next four years.
Recommended by

dis)
Drojects costing $71,597,000 and im-
provements to the water system esti-
mated at $37970,000—a total of
109,576,000,
WILL REDUCE POLLUTION
The sewage progfam, when com-
pleted, will reduce poliution a the
Schuylklll and Delaware, and with
constriction of new sewers as part
fof the program, will improve G
Lage and flood control,
| uus connecuon. three huge
0je already under way. {
Consﬁructmn of the Northeast |
| Sewage Treatment Works at Wheat- ;
sheaf lane afid. chmond st isabout|
0 percent, e and ﬂm be |
ﬂmmad by the spﬂni
1'0 mr Nouma’r
will treat sewage from
Lhat pm ot nu%;n ity lying northeast
|of Allegheny ave. Tt was started first
in order to assist in the reduction of
I'pollution of the Delaware River,
Ifrom which the city draws half its
Fwater supply.
Work on the building of the South-
east Sewage Treatment Works, at
Swanson st. and er ave, on the
Delaware, Wis in November |
| and is expected to be partially com- |
plebed in 1353 and fully completed by ‘
1952.

Prelim ork on the South-|
west atmept. */orks:on |
Jand owned by-the city near the In- |
ternational Airport has begun,
“b;l:é cons|
spring. Tt is
will be. ;
and ready for fi
INVOLVES SE

The sewage treatm
entails the building of -
sewers to collect all of the CIty's.
age and convey it to the three plants
for treatment before it is'discharged
into the rivers

On the wator imprayement proj-
ect, the City Planning commuuun
has reported that progress is beiny
made by the Department of Publc
‘Works toward the objective of a sup=

tom disagreeab!

?ﬁDJECTS OUTLINED
e wnuer

m(nmot
TUHELPIN’42

|01d System Nearmg
Peak of Capacity;
Repairs Frequent. |

By LEEDS MOBERLEY

Philadelphia’s whole war
production program is in dan-
ger because of the precsrious‘
condition of our run-down|
waterworks. |

System Burdened.
The hundreds upop. hundreds

| of millions of dollars in de{ensr|
| contracts placed in this key i

dustrial center have imposed a
burden which the system is ir
no condition to bear,

‘The granting of an A-4 pridrity
last night for materials needed 'OJ
put the long-delayed $18,000,000
program into effect
came too late to solve prob-
lem this year.. >

Consumption Increases.

Conslimption is now running
upwards of 330,000,000 ‘gallans*
a day—25,000,000 to 30,000,000
|above normal—and when the hot
weather peak demand comes con-
sumption will - rise perilously
close to the system’s maximuim
capacity of 400,000,000 galions”a

Nor do those figures take into
account any further increases in
demand resulting from new in-
dustries locating in Philadelphia
nsion of existing

. 75 percent of its
dﬁk @mdent upon

the Queen Jlm and Ln'dner's
Point stations that have been in
service since as far back as 1903.

Breakdowns at Lardner's Point,
Which supplies nearly half the
city, have become Increulngl)
frequent in recent years, but
Water Bureau engineers have‘
managed thus far to keep
enough of the over-age pumps
and boilers in “service to avert

work|

|| ment "

1 The newest equip
ment there was installed in 1908, ‘
$65,000 for Repairs. [
Queep. lane, where the equip
not quite so archaic|
{most of the boilers were in
stalled in 1912 but one was in |
stalled as recently as 1927) has‘
given less trouble, but the situa-!
tion at bdth plants has become

which !ol-
lowed a plea by Neeson at. Wash-
will el

The col mpromise,

other substitutes will b
|Less important parts requmng[
{metals will be held up for a time.

OF WATER WORK

Priorities Granted, Bids
for Improved System |
a0 be_ ‘Asked 'soon 'J

worth of mate-
ent. for the city's
water :yaum wm ‘be sought in the
near future, ‘Director ‘of Public
Works John H. Neeson said today.
nted last n!ghl
uction Board, a
start will be made on the §18, 000 000"
improvement program, but the e job
cannot be done to the extent plans
ned originally, Neeson said,
He added that work Yonld be be- !

as so
plplng for the filt it
Plines ; wﬁ:& pv!;nm 1

n
we agreed we would reduce our re-
qulmmsnn for cast and wrought
iron and steel, sheet steel, re-enforc-

could not operate
Wm’lout rehabilitation, and they also
realized that the great defense in-
dustries in Philadelphia could not
function without an adequate water

'ppIY.
"rhe pﬂnﬂty utlnl menu We
“ahead
£
0

| Director of Public Works Johs |
| Neeson mnouneea yes’t;emaytm Had |

| obtained iproniise agreement
jon prioﬂ will_enakle the |
city’s. § water system re-
nnbilitation program to go forward.
Suhmtutlnns of matertals will be |
scessary i some’ instantes, eWark:|

JMllbnslnwdE.ndmme portions
‘ the program may be held up “for the
‘ duration,” he indicated.

|ON IMPOETANT ITEMS

! Bub pmrmes on the “more impor- |,
it things,” he sdid, h

J ad been ob-
tained in he Talhst of & meries of
visits he e to We ton, and
from: ne returned to his office
e

| Desp it the Wibatibutions, Nesson
| saltl he believed the renabilitation
|of the physical plafit of the water sys-
| tem would ‘costrio more the
mally: ﬁum d-$18,000,000, end
Just:as durable and satis-

tion, and the use of nmmret:
t lxubead of steel tanks.

‘ Metal needed for pumps, he said,
Woult be obta!.ied through prioritigs. \

WELLS WOULD PROVIDE
‘ zz,mm GALS. DAILY
Plans to Drnlfihem here
ZD:scIo&ed( .b! Owen‘ ¥

an wells South
Philadelphia. zpvtbmum
That was e m-
rect:;' of Pub

' the newly-createq

oduction Board, yesterday
visited filtration plantsand Pumping
stations in connection wn.h the city’s
ter improve-

PI'OPOCed 'la 000.000

ED FOR CITY

3 _Cfl-)r Diginfecting of

By 'RAYMOND . BRECHT
A Bulletin st.u Gorrupondant)
Washington, 28.—Although
thoﬁno is one. ot the most %;Idely
used cals in war manufacture,
enough ‘oL it will be ayanable for th
purification of Ph]ladelphu 's drink-

|ing water su;

‘That was Indimted here today in

by the Chemicals
m ‘A”msd Prodd ucts Branch of the
‘ar Produ

Officials wg.mmpnq a gen-

| eral bhnrtageﬂhe ‘use of chlorine for,

%& lecting of water supplies
not be curtailed.

lmmmnoe ot this chemical

reatment, it

as ﬁmpmed, is xuch that it is be-

‘hen" he was
[0 attend the U. S. Confer
'mmx mmnlr of Acting Mayor

1 englne:m sent to

ing accos a high priority rating
" other an needs and even
lemands.
1 n
The. m%imcumam of the Chemi-
ed Products Branch an-

Onundl Publ c D !

juiries about the situation
as here two weeks ago

ence of

Civilian Def irector, mention
itmt uhlorlne would be Subject to
the priorities system. “I be

S embly SE]
For Bafﬂgs_

P
' Fights Face Session
‘ Starting on Tuesday

By DUKE KAMINSKIL
Of The Bulletin Staff

Harrisburg, Jan. 1.—A drive to
improve Philadelphia’s city, govern-
ment will share top billing with
Governor Duff’s saooooooo wel-
fare. program and a slam-]
battle over taxes when tha Legis-
lature convenes this week.

The 138th session of the General
Assembly will be called to order
at noon Tuesday against a political
background that may find the red-
haired governor from Pittsburgh
pitted against the more  conserva:
tive forces in his Own R.ep\lbliun
Part;

y.

Duff today is mmpleung his
opening message, to be delivered to
a joint session of House and Senate
at 3 o'clock Tuesday afternoon,
after both houses complete their or-
gamuuon. §

‘message, expected to l.ake
only %0 minutes to deliver, will call
primarily for an expansion of Penn-
sylvania’s public health, welfare
and conservation programs, /It was
described as a message that will

propose in cﬂndse terms “the things

. Reform and Tax

Held Up

and will be delayed at least
acknowledged yesterday.

The ozone

btart of PrOJect :
To Purify Water

Ozone Test Plantg

9 Mos.

el

utjelmont to Take

Another 3; Year More Will Be Needed
To See If the Process Is Effective

By JOHN G. M(CULLOUGH of The Bulletin Staff
A $1,000,000 experiment to find out whether Philadelphia
bang | €an get good water without spending half a billion dollars or
80 developing new sources is nine months behind schedule,

another three, city officials

The experiment is the treatment of water through

for three months, but the City
to get the plant into operation.

The ozone process was ordered .
in an effort to decide if the city
can continue to use the Delaware
and Schuylkill Rivers nere as its
source of water. The alternative
is to bring the water from upstate

Ozonation, a departurz from the
filtration methcds used for years,
was recommended by a special
water commission appointed by the
mayor in 1945. It was it o &

zhe pub
4 \)«' Wl ~
Phlln. 'hh Situation
Tlgeu was no indication whether
woxqﬂ mention the swelling
in Philadelphia,

demand

but 'J.Iela 0 doubt the legis-

lators wo this one of the

meatiest sul on the agenda.
‘Whatever battles were in the off-

ing, they would have to be fought

out by a leghhtlve lineup still Re-

publican-dominated - but showing
increases in De

strength. In the House, there will
be 117 Republicans and 91 Demo-
crats—with 105 votes a majority.
The Senate will have 35 Republi-
cans and 15 Democrats—with 26 a
majority.
HOW these legislators will line
roposals for consolidation of
Phx]adelpldu: city-county govern-
ment, a new city charter and other
local reforms will be one of the
major developments of the session.
At the same time, Governor Duff,

Philadelphia Water Department
Historical Collection

2004.019.0001A

h)ﬁnswn program sugguked ior the
present. system.
36 Million Gallons a Day
‘Whether or not the City finally
‘would have to develop a new source,
the water commission reported,
would depend on the success of
ozonation and the general rehabili-
tation of the system in producing
an adequate supply of heatthful,
palatable water.
The ozone plant at the Belmont
‘works, Belmont av. and Ford road,
was placed under contract in the
spring of 1947, It is expected to
make 36,000,000 gallons of water
taste-frce and odor-free each day
for the West Philadelphia area.
At the time, Elbert J. Taylor,
chief of the Water Bureau, pointed
out that the plant would be the
largest of its kind in the United
States. Other ozonation systems,
he an

5

Taylor yesterday attributed most
of the deiay to the vastness of che
experiment. bureau has en-
countered, he ﬂmﬁ continu-
ous engineel difficulties and
Shortsges Ta. bt 'and e
personnel.

Ozonation, its backers claim, will
eliminate tastes and odors regard-
less of their source. The present
Belmont systera uses sand filters
along with the standard chlcrina-
tion method, and the ozone is to
be used before the water goes
through these processes.

Spark Sets Up Gas

Ozone is a gas, and is to be. manu-
factured at Belmonf
cleaned and dried air across a pow-
erful electric spark. It will then
be bubbled up through the water
in tanks, combining with impuri-
ties to make them easy to remove.

“A great deal of the delay,” Tay-
lor said, “has been due to ths ne-
cessity for making engineering |
| changes.

“Among other things we have |
had to consider the expected life |
of the equipment and its perform. |
ance. um different circumstances, |

s ‘tiie. results of possibie |
system hes not|

i eople.’
| “The nlant was originally expust-
Continued on agy 2, Ol 2 |

t, which cost $600,000, has

been ready at the Belmont filter station in West Philadelphia

has not completed other work

Heavy Doses of Alum
Used at Filter Plant

Alum, Tots of it, is belng dump-
ed into the water at the Torres-
dale filter station, but it has noth-
ing to do with the “gassy, brassy,
phenol” taste that's been bother-
ing about half the city.

The alum, officials said, is be-
ing_used in increased doses to
combat turbidity caused-by the

. recent rains. The alum causes im-

purities f.o nme to the bottom
of the fil ins.
Samuel C‘u‘elll superlnundent

of the plant, sald it was

hoped that the heavy rains mxght
help dilute the wastes causing the
tarry taste. Instead they created
a new problem by churning up
the river.

2/4 9

Water Works Priorities
IT is good news to Philadelphians

that questions priority for
‘Waterworks improvements have been
settled so that s Hnﬂl‘ ‘materials

e concerned the. 3

rward.

The City is tar behlml on’ ﬂa

waterworks rehabilitation, for
some years s be-
of urgency if: d\’sas-
trous: of servloe
to be/as
A, f the dela hu, of

Dray pecifications is:
ﬂmg task Awhen 1o one. ¢

impose.

culties
Department of Public Works

rising rapxdly and
over. 2 possible shog
mer. Council has

1l's con-

2 bat-
cer-

indes
signing the improvements, but df%q to
a certain effectiveness in the prmu
ties rationing system.

Meanwhile. water consumpuon\ls

led the ad~

vice it has received so often to con-
serve water by metering the unmeter-

ed services and by a scientific
ule of charges.

sched-



