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Broken Mefer
Ruling Sought

Water Bureau Faces

Chaotic Conditions

By JOHN G. McCULLOUGH
Of The Bulletin Staft

The city will make another move

to unsnarl a legal tangle which has

Jett it unable to repair 36,000 broken

‘water meters.

At the insistence of water and tax
officials, it was learned yesterday,
city attorneys are preparing to push
for a final decision from the courts
or, the city’s right to purchase only
those repair parts manufactured by
the makers of the meters.

A successful challenge to that
curh mdre than two years ago by an
independent parts dealer brought a
court order banning
in the city's. specifications.
same order also prohibited the pay-
ment of purchases made on that
basis,

Meanwhile, the water bureau’s
meterrepair shop at 29th and Cam-
Dria sts., has been swamped with a
gradually increasing backlog of
broken meters. Repair parts manu-

‘be paid for materials delivered, have
ignored the city's requests for bids.
Owners Urged to Buy Parts

In some instances, it was learned,
cials_have sug-
gested that'.
themselves: pi
parts from the manufacturers and|
arrange for their shipment to the|

METERS, METERS EVERYWHERE AND NOT A DROP OF WATER

Stockpile of city water meters in disrepair mounts at Water Bureau’s repair shop at 29th and Cambria,sts.
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city shop. This method, officials ad-
mitted, has caused considerable con-
fusion and hash resulted In many

ce the” majority of homes in

the sity are billed for water sed on

the basis of meter readings, tax|

Sftie offCials potuths ofi, the con-
x more than 1

e s hs casnd

per cent of the:
in the preparation|

“almost chaos”
of bills.

The almost complete lack of re-
pair parts, while it principally af-
fects the home type of meters, is
also blocking the repair of more
than 1,000 ldrge industrial and com-
mercial meters. One large plant, it
was disclosed recently had to pay|
back water costs of $600,000 when |
its meter was finally repaired and |
reinstalled.

Meter Repairs Blocked

‘This situation,” one official said

tween the consumer and the water |
bureau, especially at a time when|
stallation |

Director of Supplies and Pur-|
chases Charles H. Gragelow | first
inaugurated the procedure of pur-
chasing only those parts which were
de by the meter manufacturers.

* "rhis system, he said, would prevent

|so far this year.

400 Mains Here
Breakin Year

Some Have Been in
Service Since 1819

Philadelphia averages 400 water
main breaks a vear, and while it
dogs not have“the worst record per|
mile ‘in this respect in comparison |
|with other cities, it is in the higher|
bracket |
One reason is the age of the city,|
which has some water mains that
have been in service since 1819, Fig-|
ures in the.office of Elbert J. Taylor
chief of the Bureau of Water, show

There were 531
|breaks of low pressure mains giving
domestic service in 1945, with 13
breaks in the high-pressure fire-
fighting system.

“The chief cause of breaks,” Tay-|
Tor sa terday, “is the tremen-
dous increases in the weight of
street loads. The consequent jars|
and heavy settlement, with result-

the stocking of inferior or non-fit- ing breaks, -are mostly caused by

ting parts and save an estimated
$15,000 a year.

heavy trucks,
Trolley cars are a contributing

1On the appeal of the independent cause, because the water pipes

dealer, however, the court held that
the city had o right to restrict the.
* bidding to parts made, anu-
facturer or any group ac-
turers. Such action, the urt |
‘warned, might be met by Federal|

anti-trust proceedings.
Thi xon in May, 1944, also
enjnined e City Controller from
nt. for

in
most instances were laid hefore the
cars went into service, and often
[lie beneath the tracks, especially at.
street intersections.
“Water pipe is designed to stand
a pressure of }00 pounds, although
we do_not go that high. No pipes
burst from internal pressure. There
is however, settlement at the joints,
then come traffic jars, a limit Is

payime
predicated on such restrictions and
arned that he ould risk m&"{,{.
dings in. disobeyin;

clamoring
the bottlen ck. 2
Although Judge Serald

.
stnlled about 1,000 feet in
A 3

veached and the pipe breaks.
"ot

ltration | phnlx were in-

“In all the new pipes we are I

did issue.a further opinion it caused & We take into’account increased’

a wide differeice of interpretation (Shocks, such as given by a
between two. tranches of the city |

‘eovernment asto its meaning.

Philadelphia Water Department

-ton|
|truck traveling at high speed. We
are not only puiting in heavier pipe,
ut we are giving thore careful
"] |supervision, especially of the work
of the public utilities, when they
llay conduits.
“We have had five breaks this
ar where utilities laid masonry

ihecxde mains. We now insist that
| composition expansion joint ma-
terial be placed around the water
pi
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ax Rise Urged4

forCityImprovements

It Philade]phians want a better city, they probably are going

\to have to, psy higher sewer and

‘water assessments,

t was the prospect presented by the City Planning Commis.
sion yesterday !n m annual report to Mayor Samuel.

The report suggt

of $322,792,789 fnr pubhc‘ improve-
ments during the next six years,

1t also disclosed that the commis-
sion s about to certify nine areas of

How Planning Board
Wants City to Spend

(the city for
more désirable business and tab
dential distriets.

|May Attract from Sll.lmlbl

\ When such r clopment oceurs|
—an

d it is expected to be accom-
plished . largely _through tel
capital—the “outflow of Philadel-

ph|as p@\qauon into the suburbs
be reversed, beca the. city|
will'ha ' Detten ‘place o which ¢
live, work and play.
| Mayor Samuel is expected to
transmit the cvmmlss‘lon 's report to|
| Council at its next session. The sug-
‘gesﬁon for higher taxes did not,
|come as a' surprise to him. Edward|
|Hopkinson, , Jr., commission  ehair-
man, is known to have conferred
I with' the Mayor in advance on the
report.

In addition to Idwslnx the in-
creased ass ts, Teport,
suggested that. wnt:r meurs be
installed in all hom
only bt half offthe cn.-'n Siwel

ings are metered. Thus tnere is a/

revenue loophole; also, hundreds
of thousands of gallons of water are
wasted because, without a meter,
|there is Jess incentive to be eco-
nomical.
Exnectl Palatable Water

be-

How the City Plunnmg Com-

~ mission would - .;uacate the

$322,793,000 which is suggests
spending during 1948-1953:

Sewerage .. -$95,485.000

Water impmvemants 32,407.000

cuy-su high-
38,744,000

City actorial highe
‘ways and bridges ...

City highway restor-

32,397,000
Traffic control 3,208,000
Recreation . . 13,688,000 |
al
. 15545000 |
Port improvements . 3,044,0007
Police, fire, electrical
bureaus 7,582,000
Refuse disposal . 4,904,000 |
Charitable, ~correc-
tional, penal insti- ‘
ftions. (0 0R 10,382,000
Libraries, muse ms
and others ....... 1,170,000

TR
this schedule is revised. The $322,-
792,789 expenditure recommended
for 1948-53 is $20,393,000 above that
Droposed for 1947-52.

|1ief that an adequate supply of odor+
less and palatable water “should be
a reality within a few years.”

He admits that this may sound like
the repetition of an old promise, but
he offers data to show that some-
thing actually is being done. New
pumping stations are being built at
Torresdale and Fox Chase, and oth-
er stations are being rehabilitated.
Ozonation equipment is going into
the Belmont treatment station, Fil-

ters and reservoirs are being re-
habilitated and new mains are be»
ing laid down. |

This work—$32,407,000 fs ear-
marked for the water supply durin
the next six years—is partly in xhe
nature of an experiment to see if
the water can be improved without
acquiring a new source, One pos-
sible new source would be the Dela-
ware river at Wallpack Bend, near

Besides the works projects
in the 1948-53 schedule, principal
be objectives concern sewers and sew-

age treatment, highways, airports,
recreation facilities, hospitals and
welfare nstitutions.

“Dirt already is flying, contracts,
are being let, plans are being,
drawn,” says the report. During|
1948, an estimated $72,677,609 will
have to be spent to keep the projects
on schedule,

Because of rising cost, the com-
mission is scheduling only, projects|
which is considers tobe urgent.

Bushkill, Pa, The commission thlnks
this site should be pre-empted, just
i case the experiments should fail.,
Slx-Yut Schedule 3
For' purposes of planning and fi-|
nancing, the commission operates]
ar schedule. Each year|

Mcun Bre<:||< HIfS‘
Soufhwest Area

- H-lE- T

Wa er Cuf in Two Hospitals
" AndiThousdds of Homes

Thousands of homes, two hospitals and scores of industrial

plants in most of Southwest Phi

ladelphia were virtually without

water last night as a result of a 48-inch main break on Warrington

ave. south of 56th

st
At St, Vmcent’n Hospital, 70th st. and Woodland ave., 400 infant
patients faced a heatless night when low pressure caused the fail-
ure of the heating system, but were finally kept warm by hastily

gathered electric heaters.

'he break occurred at 8:30 A, M. yesterday and Elbert Taylor,
cmer of the Water Bureau, said it would take until this morning

to repair the damage.

*The water Dbressure in Mercy Hospital was down to a trickle

Elben Tn_vlox, chief of the Water
Bureau, immediately after the break
occurred at 8:30 A, M., dispatch
all available repairmen ‘to the IODE.-
tion of the break. They were ex-
pected to have the damage repaired
by this morning, Taylor

He added that the break Teduced
the pressure “lower than anticipated
demand.”

“You see, we haven't had a break
in that xectlon for quite a number of
years,” he said. “We thought that
the 16 and 30-inch feeder lines would
be able to take care of the situation,
but with the industries using water

in their boilers it became too much
of a drain to supply the homes.”
PRESSURE REDUCED

He said that he was informed that,

many plants shut their boilers down

n the afternoon. The presstre, he
cuntl.ned ‘was reduced to about 15
pounds in one section, which is not
enough to carty it to the upper floors
of homes. The normal pressure, he
declared is 100 pounds.

‘The main where the break occur-'

red is one of two large feeder lines
supplying West Philadelphia, Tay-
lor said, The other line, a 40-incher
running under 52d st., also was put
into emergency service, -
SPOUTS LIKE A GEYSER

The water from the break spouted

like a the payement ad-
Jacent te curb line in front of the
h Emma Sinclair at 1516
S, d Mrs, C, W. Adams, at
1514

W ed from the
break Tmous quantities raised
the s ‘in_front of the two

e it eight inches. It over-

flowed the alk and rushed over/

small retaining wall in front of
the Mrs, Sin <
Adams’  hom et md washed gway
part of

Sl o
an ineline on Sﬂth st. for two block/
to Florence ave., where some section;
were covered from curb to curb be'
cause of backed-up sewers. No home

were l'eDOrterl flooded in the su'ea.u

in’ the basement throughout the

day and orderlies carried water
to the upper floors of the three-
story building in buckets. The
nurses’ home was without water
entirely the superintendent said.
BOILERS' ENDANGERED

The engineer at the hospital said
‘hat if the water pressure got any
ower the boilers ‘in the hospital
would have to be tumgd o
mdustrial

5‘6 area ups it
that of 82d st. and Eastwick ave,
g!,te water was ot to be had eyen

e sald, however, that they
repared to fight small fires|
o

bout. 50
hu&uwzv:s, am% vm.h \ml:kets and
pots, lined up in mofunre Jug at
67th st. and angn ad
their containers;
Similar scenes took nlsce t.hrmhuut
the affected sectit
CARRY WATER ro FIRE

Last night firemen from 50th st.
and Baltimore ave carried water in
|a 100-gallon. booster tank with a
| pumper to put out & fire in an auto-
‘mobile at Cobbs Creek Parkway and
Foffman <



