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I have been down in various sewers in Philadelphia four times. Dobson’s Run was the only 
sewer I was in before it was completed. 

Writer in a sewer. Take note of the fanny pack. 
Was this saggy pouch every really fashionable? 



Samuel S. Baxter, commissioner of the Philadelphia Water Department from 1952 until 
1972, loved getting first-hand looks at the major pipes being built during his tenure. 



These scenes show the top of the shaft through which much of the construction work was 
done. The crane in the bottom picture lowered the yellow cage down into the pipe as a 

makeshift elevator. The shaft was sealed off once the 12.5 foot diameter pipe was completed.







Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. “Elevator” 

attached to 
crane.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Looking up 

about 100 feet 
from bottom of 
access shaft.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. The Eagle 

has landed.





Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. In the 

tunnel.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Artsy in-

tunnel (or, 
sometimes a bad 

picture can be 
cool).



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. The tunnel 

is 12.5 feet in 
diameter.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Workers 

grouting leaks in 
the tunnel.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Grouting 

leaks.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. In tunnel. 



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Artsy in-

tunnel.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. PWD 

Intern Joe Kyle, 
at a bend in 

tunnel.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. The light at 

the end of the 
tunnel.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Some 

generic tools of 
the trade.



Dobson’s Run 
Storm Relief 

Tunnel, June 15, 
2010. Going up.
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