils and grime

•i greaseless cream on your 
d arms before you start work. 
Ip to protect your skin from 
: and grime which may cause 
'After work, just wash your

LBY DU PONT

Three weeks were required to prepare for the blast. Here, explosive experts 
lower dynamite into steel containers which have been drilled into the river bed. 
In the background is the proposed path of the pipeline across the river.

Setting off the explosion is dynamite ex
pert Edward T. Wolff, of Narberth, who 
superintended the blasting operation.

Workmen carefully unpack dynamite car
tridges. For the blast, 600 25-pounders were 

m IU holes in the ri4er bottom.

Oil will soon flow through these sections of the Big Inch ' pipeline shown 
r JT ° e tren5h blasted out of the river bed. Immediately after 

the blast dnllmo was resumed for additional explosions , Y
’Wnxyail---- - 'nquir*r

IN^TTTr



dolphin's Tribute to Sgt. Albert A. Schmid
Vinner nf tu.

Schmid at the. h' ived the medal and’161 Wut

Schmid, native son of Philadelphia, personally accounted for 200 Japs 
before he was blinded by a hand grenade. After the battle Schmid 
came to the Philadelphia Navai Hospital ior treatment of his wounds 
and eye injuries. Navai eye specialists are still hopeful of partially re
storing his sight. The Navy Cross and two oromotions came to Sgt.

HEROISM that blazed up in a white hot flame as'the Japs attacked 
in the moonlight across the Tenaru River on Gi^tdalcanal August 

21, 1942, is responsible for this gathering in Ph Iphias Reyburn

$1000 check of Tne Inquirer War Hero Award. Tms coior r 
snapped during tne playing oi tne National Anthem whict 
presentation of The inquirer Award. Sgt. Schmid and his 
ioriner.’Miss Ruth Hartley, ms pre-Pearl Haroor sweetheart 
ing just behind Mayor Sam ’ who is at tne micropnone ui 
thousand Philadelpr ~ on tm

iaza. Ui the 1200 Japs who attempted to cross 
' caPtured—the others were wiped out k
^d bayerm American, marines. Sgt. Alb'

aru that night, 
ne guns, rifles 

id, then Pvt.
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Erection a 
some pro! 
another 
equipment

the: fly bar at the proper time.
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he backyard performers 
practice on this complete rig- 
iging in a yard overlooking 
pnnypack Park On the road, 

Chapmans were billed as 
Je GordonlBrothers.

years ^hiie the ooys werje in se/vipe. Supports < 
of sfeefrtuping made up iln sections^or dteman^iii

CIRCUS day comes often in Torresdale since 
the Chapman’ boys came back from the 

wars. Well-known gymnasts in this area for sev
eral years, the.' brothers have unpacked old 
equipment andtset up a 32-foot trapeze with all 

xthe trimmings in the roomy backyard of theii\ 
home at 8442 Frankford ave. Here they practice 
the dets they .used as they toured with several 
circuses and carnivals prior to the war. Henry, 
32, and William, 30, learned physical develop
ment early in life because their father was a 
boxer who fought under the name of Danny Mc
Cabe. During their school days, all spare time 
was spent lin a gymnasium. The two then de
veloped their trapeze stunts, ’but, with the start 
of the war, the brothers split thdir act to enter 
the Army.;.: Henry became a captain and was 
wounded at Anzio. William, a master sergdanL.

-.saw service In France and Germany. Once dis- 
hharged, the boys decided it was time to get back 
into physical shape. They.serup their equip
ment, and it was hot long before the flying Chap-

\ , Wi||iam Chapman

budding acrobats from the*gym began, coming 
around for instructions; now even hf§h’ school 
physical education teachers turn up lor some 
pointers.' Both Chapmans work lor their father 
who operates a dye plant in Frankford.’

Constant repairs arb needed oratha safety neb It,is inspected 
every time used, an$ here, Frank Longbdttom, 1328 Howell st., 

Raises a repair. Netware handmbd^arld may last for 20 years.

Just after missing a cutaway somersault to Phillip Schneider, Chapryhn 
Theads for the net. A slighf strain on the 'mechanic' rope, which w^ild 
I never take care of His ientife weight, will help, to make a good landing. 
| A|good mechanic operator must kno^iust ndw much slack or,strai". to 

apply.'Tony Groff on2heja,6d.^l^ is Ape nbcessarv third mar ...

Just before a workout; WVilljam Chapman 
helps his brother, Henry, into the "flying net. 
Henry, representing Turners |»as Middle- 
Atlantip States gym champion'/.in 1934.

.

-footfrapeze rigging presente 
Grea esiwas unlevei groun 

s the replace me^pt pip rope, as tl 
had been in I storage for thejast fh

Here's a cutaway somersault'performed by William Chapman to Phillip Schneider, gym 
teacher at Mastbaum Vocational School. Tony Groff, 3338 Chippendale st., on^the






	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (00).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (01).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (02).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (03).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (04).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (05).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (06).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (07).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (08).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (09).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (10).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (11).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (12).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (13).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (14).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (15).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (16).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (17).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (18).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (19).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (20).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (21).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (22).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (23).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (24).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (25).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (26).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (27).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (28).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (29).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (30).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (31).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (32).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (33).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (34).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (35).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (36).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (37).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (38).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (39).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (40).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (41).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (42).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (43).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (44).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (45).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (46).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (47).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (48).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (49).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (50).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (51).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (52).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (53).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (54).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (55).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (56).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (57).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (58).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (59).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (60).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (61).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (62).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (63).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (64).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (65).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (66).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (67).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (68).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (69).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (70).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (71).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (72).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (73).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (74).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (75).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (76).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (77).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5 (78).png
	C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\HbgScpBk5-png\bk5cover.png

