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By Richard J. O'Keefe

The Upper Lehigh . Project
for a new Philadelphia water
&upply discards the idea of a
torage reservoir in the rich
rmland area near Warrington
in fayor of a storage lake in the
t v, populated area on Jericho
Crieek, about seven miles south-
eaﬁt of Do{leswwn.

_ A natural bowl, engineers of the
Lehigh Coal and Navigationi Com-

, $ponsors of the plan, say the
Praposed JericHo Reservoir can hold
& reserve of 57% billion gallons of
‘water, sufficient for a six-month
supply for the city.

30 PROPERTY HOLDERS

On the site of the reservoir there
e about 30 property holders, The .

area of the reservoir would cover 431

Pinevil . The bowl-like
conformation of the. land on the
site, engineers say, would enable the
Wtorage of almost three fimes the
ount ofrwater that, could be stored
proposed saucer-like reservok
e e Water Commission
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DICject, company engineers sug-
~ested an additional water supply of
165,000,000 gallons daily could be
Pprovitied by creating a reservoir on
McMichael's Creek near Stroudsburg
and using the water of that stream
with that of Pocono and Broadhead
Creeks.

NO ESTIMATE OF COST
No_estimate of cost to construct
McMichael’s Reservoir wi

hat
ihe Upper Delaware and tha Upper,
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] Is by this time quite obvious that

Philadelphia got off on the wrong
{oot in requiring property owners to
buy their own water meters,

Other kinds of public utility meters
rarely belong to the property owne:
or consumers,
that finds % mteter operating poorly
takes out the 6ld one and puts in an-
other, and that is the end of it. When
the city takes out a privately owned
‘water meter, it must return that iden-
tical ‘meter to the property after the
Tepairs are made. :

Philadelphians have bought a large
variety of meters, That multiplies the
difficulty of acquiring and stocking
the parts needed for repairs.

About hdif the city's water services
ave'métered, #nd universal metering
is growing ihePeasingly urgent both

as a fair method of distributing costs -

and as a conservation measure. But
all proposals to meter the remaining
services have'to stop for an argument
about who will own the meters.
There are objections to city pur-
chase, when half the owners have paid
for their own. But there are also
objections to going any deeper into the
mess- of private ownership of meters.
Before the thing is done with, the

An electric company |

city may find it desirable to buy. the

‘meters now. privately owned. Greater

simplicity .and uniformity of admin

istration might go far toward meeting
[ the cost, ... e by
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Do You Drink Sewage?
BULLETIN reader undertakes in
a Jetfer 10 state the “real ques-
#on” in the water problem. He states
it as follows: Are we satisfied to
drink diluted, filtered, chlorinated
sewage? o . ¢

It may sound m& a fair question,
but it isn't, Use it suggests that
the qualities of "glwne are present |
when the water / coir from the
householder’s faucet: -

Fompetent “authorities have told |
Philadelphia that there is no source
of supply available which would not
Tequire some ftreatment to remove
contamination, . But engineering sci-
ence can put water through the
same processes. of reclamation that |
nature contintially uses, and can do
it not only just as efficiently, but |
much more quickly. {

Some waler is hard to~reclaim;
some easy. Philadelphia’s water ean
be reclaimed at a .cost lower than

| tapping mountain. sources, and river |
; clean-up measures . promise even !
4 easier reclamation, X |
t ' The test of-wal
- has_been cont;

the Delaware River
celaims a saving of nearly $200,000,000.
Other proposals for replacing or
augmenting the city's present water
supply are variations of the Dela-
ware River Project favored by the
Water Commission engineers, the
Upper Lehigh Project and the plan
the Chamber of Commerce and
the Board of Trade of Philadelphia.
DIFFER IN MINOR DETAILS (
Some differ in only minor details
a5 does that contemplating the use
of the Upper Lehigh and the waters
f lomen and Tohickon Creeks
with a storage reservoir on Unami
Creek near Quakertown.

' per Delaware River Basin
“Tributaries Project provides for the
construction of reservoirs on six
tributaries of the Delaware which
drain the Pocono area. They are the
Lackawaxen River and the Shohola,
Bushkill, Broadhead, McMichael's
and Buckwha Creeks. A reservoir

' on Unami Creek also is proposed.

‘Water Commission engineers esti-

male this as the most costly at $380,-
0.

VERSION OF C. OF C. PLAN

The Delaware River-Yardley Proj-
ect is a version of the Chamber of
Commerce plan. It, however, con-
templates the construction of four
storage reservoirs on the Perkiomen
Creek watershed and one on To-
‘hhickon Creek.

Recently. H. 8. Spalinski, of Tren-
ton, president of Electric Power
Company of New Jersey, Inc., ad-
‘vanced a plan by which his company
would undertake to build a series of
dams in the Delaware River south

EDITORIALS .15 6 |

22

adeg

Let People:Decide on Water Sources

The people of Philadelphia should decide for ties. An agreement with New York and New
themselves, by ballot, where this city is to Jersey for the diversion of the water would be
obtain its supply of drinking water—whether needed and Congress: and-the Supreme Court
from the present polluted sources or from up- might have to pass on the matter, with conse-
land streams, quent delays. More serious are the legal ob-

The final report of the Mayor's ?ater Com- * stacles to condemning land required in the
mission does little more than confront Phila- two otder States.
delphia with the same old choice: keep what The Commission says pointedly that if for
we have and try to improye it, or spend sev- legal reasons the Wallpack Bend profect
eral hundred millions of dollars to obtain a proves impractical, and the city still desires
new and much cleaner supply. i an upland source, “it will be necessary to se-

It is up to the people to act on that choice. lect a source within this Commonwealth.”
By giving, their judgment at the polls they The Commission is not very helpful at this
will be taking the water problem for the first point. What source within Pennsylvania
time out of'the realm of surveys, reports and would be most suitable? It dismisses as un-

« conflicting recommendations in which it has  satisfactory the so-called Lehigh plan, insist-
been enmeshed for years. 2 ing that the sponsors’ cost estimate of $142 -

They will be telling the city government 000,000 is too low.
exactly how they want water supply hangled, It dsas states however—i~ a terse footnote
removing the doubts and confusion on*this —thatthe upper Lehigh, Bear Creek and Mud
score that have delayed improvements Qver Run as sources, supplemented by waters from
the years. the upper Perkiomen, will furnish 500 mil-

# They will be lion gallons per day of acceptable water at a
ster politi cost of $377,240,000.

Is this to be considered the best available
source within Pennsylvania? It is a pity the
Commission has not devoted more attention
to this site; ins‘ead of contenting itself with
a footnote.

The:people should be given the opportunity
to express their wishes in the matter in a ref-
erendum placing the issue before them in un-

making it impossible for shy-
now out of office, and thein
to make the subject of better
lelphia a political football.

N 'ﬁlﬂerenee of opinion concern-
iendation of the Water Com-
 immediate rehabilitation of the
d distribution systems.

at would come after this prelimi-
ovement that is most vital to Phila-

nary im;

d. sell
it necded.
HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER
The Spalinski proposal also con-
templates production of hydro-elec-
tric power which it would sell.
He explained his company pro-
poses to finance the project “through
the sale of bonds and preferred
stock or other securities.”
In the event the city adopts his
program which calls for a 135 billion
. gallon reservoir, he said he would

give Philadelphia an option to buy
- the water system from the company.
h nd)
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’ Water Comes First

JHILADELPHIA today has,in the

offing a number of major civic
mprovements.of wide variety. They,
nclude removal of the Chinese wall,
:xtension of the transit service, fur
aishing express service in the sub-
way, solving the parking problem and
improving the water supply.

A Butletin poll printed today shows
that in the minds of the city’s resi
dents improvement of the water.sup
*ply stands so far aheagl of the res,
that they are hardly in the runmin,
When four out of five people sin;
out one undertaking in preference t
all others, the priority is no-accident
Fortunately, water supply improve
'ment is not only high on the lisi o
projects, but actually under way. Cou
pled with the State’s work in cleanin;,
up the Schuylkill and the city’s con |
struction of sewage disposal facilities
the water program authorized bef:
the war offers real hope.

is one will take a long

The Cq as the next step, ambiguous terms, If they are willifige to con-
urges a long-range program that it states tinue ‘taking their drinking water from the
» would bring the present system “to the peak Delaware River docks, they should make that
of efficiency needed to suppl ure, palatable decision clear, If they want the city to obtain
water.” The cost would bg 3,000,000, or  water from upland streams, they should wote'
$87,568,000 should the Schuylkill River be for such a step.
abandoned as a source and dependence placed If the majority favor new sources, the city
entirely on the Delaware. . government should stop trying to patch up
If, thereafter, the city desirés an upland - the existing system at cost of many millions
source, it is the Commission’s opinion that the and concentrate upon a new source that would *
bgst location would be the upper Delaware give us the best possible water at the lowest
River near Wallpack Bend. It concedes the possible price. o
water from there would be a great improve- But let the people determine what‘sh‘qulﬂ
ment over the present product and it places be done. They drink the water and pay thes
the cost at $284,588,000. y ¥ bills for it. They should decide what &md
But this plan is hedged about with difigul- “ofwater they will have. ANy
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‘WAU:P‘ 'ACK BEND'TIE SOUGHT Terz ———8as
| Siavor i ey 1$62,000 for Allentown

= | Washington, Maveh 25— (AP)—|
The_ Federal Works Agency an- |
[mounced today'it-had advanceq $63.- ||
i

}| Mayor Samuel asked Cits: Councilt
-|yesterday for author) 1o pro- i

tect the city’s right to ’UDO to Allentown, Pa., to finance
B nves (plans fu{‘ addition to its water Sys-
E D, )

m, estimated to cost $1,980,000)
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