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1 Suburban Company Proposes
- Creation of 750-Acre Lake

ure and pointed out that th
dam would store flood waters
which would be released in even
flow along the Perkiomen Creek.
The overflow would run down the
Perkiomen to a point near Oakes,
Pa., where it would be pumped across
country to the Pickering Run plant
of the Water company on the Schuyl-
kill, between Phoenixville and Val-
ley Forge. From that point it would
be distributed to consumers in the
company’s lines. )
ROAD CHANGES NEEDEDR
The dam, which would create a
lake some 16 miles in eircumference,
would cover wooded areas and farm-
land and would necessitate the re-
routing of some ry roads in
the area, the said. Tt
VALLEYFORGE PARK || would extend at ohe point into the
borough of Pennsburg.
ed created by the dam

v “!;w t‘ d into Uj Milford.
i would exten 'bper for
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. Philade], MADE 18-MONTH SURVEY _
a 'water Mpﬂ:x:n'a::gmymﬁ;; Streams feeding the Perkiomen
consequently may not- desire to DOTth of Green Lane would fill the
Darticipate at once in the new proj- lake, particularly during the rainy
ect, it was said. and flood water seasons. The com-

pany proposal was made after an
18-month survey. |

The area covered by the lake would |
be above Green Lane near Montgom- |
ery County Park. |

by such a project, and the project
a8 been designed to meet this
situation,”

gallons of water and would give the company an additional
cent of water resources from which to draw for distribution fo
consumers throughout the Main Line area.
The company proposal was submitted as a conservation meas~
e

UPPER Plans for a large dam in the Upper Perkiomen Valley, which
PEALE PROPOSED || would create a T50-acre lake, have been filed with the Water and
PARK 2 Power oard in e -
&, o> caen une | urban Water Co, & spokesman for the company announced yes-
terday. 4
: The dam, according to the plan, would store some 4,000,600

609,000
35 per~

Water Compan
Seeks to Dam % ’
The Pgrkio e

C b kBT IN Ff3 L5
3 Plan Would Create

750-Acre Lake in
/',,éMomgomery County

The  Philadelphia  Suburban
Water Co. today asked state ap-
proval of a plan to build a big dam
in the Upper Perkiomen Valley.

The project, as outlined by the
company to the Water and Power
Resources. Board in Harrisburg,
would result in the creation of a
lake covering 750 acres above Green
Lane near Montgomery County

ark.

The overflow from the dam,
Wheih would block up the Perkio-
men .Creek, would run down the|
valley to a point near Oaks. From
there it would be pumped cross.
country to the company's Pickering
Creek plant on the Schuylkill River,
between Phoenixville and Valley
Forge, and then distributed to con-
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County

Foster C. Hillegas, who represents
the constituents in the Pennsburg
area, said “nobody has formed an
opinion on the proposed dam as yet,
‘We want to know more about it be-
fore passing our Jjudgment.” -
INVOLVES KNIGHT FARM
} Judge Harold C. Knight, president
judge of the Montgomery County
Court, who lives on a 200 acre farm
in the Pennsburg vicinity, said the
proposed dam would inundate 150
acres of his land as well as his home.

“While I would not take $500,000
for my home, and it is not worth
such a sum, I would not oppose any
Y. such public project and I will not
. sl !
When Philadelphia wants more o, > " Protest "“ﬂ;? i
-water from the Delaware, a 123 L

Pproject, 500,000,000 y
will be available for it, the Teport
stated.

Long Tunnel Envisioned

The first stage of the project,
1o give New York and northern
Jersey an extra 450,000,000 gallons
a day and to maintain a 4,000 cubic
feet ‘a_second flow past Trenton,
would entail construction of new
storage reservoirs at. Cannonsville,
Barryville, Godeffroy and Summit. |
ville, New York, and the construc-
tion of a tunnel connecting this
chain of reservoirs with the water |
mains of New York and New Jer-

000,000,000 gallon storage reseryo
would be built on the main char.
nel of the Delaware at Wallpac!
Bend, above Stroudsburg. From
this reservoir, water would come
to Philadelphia_either through o
tunnel “connecting with the the
Queen lane filter plant, or through |
.l tunnel to the Torresdale filter
plant, £

Incodel said that “studies to date
Indicate that a substantial amount
of -electric power can be

recommended that cost and mar-
Keting studies be made. /¢ &

sumers ighout. the Main Line,
The proposéd lake would cover
farmland and  wooded areas. A
spokesman said the company owns
a large section of the land and
some farmers would be forced to
evacuate their properties,

some secondary roads
would have to be rerouted, the
company said.

To the - north, the watershed
would extend into Upper Milford
Township in Lehigh County. In ad-
dition, the drainage area would in-
clude parts - of Washington and
Hereford Townships, in Berks |
County, ouglass, New, Han-
over and r Hanover Town-
ships, in Montgomery County.

The lake would be filled by the
waters from many small streams
which flow into the Perkiomen at
points north of Green Lane.
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Hurling tons of debris into the air,
A 48-inch high-speed water main

| burst in Devereaus st. just west of

|the Roosevelt blvd. at 4:20 A, M. |

| yesterday, spilling hundreds of thou-

sands of gallons of water over a wide
area,

.The break was in a five-mile-long
feeder line running from the Lard-
ner's Point Pumping Station along |
the Delaware River in Tacony, to|
the Oak Lane Reservoir, at 5th st.
and Chelten ave. ) |
NONE WITHOUT WATER

No properties were left without
water, according to Rene A. Leaf,
district superintendent for the Bu-
I ‘The supply to the
| reservoir was maintained through a
30-inch main which also runs under
Devereaux st., about 20 feet south of
the 48-inch line.

e pressure ripped a cavity 15
feet long, six feet wide and about 20

Coniiaued on Page 14, Column 3 |
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[fc t deep in a grass terrace that
divides Deveraux st. into dual traf-
|fic lanes. The water, geysering 12
feet into the air at the outset, ran
for two hours and 10 minutes before
two emergency crews supervised by
Leaf cut the pressure by closing a
series of valves on each side of the
reak.
WATER BLOCKS BOULEVARD
Roosevelt blvd, main traffic ar-
tery between this “city and New
York, was blocked as water #nd de-
bris cascaded down the Devereaux
st. grade, carrying tons of rock and
dirt. At the peak of the trouble, the
water reached a four-foot depth on
the boulevard for two squares in
|both north and south directions.
‘Only a single traffic lane at the
extreme eastern side of the boule-

|“sharp popping” sound, then he
heard a torrent of water. He thought
it was a cloudburst, looked out the
window and saw water geysering
from the highway terrace in front
of the home of Louis Smith, at 1546
Devereaux st.

PHONES ELECTRICAL BUREAU
Gerofsky telephoned the Eleciri-
cal Bureau. Within a few minutes
af least 20 more calls came into City
Hall.

Red car patrolmen Frederick
Arndt and Daniel Abt, of the Rising
Sun ave. and Benner st. station,
first_policemen on the scene, said
the water was towering 12 feet into
the air from a five-foot hole in the
terrace when they arrived.

The water in Devereaux st. was
then five feet deep, cascading toward
Roosevelt blvd., swirling at a ter-
rific pace. A sedan parked in front|

vard was open to traffic. ~
Northhound trafic was shunted|of the home of Richard J. McCar-
to this single lane while southbound | thy, at 1564 Devereaux’st., was car-

ried along by the flood until it ram-
med into another car.
TRAFFIC DETOURED

The flood boiled over the southern
pavement onto the lawns of dwell-
ings at the eastern end of the block.
Cellars were flooded at the Smith
and Gerofsky homes as well as those
of Mrs. Pauline Gue-nere, at 1576;
Arthur Bloch, &t 1574, and Michael
Poluchuck, at 1572,

As the bouleyard became impassa~
ble, Park Guards, under the com-

traffic was diverted into Bustleton
|ave., north of the trouble arer. Park
| Guards, dispatehed from the Hunt-
|ing Park barracks, found a half
dozen vehicles stranded along_ the
Boulevard as the water rose high
enough to stall their mtors. Bus
lines using the Boulevard were re-
Touted around the flood.

CELLARS FLOODED
The water flooded the cellars of
five homes ‘on the sauthern side of
Devereaux st. and undermined 300
feet of concrete highway leading
from the point of the break to Roose-
velt, blvd. The damage under the
lawns of the homes facing the break,
is extensive, according to prelimin-
ary tests,
| Leaf said the break occurred
where the line crosses a filled-in
railroad cut. The made ground, Leat
said, washed out beneath the pipe,
causing 1t to sag, then break. Leaf
said the line broke at the same point
about a year ago but damage then
was not so_extensive.,
| Morton Gerofsky, 19, a clerk at
the 30th st. Postoffice, said the break
occurred shortly after he arrived at
his home, 1542 Devereaux st., from
work. Gerofsky said there was a

Lardner st. on the south, fo McKin-
ley st. on the north. Some of the
stalled cars were at the scene until
7 A. M. Among them was a towing
truck that was hauling a sedan that
had figured in a collision.

HOUSEHOLDERS WARNED

At the outset of the flood, Leaf’s
men and poliee officers went through
the block warning householders *o
check their heating plants, some of
which burn illuminating gas. Later
in the day emergency crews of the
Philacelphia Gas Works Co. check-

Wiiner. Assails Incodel Plan

ToSu Bly Eg/teg/f/' 2_'5 - New York

Tover C. Ladner, of Or-

Judge
phans’ Court, is today definitely
posed to a project to

The $540,000,000 plan is part

A program of reservoir and aque-|and New Jersey enter a co-opera-

engineers of Incodel, the Interst

Basin.

area.
Addressing a dinner meeting
the Water Resources and Polluti

Committee of the Greater Phila-

delphia-South Jersey Council at

Ritz-Carlton Hotel last night, Judge
Ladner said he could see no reaso
why Philadelphians should surren- | . o
der their rights tothe waters of ﬂe:t‘";';gh New York City
ver o

‘the Delaware.
Urges Hudson Project

“New York City should under-

take a stream clearance program |cision as iving the Supreme Coy
on the Hudson similar to the one 5 % e

The company's comes
after a survey of more than 18
months, the company said.

Philadelphia Water Department
Historical Collection
2004.019.0030A

is now
the Schuylkill,” the judge ¢

divert 400,- | the state planni
000,000 gallons of water a day from |Ladner at last night’s meeting for '
the Delaware River to help solve|his “ill
New York City's water shortage,

ission on the Delaware River | the federal government to step in
It is designed to solve wa- | wif "

ter problems of both New York City

and the Philadelphia metropolitan | pact would force a “superstate” on

Francis A. Pitkin, chairman of
Incodel and executive chairman of
board, eriticised

L | 2 Worth heeding is

|

considered” statement on
the project. W

of | “Either Pennsylvania, New York

§ New York’s plans

by |tive compact to solve this problem,’ X

ate | Pitkin asserted, “or we are inviting
3 5

its own solution.’  that such a project

Ladner warned that such a com-

| the waters of the Delaware ‘River
Basin,
Cites 1931 Court Decision
“Atri-staie compact,” he' said,
“would repeal all the safeguards in
1931 Supreme Court decision
which specified the conditions un-
could di-
000, per.  day
from the upper Delaware tribu-
ries,”

of
ion & stream clearance
i Philadelphia in the
Schuylkill, to ease

D4

Ladner interpreted the 1931 de-

power to increase or decrease” al-
on lotments of water to New York in
accordance with

State Commission

conditions.
“This would provide an adequate “Under a compact,” he contin
answer to New * otk City's water |“New York could be’ over aphm
shortage problein.” ___[tic in estimating her and York, Pennsylvania
i = y

‘there could be no reduction in her
|allotment except by re-negotiating

‘ 2 new compact.”

Says No Compact Exists
“I am not naive enough to be-

JNew Jersey had given her the pow- |
er in an original compact to make
her own estimates” Ladner de-

must be given that
delphia area in the

-7 Guard Our "Waf;r VSu

Basin suggests a three-State compact for an
integrated water project in the upper Dela-'

ed the area ‘to sée if gas mains had
been damaged.

Storm sewers were not capable of
handling the overflow and streets|
were still awash hours after the
break occurred.

crews, W

A under Leaf,
inal cut the but not,
before thousands of tons of water
bad rampaged through that section.
One crew closed a series of valves,
working westward from ford |
ave., about a mile seat of the break.
while a second crew worked from|
Loretto ave., just westward of the
trouble spot. '

Leaf explained that this is a di-
rect high speed pressure line to the
Oak Lane Reservoir so therefore no
properties were affected. The|
paralelling 30-inch line is the water|
source for that area, he said,

R GRAHAM explained "that
chemicals such as phenol cause
Philadelphia water to. taste badly
at times. Carbolic acid belongs to
tirs phenol group. Ozone oxidizes it,
that is, it destroys the odor by
ehanging the chemical compound of
Phenol, joining it with oxygen.
“Although the use of oxygen in
water has heen known/for a long
time I believe Philadelphia is the
first city to put it into large scale
usage,” sald Dr. Graham, whose of-
fice in the Academy is a bran
the U. S. Geological Survey.
search workers have done marvel-
ously in the developement, of ozone.”
Dr. Graham said an underground
source of supply for drinking water
Was not a favorable prospect in the
Philadelphia area today as a sub-
stitute for river water,
. He said the supply of ground water
is vital to the industrialists in this
area. Extensive research is being
conducted by the Geological Survey
fo determine the quantity and quali-
the underground water supply;
can be used by firms in

and, in'some cases, for drink-

nufacturing processes, their -

For Three Stafes
Rt e
~ To Mdke Early Plans

Pending Legislation

Creation of a Delaware River
Water Commission, as the first step
"in a long-range plan to solve the
water problems of metropolitan
New York, New Jersey and Phila-
ciphia, “today was asked of the
tnors of three states.
inder the plan, it was said, the

i “metropolitan centers could be sup-

plied with 1,500,000,000 gallons of

. water daily, sufficient to meet fore-
~ seeable needs for the next 50 to 100
‘edl

years.
The initial phase of the project,
serve New York and northern
New Jersey, would cost an esti-
mated $500,000,000 to $600,000,000.
. The Philadelphia end of the proj-
ect would come later. No cost esti-
.mate for that was announced.
. The recommendation was submit-
to_Governors Dewey of New
York, Driscoll of New Jersey and
Duif of Pennsylvania by the Inter-
state ion on the Delaware
River Basin, whose office is here.
Incodel has advisory powers only,

t the new commission would
have power “to plan, finance, con-
struct and operate an integrated
water project.”

Wants Temporary Authority

It was proposed that pending
creation of the new authority by
1aw, Incodel be “empowered to act
as a temporary Delaware River

mmission” so. that plans for con-
struction and financing can be
started,

The nub of the long range pro-
&ram is construction of a series of
Teservoirs that would maintain an
even flow in the Delaware, even
during a drought. This, the Inco-
del report said, will have marked

prly

Judge Grover C. L

« warning that Philadelphia should be wary of

to help solve its water

shortage problems by diverting more millions
i of gallons daily from the upper Delaware
o River and its tributaries. _ 3 SR
The veteran water conservationist says

would “rob the people of

3 Pennsylvania and New Jersey of their rights
. to the water of their own watershed.” Tt’; 3
<X his belief that New York should undertake

program in the Hudson

River similar to that now being conducted by

lower Delaware and the
its water difficulties..

A tri-State water pact, allocating to New'
-York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey th'e
amounts to which each is fairly entitled, is.
needed for the Delaware watershed. A pre-
liminary report on this subject by the Inter-

on the Delaware River

ware to supply the metropolitan areas of New.

and New Jersey. It calls

for reservoirs which, &ccording to" Judge
Ladner, would. be used initially to
billion gallons a day for New York,

A full report by the Commiission is due in
August. Before it is approved, and the go-
ahead signal given for new large-scale dipping
into the Delaware by New

provide a

York, assurance
the rights of the Phila-
distribution of Delaware

water are fully protected for the future,

for even
though the city does not immedi-
ately draw increased supplies from
the Delaware,

acerue to the heavily i
e ,5“““3‘ of Fennsyl-
‘A ant 'ew Jersey ‘between,
Philadelphia and Wilmington,” the
Incodel report said.

“This atea is particularly vulner-

the devastating effects of
the encroachment of brackish
water from the oceans in' seasons
©f deficient rainfall. The proposed
Program provides for the release of
large  quantities of impounded
Water to prevent such occurrences,
Its operation will go a long way

Northern Needs
New York apd northern New
Jersey, the report said, will need
MeW ‘water resources {o ‘supply
ons a day with-

e weathe;
the Delaware) at Trenton,” the re-
It fw'.a'.ls Tecommended
of e river at that
2,00(%‘ be doubled, bringing it up to

cubic feet a second, or enough
dl:'l‘lvupply about o

500,000,000 gallons



