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Water Bureau to his

appointment to the post

terday fo
Water Bureau.

« Director of Public Works Martin
left), former Water Bureau head, is shown in his City

Il Annex office, outlining the duties of chief of the
lucceswr, Elbert J. Taylor, whose

Engineer Appointed
Water Bureau Chief

Elbert J. Taylor, 48, a consulting engineer was appointed i
il a. six-month vacancy as $8000-a.veat: oot ot the
e oo whmey $8000-a-year chief of the

GETS NEW CHIEF -

J. McLaughlin

was announced yesterday.

firm has been retained by the |

city for several years for con-
sultation on water problems, ||

took, over a post that was va- |
cated last September when for-
mer Chief Martin J. McLaughlin
succeeded the late John H. Nee-
son as Director of Public Works.

{| TEST MAY BE WAIVER

. Under Civil Service procedure his
ar ointment was provisional. Pub-
lic hearings will be held to de-|
termine whether. tre job shall be ex-
empted from a competitive exam-
ination. The appointee may take

uch an examination if he wishes.

Mr. McLaughlin  predicted that

M. Taylor would prove “a very good

chief.” A

“He is thoroughly familiar with

the $18,000,000 improvement pro- ||
gram,” he said, “He not only knows [
the tity's water system problems,

but, knows the personnel of the bu- ||
reau and is in & position to do a|'
great job.”

Mr. Taylor, who is married and
has a year-old daughter, resides in
an apartment house at Ghew and
Duval sts.
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HORSHAM TO FIGHT
RESERVOIR PLAN

(Residents Raise $7,500
Fund; Cite Loss of Tax,
Colonial Landmorks |

A $7,500 fund for a legal battle|
against the construction of a reser-
VOIr as a part of the Wallpack bend
|project to provide pure water for
Philadelphia was raised last night
at a meeting of 300 residents of
Horsham Township, Montgomery
County.

The sresidents, who met in the
Prospectville school, set up a com-
mittee headed by Fred Fowles, pres-
ident of the township school board, |
to ‘get the fight under way.

Under the project, water from the
ipper Delaware River would be:
srought by viadyct to a reservoir
n Warrington Township, Bucks
Zounty, adjoining Horsham,

The reservoir project would in-
indate about a third of Horshams
Pownship and a five-mile square,
area in Bucks County. /@i

Tom the reservoir the water,

would be piped to Philadelphia.
. Those attending last night's megt=
ing were told that construction of|
the reservoir would require the raz-
ing of 1,000 farms and homes in
Warrington, Horsham and Lower
Gwynedd townships, and the de-
struction of many colonial stiue-
tures, i i i
William Keith, first Governor of
Pennsylvania.

o

Fowles estimated that Horsham]
Township would lose about $15,000,
a year in ta:
The committee formed at the
|meéting probably will first contact
the State Water Resources Board,
which~has/ the T1ght To condemn
n
property needed for the ity water
supply, =, o >

CIY WATER ADEQUATE,
RESEAR@H]B‘UREAU SAYS |
Could be Made Palatable, Sak
with Treatment, Report says |
Philadelphia’s water supply could
e made both safe and . palatable
with proper treatment, according to
1|the Bureau of h_l[upicipal Rescnrcl‘.‘
The bureau, in its weekly bflle: |
tin, Citizens' Business, said that the

city should compare the cost of,
moving unpleasant odors of ﬁe

present water with the cost of

viding new sources of water, befoge

deciding to do away with the phesy!
il

ent system.’

“In recent years,” the artfcle
stated, “more than 200 cities !
solved their taste and odor pfifis.
Jems by super-chlorination. oyl
treating the filtered water *
activated carbon or with o t

The article pointed out that
adelphia’s most -extensive ¢
ment was with ozone.
| *During 1941 and 1942 the
treated the waters of the Schu
with- ozone -and obtained
results,” it said.

excel

]

Stump “For
Seeking Unconscionable
_,Ij rofit o ‘

Utility -

The Lehigh Coal and Navigation Co. stands to make a
profit >f some $12,000,000 if they can jam their Lehigh-

Pocono
payers.

That sum would be realized by
that firm for a few hundred acres
of almost worthless mountain land
on which it would be necessary to
other | And consent of the Army and Con-
the water to

construct  reservoirs
facilities to carry
mains in this city.

and

Several weeks g0 The Dispatch
%, high-powered
lobby was at work in Philadelphia,
contacting officials in an effort to
“sell” them the Lehigh Company’s

disclosed that

ideas on what is good for the local
citizenry.

But now the utility firm’s lust

for that $12,000,000 slice of gravy
is out in the open.

None less than a former Superior
Court Judge has taken the stump
in favor of the Lehigh-Pocono
water project.

Charles E. Kenworthey, a mem-
ber of the law firm of Schnader,
Kenworthey, Segal & Lewis, told
an Optimist Club luncheon that
the Lehigh-Pocono water was the
only solution of Philadelphia's
pighlem. He also condemned the
‘Wallpack-Yardley project which
would draw water from the upper
sources of the Delaware River.

Kenworthey declared the latter
proposition involved too many legal
obstacles.

Said Mr. Kenworthey:

“An interstate compact would
have to be negotiated among
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and
New York, and this would. have
to be approved by Congress.”

He also brought the Army into
the picture with the statement
that “Army engineers have supef-
vision over certain of the Dela-
ware watersheds.”

There are a few details, how-
.ever, which Mr. Kenworthey took
no pains, to impress upon his
listeners. &

He failed to state that his law
firm serves as counsel foi the Le-
high Coal and Navigation Com-
pany, and that a juicy fee no doubt

s in prospect if the deal to grab
$12,000,000 from Phuladelphia tax-
payers is successful.

Another detail glossed over by
the ex-jurist was that there is
no e\ ®nce that apy difficulty
would be “sperienced if Philadel-
phia soughy to share in the waters
of the upper Delaware. New Jer-
sey and New York tap that source.
‘Why not & municipality in Penn-
aylvania?

.~ There would be no trouble what-

SD

ter project down the throats of Philadelphia tax-
e S N

soever involved in mnegotiating
Kenworthey’s so-called compac
with New Jersey : =1 New Yol

gress could no doubt be obtained
for the asking.

The only drawback with
Wallpack-Yardley water source,
were it to be chosen by the Bhila-
delphia Water Commission, Is that
it would deprive the Lehigh Com-
pany of a $12,000,000 profit.

Mr. Schnader, a law partner of
Kenworthey, and former State At-
torney General, is taking no cons
spicuous part in the Lehigh Com-
pany’s campaign to sell its gold
brick. He is engaged in represent-
ing a client who seeks to shake
down the State for more than a
million _dollars

to get that
has brought Action
wgainst the State and in so do-
ing has ste—... 1 a progeam to free
all toll bridges.

Kenworthey, in a dutiful parrot-
like fashion, echoed the cry of the
Lehigh Company’s own engineers
that the Lehigh-Pocono project
would cost only $122,000,000, with
an additional expenditure of $20.-
000,000 if a larger supply was de-
sirable. >

Impartial engineers of the City
Water Commission, however, put
the cost of that project at between
$300,000,000 and $330,000,000.

Speakers to civic and business
organizations are also being dis-

Navigation Company in its fre
efforts to wrap up its proposed
$12,000,000%¢rab.

One such speaker appeared at
a meeting of the United Business-
men’s Association last weck and
was met with a barrage of ques-
tions, few of which he could satis
factorily answer.

and the Lehigh Company will
ileave no stone unturned to pocket

to make on the deal.

If and when the people of Phila-
delphia decide by ballot to change
the city water supply, this Lehish
outfit will bear watching. With
tactics as ruthless and brazen as
they have to date employed, any-
(hing might happen.

GRAB ON WAT

|
the

for a worthless
|

price,

that unconscionable profit it seeks |

patched by the Lehigh Ceal and,
ied

{
But $12,000,000 is a lot of money

i
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Philadelphia voters will not
(pply for thé city at the May 21
our caucus yesterday, decided

JERSEY FFICIALS
'BACK CITY USE OF.

' DELAWARE WATER

Blessing Expected to Re:

move Obstacles to Tap-
ping Upper River »
By EDWARD STONE

| New Jersey officials gave their|

informal blessing yesterday fo
|the city’s. tapping of the upper
| Delawar@ River for moun

water. i
The blessing was extended at a
meeting  of Philadelphial
| Water Commission in the
day Club. It presumably  will
remove a major snag from the
path of the plan. 1
at snag was the com
|sifn's fear that New Jerst
might_block diversion o
| Ware River water for_ the city’
use. Possible need of North Jex
sey communities to tap the Tive
was considered an obstacle.
No Need in Sight
But representatives of
neighbor State assured the col
| mission no such need is in sight;
| Their views do not bind the}
State itself, it was pointed out by
| Samuel H. Roseriberg, secretary
|10 the commission and to Mayor
Samuel.
As for the State of Pennsyl
officials attending the
| meeting said no applications are,
| pending. from any commulﬂE:
|outside ‘of Philadelphia_for ise,
of the Delaware.
| Project Js Favored s
The proposal under discussion'
|was the *“1llpack Bend profect;)
known to ve favored by the éom-
| mission among several to bring
water here from upstate sourges.
| That_project would dam the

upper Delaware at a sharp ¢
in its course known as Wallp
Bend, near Bushkill. Eighty
‘m_'\]e‘s of pressure tunnels woul
bring water here, with an inter-
vening reservoir at Warrington|
in Bucks county.

To arrange for the project, an
interstate commission was sug-
| gested at the meeting to be made
|up of representatives of Penn.
|sylvania and New. Jersey.
Power of Domain

The new commission would
have the power of eminent do-
main to take any needed property!
in both States adjoining the Dela.
ware.

By April 15 the Water Comml
sion anticipates a report from its
engineers on the cost of the Wall-
pack Bend project, Tentative fig:
ure Is §270,000,000.

1f approved by’the commission,
{hat or any substitute project will
be submitied to Philadelphia
voters at the May 21 primary

be asked to choose a new w
primary. City Council, in a &
to withdraw the water s

| referendum from the pr

| ballot uriti} full information

|the various sources can be pro:

vided. S =
Council President Frederic
|Garman, who announced the

;cision, said that a substitute
n would

the referendum to the general
tion in November. *
| PLAN DREW PROTESTS
Several groups, including thy
adelphia Committee on Publi
fairs, had protested against
ting the referendum to the
torate at a primary. g5a

inff#e Upper Delaware River,
réport is expected about April 1!
PLAN COSTS $348,000,000

‘The refert

| have given the voter his choice &
[t possible. water  sources:
would be creation of a new
source at an estimated cost of $3
000,000 The other would Vo
improyement of present sources {a
the Delaware and Schuylidll at'a
1cost of $63,000,000. v
The Water Commission’s draff of
{the referendum said the latfer pi
{posal would involye an increase in
consumers’ water bills of pproxi-
‘mately 13 percent. The development
{or mew water sources would incredse,
individual bills nearly 100 percent,
& said. Sl
|BIX PROPOSALS STUDIED
Since its appointment by  Mayor
|S:|mue§:‘the ‘Water Commission
| studied\six different proposals for de-
|velopment of new water sources. The
Wallpack Bend project was favored,
and is the only project on which |
report of the Board of Engineers
has been asked. 5
| Mr. Garman declined to comment:
|on whether postponement of the
‘referendum until November would
bring a similar delay in' develop-

immediately with either, 5\ and
indicated that the dele Y ating,
would have little effect, * .8 im=
provements. y

PURE WATER SOUGHT
‘ Both water plans were intended
to develop 500,000,000 gallons daily
of “pure ahd palatable water.”

| T. Henry Walnut, chairman
Philadelphia Committee on.
Affairs, presented one of

the
Public
Lo

protests to Council on the Prope
May primary Yote. o a
He said his committee fa -
sméll

Philadelphia Water Department
Historical Collection
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N. J. to Let |
Phila. Tap

Water Supply

Project to Cost -
~ City 270 Million®

%1cit approval of Philadelphia
use 7 the upper Delaware River
Basin to obtain a clear water sup-
ply was given yesterday by rep-
resentatives of the State of New
Jersey at a meeting with Mayor
Samuel’s Water Commission.

During the course of the meeting,
in the Midday Club, it was made
plain, however, that the tacit ap-
proval does not bind New Jersey and
is contingent on the future needs of
New Jersey cities for a water supply.
RESERVOIR NEAR BUSHKILL

‘Under the proposal being studied
by the Mayor's Water Commission..
headed by Herbert W. Goodall,
Philadelphia would gain a supply of
500,000,000 gallons ‘mountain
water daily under what has come to

|be known as the Walpack Beng
Project.

The. “woject would create a res-
ervoir near Bushkill, in the Poconos
from which the water would be
piped to Philadelphia.

CITY TO VOTE ON PLAN |

During tke discussion held yes-
terday it was suggested that a Joint
New Jevsey-Pennsylvania Commis- |
sion be created Jy the Legislatures |
of the two States to operate the
water sourge, The waters of the en

| tire upper Delaware watershed are,
| under the supervision of the Inter-
state Commission on the Delgware
River Basin, otherwise known%as
| Incodel, in  which Pennsylvania,
| New Yeork, Delaware and New Jer=

Thi
{ delpia should go ahead with
|to obtain the upland water supp
or concentrate on a plan for improv~
ing the local water supply.will be
submitted to the electorate in the'
May 21 primary elections.

COST TC BE 210 MILLION y,

If it 1s approved by the voters,
and the project. is carried out, Pk\ﬂms
delphia will become the only imme
diate user of water from the upper
Delaware Basin. z

The plan calls for-the expendituré
of $270,000,000 to construct a reser-
voir at Eushkill; o lay a submerged
conduit fron: that place to War-
rington, Bucks county; to build &
storage reservoir at that place, and
to install subsequent pipe lines to
this city.

ENGINEERS STUDY PLAN

With its completion the city's
supply of water would vastly in-
crease, since at present Philadelphia
uses only between 325,000,000 and
350,000,000 gallons daily. .

The plan i$ being studied by engi-
neers, and & repovt from them is ex~
pected by the Water Commission by
April 15.
| PRESENT. AT MEETING

Among the New Jersey represen-|
| tatives attending yesterday’s meet~
ing were State Treasurer Robert C.
Hendrickson, Joseph C. Paul,
| member of Tjice
| Howard T, on ¢

question of whether Phila-

ion.

attendance
€T, chairman of
itkin, one of its

ter and Power Re-
sources Board; €. K. Weigel, W. E.

Kirkpatrick, Albett F. Damon, Jr
and Gordon Mason. i



