Queen Lane Plang /|
25 Pet. Completed ‘
Work on the preliminary-treatment plant at the Queen Lane

pumping station, only one of lts kind In this area, is ab =
cent completed, according to G. Edwards Sheldrake, g;lt';rzspfaegt

ate GOP Backs

Lost in Repalr Shops

atexx |
e $2,400,000 p)ﬂnt is com-¢
plewd next yebr it will have a nor-
mal rated capacity of 120000000
gallons of water eve 24 h
will, however, be caj of an Dv!.l-
load of 25 percent—aor 30,000, nm) gnl-
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7//4’ ? By Kos Semonski
OUS of water meters removed from homes to the Water
Bureau’s shops at 20th and Clearfield sts., for repairs, have been
“lost,” title company ﬂcec\mves real estate brokers and home-
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owners declared yesterday.

ch clerks, charged with the
responsibility of checking into such
matters when the title firm is liable,
explained to their superiors that the
records on the disposition of these
meters failed to indicate what hap-
pened and sometimes no records
could be found at all.

This, in addition to the inefficient
“guesswork” meter-reading system,
has forced title companies to keep
more than a quarter million dollars
in home-sellers' funds tied up in
thousands of frozen settlement
accounts.

« .

HILE home-owners wait for

months and often years for a
speclal reading, or the return of the
meter, the title to their properties is
technically elouded, it was reported,
unless the bureau's records are
accurate.

The bureau’s operation, however,
has been charged with being so in-
efficient and its records so muddled
that one title company has discussed
a plan under which it would not
insure the home-buyers against un-
paid water bills.

Other companies have disctissed
the same matter and reported they
too may soon take such action
less the bureau’s “guesswork"” ﬁgu.res
are xeplnced promptly with accurate
on

\ (lerday that the city and the Civil

NEW CITY AIRPORT
WONT BE READY
UNTIL MARCH 1

Construction Delays May
Hold Up Opening Till
April 1
Construction of the Northeast
Airport has run into unexpected|
delays and the field probably will
not be ready for airline service
unti] March 1 or even April 1.
Director of Public Works John
H. Neeson told City Council yes-

Aemnau!lcs Administration are

WORK PROGRESSING

Upper photo-diagram shows a general view of the
Queen Lane pumping station. The present reservoir
and the connecting fiiter beds are at the left. When
the projected two-story spreliminary treatment plant
(at nghﬂ is cempleied water will be drawn from reser-

'WATER WILL RUN FROM

RESERVOIR-TO THE
NEW PLANT FOR
SLUDGE REMOVAL

the beds.

ON NEW TREATMENT PLANT AT QUEEN LANE
voir and chemically treated before it Ts pumped. into
the filter beds. ‘Three tunnels (indicated by arrows)
will draw off the water and return it to either end of
Below is shown lower basin in the new plant,

the upper section of which has not been starfed:

lons a day—above that amou:
BEDS FILL WITH BLUDGE
| At present, water is drawn from
che Queen Lane reservmr dlrect.ly
o the adjacent filter
process tends to keep the heds e
Wwith sludge and requires almost con-
tinual clmmlng of the filters, it Was
explal
When the new plant is completed,
water will be drawn through 11-foot-
diameter tunnel into the upper story
of the two-story treatment plant. 1t
then will pass through a baffle into
the lower basin of the plant, which
is equipped with straight-line sludge
collectors. After the sludge has been
removed, the water will pass through
two eight-foot tunnels into_either
end of the present filter
| Sheldrake said the use of the pre-
liminary-treatment plant “will pro-
|vide almost perfect water to put on
| the_filters” and thus give residents
of a wide area exiending generally
west of Broad st. and north of Hunt-
ing Park ave. better water than they
have ever tasted.
FIRST STEP IN PROGRAM
Erection of the new plant is the
first step in the modernization of the
entire pumping station, according to
Sheldrake,
Other projects !nulude the instal-
Hation of electric s and & com-
plete chemical lteraz‘ building. The

\/ater Authority
1 Supply Phlla ,

By JOSEPH H. ml.ﬁ.z

Creation of a State Water Author-
&7 to bring Philadelphia’s drinking
supply from & Pocono watershed will
be proposed in the Republican State
platform to be adopted by the party’s
State committee at a meeting in
Fltisburgh next Saturday.

CONSOLIDATION SUPPORTED
‘Three other proposals to effect

improvements in Philadelphia were

Agteed upon at the meeting, it was

They called for:

Creation of a Phlll.delphla Fort
Authority along the 1in
.the recent New Jersey pmposu

. latter structure will be eight stories urpose expan
A.wczpresidem of the Wyoming aving dificulty in obtaining b WL be iy A o€ the it
Co. said”the problem of ‘qhipment necessary to finish the | ireatmeht; ipIGH. . It oWillcoontatn syumrt of the city-county con-

£ & e e oo | laboratories and administration of- aoion ,,‘&w Y -
one, since his firm insures the water Priority Status Changed | ment when it comes pefore the
Chegiian theh jn s It was estimated that improve- ‘,‘]‘mrq mﬂ time

e Derote kwnlound that Materials for the field,originally ment o the filters il cont 333900 | 368 "!;! o .
cige the st Wad Tesloven 1t T given a military priority rating, ! S, Y cauPment will cast " siale aid to the Philgdeiohis
auently became “lost,” snd 1o have been changed to a civilian i s Sicheg Priger
amount of searching through rees status, Neeson explained, with the it S A R S ray (phia o Dl

ords could establish where or how it
“disappeared.”

result that delivery of cast iron
pipe, sewer pumps, and radio

of the city's $37,381,500
improve its drinking WB suppl 1

eases for the care of mental and
ubercular patients.

One of the problems, a city of- equipment is lucely to he delayed That figure includes $13,948,000 for AFFE
ficlal explained, has been the didi- fivg months o longer, oo 3"3?25[,"{"““;’“5,5??{,’"““ Rd 3, T:%ﬁ:nns 308 Fine
culty the bureall has had in k ity-—and airline—officials ha Sk bR S EOR S i ing i
1 po I roming hoped the new field could -be e g th. meine

sbrease of repair work.

A shortage of parts
war built up, a backlog” of 40, ooo
broken meters,

In June last year, John J. Staple-
ton, general chairman of the legis-
lative and civic affairs committee of
the Philadelphia Real Estate Board,
charged that 50,000 water meters
were held in the repair shops,

While figures for this year were
ot available, it generally was con-
ceded that the number is even
greater.

opened for service by December|
23, a year after the Federal Gov-|
ernment closed the Municipal Air- |,
port in Southwest Philadelphia -
.because of nearby military haz ||
ards. Neeson said that appears|,
now to be out of the question. |-

relative roles of the Municipal
Airport and the Northeast field

’

A

LOWER BASIN OF PLANT UNDER

CONSTRUCTION

OZONATION PLANT BUILT

Last year an ozonation plant,
largest in the world, was placed in
service at a cost of $728,000 to elimi-

nate tastes and odors from water in
West Philadelphia,

e Lardner's Point pumpin

\srmon. work costing $503,419 has
|been completed, while improvement
o the Torresdale pumping station at
‘2. cost, of $1,696,000 is nearing com-

ice e Re.
publican City Committee; Bepubli-
2An State L M. Harvey Tay-
lor, Sheriff Meehan, County
Jommissioner Mozton Witkin and
Souncilman Louis Schwartz.
. During the meeting the conferees

b
on Page 30, Column 1

will be in 1Ph1lade]nhlas postwar i ge ) F 2

aviation pict ~“’1"’ con-

Appropriations Promised the 30,000, 0‘%’ tnns of sﬂt now. Tmﬂu legal aspects of the Phil-
Neeson appeared before Coun- ﬂugglnga.{he river bed: ndelnhh program.

cil yesterday in connection with
the budget hearings, Council cut
the payToll appropriation for the
closed "airport from the $81,950
proposed to $30,950, based on ac:
+tual costs of the past year. Coun-
-cilmen gave assurance, however,

necessary person:
intenance funds for
the Northeast Airport when the
time comes,

Philadelphia Water Department
Historical Collection

2004.019.0032B

Orders Commﬂlﬂﬂu

As a corallary, the Stm Sani-
tacy Water ordered
|communities - alun% the Tiver as
far upstream as ding which
\pow have primary sewage treat-
ment works to_ipstall complete
treatment iaClHtles within  the
next t

That - order  is meeting con-

sldsrabxe Tesistance. Communities
ve Reading have no treatment

e proposed. plan to establish &
ate authority calls for cooperation
between the States of New Jersey and
New. York for the construction of
dams in the upper Delaware River to
bring the water supply to Philadel-
phia and communities along the line.

Although the water authority plan
has been agreed upon, details of the
broposal hgve nobben Wotked ot
Before arriving at a detailed plan,

$50,000 item for ground rent - Interstate for the Dela-

“to the Federal Government on the. T {INCODEL).
| 'Munieipal Airport site was elim: , When plans were
inated because $90,000 is available disou: to Phlhdelphia's
| in  unexpended funds towa water supply ﬁvm the Poconos, it
. meeting t.he $38,000 quarterly was estimated the cost of such a
| _paymen «program would npproxlma.!e ‘more

i

than $200,000,000.



