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LevyRaps_ Committee Delay
AsksQuick Action ByMayor

Isaac D. Levy, chairman of the
board of the WCAU Broadeasting
Company, urged Philadelphia citi-
zeng' to support his radio crusade
for better drinking water by writ-
ing letters and cards to Mayor
Bernard Samuel . demanding im-
mediate action on purification
measures. His plea was made in
an address over WCAU last Fri-
day night.
~ Levy's campaign, which has been
almosi completely ignored by news-
Ppapeis here, Has been steadily
gaining supporters. Following his
broadcast last week the station
was swamped with telephone calls
and mail,

In his talk last Friday night
Levy declared “it is the duty of
the Mayor to convene with Coun-
cil and effect legislation to remedy
the water condition. From previous
reports he has all the necessary
data, Tt was unnecessary to- ap-
poing another committee. The
water sources from which we
could receive excellent water have
n't change since previous repos
were made. =

The complete text of Mr. Zevy¥
address follows:

On May the firsf £ told you that
WCAU urges md, if necessary;in
tends to comjel the public officials
to give the people of the city of
Philadabiia  the
watiy obtainable. 3
Poitted out to the Mayor, the city
courcil and the members of th
committee, whom the Mayor ap-
Poirted, how the necessary legal
mechanism could be set up-in thir-
ty dows if they acted promptly. I
sent all of these gentlemen a copy
0T oy talk I want to inform the

(Cyatinued on Page Two)
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he radio crusade of Isaac D.
7 L:zy, chairman . of the WCAU
Broadeasting Co,, to provide decent:

 water fo i
went into high gear last Friday
night when the radio executive
blasted Mayor Samuel’s plan for a

ndum on the issue.
re;fer: ,dwho is conducting his cam-
paign’ with little support from
newspapers, charged that the peo-
ple do not want a referendum on
‘whether to “drink filthy or clean
He stated that citizens

e | | water et
want action, not “buck-passing.
8 Levy urged the Mayor to consult

immediately with city engineers,
arrange loans with banking institu-
tions  and  start -work —on the
roject. .
P The text of Levy's spadoh Tollows:

On May 18th, 1 spoke .t
(Continued on Page Nine
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" Phila. Water Plan .
| rrya, a ert an‘/((
c1g .
< % 8-1g
o Called Impractical
+|  Legal Sifficulties in the way of
the Wallpack-Yardley plan for using
/ the uppér Delaware River as a source
L | for Philadelphia water make it im-
{ Dpractical.
- Robert L. Boyd, assistant secre-
= tary of the Lehigh Coal and Navi- |
1 eation Co., s declared last night
{ at the monthly meeting of the
United_Businessmen's ~ Association
at the Sylvania Hotel,
Boyd asserted that not only would
’,‘wa Jersey and Pennsylvania laws
a

ssed in 1783 and prohibiting diver- |

n of river water have to be re-
pealed, but that an interstate con-
tract among New York, New Jersey
and Pennsylvania would have to be
approved By Congress and the Army
Engineers before the plan could be
put into effect. ?

(sary to have a referendum, why

.|has run for the office of Mayor

.| that the function of the existing

‘| straight, clear thinking and harc

{Action To Fiace
ssue On Ballot

(Continued from Page One)

about the insistence of WCAU that
the public officials of this city per-
form_their sworn duty to see that
you are able to get a glass of de-
cent drinking water instead of the
fithy liquid that is now given to
you. In that talk I reminded you
of our promise to dramatize the
condition of our city water in such
a manner that would awaken you
to its perils, and also to stimulate
the city officials to action for fear
9t your condemnation of their in-
sctivity, of their incompetence, or
worse. .

Recently I received a letter from
Senator George Wharton: Pepper.
Let me quote from that letter. “I
was delighted with your suggestion

committee is not to appoint an-
other committee but to get busy
itself. If you are driven to the ‘big
bottle’ experiment, I hope to be on
hand to see demonstration but
Should like to be excused from
drinking anything but out-of-town
water!”

Mr. Mayor, if you force us to
act, it will be your fault,

Mayor Bernard Samuel complet-
ed the unexpired term of Mayor
Lamberton, then was elected fo
the oce of Mayor, and has been in
that office for a totai of 45 months,
He has been in politics for 35 years
or more and was a member of city
couneil for a long timé. He knows:
a1l about our water condition,

In response to the letters that
you sent him condemning" our
water situation and asking him to
stop fooling around and do some,
thing about -it, he replied to ,some
of you that his appointed commit-
tee is engaged in preparing two

its faults, but it is still the b
government on earth.

“Sitice 1017, the people of _e city
of New York have been roceiving
their water from the Catskili
‘Mountains, It is very good water,
The people like it. They do not
mind spending a few extra pennie.
for it. The public officials of the
City of New York acted promptly
They had no referendum. They did
not hother ‘about appointing eom
mittee after committee. The peo
Ple of the city of New York acted
and you will be rewarded by the
gratitude of the People of this city
for generations to come.

For the referendum, Mr. Mayor
you promised certain informatior
tothe people. We are not trying t
embarrass you, so We are going tr
make a sporting proposition. T
You ingist of the referendum, rela
and take until September 1st of
this year to present to the peopl
the information you will give them
You neglected to state to the peo
Ple to whose letters you replier
Whether or not you expect to hold
this referendum in* November. Dc
you? If so, the people are entitled
to know it. You promised in you
letter, Mr. Mayor, that this adrain
istration “ig determined to seitle
the problem once and for all.” but
Yyou didn't say when.

Time to get Busy

Mr. Mayor, as we have said be
fore, we have no desire to drama-
tize this situation, and we will re
sort to it onmly if you do not act
If you want to get this referendum
on the November ballot, if that i
your desire, you had better get
busy. If it does not appear on this
ballot; the people may very well
ask you where you have been and
what you have been doing for th
past 51 months, By November
you will have served as Mayor 5
months. We are determined to figh*
for good water until we obtain it
1f the people fight hard enough for

plans for the people to vote on,
Qne was the improved use of local
sources and the other was the uti-
lization of upland sources. He
tated in that letter that while
ere have been reports by other
Water committees in the past, that
? is the first time the voters wil!

Ve an_opportunity’ to express
thelr preference in a clearly de-
fined referendum. If it was neces-

was it that every candidate who

during my memory has gone out
of his way to promise-to remedy
the water condition of this city?
Does Mayor Samuel - think that
after being in office for 45 month-
that the best he can now offer it
a referendum? Shades of Rip Van
Winkle!
Duty and Responsibility

When you elected Mr. Samue!
the Mayor of this city, you en
trusted him with a duty and thc
responsibility of correcting this
water. situation. The Mayor ha
decided not to assume this respon-
sibility . himself. -Very few peaple
like to assume. responsibility It is
pasier to appoint committees and,
usually nothing happens. This iz
called passing. the buck. It is born
of laziness .and fear. If only pub
lic officials could learn that

work produce results. So many are
afraid of imaginary shadows, lister’
to whispers, wink a wise, eye and
look in all directions. before. they
dare tell you it, a nice day. It is
(b to the Mayc to determine how

nd,. while twe._disagrec
d, peverthe.

2
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anything, they get ‘what they want
It is only when they do not carc
enough to fight that they are com
pelled to accept water of the char
acter this city offers.

The committee the Mayor ap
pointed, through its chairman
Ernest V. D. Sullivan, stated that
in the shortest possible time you
Wwill be offered a chance to vote or
whether you want to continue tc
receive the water you are now get.
ting from the present heavily pol
luted sources or from new sources,
A sub-committee was appointed
as I knew it would be, to receive
advice from competent engineers

to be selected immediately. Im
mediately means promptly; if
means no time shall lapse; it

means now. In the past, engineer-
have taken months and years to
Prepare their reports. All the in
formation they can acquire is al
ready on file. We will not be satis
fled with Ppigeon-holed, delayed re-
ports. :

Mr.  Herbert W. Goodall, the
chairman of the sub-committee, is
president of the Tradesmen's Na-
Honal Bank. How long do you

think it would take him to decide ;

Whether or.not a loan should bé
granted to an applicant? Mr. Good:
all, "get your committee to act|

_smich

Is being dumped the sewsge and

Industrial wastes of not only, our.

oWn community, but that of maz;

other towns and cities, y¥en with-
in a comparatively feW miles of
Philadelphia and at the lowest
comparsble per capita costs, we
have a source of pure, clean water,
finer than any other city in Afer-
fca enjoys today. It's because the,
citizens of . Philadelphia have ' not
strongly enough indicated that
they would prefer clean, sparkling
mountain water to the highly
chlorinated product they now re-
celve and. that they are willing and
anxious to pay the price fér it."

Now, Mr. Baird is our city trehs-
urer. He is a public official, his
statement is no different from the
statements of all other candidates
for Mayor. You, Mr. Mayor, said
the same thing many. times, WCAU |
SPonsors mo, particular _ water |
source. We want good water and
we do not care where it comes
from, but it must be the best ob-
tainable. Pay a few. pennies more
for water .and pay less to the doc-
tor,

The Mayor and city council, and
certain politicians, may be satisfied
with our water, If so, they can
have all of it as far as we are
concerned. If they are satisfled
with it, however, why is City Hall
loaded with bottled water, which
they drink and for which the.gifis
zens of this city pay? Everyhedy
can't afford bottled water. The df
trine will do for the rich, but {;
for the poor.

What shortsighted people are
our executives! Don't they realize
how much it would help the city
Just o have good drinking water!

Do you people ia this city rea-
lize how corroded your pipes are
and how full of mud they are}
How many of you have driven
through the parkway when yad,
were almost suffocated by the
stench of the Schuylkill River?
That comes from your water,
Will Hold Forums ;

In the near future, WOAU in-
tends to hold forums, at which:
time the varlous peoplewho are
acquainted with the water prob-
lem and prominent physicians will
be invited to inform you, over this
station, about the condition of our
water and how it affects your
health, 4
Mr. Mayor, you have suggested
the referendum, but it is not too
late for you to start over agair.,
You gre big enough to change your
mind®Call in, your city engineers
Who know all about the water con-

time. It is as simple as that. You
have as much information now as
you will ever get. The people don't |
want a referendum. They want you
to act_now. Mr. Mayor, don’t you
hear the bugle? V]

promptly, just as you would in
your own business affairs. Shoys
the public you are a mah of s&pr_‘
ture and also that you are interest

i
ed in giving thew their birthrigh! |

Prefer Clean Water 5

Let me. read "o you a parag h
of an address délivered 'by Edg:
W. Baird, Jr., the <1y treasur
Philadelphia, before the Lln;e

fought. The atom bomb has been invented.
i

; —an unholy chemical experiment.

o]

a D,
ff?-ur‘e'"
T.illadelphia was an issue
way back in 1899, '!

The Record on Friday published a fac)

simile of part of the front page of the de-;
funct Phi hia Times, dated March 29/
of that ye: 47 years ago.

| A Grand Jury with “power to act at once”
was to take up the question of foul water.
‘ The automobile has developed since from
an experiment to an industry. The airplanc}
has grown up. Two world wars have been

Rut Philadelphia water remains the same

Why? Because we have had the kind of
thinking in city. government as exemplified
Thifrsday by Public Works Director Martin
J. McLaughlin.

Before City Council's Public Works Com-
mittee, he stated that city engineers were
opposed to a plan of the Lehigh Coal &
Nayigation Company fo bring pure water
Jhere from its-property in the Poconos.

A new, i source of dri
water! ‘What the city has needed for more
iyeaxs than the oldest inhabitants can re-
member. Many plans have been advance
iduring- the years. §
| The chlorine cocktail is still with us,
| We do not know the merits of the coal
1ﬁrm’s proposal, which the company esti-
mated would cost the city $142,000,000.; -

But the point is that neither does Mc—
Laughlin. L3

He objected to the project because:

“Our engineers believe the cost would |
be millions and millions of dollars more
than the company’s figures.”

An engineer doesn’t talk that way. Not if [
he knows his business. The project may hpl
worthless. But if it is to be opposed it should |
be for a good reason backed by facts.

No plan should be damned because it
|will cost “millions.” >
| of course, a, new water supply will cost
| millions. It can't be had for a so:i.
| This is the same kind of uninforrded ob- |
| structionism that was employed to block
‘}the construction of a depressed, ratiser than|
a surface, superhighway over Vine st. 4
| It would cost too much! 4]
| How much is too much? ¥
‘ Way ‘back in 1937, The Record showgﬂ‘
|that Philadelphia could have pure, frad‘ri
\water, that the cost would run about $1§0,~
|000,000. Yes, that's a large sum, ;,;‘\
“ But it means, when transferred into fons!
| frightening terms, that the people could T
Jpure water for only half a cent a,day \Lor
each adult.

Is that too much? )

It is no coincidence that Philadelphia lﬁ!

een burd: by i ru
[over all those years the people have bee |
|clamoring for good water—ang not gets
ting it. =

Millions were squandered on municipal
white elephants.

But now necessary improvements are ob-
structed by the unsubstantiated cry—*They
|cost too much!” ~

Philadelphia Water Department

Historical Collection
2004.019.0014A



