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'SFWER RENT PLAN
‘DISCRIMINATORY,
EXPERT nEcLAnﬁs

But Witness Admlis
Charge Based on Water
Use Is Fair

Philadelphia cannot have a fair
sewer rent until all its 460,000
properties using water are me-
tered, Prof. Willilam S. Pardoe,
of the University of Pennsyl|
‘vania, declared at a City Hall|
hearing yesterday. |

Pointing out that only 225,000
properties have meters, Pardoe
declared an $8 minimum rate for
metered as’ against a $15 mini-
mum for nonmetered properties

inequitable and discriminatory,

e proposed sewer rent, based
on water rates, would be equally

air, he said.
Sole Witness in Suit

J as an expert
draulic engineer, Pardoe was th¢

sole witness yesterday in an
equity suit before Judge Gerald
F. Flood in Common Pleas Courl

signed to finance the city's SQZ
000000 project to end its poliu
tion of its rivers.
Incross-examination, hawew
City Solicitor Frank F. Trus
scored a point in defense of

MW rent when he brought uux
pmperty owners have ithe
mstalling wa‘tier

o

mete
sted, “the rent would" be
Snequ!table because so few people
use the amount of water they are
allowed under the minimum
charges.”
ardoe also said: “T admit that
the _principle of basing sewer
charges on water use is fair.”
City Defeated Twice
‘The city has failed in two other
efforts to devise a “sewer rent”
that will pass legal muster. The

th ough,

preme Court as being disguised
Teal estate taxes. The new and
third rent, ranging from 50 to 100
percent of water c rges, is under
attack by a taxpayer, by the Phila-
delphia Real Estate Board, by five
neighburhood realty associations

the United Busincssmen's
Assoc ation.

120 Mt[lmn Man-Hours of Jobs

Avvast Teservoir of jobs—120,000;-
000 man-hours of employment to
cushion workers against the let-
down from war activity—was en-
visioned today as one possible Te-
sult of adoption of the City Plan-
ning Commission’s program for a
bigger and better Philadelphia.

Announced. yesterday by Mayor
Samuel with the comment that the
city will support the recommenda-
tions to the limit of jts financial
resources, the $385,203,718 prograri
is intended to be carried out in Jarge
measure between 1945 and 1950, in-
clusive. It calls for completion of
these projects first:

1. Sewage collection and treat-

of water pipe hooked up with the
sa Stopegek or “ferrule”
permitted various rates of flow.
Since minimum’ rates vary a
cording to the size of the ferrule,
Pardoe contended those rates are
not a fair méasure of water use’
That testimony ‘was stricken out
however, when' Truscott e iteu
an admlssmn that Pardoe’s tests
were “based on an illegality” be-
cause al legal Jimitations on sizes
of cannecung p)pes, terrules and
‘water meter.
|City Gots 28 Allies
To the city's. aid yesterday

came 28 allies who were allowed
to intervene in defense of the
controversial sewer rent, which
is intended to yield interest and
carryin, sg charges on the contem-

lated $42,000,000 sewage- oaal
oan. Intervening were the

te,
the Interstate Commission on the

overnmen orney J.
Iey McWilliams told Judge

d" that such taxes, city and|
ool comprise $71,000,000, ot
ver 60 percent, of the $118.
MOOOO collected by the city an
ithe School District this yea:
The hearing will resume foday.

Philadelphia

Water Department
Historical Collection
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ket st. sybway to 42d st., at a cost
of $24,490,000; full develepmén! of
the 30th St, Station facilities.
1,108 Prujzetl on List

are other projects—1,108]
in nll, lncludlﬂg eventual erection
of 16 new schools, work on the port
and the building of a $17,000,000
vehicular tunnel under the Dela-
ware River. Of the constructlun
projects there were 604 Wi
committee definitely recommended
for qusck ncuon at an estimated
cost of $205,600,

The six-year summary was the
first such report from the commis-
sion, of which Edward Hopkinson,
Jr.,, is chairman. Under the ordin-
ance by which it was created, the

3

will submit annual re-

iﬂent =

3. City-State highway program
| 4. Removal of the so-called
lese wal on of the Ma

ports in the future, each o cover
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Sewage a Fragrant Problem Since 1907

By LEEDS MOBERLEY

“The most important and ur-
gent _problem confronting _the
city is the collection and treat-
ment of its sewage.”

So declares the City Planning
Commission in the réport trans-
mitting its first public improve-
ments program to City Council
—a_ preliminary schedule of
projects recommended for de-
velopment during the next six

“Af the present time,” e 1
port  continues, “the. city  dis
charges into the Delaware River
at numerous points south of the
Northeast sewage treatment
works (at Wheatsheaf la.) and
into the Schuylkill River below

au-muum Dam a daily average
of 400,000,000 gallons of sewage,
of which more than 80 percent
does not receive even primary
treatment.

DANGEROUS CONDITIONS

“This situation does not re-
sult in pollution of the city's
own water supply, because of
the protection already provided
at the Northeast plant. How-
ever, it does produce evil-smell-
ing, unsanitary and sometimes
dangerous conditions in the, prin-
cipal watercourses of the' city,
with serious effects on the wel-
fare of Philadelphia and on the
commerce of the port.”

“The protection already pro-
vided” at the Northeast plant
doesn’t amount to much; only
a fraction of the sewage handled
there is treated and the rest is
dumped raw into the river. For
all the commission’s optimism
on that point, many authorities
declare that at low-water periods
the incoming tide undoubtedly
carries sewage upstream to the
Torresdale intake.

But there is no disagreement
about the other, “evil-smelling,
unsanitary and sometimes dan-
gerous” conditions which have
converted our two rivers into
open sewers and our port into
a cesspool.

FISH CAN'T LIVE

Some of the older Philadel-
phians may remember the days
when there was a big catch or

. ware,

TRAFFI(

ABOUT 100 YEARS AGO it was possible to catch live fish in the Delaware at Tacony. Now &
the only fish in the river have been dead so long they add to the stench.

[C JAMS on the river were common between here and Camden during the early

days of the last century. Now shipowners complain that the water is so bad it damages the

hulls of their vessels.

shad every year in the Dela-
but no fish can live in
water that is so polluted it
makes battleships turn green
around the gil

e port is busy now because
of the war. The stuff has to
move and Philadelphia has the
facilities to move it—belt line
railroads, good piers, easy acces-
Sibility, excellent loading_equip-
ment,” efficient organization, an
adequate and well-lighted chan-

el.

The port, in fact, has every-
thing except water fit for a ship
to float in. Freshwater ports or-
dinarily are highly regarded by
shipping men because a ship’s
hull does mnot become fouled
with barnacles in fresh water—
and because there is an unlim-
ited source of fresh water for
the boilers.

WATER HAZARD

But nobody would dare pump
Delaware River. water into his
boilers. Just the gases released
bythe{)utrefyln sewagethangg
the color of a cor-

e the exposed me

work v

“

and nauseate men working
around the waterfront. The
chemicals in the water will eat
through the plates of the hull
in time.

The port is handling more
than double its supposed ca-
pacity now (tonnage figures are
a military secret) and the
Chamber of Commerce and
Board of Trade, through its mer-
chant marine committee, s
working on a program to keep
it humming—and expand its
business 1urther~after the war

It’s a salesmanship job, a
of convincing shippers of Phﬂ»
adelphia’s advantages, including
the “close link with Baltimore
(now_a favored port) through
the Chesapeake and Delaware
Carnal, which was finished only
four years ago. For that reason,
the committee lists correction of
pol.l ution as the port’s greatest

d

A s George E, Bartol, president
f the Bourse and chairman of
th committee, observes:
A shipowner will bi
selin :renowut.hereisa

cargo to pick lup—but he will do
it reluctantly.”

FREE PORT AREA

Bartol's committee also is
studying the desirability of
establishing a free port area in
Philadelphxa building a union
terminal for trucks with water-
front cargo and the creation of

ort Authority for public con-
trol of the waterfront.

The State Postwar Planning
(.Ommlssmn also is undertaking
a study of port needs—including
Erie and Pittsburgh as well as
Philadelphia.

e City Planning Commis-
sion recommends the completion
of Pier 80, at the foot of Snyder

Clianlnge up the rivers will

mltt t;]nly
—it also
general beauﬂglec:ﬂnn of the

erfront and even the use of
‘, the Delaware and. the
8 uylkill for pleasure boating, -

a boon ta the port

1857, ducks used to pad-
dle in the Delaware, as this old
photograph shows. Now no
self-respecting duck would be
caught within a mile of
stream of his own free will.

" fishing and even swimming.

Philadelphia is not e ‘only
city dumping .sewage into the
rivers, but is the worst offender
and has been in no position to
insist that other communitjes
stop polluting the streams which
provide its water supply. The
State Sanitary Water Board re-
cently ordered an end of the
dumping of coal mine wastes
into the Schuylkill, but gen-
erally the cleanup Jjob has wait-
ed on Philadelphia.

PROBLEM SINCE 1907

Philadelphia has been dally-
ing with the sewage dlsposal
problem since 1907. A start was.
made on the construcﬁon of in-
‘tercepting sewers in 1916 and
approximately miles have
been built. But it took prod
by the State; and finally in 1922
the clty made an agreement to
spend $3,000,000 2 year on sew-
age disposal work.

It fell behind in 1929, and has
done no construction: since. It
will take about $39,600,000 to
finish what needs to be done—ex-
tension and rehabilitation of the
Northeast plant, construction of
the Southwest and Southeast
plants, on the lower Schuylklll
and Delaware, respectively, Lo«
gether with mns(ruction of 57
miles of mterceptlng and other
sewers. -

Plans are about €5 percent
completed and Mayor Samuel is
counting on a start of construe-
tion the moment materials and
manpower _made available
af(er the end of tha war in Eu-
10]

mws uﬂnla Flnn:torlm—
on uwther mo

Aid City in
ewer Suit

Support Given
To Renfal Plan

More than 30 civic, professional
and business groups yesterday
| came to the support of the city
payers’ suit attacking the
constitutionality of the sewer
rent ordinance passed last April

20.

Hearing in the case. Which
opened _yesterday before Judge
| Gerald F. Flood in Common Pleas

| Court No. 6, Room 696, City Hall,
|35 on a suit in equity seeking to re-
|strain _the City of Philadelphia
from putting the ordinance in ef-
| fect.
! SEWER RENTAL PLAN

The varlous groups were fer-
mitted by the Court to intervene to
aid the city in its fight for the meas-
ure which would provid .a sewe:
|rental plan to raise approximately
$42,000,000 to finance a sewage-dis-
| posal program to relieve pollution
in the Delaware and Schuylkill
| Rivers.
| Praintitfs in the action are John
| 3. Gerdck, 2537 S. 16th st. a Feder-
al employe, the Philadel 3 Real|
Estate Board, five real estace organi- |
7ations and the United Business|
Men's Associati~m.
| TESTIMONY BARRED

The plaintiffs in the suit are be- |
ing represented by J. Wesley McWil-
liams while City Soeitor Frank F.
Truscott is arguing the case for the
defendants, - including Mayor Ber-
nard Samuel and other city of-
ficials. |

Testimony of W. Sprague Pardoe.

rofessor of hydraulics of the Uni-|
versity of Pennsylvania, regarding |
a number of tests he had made with
various sizes of water pipes, fer-
rules and meters was ordered
stricken from the record by Judge
Flood who sustained an objection
of Mr. Truscott.

DEFENSE OBJECTED

The Court v-uled out testimony
ebout the tests on the defense’s ob-
jection that the sizes of pipes and
imeters used did not conform with
existing ordinances.

Mr. Pardoe also testified that
there could be no equitable sewer
rates unless the entire city was
metered 100 percent on water. He

told the court that the new

sewer rent would be based on the
2mount of water bills now rendered
but there would be no direct rela-
tionship between the new sewer
‘bills and the quantity of water sup-
plied.
AIDED BY DUFF |

Truscott is being aided as
intervenor by State’s Attorney Gen-
eral James H. Duff, by Eliwood J.
Turner, who filed an appearance
for the Interstate Commission of
the Delaware River Basin, and by
James Allen Montgomery, Jr., who
intervened in support of 23 civic
vganizations,

e Philadelphia Chamber ~of

erce aiso intervened as a de-
ferlint, as did Judge Grover C.
ner in behalf of the Schuylkill

. Va, ation Associa-
phia Boosters.




