PureWa

By Samuel at Inaugural

Mayor Promises to Eﬁd River
Sewuge Disposal; Will ‘N

Stugly Upf;in '%urcesr 1000 Al’g‘e}d ‘Ceremony

mhappily into

fer Plade

By TH ONEIL | ‘ ‘
“Hail, Hail, the €ang’s, All Here,” trail-

35235%/

: . 3k
Pollution by Improving
ame Commission to

“All We Do Is Sign the

1T - ihe dey;’z
er supp'y, enabling,

Schuylkill rivers—by the elimi-

nation pollution through
completion of:sewage. di
facilities and" %
underground agie il
ity ob e pingipio ¢
ility of tap p] 4
for the city’s water suj 1
question. 3 5
miss
the Ma; .
clude

o
g
g
B
5

=

Was ¢ !
In making Wate the principal|!
topic of his address,
heard by ‘a crowd of
about 1000 in' the  Academy of |
Read _edi “The New

)
T S

Music, Samuel set no Pprecedent, |
but Tather repeaf%ihe promises|t
of a long line of prédecessors. - !

But the pledge to appoint a
commission to look into upstate
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represented a coneession, 5
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While Samuel, made it clear
that the cle:nm%(up of the Dela-
ware and Schuylkill is to be first
in his program, he left no doubt
that he is willing to yield to
public opinlon if it insists on.
something better than “(Z’h!on‘m'

_AJocktalls” of Tiver water. \3§e
“Because of the apparent des)
on the part of our eltizens for a
new water, supply and the con:
t{troversies that have been going|
on for years oyer this question,”
he said, “I will.appoint 2 egmmis-
slon to make -a complete and
thorough survey of sites and

recommendations.
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$250,000 Asked
To Clean Basin

Warning that Philadelphia
faces a water famine this sum-
mer unless the sedimentation
basin at the Torresdale pumping
station is cleanec, Director of
Public Works John H. Neeson
yesterday urged members of City
Council’s Finance Committee to
make an immediate appropria-
Monkof at least $250,000 to do the
worl

The basin, which has. not been
cleaned in 30 years, is so clogged,
declared Mr. Neeson, that the pump-
ing capacity of the station has been
reduced by 60 to 70 percent.

WAR PLANTS AFFECTED

Martin J. McLaughlin, chief of the
Water Bureau, told the committee
that further curtailment of the
water supply would seriously affect
war plants in the highly industrial-
ized area served by the station, It
| has a daily capacity of 240,000,000

gallons and serves the section along
! the Delaware River, as well as Fox
Chase and Somerton.

Chief McLaughlin explained that
the situation was further complicat-
ed by lack of manpower to clean the
filter beds at the pumping station
and approved a recommendation by
Councilman _George D. Mansfield
that convict Tabor be used to do the
work. He said at least 70 workers
were needed, and only ‘30 regular
employes were available at present. |
Director Neeson said he had an-
ticipated such a proposal and re-
vealed that, plans were being pre-
pared to employ 40 inmates from
Holmesburg County Prison on the
filter beds.

NO IDLE FUNDS AVAILABLE |

L. Wallace Egan, chairman of the |
committee, explained that while the
city had no idle funds for the basin
cleaning job it might be possible to
obtain the money through depart- |
mental transfers. Councilmen Clar-
ence K. Crossan and Mansfleld,
however, proposed that an emer-
genoy loan be floated.

Council, at its weekly session, ap-
proved the Mayor’s appointment of
Dr, John L. Haney, former presi-
dent of Central High School, to th
board of trustees of the Free Libra

and Gluseppe Donato, sciilp
the Art Jury.
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CITY IS FACING
' ‘WATER CRISIS,
| NEESON WARNS

He Reveals Plan to Clean
Torresdale Filter Beds
With Convict Labor

Philadelphia faces a possible
“water crisis” this summer,
Public Works Director John H.
Neeson warned yesterday in an.|
nouncing a plan to clean the Tor|
resdale filter beds with conviet
labor at a cost of §250,000. |

The beds have not been cleaned
in 30 years, Neeson told the City|
Council Finance Committee, and|
“sedimentation is so bad that|
capacity has dropped 60 or 70|
percent.” Decreased supply and|
increased demand from war in-|
dustries make a water shortage|
certain unless action is taken
now, Neeson said.

Mayor Samuel and Superin.
tendent of County Prisons Fred.|
erick S. Baldi have approved the|
use of convict labor, the Council-|
men were fold. The regular
maintenance force of 80 men at
the filter beds is now down to 30,
Neeson said, because many have
left the city employ to enter war
industry. “The city used convict
labor at the Torresdale pumping
station to safeguard the water
supply during the recent strike of
municipal employes.

On Neeson's recommendation
the committee approved transfer
of an unused $100; ap-
propriation to a special fund to be
used for a survey of le: y

city water mains. ol
a I

the oath of office as Mayor of
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Profesr Ol
New Water Plan

William 8. Pardoe, professor of
hydraulic engineering at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and chair-
|man of the Committee of 70’s water
committee, last night advanced a
new proposal for Philadelphia’s fu-
ture water source which he estimat-
ed would cost less thar 2 third of
the Wallpack Bend plan v favor-
ed by City Council. =

Mr. ‘Pardoe outlinéd- ais proposal
at the fourth in a series of meetings,
and the first held at night, of the
Council's Public Works Committee.
COST PUT AT $110.423,000 |

He asserted that his “Ttentons
Warrington” plan would eatail a
capital cost of $110,423,000, as com=
pared to approximately $347,000,000)

Jec.

Falls, rather than ahove them
The operating costs of 'iey
he added, would be $4,455,0> = Vel
or $330,000 less than Wallpaicx.
|and an annual income of $11,808/00
would be realized—an amiaunt L8
percent @f $7,300,000 above {ihe cur=/
rent income. Saris
| 100 mispLaCED PERSONS'
Joseph Barness, speaking for 100
Warrington township residents, pro=|
tested against any water project
| which would make displaced persons
of more than 1000 citizens of his
community.
Discussing the Wallpack = Bend|
project, now favored by City Counel,
James H. Allen, executive secretary

Basin, said that the State of New
Jersey was “ready and willing
share the cost and operating expense,
of Wallpack,” and that a Pennsylvas
nia-New Jersey water contract-ety”
be approved by both State Tes®
tures at their next sessicaSucy,
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Mayor Samuel’s Constructive Plan | Boe

When Bernard Samuel took the oath of
office yesterday as Mayor of Philadelphia for
a full terrn he accepted one of the heaviest
responsibilities ever placed upon a new ex-
ecutive.

The job of Mayor the next four years will
be no picriic. A period of wartime strain will
be followed by that of post-war readjustment,
with its employment problem for those re-

| turning from military service and those now
engaged in war industry. Clamoring for at-
tention, £00, will be multitudes of public im-
provements long needed by this city and long
withheld.

It is good to know that Mayor Samuel is

_not only conscious of the magnitude of the
Jjob ahead but is prepared to attack it in a
practical way. He has a blue-print for action
already laid out. He presented it in his inau-

- gural message and it shapes up as a sensible,
constriictive plan. 3

Twa agencies will handle the details, the

alveady-at-work City Planning Commission
d a separate Commission soon to be ap-
ted for the specific task of studying new
water sources for Philadelphia.

Water supply, denominated by Mayor Sam-
uel as the Number One Project, is to be
brought at last out of the cedar-chest after
years of procrastination. The incoming ad-
ministration.is going to work on it.

The sewage-disposal project is also to be
Wwhipped into final shape, ready for action the
minute manpower and equipment are freed
for the work,

These two improvements rightly top the
list, but Mr. Samuel’s schedule is not confined
to them by any means. He looks ahead to a
great system of highway betterments, to the
completion and extension of ~high-speed

{ transit lines, to the removal of the “Chinese
Wall” a:d to the addition of new parks, play-
grounds and institutional buildings.

It is noteworthy that all these projects
were uiged by Inquirer readers in the recent
symposium. That survey revealed the pub-
lic's intense interest in needed .mprovements,
Mr. Samuel’s inaugural message shows the
importance he places upon getting those im-
Pprovements under wdy.

The Mayor is in an exceptionally fortunate
position. He has his own wide experience in
municipal matters to rely upon. He has the
co-operation of a large Councilmanic major-
ity elected on the same ticket with him. He
has the good-will of Philadelphia citizens, who
kept him at the Mayor’s desk by a large vote
plurality and who wish him every success.

He told the people yesterday, as he brought
his address to a close, that he holds that
“Government is a trust . . . created for the
benefit of the people.” That is a siid foun-
dation for any public administration. Stand-

Qg firmly on that, he can’t go wrong. 2
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finally expanded.” into " & %\ @ring|!
stredm  which, eity ' officials  said,|
lifted curbstones ‘four inches iwto
the air,

Oliildren had a picnic in the wa'ter|
ard one resouneeful Negro boy, &’gout,
12, set up a plank bridge on 4 {one:
across flooded Strawbeery v o
charging “clistoers” three !
0 cross..

‘Many downfown restayants feat-,
ed they” would have to'g{ose before|!
the nwnjuncg;‘ hour because water |
pressure-was 86 dow, it.Was difficult||

lo wash dishes and make coffee. 5

Most of ‘them, however, rem
open, although ‘in some Cast S fpa
trons were-served one. glass of dnnk-’
ing water.

Supply Ts Diverted

What water there was in the Law-
renceville and Downtown districts
was Comiing’ in principa © thrigh
a main over the Point E_dge™ind:
ahother under the Allegheny River
at_Twenty-seventh 'St

Water was diverted ino these
mains by the City after the break
was- potted.” /
| Also unaffected was the main over
the Tenth St. Bridge which feeds
water primarily to the outer Fifth
Ave. area.
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Many housewives were forced to
forgo cooking. Hundreds of. homes.
and_business _establishments: were
unable‘to use lavatory facilities, but
the City Health Department sair it
{did i not fear “any health hazard,
‘would arise: ]

Fire Bngines Checked

! Meanwhile, the Fire Department|!
‘prepared. for any atuality byf)
fehecking booster tan! ks t0f)
]

|

|

be sure they were fi . § cajacity.

Fite Chlef Willian 1. Davis ex-
plained that trucks o rry 100-gidlon
booster tanks and th, &, in evat of
fire, alarms will be s
ditional, trucks i the, er’
the initial call should . close to]i
exhausting their supplies, i

Chief. Davis explained that afl

shuttle . ice of fire trucks col
be in-ﬁft:b”m it necessary, whereby

rectly from ‘the rivers,
I Break Not Found
‘The water main is s
four feet underground bug
re having difficulty in
exactly where the bil:
ourred.  Pending, thaj, i clty.re-
fused to Specify & Pscipa 2ause for
the break. r"”‘f’"
Managing Engini,, j g1 &ennon
of the Bureau o; ywater Aid the
water pressure a e ciifs gan
at Thirtleth St. f naorgerty Ade.
dropped from a i % ounds

to 30 pounds within «t0urs,
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